
St. Philip’s Church
218-444-4262

www.stphilipsbemidji.org

Parish Staff
Pastor:

Fr. Bill DeCrans                       441-4901

Parochial Vicar:
Fr. Michael Arey                      441-4902

Parochial Vicar:
Fr. Christon Muhero               441-4908

Deacons:
Deacon Kermit Erickson         441-4903
Deacon Robb Naylor              441-4904

Parish Administrator:
Maryhelen Chadwick             441-4906

Bookkeeper:
Tina Stearly                            441-4909

Director of Music & Liturgy:
Bonnie Lee                             441-4905

Faith Formation Staff:
Preschool & Elementary/Safe Environment

Kris Jensen                             441-4944

High School
Sue Hengel 441-4944

Youth Group
Brad Arel 441-4911

Campus Ministry & Adult Formation:
Nancy Goodman 441-4907

Parish Office Coordinator:
Tammy Johnson 441-4900

Facility Maintenance Supervisor/
Holy Cross Cemetery Sexton:

Brad Arel                               441-4911
Maintenance Support Staff:

Jim Shaw.

Rick Dahlman

St. Philip’s School Staff
218-444-4938

Principal:
Jana Norgaard                        ext. 4941

School Office Staff:
Stephanie Glen                       441-4940
Charity Hanevold 441-4942
LeeAnn Jacobson 441-4943

Sister Parish
St. Charles Pennington

2500 Scenic Hwy NE, Pennington, MN
4 p.m. Saturdays from Memorial Weekend

until Labor Day Weekend

Newman Catholic Ministries
BSU/NWTC

All sacramental events take place at
St. Philip’s Church. School year only.

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot
218-444-3835

Open 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. T, W, Th, Fri
Manager:

Norma Himmelright

Spiritual Direction
Tamara Moore

Please call the Parish Office for information.

Mass Times
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM
Monday 8:30 AM
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM

Reconciliation Times
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:45 AM, 10:30 AM
or by appointment, call 444-4262 to schedule

The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time February 19, 2023

This past Wednesday morning I gathered with the students, teachers and
staff from the school, and we burnt the palms that were returned from last
year into ashes to be used this coming week on Ash Wednesday. This re-
minds us that human life and earthly glory fade, what remains is our faith
in God. As we prepare for the beginning of Lent, may we be reminded to
live out our faith in God so that we may partake worthily of his life.

We are also reminded in our Scripture readings from this morning that
God is calling us to be Holy! In our 1st reading today from Leviticus, “Be
holy, for I, the Lord, your God, am holy.” And in our Gospel from Mat-
thew, “So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.” We are called
to not only love our neighbors, but to love our enemies and pray for those
who persecute us. For we are to love like our heavenly Father loves!

Our God loves us so much that he sent his Son to suffer and die on the
cross for our sins. But that was not the end of the story, Jesus then rose
from the dead to conquer sin and death for us, so that we can look forward
to an eternity in heaven with him. Even though we can not earn our own
salvation, Jesus wants us to live our lives, loving one another. Yes, loving
our friends and family, but also loving the strangers, the poor and needy,
the sick and the hungry and yes even our enemies. Those who persecute us
and do not show love towards us, we are to love as well!

As we prepare to enter Lent, may we make a commitment to strive to
grow in charity, peace and love. So that all may see the love of our heaven-
ly Father shining in our actions. I know that for myself I will not be perfect,
but may I strive to be perfect, as my heavenly Father is perfect!

God bless,
Deacon Kermit Erickson



Safe Environment —–————–—————–——–————–———
If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the
Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to law enforcement. In addition, the diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number).

Monday, Feb 20
8:30 AM Mass: +Margaret Vishneski

Tuesday, Feb 21
6:30 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Michael Gonshorowski

Wednesday, Feb 22 Ash Wednesday
8:30 AM Sch Mass: +Carol Blair

12:10 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Bonnie Pritschet
6:30 PM Mass: +Bonnie Johnson

Thursday, Feb 23
8:30 AM Mass: +Kay Kelly

10:30 AM Mass (Goldpine): Special Intentions for Lillian Huderle

Friday, Feb 24
8:30 AM Mass: +Evelyn Schuiling

Saturday, Feb 25
5:30 PM Mass: +Jim Wizner

Sunday, Feb 26
7:30 AM Mass: For the People
9:00 AM Mass: +Ellen Vonasek

11:00 AM Mass: +Rose Fagerstrom

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For Week of February 20 to 26

This Week in the Parish —––—
Monday, Feb 20 President’s Day
No School, No Adoration, Parish Offices Closed

7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, Feb 21
3:00 PM Youth Choir Practice (Church)
5:00 PM 3rd Order of Carmelites Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)
5:15 PM Adult Choir Practice (Church)
6:30 PM Newman Club M&M Night (Social Hall)
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study (St. Cabrini Rm)
7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, Feb 22
9:20 AM Rosary (Chapel)
1:15 PM Lenten Soup Luncheon (Social Hall)
8:00 PM The Chosen (Social Hall)

Thursday, Feb 23
10:30 AM Communion Service (Neilson Place)

5:00 PM Society of St. Vincent de Paul Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)
7:00 PM Avow Group (St. Elizabeth Rm)

Friday, Feb 24
10:30 AM Bible Study (St. Kateri Rm)

2:15 PM Stations of the Cross (Church)
6:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)
6:30 PM Stations of the Cross (Church)
7:00 PM Holy Hour (Church)

Saturday, Feb 25
10:00 AM All Pro Dads (Social Hall/Library Park)

4:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)
5:30 PM Newman Club M&M Night (Social Hall)

Sunday, Feb 26
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)
12:30 PM KC District Free Throw Contest (Gym)

Daily Readings —–————–
For Week of February 20 to 26

Monday, Feb 20
●  Sir 1:1-10
●  Ps 93:1ab,1cd-2,5
●  Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday, Feb 21
● Sir 2:1-11
●  Ps 37:3-4,18-19,27-28,39-40
●  Mk 9:30-37

Wednesday, Feb 22
● Jl 2:12-18
●  Ps 51:3-4,5-6ab,12-13,14,17
●  2 Cor 5:20—6:2
●  Mt 6:1-6,16-18
Thursday, Feb 23
●  Dt 30:15-20
●  Ps 1:1-2,3,4,6
●  Lk 9:22-25

Friday, Feb 24
●  Is 58:1-9a
●  Ps 51:3-4,5-6ab,18-19
●  Mt 9:14-15
Saturday, Feb 25
●  Is 58:9b-14
●  Ps 86:1-2,3-4,5-6
●  Lk 5:27-32

Sunday, Feb 26
●  Gn 2:7-9;3:1-7
●  Ps 51:3-4,5-6,12-13,17
● Rom 5:12-19
●  Mt 4:1-11



Stewardship of Financial Resources

Parish Life —–—————––—

Monthly Contributions
Monthly Total as of 1/31/23 $  84,707.35
Monthly Budget: $105,749.89

Fiscal Year-to-Date (Jul 1 to Jun 30)
YTD Actual: $660,554.64 YTD Budget: $845,999.96

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Baptisms
Parents who wish to have their child baptized,
will need to complete the online Baptism
Information form, which can be accessed by
scanning the QR code. Once the form is
received, you will be contacted. The next class
will be March 5. Please contact Kris Jensen at 218-441-4944 or
kjensen@stphilipsbemidij.org for additional information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick or Pastoral Visit
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Bill, Fr. Michael or Fr. Christon. If
hospitalized, be sure to indicate you are Catholic upon hospital
admittance.

Rite of Catholic Initiation of Adults
Raised Catholic but never Confirmed, or want to become
Catholic? Visit with Deacon Robb or Deacon Kermit to find out
how you can enter into full Communion in the Catholic faith.

Religious Vocations
Contact Fr. Bill, Fr. Michael or Fr. Christon for more information.

Sacramental Life ——————

Looking Ahead... ——–———
Ash Wednesday: February 22 (8:30 AM, 12:10 PM, 6:30 PM
Lenten Day of Grace: March 17 from 9 AM to 7 PM
Living Stations of the Cross: March 31 at 7 PM
Easter Vigil: April 8 at 8:30 PM
Easter: April 9, regular Mass times
Divine Mercy Sunday: April 16 from 2 to 4 PM
St. Philip’s School Spring Gala: Friday, April 28
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner: May 3 from 5 PM to 6:30 PM
First Communion Weekend: May 6/7
Confirmation: Saturday, May 13 at 5:30 PM
Senior Celebration: May 20 at 5:30 PM
Pastoral Council Election Weekend: May 20/21

Catholic Schools Raffle in Progress
Tickets are for sale for the Catholic Schools Raffle conducted
by Catholic United Financial until February 26. We work with
Catholic United Financial to access exciting prizes, promotional
materials, and publicity. The Grand Prize is a 2023 Chevy Trax
OR $20,000 CASH! You can watch the live Grand Prize Drawing
online March 9. Get your tickets from any school family.

Check Out 602 Beltrami Building Items
Office furniture, desks, chairs, tables, room dividers, and more
are some of the items in the 602 Beltrami building that will be
available for a free will offering. The building will be open Sun-
day, February 19 (8:30 AM-1 PM) A photo gallery is posted at
stphilipsbemidji.org. Items have been offered to local nonprofit
organizations, so inventory may change.

Fish Fry Dinners Set
St. Philip’s will host Lenten Fish Fry Dinners 4:30-6:30 PM the
first four Fridays in March (3, 10, 17, 24). Please order in ad-
vance at stphilipsbemidji.org for dine-in or drive-up to ensure
availability. Online orders will close at 12 PM Friday afternoons.
You also may call 218-444-4938 to submit your order. Prices:
Single (one filet)=$14, Double (two filets)=$20, and Kids’
Meal=$8.

Living Stations Crew Looking for Male Volunteers
We are grateful to the volunteer crew who present the Living
Stations program for our parish. The group is in need of more
adult men to participate in order to keep this tradition going.
Please contact Sue at 218-766-3355 to learn more.

Second Collection Next Weekend
Next week, our parish will take up the 139th annual Black &
Indian Mission Collection. Our support of this collection
helps build the Church in African American, Native American,
and Alaska Native communities from coast to coast. Schools,
parish religious education programs, and diocesan ministries
depend on your generosity to help them spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ!

DAA 2023
Today is the beginning of the 2023 Diocesan Annual Appeal
(DAA). Our theme is BUILD MY CHURCH! The overall DAA goal
has been set at $925,000. This goal is shared and pro-rated
among our 66 parishes based on the prior year’s offertory and
the number of donors who offer more than $50 per year to their
parish. Our parish goal for 2023 is $81,917. These gifts help
fund the Offices of Formation in Discipleship, Worship, Vocations
and Seminarians, the Tribunal, Safe Environment and Ministerial
Standards, Catholic Schools, Communications, the Office of the
Bishop, and General Administration of the Pastoral and Retreat
Center; ministries that affect our parish family in so many ways!
Please, prayerfully review the mailing you have received at home,
visit www.crookston. org/DAA for additional information about
all the good you do when you support the DAA!

St. Philip’s School Registration Now Open
Are you interested in a Catholic education for your children, or
know of someone who is?

Registration for the 2023-2024 school year at St. Philip’s is
currently open for parish families. (And Catholics who live in
the area but are members of a different Catholic parish.)
Registration opens for non-Catholics on Wednesday, February
22, 2023 on a first come-first served basis as space is available.
Contact Stephanie at sglen1@stphilipsbemidji.org or 218-444-
4938 for more information or to obtain an application.

Bible Study to Start
Come join the new study, "The Rosary".  Videos by Scott Hahn
are available during Lent, The study is free and anyone can
join. We meet in the St. Kateri room Fridays starting February
24 from 10:30 to 12:00.



Join us for the next
Bemidji Area All Pro Dads

Dads Day Sledding Party!
Saturday, February 25 ~ 10:00 AM to Noon

St. Philip’s Social Hall and Library Park
Meet at St. Philip’s at 10 AM and we’ll walk over to Library
Park from there for sledding before returning for hot dogs,
other refreshments, and door prizes. Be sure to dress appro-
priately and bring your sled, or use one of ours of you don’t
have your own.

If temps are too cold for sledding, we will open up the gym-
nasium and/or play “Winter BINGO” in the Social Hall.

For more information go to our website, www.allprodad.com
or for questions, email bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com

The next All Pro Dad is scheduled for Saturday, March 25.

Diocesan News ————————

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
(Contact youthgroup@stphilipsbemidji.org)
High School Youth Rally Feb 26 (10 AM-6:30 PM) at Win-E-
Mac HS in Erskine. Open to youth in grades 9,10,11 & 12 (Cost
$25) The theme of the rally is Spark! inspired by the words of
Saint Catherine of Siena, “Be who God meant you to be and you
will set the world on fire.” Speaker Tanner Kalina will share his
work with the Avodah Collective, helping survivors of sex-
trafficking to find healing and restoration. He is a co-creator of
the Saints Alive Podcast, and he has had the great pleasure of
spreading the Gospel with awesome ministries such as FOCUS,
Ascension Presents, NET, and others. In the Name Worship band
is made up of youth ministers from the Archdiocese of St. Paul &
Minneapolis giving praises to the Lord. Their music is focused on
providing a prayerful experience for all in attendance, no matter
where they are in their faith. Bishop Andrew Cozzens will ac-
company the youth throughout the day, sharing his witness and
celebrating Mass with our youth.

Youth Fundraising Opportunity
There are many opportunities for kids to earn scholarships or
receive financial assistance from our youth scholarship fund.
Contact Ashley Hodapp (middleschoolff@stphilipsbemidji.org).
Pancake Breakfasts. March 5 and April 16 (Sacred Heart, Wilton).
Students in grades 6-12 are welcome to sign up to help! Stu-
dents who sign up to serve should check in on the sign in sheet
in the servery. Duties will include pouring drinks, clearing and
setting the table, and greeting guests who come for breakfast.
Your hours will be recorded, and scholarship money for summer
camps will be generously donated by the Knights of Columbus!
Thank you for serving our parish community alongside the
Knights of Columbus! Sign up at stphilipsbemidji.org.

Diocesan Lenten Mission
Draw closer to God this lent by attending “The Transforma-
tive Encounter with the Living Jesus” – a two-part Lenten
mission in the Diocese of Crookston. The first part takes place
on Sunday, March 12 at St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Men-
tor, MN. The day will begin with 10:30 AM Mass with Bishop
Cozzens, followed by lunch (free-will offering) and a presenta-
tion by Bishop Cozzens exploring the importance of the en-
counter with the Living Jesus at the heart of discipleship. The
second part of the mission takes place on Sunday, March 26
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Red Lake Falls, MN. The day
begins with 10:00 AM Mass, followed by lunch (free-will offer-
ing) and a presentation by Father Craig Vasek discussing the
ways to live out this encounter with the Living Jesus. To help
us with food planning, please register at www.crookston.org/
revival. If you have any questions, please email Bob Noel at
bnoel@crookston.org

“The Chosen”
This Lenten season the Knights of Columbus and Newman
Club will sponsor the showing of the second season of the
much acclaimed, Christ centered, series, “The Chosen.” The
first episode will be shown on Feb. 22 at 7:30 PM in the Social
Hall immediately following the 6:30 PM Ash Wednesday Mass.
Subsequent episodes will be shown on Tuesday nights in Lent
in the Social Hall after the 6:30 PM Mass (7-8 PM) Join us with
a friend or family for the showings, table discussions, and light
refreshments. No fees or registration - come as you are able!

Stations of the Cross and Holy Hour
This year The Knights of Columbus will be coordinating Sta-
tions of the Cross and Holy Hour beginning Friday, Feb. 24
and continuing on every Friday in Lent (2/24-3/24).
Stations start at 6:30 PM with Holy Hour immediately follow-
ing from 7-8 PM (except on March 17 when stations will begin
at 7 PM and Holy Hour at 7:30 - 8:30 PM)

OUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED MORE THAN EVER
Changing Hearts & Minds

40 DAYS FOR LIFE ~ Worldwide Spring Campaign
February 22 – April 2, 2022

The world’s largest grassroots movement to end abortion.
God has used 40 DAYS FOR LIFE to establish a proven track
record of saving lives and closing abortion facilities in over
1000 cities in 64 countries.

Sign up for Day 41, a free quarterly magazine, plus receive
emails with breaking news, devotionals, and prayers from 40
DAYS FOR LIFE at 40daysforlife.com

Divine Mercy Sunday
The Divine Mercy Service will be the Sunday after Easter (April
16) at 2 PM. There are pamphlets available in the narthex ex-
plaining the devotion revealed to St. Faustina. Join us for the
rosary, the adoration of the real presence of our Savior, and
confessions.

If you are interested in the Divine Mercy Novena. Remember
the first day of the novena is Good Friday and ends on Divine
Mercy Sunday.

UNITED FOR LIFE
Minnesota’s Pro-Life Advocacy Day
February 28, 2023 ~ 10 AM at the State Capitol, St. Paul
Sponsors:  Minnesota Catholic Conference, Minnesota Family
Council, MCCL (Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life), Pro-
Life Action Ministries, and many other nonprofit groups and
church bodies. This is a free event. For more information and
to register see unitedforlifemn.org







Your Parish Representatives:
Parish Council Members: Dave Brooks, Jamie Glen, Marilynne Hodapp, Mike Hougen, Kim Klinger, Tracie Walter, George Whalen
(one more council member needed — contact Fr. Bill DeCrans if interested)

Finance Council Members: Grant Frenzel, Amy Haskell, Roger Heger, Kay Mack, Kirby Washburn
School Council Members: Will Beise, Erin Curran, Sarah Haman, Sarah Martinka, Trudy Peterson, Scott Winter

Trustees: Kevin Erpelding, Tracie Walter

Ministry Schedule —————————————————
February 25/26 ~ First Sunday of Lent

Saturday, February 25
5:30 PM

Sunday, February 26
7:30 AM

Sunday, February 26
9:00 AM

Sunday, February 26
11:00 AM

SACRISTAN Betty Lindy Jennifer Hoefer Mark Studer Help Please

CAPTAIN EMHC Help Please Brad Arel Tracie Walter (sub req.) Sue Hengel

EMHC - EMHC

Lisa Freise
Mary Dufault
Betty Lindy
Myrna Corvelli
Pat Gavin
Bernie Marshall
Help Pleaee
Help Please

David Hoefer
Help Please
Mary Zigan (sub req.)
Help Please
John Carlson
Joan Klobe
Help Please

Nicole Kieson
Mary Varriano
Kay Mack
Stephanie Rupp
Pat Welch
Joe Bofferding
George Whalen (sub req.)

Abby Aylesworth
Help Please
Gary Johnson
Jan Johnson
Karen Williams
Courtney Haskins
Help Please

ALTAR SERVER
Dominic St. Germain
Peyton Stearly
Beau Mathiowetz (sub req.)

Nicholas Amberg
James Martinka (sub req.)
Natalie Martinka (sub req.)

Isaiah Caouette
Hannah Lock
Ben Hougen

Help Please
Emma Beise
Help Please

INTRO TO MASS
ANNOUNCER

James Hodges Sue Bruns Mollie Rupp Tony Schussman

LECTOR 1 Joe Czapiewski Judith Stai Jill-Ann Walter Sue Hengel

LECTOR 2 James Hodges Carol Schneider Mary Walter Tony Schussman

INTERCESSOR Help Please Deacon Kermit Erickson Deacon Kermit Erickson Ernest Rall

GREETER Amy Sanden
Kathy LeMoine

Sandy Kucera (sub req.)
Pete Kucera (sub req.)

Help Please
Jan Busch

Mary Kinsella
Myrna Cwikla

USHER

Dick Robinson
Cyndy Scanlan
Mark Moris
Janet Moris

Jim Schneider
Help Please
Aaron Hoefer
Gary Bruns (sub req.)

Larry Mack
Rick Coe
Bob Schlichting
Casey Rupp

Ryan Aylesworth (sub req.)
Dave Cwikla
Dale Johnson
Barbara Fitzgerald

HOSPITALITY /
FELLOWSHIP

Colleen Schulke
Pat Bartels

Mickie Coe
Rick Coe
Terri Caouette
Tim Caouette

Tracy Wright (sub req.)
Alice LaCoursiere
Gail Haubrich
Help Please
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