
St. Philip’s Church
218-444-4262

www.stphilipsbemidji.org

Parish Staff
Pastor:

Fr. Bill DeCrans                       441-4901

Parochial Vicar:
Fr. Michael Arey                      441-4902

Parochial Vicar:
Fr. Christon Muhero               441-4908

Deacons:
Deacon Kermit Erickson         441-4903
Deacon Robb Naylor              441-4904

Parish Administrator:
Maryhelen Chadwick             441-4906

Bookkeeper:
Tina Stearly                            441-4909

Director of Music & Liturgy:
Bonnie Lee                             441-4905

Faith Formation Staff:
Preschool & Elementary/Safe Environment

Kris Jensen                             441-4944

High School
Sue Hengel 441-4944

Youth Group
Brad Arel 441-4911

Campus Ministry & Adult Formation:
Nancy Goodman 441-4907

Parish Office Coordinator:
Tammy Johnson 441-4900

Facility Maintenance Supervisor/
Holy Cross Cemetery Sexton:

Brad Arel                               441-4911
Maintenance Support Staff:

Jim Shaw.

Rick Dahlman

St. Philip’s School Staff
218-444-4938

Principal:
Jana Norgaard                        ext. 4941

School Office Staff:
Stephanie Glen                       441-4940
Charity Hanevold 441-4942
LeeAnn Jacobson 441-4943

Sister Parish
St. Charles Pennington

2500 Scenic Hwy NE, Pennington, MN
4 p.m. Saturdays from Memorial Weekend

until Labor Day Weekend

Newman Catholic Ministries
BSU/NWTC

All sacramental events take place at
St. Philip’s Church. School year only.

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot
218-444-3835

Open 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. T, W, Th, Fri
Manager:

Norma Himmelright

Spiritual Direction
Tamara Moore

Please call the Parish Office for information.

Mass Times
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM
Monday 8:30 AM
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM

Reconciliation Times
Friday, 6:00 PM
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:45 AM, 10:30 AM
or by appointment, call 444-4262 to schedule

March 12, 2023

We are privileged here at St. Philip’s that while we are in this prayerful season
of Lent, a day has been set aside on March 17 as a DAY OF GRACE. In the sec-
ular world we are used to terms like period of grace, week of grace or a month of
grace. Normally these terms refer to a set length of time after the due date which
payment may be made without penalty. Here the key word is penalty. There is an
element of being forgiven. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
Grace is favor, the free and undeserved help that God gives us to respond to his
call to become children of God, adoptive sons and daughters, partakers of the
divine nature and eternal life. (CCC.1996). I know most of us are familiar with
what we call an Hour of Grace, but the understanding is the same when we talk
of the Day of Grace. It is basically a day dedicated to PRAYER and PENANCE.
It is a day when many spiritual graces are granted. It is a day when most hard-
hearted sinners are touched and forgiven by the grace of God. The trick on the
day of Grace is very simple—we just need to open our hearts and allow the Holy
Spirit to guide us. We just need to make an effort to put all the distractions away
and concentrate on our union with God. It is a precious moment for us. Let us just
grab it.

As some of you might have already heard, I will be leaving for my vacation to
Africa, Malawi, on April 16 and hope to be back on June 1. I am just excited
about it. This is the longest I have been away from my relatives, friends and coun-
try both in terms of distance and duration. I have a lot of good stories and experi-
ences to share with my relatives and friends back home. I know I will miss this
great and vibrant community of St. Philip’s for at least 6 weeks. As I have always
said, this community is a community of faith-filled, jovial, supportive and accom-
modative people. Some of you have given me personal gifts as I travel home. I
say THANK YOU, THANK YOU and THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

I ask for your prayers for my safe trip to and from Malawi. I will, as well, re-
member you in my daily prayers. May God bless and protect you all!

In Christ,

Fr. Christon



Safe Environment —–————–—————–——–————–———
If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the
Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to law enforcement. In addition, the diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number).

Monday, Mar 13
8:30 AM Mass: +Fr. Jerry Rogers

Tuesday, Mar 14
12:10 PM Mass: +Walt Wizner

6:30 PM Mass: +Delores Tacheny

Wednesday, Mar 15
8:30 AM Sch Mass: +Carol Blair

Thursday, Mar 16
8:30 AM Mass: +Jerry Weber

Friday, Mar 17
8:30 AM Mass: +The McCormick Family

Saturday, Mar 18
5:30 PM Mass: +Ira Batchelder

Sunday, Mar 19
7:30 AM Mass: +Jean Wizner
9:00 AM Mass: For the People

11:00 AM Mass: +Ruth Attleberger Karaba

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For Week of March 13 to 19

This Week in the Parish —––—
Monday, Mar 13

7:30 AM Mondays With Mary (Church)
9:00 AM to 8:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
3:00 PM Little Flowers (Social Hall)
6:00 PM Young Women’s Lenten Bible Study (St. Elizabeth Rm)
7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, Mar 14
12:40 PM Lenten Soup Luncheon (Social Hall)

1:30 PM Widow/Widowers Group (St. Kateri Rm)
5:15 PM Adult Choir Practice (Church)
7:00 PM The Chosen and Soup Supper (Social Hall)
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study (St. Cabrini Rm)
7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, Mar 15
9:20 AM Rosary (Chapel)
9:30 AM Divine Mercy Cenacle (St. Kateri Rm)
6:30 PM Faith Formation, grades 1-11

Thursday, Mar 16
10:30 AM Communion Service (Havenwood)

6:10 PM KC Mtg (Social Hall)
6:30 PM RCIA (St. Kateri Rm)
7:00 PM Triduum Choir Practice (Church)

Friday, Mar 17
9:00 AM to 7:00 PM Lenten Day of Grace (Church, Chapel)

10:30 AM Bible Study (St. Kateri Rm)
2:15 PM Stations of the Cross (Gym)
4:30 PM to 6:30 PM Lenten Fish Fry Dinner (Social Hall)
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross (Church)
7:30 PM Holy Hour (Church)

Saturday, Mar 18 Olivewood Imports sale before Mass
8:30 AM to 2:00 PM First Eucharist Faith Finders (Social Hall)

10:00 AM Prayer Hour at Planned Parenthood
4:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)
5:30 PM Newman Club M&M Night (Social Hall)

Sunday, Mar 19 Olivewood Imports sale between Masses
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)
9:00 AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word (St. Elizabeth Rm)

10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)
10:30 AM MS Youth Group (John Glas Fieldhouse, BSU)
12:30 PM HS Youth Group (John Glas Fieldhouse, BSU)

Daily Readings —–————–
For Week of March 13 to 19

Monday, Mar 13
●  2 Kgs 5:1-15ab
●  Ps 42:2,3,43:3,4
●  Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday, Mar 14
● Dn 3:25,34-43
●  Ps 25:4-9
●  Mt 18:21-35

Wednesday, Mar 15
● Dt 4:1,5-9
●  Ps 147:12-13,15-16,19-20
●  Mt 5:17-19
Thursday, Mar 16
●  Jer 7:23-28
●  Ps 95:1-2,6-9
●  Lk 11:14-23

Friday, Mar 17
●  Hos 14:2-10
●  Ps 81:6c-11b,14,17
●  Mk 12:28-34
Saturday, Mar 18
●  Hos 6:1-6
●  Ps 51:3-4,18-21ab
●  Lk 18:9-14

Sunday, Mar 19
●  1 Sm 16:1b,6-7,10-13a
●  Ps 23:1-6
● Eph 5:8-14
●  Jn 9:1-41



Stewardship of Financial Resources

Parish Life —–—————––—

Monthly Contributions
Monthly Total as of 2/28/23 $  79,031.73
Monthly Budget: $105,749.89

Fiscal Year-to-Date (Jul 1 to Jun 30)
YTD Actual: $720,485.43 YTD Budget: $951,749.94

2023 Diocesan Annual Appeal
Parish Goal: $81,917 Actual: $56,337.25 (68.77%)

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Baptisms
Parents who wish to have their child baptized,
will need to complete the online Baptism
Information form, which can be accessed by
scanning the QR code. Once the form is
received, you will be contacted. The next class
will be April 2. Please contact Kris Jensen at 218-441-4944 or
kjensen@stphilipsbemidij.org for additional information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick or Pastoral Visit
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Bill, Fr. Michael or Fr. Christon. If
hospitalized, be sure to indicate you are Catholic upon hospital
admittance.

Sacramental Life ——————

St. Philip’s Mission Statement:

To Accomplish God’s Work

Widow & Widowers Group
The next gathering will take place on Tuesday, March 14 at
1:30 PM in the St. Kateri Room. Come for fellowship and shar-
ing. If you have any questions, call Dianna at 218-358-0939.

Olivewood Imports
John & Ann Miesen, members of St Philips, will be selling
handcrafted olivewood religious items before and after Masses
the weekend of March 18 & 19 to support the Christian Artists
living in the Holy Land. These beautiful items will also be avail-
able for sale during the Fish Fry on Friday, March 17. Items
available include gifts for First Holy Communion, Confirmation,
weddings, and nice faith expression pieces for your own home.
20% of all sales will go to St. Philip’s.

To preview, please go to www.olivewood-imports.com

The choir for Holy Week is open to all
parishioners from youth in grades 6-12
and adults from 18-100! Rehearsals are

Thursdays at 7 PM: March 16, 23, and 30th. Join us to sing for
one, two or more of the days of Holy Week and Easter!

Second Collection Next Weekend
Next week our parish will take up The Catholic Relief Services
Collection. Funds from this collection provide food to the hun-
gry, support displaced refugees, and, and bring Christ’s love and
mercy to vulnerable people here and abroad. Next week, please
give generously to the collection and reveal Christ’s love to
those most in need.

Lenten Day of Grace, Friday, March 17
9 AM-7 PM (Enter through Door #2)
Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Priests will be availa-
ble in the church and the chapel.
***Enjoy our Fish Fry that will take place from 4:30-6:30 PM,
followed by Stations of the Cross and Holy Hour in the church
at 7 PM.

Security Update
Please enter Door #2 for morning Masses (during the school
day). Door #2 will be open 30 minutes before Mass and will be
locked promptly at 8:30 AM. Enter through Door #1 after that
time. For 12:10 PM Masses on Tuesdays, doors will open at
11:45 AM and will be locked at 12:10 PM.

Clergy Days
Our priests will be attending an annual diocesan meeting for
priests May 15-18. They will not be available these days. Com-
munion Services will be held in place of daily Masses.

Scam Alert!
Do not buy gift cards based on what appears to be a personal
email solicitation from any of our priests or staff. THIS IS A
SCAM taking advantage of your generosity. If you ever receive a
text or email requesting your assistance to purchase gift cards,
do not respond—call the Parish Office at 218-444-4262 if you
question the validity of the request.

Easter Flowers for St. Philip’s Church will be supplied, in
part, through the generous donations given by  parishioners
in memory of deceased loved ones, or in honor of the living.

If you wish to make a donation, use your Easter
Flowers envelope in your offertory envelopes, or
place your donation in a plain envelope clearly
marked Easter Flowers. Please indicate the name of

the deceased person(s) your gift is in memory of or the name
of the living person(s) your gift is in honor of. You may place
your envelope in the collection basket or turn it in to the Parish
Office.  All memorials will be published in the parish bulletin
after Easter.



Diocesan News ————————

Ready to be a part of something life
-changing? Jesus needs each one of
us to be his hands and feet
throughout the National Eucharistic

Revival. We’re seeking laypeople, families, religious orders, and
priests to volunteer their time, talents, and prayers in pursuit of
the grassroots renewal our world so desperately needs.

Just as many humble pieces come together to form a glorious
stained-glass image, so too will God use each of us, however
ordinary or imperfect, to bring about this Revival. He only asks
that you listen for his voice! To learn about ways that you can
get involved in the National Eucharistic Revival as a Prayer Part-
ner or Eucharistic Missionary, visit www.eucharisticrevival.org. If
you would like to learn more about upcoming events in the
Diocese of Crookston, visit www.crookston.org/revival.

Summer Youth Camps
Registration for the 2023 Saint John Paul II Middle School
Camp OR the Saint Teresa of Calcutta Camp is now open.
Register online at https://www.crookston.org/jp2camp or
(www.crookston.org/toccamp)

Cost for either camp: $350 per camper OR $325.00 per camp-
er for two or more members of the same family who attend a
Diocese of Crookston camp. Spots are not held for registrants
until a $50 deposit payment has been received). Children whose
families are registered St. Philip’s parishioners will receive a $50
scholarship after attending the camp.

Students in grades 8-12 who are interested in attending the
Steubenville Conference, registration is now open. For more
information email youthgroup@stphilipsbemidji.org.

Diocesan Lenten Mission
Draw closer to God this lent by attending “The Transformative
Encounter with the Living Jesus” – a two-part Lenten mission
in the Diocese of Crookston. The first part takes place on Sun-
day, March 12 at St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Mentor, MN.
The day will begin with 10:30 AM Mass with Bishop Cozzens,
followed by lunch (free-will offering) and a presentation by
Bishop Cozzens exploring the importance of the encounter
with the Living Jesus at the heart of discipleship.

The second part of the mission takes place on Sunday, March 26
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Red Lake Falls, MN. The day
begins with 10:00 AM Mass, followed by lunch (free-will offer-
ing) and a presentation by Father Craig Vasek discussing the
ways to live out this encounter with the Living Jesus. To help us
with food planning, please register at www.crookston.org/
revival. If you have any questions, please email Bob Noel at
bnoel@crookston.org

MARRIAGES & BANNS ~ Please join us in
praying for all newly married couples & those preparing
for the Sacrament of Matrimony:

Matthew Notermann & Sarah Djonne
Exchange of Vows on May 20, 2023

Elijah Gabrio & Gwen Youso
Exchange of Vows on May 27, 2023

John Winter & Janet Bozich
Exchange of Vows on June 30, 2023

Caleb Manecke & Erin Edlund
Exchange of Vows on July 15, 2023

Toby Glen & Kenzie Christiansen
Exchange of Vows on September 9, 2023

Kyle Beckwith & Mary Pratt
Exchange of Vows on September 23, 2023

William Bryant & Jessie Matthews
Exchange of Vows on October 7, 2023

After the first FULL week of the largest worldwide Lenten 40
Days for Life campaign ever, 106 babies have been spared
(that are known of) from abortion since February 22.
~40 Days for Life DAY 13 (March 6) Blog; 40daysforlife.com

3rd SATURDAY PRAYER HOUR: Join the Knights of Columbus at
Planned Parenthood of Bemidji next Saturday, March 18 from
10-11 AM. This prayer hour is held in conjunction with others
around the world praying for an end to abortion during the
current spring campaign. Stay for any length of time. All are
welcome. Questions: Call 218-368-9019.

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” ~John 4:13
Jesus reminds us that material things, even something as basic as
water, can never satisfy us over the long run. When we build our
lives around material possessions we will always want more and
no amount will ever satisfy our desire. True joy and peace only
comes when we follow Jesus - when we become more “God-
centered” and less “self-centered.”

602 Building Update
The Greater Bemidji Area Joint Planning Commission will con-
duct a public hearing to discuss St. Philip’s application to oper-
ate a day care facility operating under a Family Childcare Li-
cense, on their property currently in the UR Urban Renaissance
District. The property is located at 602 Beltrami Avenue. The
hearing will be held Thursday, March 23 at 6 PM in Council
Chambers of the Bemidji City Hall (317 4th Street NW). The
meeting may be attended through Cisco Webex Video Confer-
encing. Questions regarding the hearing should be directed to
Nickolaus Philips, assistant planner at the GBJPB at 218-759-
3561 or nickolaus.philips@ci.bemidji.mn.us.

Daycare Update
St. Philip’s staff will be conducting pre-school screenings in
upcoming weeks. If you have questions, please contact St.
Philip’s School at 218-444-4938.

Alexander and Ardell Nadesan Scholarship
The Alexander and Ardell Nadesan Education Scholarship Fund
was created to provide financial assistance to an eligible Be-
midji High School senior who is an alumnus of St. Philip’s or
an active parishioner. A $500 scholarship will be awarded after
the successful completion of the recipient’s first semester of
college. Learn more at stphilipsbemidji.org.

Apply online by March 31, 2023.

Second Collection for Malawi
A second collection will be taken up on Sunday, March 26 for
the children and elderly in Fr. Christon’s Diocese in Malawi.
Fr. Christon will be taking a much deserved vacation back to
his home this April and we at St. Philip’s Church would like to
show our appreciation for his commitment and devotion to
our pastoral needs. Thank you Father Christon!



Your Parish Representatives:
Parish Council Members: Dave Brooks, Jamie Glen, Marilynne Hodapp, Mike Hougen, Kim Klinger, Tracie Walter, George Whalen
(one more council member needed — contact Fr. Bill DeCrans if interested)

Finance Council Members: Grant Frenzel, Amy Haskell, Roger Heger, Kay Mack, Kirby Washburn
School Council Members: Will Beise, Erin Curran, Sarah Haman, Sarah Martinka, Trudy Peterson, Scott Winter

Trustees: Kevin Erpelding, Tracie Walter

Ministry Schedule —————————————————
March 18/19 ~ Fourth Sunday of Lent

Saturday,
5:30 PM

Sunday,
7:30 AM

Sunday,
9:00 AM

Sunday,
11:00 AM

SACRISTAN Marleen Webb Help Please Joe Bofferding Sue Hengel

CAPTAIN EMHC Marleen Webb Help Please Tracie Walter John Marcum

EMHC - EMHC

Myrna Corvelli
Mary Dufault
Nancy Goodman
Ericka Pickett
Help Please
Help Please
Help Please

Sue Lucas
Shirley Skon
Patti Van Camp
Help Please
Help Please
Help Please
Help Please
Help Please

Joe Bofferding
Alex Froelich
Kimberley Gourneau
Cathy Lalli
Kay Mack
Mary Varriano
Pat Welch
Help Please

Sue Hengel
Gary Johnson
Kim Klinger
Kelly Marcum
Bernie Marshall
Cindy Marshall
Help Please
Help Please

ALTAR SERVER
Lauren Bruley
Brent Siems
Dominic St. Germain

Help Please
Help Please
Help Please

Austin Haman
Jared Haman
Hannah Lock

Sophia Breczinski
Taylor Podmore
Peyton A Stearly

INTRO TO MASS
ANNOUNCER

James Hodges Jennifer Leisenheimer Gretchen Buxton Tony Schussman

LECTOR 1 Nancy Goodman Judith Stai Mary Walter Karen Merschman

LECTOR 2 Cheryl Christlieb Jennifer Leisenheimer Jill-Ann Walter Carol Rettinger

INTERCESSOR Peggy Neumann Carol Schneider Cheryl Larson Ernest Rall

USHER

Mary Dufault
Grant Frenzel
Chris Hanevold
Glen Laginess

Jim Schneider
James Wiltse
Help Please
Help Please

Ayden Homer
Frank Homer
Larry Mack
Ian Spaeth

Ryan Aylesworth
Barbara Fitzgerald
John Miesen
Help Please

GREETER Patricia Hadrava
Charity Hanevold

Help Please
Help Please

Jan Busch
Mickie Coe

Rita Lauderbaugh
Darlene Weber

HOSPITALITY/
FELLOWSHIP

Pat Bartels
Colleen Schulke

Bernadette Aguilera
Rick Coe
Mickie Coe
Stacy Spaeth

Barry Cervenka
Pearl Cervenka
Gail Haubrich
Help Please
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