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Mass Times
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM
Monday 8:30 AM
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM

Reconciliation Times
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:45 AM, 10:30 AM
or by appointment, call 444-4262 to schedule

November 26, 2023
Today we celebrate Christ as our king. The readings invite us to reflect on  the

kind of king Christ is and what it means for us to say that we belong to his kingdom.
The first reading from Ezekiel suggests that human leaders have proved utterly un-
willing to govern by God’s principles, and so the Lord himself will come to lead us.
This promise is fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ, who used his authority to serve
and assist others. God’s idea of leadership is to tend  to the needs of those who are
vulnerable. We have a king who pays attention to us and helps us not only when we
are needy and disadvantaged, but especially when we are needy and disadvantaged.
Specific actions mentioned in today’s Gospel are feeding the hungry, giving drink to
the thirsty, clothing the naked, sheltering the homeless, visiting prisoners and taking
care of the sick.

Is Christ a “king” then? Yes, but not in the sense in which other kings are kings.
He is the only king who really does what we always, deep down, hope for from every
kind of leader: he rescues us from evil and restores our peace. He rescues us, St. Paul
says, from our deepest, darkest, most threatening enemies, sin and death, and he
brings us into a new place, into new relationships, with God, with one another and
with the world.

God knows whether our hearts are compassionate
like the sheep in the Gospel story, or if we are pretending
to be compassionate, like the goats in the story. God
wants our hearts to be truly compassionate, particularly
singling out the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the
naked, the sick and the imprisoned. Perhaps we could
consider ministries to support that involve any of these
groups of people. Perhaps we could help at a local food
bank. We could learn more about the root causes of thirst
and hunger in the world, and ways in which environmen-
tal groups are trying to conserve our natural resources.
We could support peace groups that try to prevent wars.
Do we welcome strangers to our area, such as refugees
or people of other faiths? Or can we consider ways to
support prisoners and their families?

Jesus is our king who constantly ministers to those in most need.
I pray you had a very grace-filled and joyful thanksgiving. We now turn our

attention to preparation for the coming of our Lord.
Jesus loves you,
Fr. Bill



Saturday, Nov 25
5:30 PM Mass: +William Rook

Sunday, Nov 26
7:30 AM Mass: For the People
9:00 AM Mass: +Ellen Vonasek

11:00 AM Mass: +Patricia Upton

Monday, Nov 27
8:30 AM Mass: +Bob Schmickle

Tuesday, Nov 28
6:30 PM Mass: +Marge Gerlach

Wednesday, Nov 29
8:30 AM Mass: +Susie Dahle

Thursday, Nov 30
8:30 AM Mass: +Dawn Wiltse Kern

Friday, Dec 1
8:30 AM Mass: +Mary Jelinek

Saturday, Dec 2
5:30 PM Mass: For the People

Sunday, Dec 3
7:30 AM Mass: +Jeanette Goettl
9:00 AM Mass: +John Grahek

11:00 AM Mass: +Lillian Huderle

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For November 25 to December 3

Sunday, Nov 26
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)
Monday, Nov 27

9:00 AM to 8:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
3:00 PM Little Flowers (Social Hall)
7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, Nov 28
6:00 PM Rosary (Chapel)
7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, Nov 29
9:20 AM Rosary (Chapel)
5:15 PM Adult Choir Practice (Church)
6:30 PM Faith Formation, grades 1-11

Thursday, Nov 30
7:30 AM to 8:00 AM Adoration (Church)
6:30 PM OCIA-Blessed Virgin Mary & The Saints (St. Kateri Rm)
7:00 PM Adoration (FOCUS/Newman) (Chapel)

Friday, Dec 1
Saturday, Dec 2

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM First Reconciliation (Chapel)
4:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Sunday, Dec 3
8:30 AM to 10:30 AM KC Pancake Breakfast (Social Hall)
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

10:05 AM Baptism Class (St. Kateri Rm)
10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

4:00 PM Wake for Ann Loeffler, prayer service at 5PM (Church)
6:00 PM Newman Club (St. Elizabeth Rm)

Daily Readings —–————––
For Week of November 27 to December 3

Monday, Nov 27
● Dn 1:1-6,8-20
●  Ps Dn 3:52,53,54,55,56
●  Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday, Nov 28
●  Dn 2:31-45
●  Ps Dn 3:57,58,59,60,61
●  Lk 21:5-11

Wednesday, Nov 29
●  Dn 5:1-6,13-14,16-17,23-28
●  Ps Dn 3:62,63,64,65,66,67
●  Lk 21:12-19
Thursday, Nov 30
●  Rom 10:9-18
●  Ps 19:8,9,10,11
●  Mt 4:18-22

Friday, Dec 1
●  Dn 7:2-14
● Ps Dn 3:75,76,77,78,79,80,81
●  Lk 21:29-33
Saturday, Dec 2
●  Dn 7:15-27
●  Ps Dn 3:82,83,84,85,86,87
●  Lk 21:34-36

Sunday, Dec 3
●  Is 63:16b-17,19b;64:2-7
●  Ps 80:2-3,15-16,18-19
●  1 Cor 1:3-9
●  Mk 13:33-37

This Week in the Parish —––—

Looking Ahead... ——–———
First Reconciliation: December 2
Immaculate Conception of Mary: December 8
St. Philip’s School Christmas Program, gr 1-8: December 20
Star of the North Eucharistic Congress: May 17-19, 2024



Parish Life —–—————––—

Baptisms
Parents who wish to have their child baptized, will
need to complete the online Baptism Information
form, which can be accessed by scanning the QR
code. Once the form is received, you will be con-
tacted. The next class will be December 3. Please contact Kris
Jensen at 218-441-4944 or kjensen@stphilipsbemidij.org for
additional information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick or Pastoral Visit
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael. If hospitalized, be
sure to indicate you are Catholic upon hospital admittance.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
Raised Catholic but never Confirmed, or want to become Cath-
olic? Visit with Dcn. Robb or Dcn. Kermit to find out how you
can enter into full Communion in the Catholic faith.

Sacramental Life ———————

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the family of
Myra Melberg. May she find rest and peace, and
may her family find comfort in God’s love.

Safe Environment —–————–—————–——–————–———
If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the
Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to law enforcement. In addition, the diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number).

St. Mary’s Mission Appeal
Today is our collection for the support of the school at St.
Mary’s Mission in Red Lake MN. Your generosity has allowed
this life-changing school and the 66 children enrolled to pre-
pare for a future full of hope. Thank you for giving generously
once again, to St. Mary’s Mission Appeal. Watch the SMMA
video and donate online at www.crookston.org/smma.

Christmas Youth Choir
Anyone in grades 4-8 is invited to join. Limit of 20 youth!
We will have 2 practices: December 6 and December 13, after
school until 4 PM. We will lead the music at the 4 PM Christ-
mas Eve Mass! If interested, contact Bonnie Lee to sign up:
blee1@stphilipsbemidji.org or call direct line 218-441-4905.

Parishioner Seeking a Ride to Mass
We have a parishioner that lives in Bemidji who is looking for
someone to provide a ride to and from the 9 AM Mass Sun-
days through the winter months. If you would like to help out,
call the Parish Office for contact information. Thank you!

New Altar Server Training
The Altar Server Ministry is one of the most rewarding opportu-
nities for youth at St. Philip's Church. God calls us to serve and
Altar Servers provide an important service to our parish life.
Serving at the altar is not only a great privilege; it is also the
source of great blessings. Through this ministry, young people
have the opportunity to: be involved in the parish team; learn
about service; learn more about the Catholic Church and the
Mass; and grow in faith.

Altar Server Training will be held on November 29.
Two sessions will be offered, you only need to attend one.

3:00 to 4:00 or 4:30 to 5:30 at St. Philip's Church.
Pizza will be served after the 4:30 to 5:30 session.

Altar Servers must be Catholic and have received the
Sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation.

This training is for new Altar Servers, current Altar Servers do
not need to attend. However if you are already an Altar Server
but have not served in awhile, you can attend.

Contact Bonnie Lee for additional information: 218-444-4262
or blee1@stphilipsbemidji.org

Eucharistic Minister Holy Communion (EMHC)
Outreach – Temporary Need
Seeking EMHC volunteer to bring communion to residents at
Sanford Neilson/Windsong Care Facility. This is a temporary
need from middle of January through February, 2024. EMHC
pray and bring Holy Communion to parishioners/residents, may
assist the priest or deacon with duties at Mass/Communion Ser-
vice. Currently, there are 20 Catholic residents at the complex.
The volunteer schedule is generally 1 to 2 hours per week on
Thursdays at 10:30 AM. The number of hours is flexible to the
volunteer and depending if there is more than one volunteer to
share the visits or to possibly rotate the weekly schedule. Train-
ing is provided. Must be Safe Environment certified. If you feel
called to serve your neighbor in a unique and meaningful way
or have questions, contact Kim Klinger at 701-740-1685.

“Tubs of Christmas Love”
St. Philip’s Church is again filling, “Tubs of Christmas Love”
during Advent. The food and gifts collected will be shared
with local low-income families or those experiencing hard-
ship.

 From Nov 25 to Dec 10 there will be green/red plastic
“Christmas Tubs” in the Social Hall.

 The lid on each tub will have a label identifying the
number of family members, ages of the children and
may have some other specific information.

 The tub can be filled with items appropriate for a holi-
day meal, and/or a gift certificate for perishable food
including items such as turkey, pie, etc. A family game
or small gift items could also be included, but not nec-
essary.

 Simply take a tub, fill it, and return it to the bow win-
dows at the back of the church (on weekends) or to the
Parish Office (during the week). Keep the label attached
to the lid. Return the filled tub by December 11.

 Please detach, and fill out the information slip on the
side of the label, and drop in the box or collection
plate.

 Feel free to partner with another family or your work-
place to fill one!

Bi-Cap, Headstart, Housing Matters, Hope House, and
Churches United have provided the names this year.



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, Dec 3 ~ 8:30 to 10:30 AM

St. Philipés Social Hall

FREE WILL OFFERING
Proceeds will go to Newman Club and FOCUS Ministries.

Employment Opportunities ——

Carmelite Corner —————
Lay Carmelites of The Most Pure Heart of Mary

Calling All Snowbirds — Please Respond!
The time is fast approaching when our snowbirds will be think-
ing about making their journey south. It would be very helpful if
you would contact the Parish Office by phone or email to let us
know when you will be leaving, returning in the spring and for
us to have your snowbird address. This will allow us to pause
envelope mailing and forward tax statements. Send this infor-
mation to rector@stphilipsbemidji.org or call the Parish Office
at 218-444-4262. Thank you!

Searching for Staff Accountant
The Diocese of Crookston seeks a full-time Staff Accountant
who is a self-motivated and team-orientated professional of
high integrity possessing a great work ethic and passion to ful-
fill the Catholic Church’s mission. The position will be based at
St. Philip’s Church in Bemidji and will provide accounting ser-
vices to Catholic parishes in Bemidji and the surrounding area.
Duties include cash receipts, cash disbursements, payroll, prep-
aration of monthly financial reports, and preparation of budg-
ets. The position is 40 hours per week and offers full benefits
(including paid time off, health and dental insurance, life and
long-term disability insurance, and pension). A four-year ac-
counting degree and knowledge of Microsoft Excel is required.
To apply, send a resume with cover letter and references to
Chad Ryan at cryan@crookston.org. Position open until filled.

St. Gianna’s Group Poster Contest
St. Gianna’s Group has kicked off the Pro-Life poster contest in
preparation for the March For Life in January 2024. All children
K-8 are welcome to submit posters to the contest. Contact the
St. Philip’s School Office, 218-444-4938, or Kris Jensen 218-441-
4944 for more information. Deadline for the contest is Dec 20.

Please keep the following individuals in your prayers:
Gloria Gary, Jack Baker, Ron Arel, Lloyd Holy, Angel

Krigbaum, Joann Stradtmann, Beth Butcher, Brandi Green
* If you are in need of prayer from your St. Philip’s family, please
contact the Parish Office to have your name added to the prayer
list, 218-444-4262.

SECOND COLLECTION NOTICE
Beginning this weekend, all second collections will now be
taken up following the regular offertory collection. We will no
longer take up the second collection after communion.

Parish Administrator Employment Listing
St. Philip’s Catholic Church seeks a full-time Parish Adminis-
trator in. The ideal candidate is a self-motivated and team-
orientated professional of high integrity who possesses a great
work ethic and is passionate about fulfilling the Catholic
Church’s mission. The Parish Administrator will assist with all
aspects of parish business operations.

Applicant must be a practicing Catholic in good standing with
the Church. Also required to have earned a Bachelor’s degree in
business administration, management, or accounting. Must be
proficient with MS Office, Outlook, and other technology as
required. Experience in stewardship principles & fundraising
preferred. Full-time position (requires occasional evening and
weekend work) with excellent benefit package.

For more information, contact Fr. Bill DeCrans at 218-441-4901.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE FALL WORLDWIDE CAMPAIGN
The abortion industry fears 40 Days for Life vigils for good rea-
son. With reports continuing to come in, this fall’s recently end-
ed campaign saved 501 babies from abortion (that are known
of), led three abortion workers to become pro-life and leave
their jobs, and saw two abortion facilities close forever!

A full update can be found on the Stand Up for Freedom webcast:
40daysforlife.com/standup *Also on the webcast: news on the 40
Days for Life Institute of Law & Justice’s groundbreaking work to
save freedom of speech in America.

St. Gertrude the Great, was given the following prayer from Our
Lord in the 13th century. She was promised that 1000 souls
would be delivered from purgatory when ever it is prayed. The
prayer was extended to include living sinners as well.
" Eternal Father, I offer the Most Precious Blood of thy Divine
Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said throughout the world
today, for all the Holy Souls in purgatory, for sinners every-
where, for sinners in the universal church, those in my own
home and within my family.”

The next meeting of the Carmelite Community is December 19,
at 5PM in the St. Kateri Room. Call Pat Sturk for information.
218-398-0814.

We are very blessed at St. Philip’s Faith For-
mation to have people who are called to help
our children and youth grow in the Catholic
Faith. They come from many walks of life: high

schoolers, college students, adults with children
in Faith Formation and adults who do not.

What they all have in common is a desire to guide the children
and youth along their faith journey and to share our faith and be-
liefs with them. We are most thankful for their dedication.

Elementary
Kate Bates
Shelley Lapos
Christi Brooks
Kate Templin
Jenny Djonne
Mary Scofield
Sara McFarren
Lisa Geerdes
Liana Schaefer
Emily Lindseth
Laci Podmore

Middle School
Mark Studer
Carol Rettinger
Mike Bates
Ashley Hodapp
Libby Olderman
Stephanie Rupp
Kristin Bruley
Jake Hodapp

High School
Sue Hengel
Elizabeth Mathews
Melissa Columbus
Kirby Ganske
Abby Aylesworth
Mary Jenkins
Jana Norgaard
Support
Stacy Ness
HS Meal Servers
Jennifer Hoefer
Fr. Bill DeCrans
Fr. Michael Arey
Fr. John Kleinwachter

It is God’s wish that we grow
in our faith. -Mother Teresa



Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s?
Call/Email Bonnie Lee (blee1@stphilipsbemidji.org) or call 218-441-4905.

Your Parish Representatives:
Parish Council Members: Dave Brooks, Jamie Glen, Marilynne Hodapp, Mike Hougen, Kim Klinger, Betty Lindy, Libby Olderman, Mary
Rindahl, Ryan Taylor, Tracie Walter.

Finance Council Members: Grant Frenzel, Amy Haskell, Roger Heger, Kay Mack, Kirby Washburn
School Council Members: Will Beise, Erin Curran, Sarah Haman, Sarah Martinka, Scott Winter

Trustees: Kevin Erpelding, Tracie Walter

Ministry Schedule —————————————————
December 2/3 ~ First Sunday of Advent

Saturday, December 2
5:30 PM

Sunday, December 3
7:30 AM

Sunday, December 3
9:00 AM

Sunday, December 3
11:00 AM

SACRISTAN Betty Lindy Brad Arel Mark Studer Connie Aagard

INTRO TO MAS
/INTERCESSOR

Joe Czapiewski
Dcn Robb Naylor

Sue Bruns
Sue Bruns

Ben Baird
Dcn Kermit Erickson

Cheryl Larson
Dcn Kermit Erickson

LECTOR 1 Joe Czapiewski John Carlson Susan Baird Karen Merschman

LECTOR 2 Help Please Cynthia Haskin Roger Heger David Olderman

CAPTAIN EMHC Betty Lindy Brad Arel Help Please Help Please

EMHC

Glenn Aagard
Mary Jo Christenson
Myrna Corvelli
Mary Dufault
Pat Gavin
Help Please
Help Please

April Boucher
Cynthia Haskin
David Hoefer
Joan Klobe
Patti Van Camp
Mary Zigan
Christi Brooks

Help Please
Bernie Marshall
Cindy Marshall
Eleanor Morin
Mike Hougen
Mary Varriano
Pat Welch

Abby Aylesworth
Nancy Goodman
Courtney Haskins
Cathy Lalli
Barb Nyberg
Judith Selby
Megan Ceballos

ALTAR SERVER
Ryker Fraik
Beau Mathiowetz
Reese Truax

Joshua Arel
Elizabeth Brooks
Felicity Brooks

Brooklyn Hougen
Isaac Morin
Ben Hougen

Emma Beise
Paxton Fratzke
Help Please

USHER

Dave Hiscock
Glen Laginess
Janet Moris
Mark Moris

Ephram Boucher
David Brooks
Gary Bruns
Jim Schneider

Gabriel Morin
Bob Schlichting
Help Please
Help Please

Ryan Aylesworth
Ayden Homer
Frank Homer
Randy Nyberg

GREETER
Help Please
Patricia Hadrava

Jennifer Hoefer
Sandy kucera
Pete Kucera

Brenda Borowicz
Jan Busch

Rita Lauderbaugh
Jean Louvar

HOSPITALITY/
FELLOWSHIP

Gail Haubrich
Marilyn Marsh
Karen Schaar
Stacy Spaeth

KC Pancake Breakfast 8:30 to 10:30 AM
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