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December 17, 2023
Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

This Sunday we light the pink candle of joy for Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday
of rejoicing. “Rejoice always”, Paul teaches in the second reading. Today we can
because Christmas is almost here, but rejoice always? Is this even possible? Yes!

Isaiah is overjoyed because the Spirit of the Lord is upon him and sends him
to do good works such as healing, and bringing the news of God’s justification to
His people. Isaiah knows the Lord is with him and has given him great work to do.

In the responsorial psalm, we’re told Mary is full of joy because the Lord has
looked upon her with favor and has done great things for her. She’ll be the mother
of Christ and all generations will call her blessed. Like Isaiah, Mary knows that
because the Lord is with her, she receives great meaning and purpose.

John the Baptist finds joy in his mission and purpose as he cries out: “Make
straight the way of the Lord.” In a time of darkness for his people, John testifies
to Christ, “The Light,” so that others may have hope and believe through Him.
Again, John lives out the purpose given to him and knows the Lord is at hand.

Isaiah, Mary, John, and Paul rejoice because they know the Lord is with them
and working through them. They have Good News and find it glorious to share it.
What is our good news to share? Maybe, like Isaiah, we have good news about
meaningful work or service we have been called to. Perhaps, like Mary, we have
good news about our blessings of family or friends we’ve been blessed with. Or
perhaps times may be dark today, but like John we have good news about a future
filled with hope in Christ.

St. Paul teaches us to “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and in all circum-
stances give thanks.” We don’t do so because our prayers are always answered, or
because we’re thankful for circumstances that are always in our favor. We do so
because in Christ we always have Good News to share. It may not be as dramatic
as the news we heard in today’s readings, but it’s personal and meaningful for us,
because we know how the Lord has blessed us and given our lives meaning and
purpose.

In the darkness of Advent and always, we look to the light of Christ and cele-
brate in the Good News we have in Him. In our rejoicing we come to the Lord
unceasingly with our needs, as we do in our prayers and petitions. And we give
thanks for all of God’s gifts, especially the gift of His Son. Can we rejoice al-
ways? Yes!

Blessings for Advent,
Deacon Robb



Saturday, Dec 16
5:30 PM Mass: +Ira Batchelder

Sunday, Dec 17
7:30 AM Mass: For the People
9:00 AM Mass: +Ellen Vonasek

11:00 AM Mass: +Tessie Dahlman

Monday, Dec 18
8:30 AM Mass: +Stephen Vencel

Tuesday, Dec 19
6:30 PM Mass: +Lil McCormick

Wednesday, Dec 20
8:30 AM Sch Mass: +Tom & +Jvonne Gray

Thursday, Dec 21
8:30 AM Mass: +Gerry Gerlach

Friday, Dec 22
8:30 AM Sch Mass: +Mary Jelinek

Saturday, Dec 23
5:30 PM Mass: +Susan Beveridge

Sunday, Dec 24
7:30 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Emily Restad
9:00 AM Mass: For the People

11:00 AM Mass: +Betty Goodman
Sunday, Dec 24 Christmas Eve

4:00 PM Mass: For the People
6:30 PM Mass: +Don Carlson

10:00 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Virginia Nihart

Monday, Dec 25 Christmas Day
10:00 AM Mass: +Archie & +Beverly Tolman

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For December 16 to 25

Sunday, Dec 17
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)
9:00 AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word (St. Elizabeth Rm)

10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)
2:30 PM MS Youth Group Christmas Party (Social Hall)
5:00 PM HS Youth Group Christmas Party (Social Hall)

Monday, Dec 18
9:00 AM to 8:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
3:00 PM Little Flowers (Social Hall)
7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, Dec 19
11:30 AM Finance Council Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

5:00 PM 3rd Order of Carmelites Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)
5:15 PM Adult Choir Practice (Church)
6:00 PM Rosary (Chapel)
7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, Dec 20 No Faith Formation
9:20 AM Rosary (Chapel)
9:45 AM Divine Mercy Cenacle (St. Kateri Rm)

12:00 PM Widow/Widowers Group (St. Kateri Rm)
1:00 PM St. Philip’s School Christmas Program (Church)
6:30 PM St. Philip’s School Christmas Program (Church)

Thursday, Dec 21
7:30 AM to 8:00 AM Adoration (Church)

10:30 AM Communion Service (Havenwood)
5:00 PM Society of St. Vincent de Paul Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)
6:10 PM KC Mtg (Social Hall)
7:00 PM Eucharistic Revival Team Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)

Friday, Dec 22 No School
9:00 AM Rosary (Chapel)

Saturday, Dec 23
4:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Sunday, Dec 24
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Daily Readings —–————––
For Week of December 18 to 25

Monday, Dec 18
● Jer 23:5-8
● Ps 72:1-2,12-13,18-19
●  Mt 1:18-25
Tuesday, Dec 19
●  Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a
●  Ps 71:3-4a,5-6a,16-17
●  Lk 1:5-25

Wednesday, Dec 20
●  Is 7:10-14
●  Ps 24:1-2,3-4ab,5-6
●  Lk 1:26-38
Thursday, Dec 21
●  Sg 2:8-14
●  Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21
●  Lk 1:39-45

Friday, Dec 22
●  1 Sm 1:24-28
● Ps 1 Sm 2:1,4-5,6-7,8abcd
●  Lk 1:46-56
Saturday, Dec 23
●  Mal 3:1-4,23-24
●  Ps 25:4-5ab,8-9,10,14
●  Lk 1:57-66

Sunday, Dec 24
●  2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16
●  Ps 89:2-3,4-5,27,29
●  Rom 16:25-27
●  Lk 1:26-38
Dec 24 & 25 Christmas Readings
●  Is 9:1-6
●  Ps 96 (4:00 PM) & 98
●  Ti 2:11-14
●  Lk 2:1-14

This Week in the Parish —––—



Parish Life —–—————––—

Baptisms
Parents who wish to have their child baptized, will
need to complete the online Baptism Information
form, which can be accessed by scanning the QR
code. Once the form is received, you will be con-
tacted. The next class will be January 14. Please contact Kris
Jensen at 218-441-4944 or kjensen@stphilipsbemidij.org for
additional information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick or Pastoral Visit
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael. If hospitalized, be
sure to indicate you are Catholic upon hospital admittance.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
Raised Catholic but never Confirmed, or want to become Cath-
olic? Visit with Dcn. Robb or Dcn. Kermit to find out how you
can enter into full Communion in the Catholic faith.

Religious Vocations
Contact Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael for more information.

Sacramental Life ———————

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the families of
Joyce Ethen, who passed away December 2 in St.
Cloud and Leanna Bergschneider, mother of Deb

Rossman. May they find rest and peace, and may their families
find comfort in God’s love.

Safe Environment —–————–—————–——–————–———
If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the
Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to law enforcement. In addition, the diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number).

Christmas Choir
10 PM Mass on Christmas Eve. 8th graders through adult are
invited to join the Christmas Choir singing at the 10:00 PM Mass
on Christmas Eve.

Our final rehearsal will be Tuesday, December 19 from 5:15 to
6:15 PM. Former choir members and members of other choirs
or cantors are encouraged to sing in the choir!

Christmas Flowers for St. Philip’s Church are sup-
plied, in part, through the generous donations given by pa-
rishioners in memory of deceased loved ones, or in honor of
the living.

If you wish to make a memorial, please use your Christmas
Flower offering envelope in your packet of envelopes. Or,
place your donation in an envelope clearly marked Christmas
Flowers. Please indicate the name of the deceased person(s)
your gift is in memory of, or the name of the living person(s)
your gift is in honor of. Place your envelope in the collection
basket or turn it in to the Parish Office. All memorials will be
published in the parish bulletin after the Christmas season.Mass Obligations for the 4th Sunday of Advent

(Dec. 24th) and Christmas.
Catholics are obliged (blessed!) to attend Mass two times in
that period of three days. Either Saturday evening or Sunday
morning, for the 4th Sunday of Advent, as well as Sunday even-
ing or Monday morning for Christmas. Technically some canon-
ists argue you could attend two Christmas Masses, one on Sun-
day and one on Monday or even two on Sunday and fulfill your
two obligations. At any rate, please inform the faithful of their
obligations to attend two Masses in those three days.

Mass schedule for the 4th Sunday of Advent: Saturday evening
(Dec. 23) at 5:30 PM and Sunday morning (Dec. 24) 7:30, 9:00,
and 11:00 AM.

Mass schedule for Christmas: Sunday evening (Dec. 24) at 4:00,
6:30, and 10:00 PM and on Monday (Dec. 25) at 10:00 AM.

Year End Appeal – Financial Stewardship
As we near the end of the calendar year, and at the beginning
of the Liturgical Year, we find it a good time to ask our parish-
ioners to give strong consideration and prayer to increasing
their level of giving to St. Philip’s. Our parish family is provided
with a large array of services that are an answer to our Parish
Mission: To Accomplish God’s Work. Many/most of these ser-
vices and ministries have a financial cost, and we are working
to meet those needs as each month goes by. It comes as no
surprise to parishioners to know that the cost of running a
parish, a school, religious formation, and the many other ser-
vices has gone up. Please consider increasing your weekly and
monthly giving by 6 – 10%. We would also welcome year-end
lump sum gifts.

We also want to encourage people that have not done regular
giving in the past. Time after time, we hear from people that
talk about how much their lives were enriched once they start-
ed regular giving. Whether it is through setting up an ACH for
funds to flow automatically, or through dropping a contribu-
tion into the baskets at Mass, your gifts will come back to you
tenfold in blessings.

For help in receiving envelopes to use at Mass or for help with
setting up an ACH, please contact Tammy at 218-444-4262.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Church of St. Philip

Christmas Eve:
Sunday, December 24 ~

4:00 PM, 6:30 PM, or 10:00 PM

Christmas Day:
Monday, December 25 ~ 10:00 AM

Mary, Mother of God:
Monday, January 1 ~ 9:00 AM

“Oh Come Let Us Adore Him”



Widow & Widowers Group
The next gathering will take place on Wednesday, December
20 at 12:00 PM in the St. Kateri Room. Come for fellowship and
sharing. Optional, feel free to bring a sack lunch. If you have any
questions, call Dianna at 218-358-0939. All are welcome!

St. Gianna’s Group Poster Contest
St. Gianna’s Group has kicked off the Pro-Life poster contest in
preparation for the March For Life in January 2024. All children
K-8 are welcome to submit posters to the contest. Contact the
St. Philip’s School Office, 218-444-4938, or Kris Jensen 218-441-
4944 for more information. Deadline for the contest is Dec 20.

Please keep the following individuals in your prayers:
Andy Guisti, Gloria Gary, Jack Baker, Ron Arel,

Lloyd Holy, Angel Krigbaum, Joann Stradtmann,
Beth Butcher, Brandi Green

* If you are in need of prayer from your St. Philip’s family, please
contact the Parish Office to have your name added to the prayer
list, 218-444-4262.

Men’s Faith Formation Opportunity
Catholic men, are you looking for ways to build your prayer life,
increase your faith and build fellowship with other men of the
parish? COR is a men’s faith formation and fraternal opportuni-
ty sponsored by the KC but open to ALL men of the parish.
Come to one of the first sessions either 6:00 AM on January 10
or 6:30 PM on January 11.

Carmelite Corner —————
Lay Carmelites of The Most Pure Heart of Mary

A Carmelite saint, St. Therese of Lisieux is quoted in the cate-
chism. "For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look
turned toward heaven, it is a cry of recognition and love, em-
bracing both trail and joy. CCC. 2558. What is prayer to you?

The next Carmelite meeting is December 19 at 5 PM in the St.
Kateri room. Call Pat Sturk for information at 218-398-0814.

Christmas Decorating
Have a fun activity time alone or with the kids! We will deco-
rate: Sunday, Dec 17 after the 11 AM Mass; Dec 19 at 7 PM;
Dec 22 at 9 AM. Sign up by contacting Bonnie Lee at 218-441
-4905 or blee1@stphilipsbemidji.org. This qualifies for family
school volunteer hours.

MARK THE CALENDAR
2024 MARCH FOR LIFE

Saturday, January 20, 2024 ~ 12 Noon
Beltrami County Courthouse, Bemidji

Salvation Army Bellringers Needed
During this Advent Season, there is a need for volunteers to
ring the Salvation Army bell. Volunteers would work for two-
hour bell ringing shifts between December 18 and Christmas
eve. All shifts are indoors at Lueken’s North. Ringing the bell  is
easy, and so rewarding. Remember: all money raised stays  in
Beltrami County to help those in need. If you are interested,
please call Kristi at 218-556-2679.

December Pastoral Council Meeting Notes
 The council discussed future educational opportunities that

parish members will have to learn more about our faith in
the upcoming months.

 Reviewed the Little Saints Daycare ribbon cutting.

 The plan for Christmas Masses.

 Discussed how successful adoration has been since the Eu-
charistic Revival has started at St. Philip’s.

If you have any questions please reach out to any of your Pas-
toral Council representatives listed on page 5 of the bulletin.

Ministry Schedule —————————————————
December 23/24 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent

Saturday, Dec 23
5:30 PM

Sunday, Dec 24
7:30 AM

Sunday, Dec 24
9:00 AM

Sunday, Dec 24
11:00 AM

SACRISTAN Betty Lindy Ashley Hodapp Tracie Walter Help Please

INTRO TO MASS
INTERCESSOR

Roger Heger Carol Schneider Mollie Rupp Carol Rettinger

LECTOR 1 Roger Heger Carol Schneider Mary Walter Nancy Goodman

LECTOR 2 Bernie Marshall (sub req.) Jennifer Leisenheimer Mollie Rupp Cheryl Larson

CAPTAIN EMHC Marleen Webb Brad Arel Help Please Kelly Marcum

EMHC

Mary Jo Christenson
Mary Dufault
Betty Lindy
Bernie Marshall (sub req.)
Cindy Marshall (sub req.)
Cyndy Scanlan
Help Please

April Boucher
Jake Hodapp
Ashley Hodapp
Patti Van Camp
Help Please
Help Please
Help Please

Alex Froelich
Kay Mack
Stephanie Rupp
Dan Walter
Sharon Zarrett
Help Please
Help Please

Nancy Goodman
Gary Johnson
Kim Klinger
Cathy Lalli
John Marcum
Karen Williams
Help Please

ALTAR SERVER
Alexander Fraik
Ryker Fraik
Isabelle (Issie) Spaeth

Nicholas Amberg
Joshua Arel
Molly Haskell

Jared Haman
Austin Haman
Help Please

Paxton Fratzke
Help Please
Help Please

USHER

Mary Jo Christenson
Dave Hiscock
Cyndy Scanlan
Ian Spaeth

Ephram Boucher
Ron Hendricks
Philip Hodapp
Jim Schneider

Dave Cwikla
Ayden Homer
Frank Homer
Corey Rupp

Help Please
Help Please
Help Please
Help Please

GREETER
Patricia Hadrava
Jean Louvar

Amy Haskell
Eleanor (Elly) Hodapp
Help Please

Myrna Cwikla
Frank Homer

Help Please
Help Please



Your Parish Representatives:
Parish Council Members: Dave Brooks, Jamie Glen, Marilynne Hodapp, Mike Hougen, Kim Klinger, Betty Lindy, Libby Olderman, Mary
Rindahl, Ryan Taylor, Tracie Walter.

Finance Council Members: Grant Frenzel, Amy Haskell, Roger Heger, Kay Mack, Kirby Washburn
School Council Members: Will Beise, Erin Curran, Sarah Haman, Sarah Martinka, Scott Winter

Trustees: Kevin Erpelding, Tracie Walter

Ministry Schedule —————————————————
December 24/25 ~ Christmas Masses

Christmas Eve Mass
Sunday, Dec 24

4:00 PM

Christmas Eve Mass
Sunday, Dec 24

6:30 PM

Christmas Eve Late Mass
Sunday, Dec 24

10:00 PM

Christmas Day Mass
Monday, Dec 25

10:00 AM

SACRISTAN Connie Aagard Help Please Tracie Walter Help Please

INTRO TO MASS Tony Schussman Help Please Help Please Cory Gish

FIRST READER Ernest Rall Sue Bruns Sue Hendricks Laura Hansen

SECOND READER Help Please Pam Murray Kay Mack Karen Merschman

CAPTAIN Connie Aagard Marleen Webb Help Please Ed Daigle

EMHC Glenn Aagard
John Carlson
Louise Gish
Doug Gish
Help Please
Kelly Marcum
John Marcum
Eleanor Morin
Sharon Zarrett
Help Please
Help Please

Monica Barrette
Courtney Haskins
Help Please
Barb Nyberg
Mary Zigan
Help Please
Help Please

Mary Dufault
Sue Hendricks
Help Please
Kay Mack
Cindy Marshall
Bernie Marshall
Patti Van Camp
Mary Varriano

Christi Brooks
John Carlson
Lisa Freise
Kim Klinger
Help Please
Mary Scofield
Pat Welch
Karen Williams
Help Please

SERVERS Taylor Podmore
Tatum Strassburg
Mallery Vigen
Help Please

Sydney Beise
Emma Beise
Help Please

Jonathan Quandt (Mentor)
Jill-Ann Walter
Lee Walter

Elizabeth Brooks
Felicity Brooks
Help Please

USHERS Glenn Aagard
Rick Coe
Richard Lehmann
Gabriel Morin
Dick Robinson
Help Please

Gary Bruns
Ron Hendricks
Bob Murray
Bob Schlichting

Troy Hendricks
Larry Mack
Mark Moris
James Wiltse

David Brooks
Sam Gish
Help Please
Help Please

GREETERS Mickie Coe
Rita Lauderbaugh
Gabriel Morin
Help Please

Jan Busch
Help Please
Help Please

Coleen Wiltse
Help Please

Jane Daniels
John Freise
Mary Scofield
Darlene Weber

INTERCESSOR Deacon Kermit Erickson Deacon Robb Naylor Help Please Judy Stai
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