
St Joe’s Respect Life Community Communiqué, February 27 

Praying to End Abortion at Planned Parenthood 
 

Our Lent 40 Days for Life campaign runs March 5 - April 13.  
Our vigil site is at the Planned Parenthood at 5978 Powers 
Avenue.  Led by our Respect Life Co-coordinator Savannah 
O’Brien, prayer pals advocate for the unborn.  Florida‘s 
Heartbeat Protection Act protects most innocent unborn 
human beings in their mothers’ wombs after 6 weeks.  All 
abortions before 6 weeks are legal, and exemptions for 
victims of rape, incest, and human trafficking legalize abortion 
up to 15 weeks.  In cases when the life of the mother is at risk 
there are no restrictions. In 2024 there were 64,854 abortions 
performed in Florida.  Sign up at 40 Days for Life. 

We take our Church Bus on First Saturdays to Planned Parenthood following the 8:00am Mass.  
We depart around 8:45am from the Historic Church parking lot and return around 10:30am. Our 
next trip is March 1.  We supply signs but bring your own Rosary.  You don't have to climb aboard 
the bus, just drive yourself and meet us at Planned Parenthood (5978 Powers Ave).  The Holy Spirit 
has moved some of our parishioners to stand as witnesses, praying for the most vulnerable.  
Since our last Communiqué I witnessed 74 hours over 42 days.  I observed 392 “customers” 
enter, received 4,991 positive and 210 negative reactions from passersby, and passed out 27 
“Blessing Bags” containing pro-life information.  We also witnessed 2 potential and 2 firm SAVES 
during this time. Thank you to the 42 people who came out to stand up for the unborn with me 
during this time.  I invite, encourage, and pray that all St Joseph pro-lifers will do the same, as their 
circumstances permit.  We have difficulty maintaining a pro-life presence on the sidewalk at 
Planned Parenthood during weekday hours.  Young people on the sidewalk are a great visual and a 
resource to effectively communicate with “customers” who are members of the same generation.   
Please pass the word to faithful pro-life people you know.  They do not have to be parishioners or 
Catholic.  Have them contact me at paulmunnell@gmail.com or 941-416-1325. 

 

Divine Mercy House Year in Review 

Divine Mercy House Maternity Home serves women facing a crisis pregnancy, with little 
to no support, and who courageously choose life for their unborn babies.  In 2024, with 
very few periods of vacancy, they housed 9 women with their children in the home, 
while providing maternity and baby supplies to an additional 32 women outside the 
home, and assisting local pregnancy centers with supplies as well.  Currently there are 

45 women on the waiting list to get into the House.  Support at donate — Divine Mercy House. 

https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/jacksonville
mailto:paulmunnell@gmail.com
https://www.divinemercyhouse.org/give


 

First Coast Women’s Services Year in Review 

We pray, listen, counsel, offer help, and try to redirect abortion-minded people on the sidewalk at 
the abortion facilities in Jacksonville to go to local pregnancy resource centers.  Please take note 
of the success that the First Coast Women’s Services pregnancy resource center had when we 
are able to redirect individuals and couples there... 

 

Women’s Help Center Fund Raiser  
 

 



  
Our regularly scheduled Holy Hours for Life are on the first Wednesday of the month in the Cody 
Center Chapel from 7:00-8:00pm.  Our next Holy Hour for Life will be on Wednesday, March 5, 
7:00-8:00pm.  Please come and help us pray for the unborn in Eucharistic Adoration if you can.   

 

Death Penalty...Florida Executions 

 

On February 13 James Ford was executed by the state of Florida for the murders of Gregory and 
Kimberly Malnory.  Prompted by the FCCB’s Advocacy Network, members of our Respect Life 
Community were encouraged to message/petition to Gov DeSantis to commuting James’ 
sentence to life without parole.  That effort being unsuccessful, we held a special Holy Hour for 
Life on February 12 for Mr. Ford, his victims Greg and Kimberly Malnory, their families, and the 
more than 4,000 innocent children executed in this country every day by the evil practice of 
abortion. 

Edward James is scheduled to be executed on March 20 for the 1993 murders of Betty Dick and 
her eight-year-old granddaughter, Toni Neuner.  If you are a subscriber to the Florida Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, you should receive an email urging Gov Ron DeSantis to spare the life of 
James Barnes.  Just click on the “Take Action” button to make your voice known.  If you are not a 
subscriber, you can sign up at this link Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops - Florida Catholic 
Advocacy Network - Tallahassee, FL.  If this effort is unsuccessful, we will hold another special 
Holy Hour for Life on March 19, from 7:00-8:00pm for Mr. James, his victims Betty Dick and Toni 
Neuner, and the more than 4,000 innocent children executed in this country every day by the evil 
practice of abortion. 

 

https://www.flaccb.org/florida-catholic-advocacy-network
https://www.flaccb.org/florida-catholic-advocacy-network


Invitro Fertilization 

The Catholic Church acknowledges that infertile couples “suffer greatly” and encourages fertility 
research, but condemns in vitro fertilization (IVF).  One of the Church’s major objections is that 
IVF separates conception from the marital act.  Techniques used to conceive a baby outside the 
womb “dissociate the sexual act from the procreative act,” the Catechism states (2376), adding 
that “the act which brings the child into existence is no longer an act by which two persons give 
themselves to one another.”  Millions of embryos (babies) are frozen, aborted, miscarried, or 
otherwise discarded in the process of IVF every year, with some estimates as high as 4 million 
babies each year, around four times as many children killed through abortion.  EXCLUSIVE: 4 
million babies victimized by IVF every year, says pro-family activist Katy Faust - LifeSite.   IVF is 
NOT PRO-LIFE, please educate your friends, neighbors, and others in your sphere of influence.   

Infertility 

From an organization known as Springs in the Desert, there is a program called Arise, a Small 
Group that meets monthly at Holy Family Catholic Church to support couples experiencing 
infertility challenges, please pass along this information to anyone you know in this situation... 

   

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P86.HTM
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/exclusive-4-million-babies-victimized-by-ivf-every-year-says-pro-family-activist-katy-faust/?utm_source=digest-profamily-2025-02-25&utm_medium=email
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/exclusive-4-million-babies-victimized-by-ivf-every-year-says-pro-family-activist-katy-faust/?utm_source=digest-profamily-2025-02-25&utm_medium=email


End of Life Planning 

 

Muffins4Life 

Lastly, a plug for our diocese-wide monthly (usually, although 
there will be no March event) get togethers for people 
interested in Life issues.  Guest speakers from various areas 
in the Human Life & Dignity ministry make presentations on 
timely issues and plenty of delicious muffins are served.  The 
cost is FREE, but occasionally donations are requested for 
specific purposes (i.e. ”Special Request: Please bring 
donations for Rachel's Vinyard.  Items needed are: ...“).  These 
meetings are held at different locations within our diocese, 
provide a great opportunity to hear what’s going on, and serve 
as an excellent way to network with faithful people in the 
Human Life & Dignity Ministry (not just Catholics).   

 



 
Human Life and Dignity Resources (Quick Reference Guide) 
With so many local resources and opportunities to help support a culture of life and not enough space 
to get all these in our Bulletin, I have this as a regular space in our Communique. If you know of any 
other resources that provide support in these areas of our ministry, let me know. 

  
Help with High-Risk Pregnancy  

Wolfson Children's High-Risk OB / Perinatal | Wolfson Children's | Jacksonville, FL 
(wolfsonchildrens.com) 
University of Florida Health Jacksonville High-Risk Pregnancy - Pregnancy (mother and baby care) - UF 
Health Jacksonville (ufhealthjax.org) and Heart Care in Pregnancy - Women's Health - UF Health   
St Vincent's (Level III NICU) Healthcare | Ascension  
Doctor Ratings Best High Risk Pregnancy Doctors in Jacksonville, FL | Healthgrades 
Pre Natal and Post-Pardum Help Welcome to the Motherhood Space Day Program! Mental Health 
Support for New Moms (youtube.com) and Find Postpartum Support With 'The Motherhood Space' 
(jacksonvillemom.com)  
 

Unborn Advocacy 

"Why We're Pro Life" links to ebooks (Why We're Pro-Life (catholic.com) English and Por que Somos 
Provida (catholic.com)) Español  
First Saturdays Prayer Bus Pilgrimage to and Pro Life advocacy at Planned Parenthood. Leaves Historic 
Church at 8:45am, returns by 10:30am. Contact Paul at paulmunnell@gmail.com or 941-416-1325 if 
interested in more frequent vigils to Planned Parenthood on any day of the week.  
Holy Hour for Life in Eucharistic Adoration, First Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00pm.  
 

Unplanned Pregnancy?  

Divine Mercy House Maternity Home Divine Mercy House  Contact Amy at 904-268-6282  
Contact — Divine Mercy House  
First Coast Women's Services Pregnancy Help & Information Jacksonville, FL • Free Pregnancy Clinic 
Services (fcws.org) 904-262-6300  
Pregnancy Resource Center Information PRC-Directory-2023.pdf (dosafl.com) 
 

Adoption/Foster Parenting  

Choose Life License Plates Choose Life - Florida (flchoose-life.org) 386-339-1885  
Foster Parenting/Family Support Services Foster Care - Family Support Service of North Florida, Inc. 
(fssjax.org)  
Isaiah 117 House Isaiah 117 House 
Foster Closet Home - Foster Closet 
 

Currently Involved with Abortion?  

Abortion Pill Reversal Abortion Pill Reversal - Home 877-558-0333 Changed mind/heart? Save your 
baby. Abortion Worker Home | abortionworker.com or call 888-570-5501 Escape the Abortion Industry 
and get assistance to find respectable health care work.  
 

https://www.wolfsonchildrens.com/services/high-risk-obstetrics
https://www.wolfsonchildrens.com/services/high-risk-obstetrics
https://ufhealthjax.org/conditions-and-treatments/pregnancy/high-risk-pregnancy
https://ufhealthjax.org/conditions-and-treatments/pregnancy/high-risk-pregnancy
https://ufhealth.org/specialties/womens-health/services/heart-care-in-pregnancy-program
https://healthcare.ascension.org/
https://www.healthgrades.com/find-a-doctor/florida/best-doctors-for-high-risk-pregnancy-in-jacksonville
https://www.youtube.com/@themotherhoodspace
https://www.youtube.com/@themotherhoodspace
https://jacksonvillemom.com/health-wellness/mental-health/wolfson-the-motherhood-space/
https://jacksonvillemom.com/health-wellness/mental-health/wolfson-the-motherhood-space/
https://cdn.catholic.com/wp-content/uploads/Pro-Life-sample.pdf
https://cdn.catholic.com/wp-content/uploads/por_que_somos_provida_sample.pdf
https://cdn.catholic.com/wp-content/uploads/por_que_somos_provida_sample.pdf
mailto:paulmunnell@gmail.com
https://www.divinemercyhouse.org/
https://www.divinemercyhouse.org/contact
https://fcws.org/
https://fcws.org/
https://life.dosafl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2023/08/PRC-Directory-2023.pdf
https://flchoose-life.org/
https://www.fssjax.org/what-we-do/foster-care/
https://www.fssjax.org/what-we-do/foster-care/
https://isaiah117house.com/
https://fostercloset.org/
https://abortionpillreversal.com/
https://abortionworker.com/


 

Post Abortion Healing  

Rachel's Vineyard Rachel's Vineyard (rachelsvineyard.org) Local rachelsvineyardjax@yahoo.com or call 
Mary Huston at 904-221-3232  
Support After Abortion Support After Abortion 833-403-HEAL (4325)  
Can't Stay Silent Can't Stay Silent (cantstaysilent.com)  
 

Reproductive Loss  
Grief Share Red Bird Ministries | Human Life & Dignity -Human Life & Dignity (dosafl.com)  
Red Bird Ministries Red Bird Ministries | Human Life & Dignity -Human Life & Dignity (dosafl.com) 
Contact Regina at reginabquinones@gmail.com  
 

Special Needs 
Camp I Am Special Camp I Am Special | Catholic Charities Jacksonville (ccbjax.org)  

Contact (904) 230-7447 campiamspecial@ccbjax.org  
Morning Star School Morning Star School | (morningstar-jax.org) Contact Abbie Johnson (904)721-
2144 development@morningstar-jax.org 
San Sebastian Catholic Church Deaf Ministry (6) San Sebastián Catholic Church Deaf Ministry-St. 
Augustine, FL | Facebook  
 

End of Life  

Guide to Palliative Care and Hospice Catholic Catholic Guide to Palliative Care and Hospice — The 
National Catholic Bioethics Center (ncbcenter.org)  
Palliative Care & Hospice for Children Community PedsCare® | Community Hospice & Palliative Care  
Health Care Advance Directives Patients Rights Council  
Euthanasia / Physician-Assisted Suicide to-live-each-day-with-dignity-hyperlinked.pdf (usccb.org)  
 

Death Penalty  

Death Penalty Death Penalty | Human Life & Dignity -Human Life & Dignity (dosafl.com)  
Prison Ministry Prison Ministry - Diocese of St. Augustine (dosafl.com) Contact John Chick, 904-293-
3807 or jchick@dosafl.com or Local at St Joseph Deacon Corky Hecht dcncorky91@yahoo.com  
 

Human Trafficking  
Blue Campaign Blue Campaign | Homeland Security (dhs.gov) 888-373-7888 Human Trafficking Hotline 
Asservo Project Home - The Asservo Project  
 

Same-Sex Attraction 
Courage & Encourage About - Courage International, Inc. (couragerc.org)  

Contact: Fr. Ed Murphy (904) 797- 4842 ewmurphy59@gmail.com  
Desert Stream/Living Waters Ministry Who We Are | Desert Stream Living Waters  
 

Thank you all for helping to build a culture of LIFE! 
--  
Paul Munnell  
Respect Life Coordinator, St Joseph's Catholic Church 
I’m Not Retired, I’m a Professional Pap  

https://rachelsvineyard.org/
mailto:rachelsvineyardjax@yahoo.com
https://supportafterabortion.com/
https://www.cantstaysilent.com/healing-resources/?_hsmi=228395477&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9TRVT7lYE0DrWxGrSBHV6HeyJc8WHryG0n0lOSlwdR52BFwyXYrUQtWBIkUmQrk94xGRspSUEJo4qzZf4BtZzO02fR9g
https://life.dosafl.com/red-bird-ministries/
https://life.dosafl.com/red-bird-ministries/
mailto:reginabquinones@gmail.com
https://www.ccbjax.org/camp-i-am-special
mailto:campiamspecial@ccbjax.org
https://morningstar-jax.org/
mailto:development@morningstar-jax.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/865945394622628/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/865945394622628/
https://www.ncbcenter.org/store/catholic-guide-to-palliative-care-and-hospiceenglishpdf-download
https://www.ncbcenter.org/store/catholic-guide-to-palliative-care-and-hospiceenglishpdf-download
https://www.communityhospice.com/services/community-pedscare
https://www.patientsrightscouncil.org/site/
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/assisted-suicide/to-live-each-day/upload/to-live-each-day-with-dignity-hyperlinked.pdf
https://life.dosafl.com/death-penalty/
https://dosafl.com/prison-ministry/
mailto:jchick@dosafl.com
mailto:dcncorky91@yahoo.com
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign
https://www.theasservoproject.org/
https://couragerc.org/about/
mailto:ewmurphy59@gmail.com
https://www.desertstream.org/who-we-are

