
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time© 

 I once knew a wonderful elderly woman named Loretta.  Loretta was 

a fine God-fearing Christian woman.  She went to Church regularly and was 

charitable…. A real pillar of the community.  She always kept her eyes on 

Jesus.  In fact, perhaps the only worldly thing that Loretta wanted…. Was… 

to win the lottery. 

 I know it sounds silly, but she really wanted this, so, she prayed 

earnestly to the Lord, “Oh God, please…. Let me win the lottery.” 

 But, alas… she seemed to have No Luck.  So, she prayed even more 

fervently, “Oh lord, just let me win the lottery.  I don’t really want the 

money, so I promise, I’ll give it all to the Church.” 

 But, still, she had no luck.  Week after week, year after year, no matter 

how much she prayed… she never won the lottery. 

 Eventually, Loretta died, and being a fine Christian woman, she was 

taken by the Angels to heaven, and she came before the throne of God, and 

she just couldn’t help herself; she had to ask, “God, why wouldn’t you let me 

win the lottery?  I didn’t ask for much and even promised you the  money… 

Why couldn’t you let me win?” 

 To which, God smiled…. Looked lovingly at his newly sainted 

daughter… and said….. 

 “Loretta…. If you want to win the lottery…. You GOTTA buy a ticket.” 

 I tell you that story, as an example of cooperation.  God wants to give 

us grace, but we have to be willing to accept it, and let it change us, like 

Naaman did in the first reading. 

 We didn’t hear the first part of that story; that Naaman was an 

Aramean, a high-ranking general as a matter of fact.  That the Arameans and 



Israelites were enemies.  That Naaman only knew about Elisha, because of 

his wife’s slave girl, who was an Israelite, taken as booty after a battle with 

Israel; and perhaps most important, that the Arameans would have had 

their own gods, whom they worshiped and sacrificed to. 

 So it took a lot of faith for Naaman to come into enemy country and 

seek a man of a foreign God. 

 And when Elisha first tells him to wash 7 times in the Jordan, he is 

insulted.  He expected Elisha to do something extraordinary…. But he finally 

cooperates, and is cleansed.  It is somewhat obvious that it is NOT Elisha 

who cured him, but the God that Elisha represents.  That’s why Elisha won’t 

accept any gifts for the healing, and Naaman settles for taking 2 mule loads 

of the earth from Israel, so that he can praise and sacrifice to the God of 

Israel.  And perhaps the most important part of this story is that God 

chooses to go beyond the people of Israel… to extend healing to a foreigner. 

 Which can bring us right to the Gospel.  Jesus who is the son of God, 

not just a man of God, heals   lepers.  And one of these men is NOT like the 

others.  One of them is a Samaritan.  A foreigner.  But Jesus chooses to heal 

him, as well as the 9 Israelites.  And it’s the foreigner that returns to give 

thanks. 

 Again, what’s perhaps most important for us, is that Jesus chooses to 

heal a foreigner. 

 Which brings us to the Letter of St. Paul to Timothy, who is a Greek 

Gentile by the way.  St. Paul reminds him that Jesus Christ who was raised 

from the dead, is a descendent of David.  He’s as Jewish as a Jew can be.  But 

He is also the Word of God, who is bigger than David, and therefore all 



people not just the Jews are chosen.  Through Christ, God chooses that ALL 

may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, together with Eternal Life. 

 He goes on, “This saying is trustworthy:  If we have died with Him 

(meaning Jesus, which we all have, because he has chosen us foreign 

gentiles 2000  years later to be baptized into His death). 

 If we have died with Him, We shall also live with Him….. if we 

persevere.  If we cooperate with the grace of God…. We shall also reign with 

Him…. Forever. 

 Brothers and Sisters, Loretta DID get her wish, because when she 

stood face to face before God’s throne in heaven…. She hit the ultimate 

jackpot. 

 And we can too.  ….. In fact, we’ve been chosen to…. 

If we persevere.  If we cooperate with Grace. 


