
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time© 

 Today’s readings seem to have a common theme of perseverance.  

In the first reading from Exodus, the Chosen people ran into a little 

problem on their way to the Promised Land.  Amaleck is attempting to 

wipe them out before they even get established.  So, Moses engages 

them in battle, and as long as he persevered in holding out his arms…. 

The Israelites had the better of the battle. 

 Have you ever seen how long you can hold your arms out like 

this?  It’s not as easy as it looks.  Go ahead try it.  Now be careful not to 

strike the person next to you.  We’ll save that for the widow in the 

Gospel. 

 Anyway, it is tiring, as you’ll see if you keep them out for long, and 

then you’ll understand why Moses needed help to persevere. 

 Okay, so now on to the Gospel.  We are introduced to a somewhat 

pesky widow, who keeps coming at the judge.  You can just imagine; 

every time the judge turned around, there she was, “Render me a just 

decision.”  Every day when he came to work, “Render me a just 

decision.”  Every day when he left for home, “Render me a just decision.”  

The woman must have been a little scary, because, The judge is 

eventually afraid that she is going to strike him.--- The original Greek 

really translates, “sock him in the eye.” 

 (It makes you wonder about ancient Israeli justice .  Those guys 

must have been tough.) 

 But, remember why Jesus told this parable in the first place?  It 

was “about the necessity for His disciples, which includes us by the way, 



to pray always, without becoming weary.”  And then he ends with, “But 

when the Son of Man comes… Will he find Faith on the earth?” 

 So….. This Parable is NOT about black eyes, It is about prayer….. It  

is about our relationship with God.! 

 O.K.  … Let’s look at that.  Let’s look at this as our relationship with 

our heavenly father. 

 As children, how do we begin our relationship with our parents?  

I’ll tell you, As needy, totally dependent red-faced humanoids.  And all 

we do is cry when we need something, and our parents are supposed to 

figure out what it is.  Is he hungry?  Is she wet?  What do they want?  

And we keep squawking until our need is met.  The relationship is 

completely one-sided. 

 As we grows, we becomes a little more independent, but we are 

still a little needy.  We still keep asking, But at least now, we can put it 

into words.  “Mom, I’m hungry… Can I get something to eat?  Can I have 

a new iphone?  I need new Nike’s!  And finally… “Dad, can I borrow the 

Car?  And by then, we’ve learned persistence, so it’s, “Please, please, 

please, please, please…. Can I borrow the Car?” 

 And then, after they spend 100’s of 1,000’s of dollars on our 

education, and we finally become self-sufficient, so we don’t NEED them 

anymore…. Then…. we NEVER seem to call them at all. 

 Hopefully that’s not true…. And hopefully, it’s not true in our 

relationship with God either.  Prayer is about MORE than just telling God 

what we need.  It’s about thanksgiving, and Praise, And Adoration, and 

even listening…  It’s about our relationship with God and Jesus Christ.  

It’s about our attitude and the way we live our life.  That’s how we can 



pray “always.”  That’s how we remain faithful, as St. Paul asked Timothy 

to do. 

 And, if we persevere… When the Son of Man comes------ He WILL 

find US faithful here on earth, and take us eternally to dwell with our 

Father in heaven.  Where and When All of our Needs… will be fulfilled. 

 What more COULD we need, than to be in the eternal presence of 

God! 


