
Christ the King (C) 

 Viva El Christo Rey! 

 Today we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King, and this rally cry 

of ‘Viva el Christo Rey,” should especially evoke those of you with 

Mexican heritage.  It was the Battle cry of the Christeros during the 

persecution of the Catholic Church in Mexico by President Calle and his 

followers. 

 They tried to outlaw the practice of the Catholic Faith.  they seized 

Church property and tortured and killed many Catholics who would 

NOT renounce their Faith, especially priests.  Blessed Miguel Pro is a 

shining example of those they maltreated. 

 But,… what the persecutors soon found out , is that, while they 

may pass laws about the practice of the Faith…. They could not legislate 

people’s hearts.  The Christeros tenaciously held to their Faith, and 

refused to depose Christ as their King, and replace Him with some 

secular government, or philosophy. 

 Today is also the last Sunday of the Liturgical year, and so the 

readings speak of the End-Times, when Christ will ultimately mount his 

throne of Glory and judge all of mankind. 

 He shepherds his sheep, and separates them; The good, to live 

with Him in eternal splendor in His Kingdom…. The Bad, to go off to 

eternal damnation with the Prince of Evil and Darkness.   

 And he has earned his heavenly throne by being obedient to his 

father and mounting the Cross-, where he won our salvation.  And that’s 

what we hear in today’s gospel; That he was hung upon the cross under 

a sign, which proclaimed his crime, “This is the King of the Jews.” 



 In the first reading we hear of the anointing of the second most 

powerful and beloved King of Israel, King David.  David reigned over the 

glory days of the Hebrew Kingdom.  He united his people and expanded 

their borders and filled their treasury.  After his death, the People 

longed for another like David, and the prophets foretold of one to come 

that was of the house of David, and would be greater than David… and of 

course, we all know who that one was and IS.  It continues to be Jesus 

Christ, the Eternal King. 

 And the Gospel for today shows us that Jesus is also the King of 

Mercy.  While he is hanging there on the cross, just minutes from death, 

Dismas, the good thief, admits his guilt and pledges his belief when he 

asks Jesus to Remember Him,… when he comes into his KINGDOM… and 

how does Jesus respond?  “I tell you TODAY… you will be with me…. In 

Paradise. 

 I don’t know about you, but I want to be with Jesus in Paradise 

one day too.  I hope all of us are.  But to get there, we have to ask 

ourselves,  “Who is our King?  Is it Christ?  Do we pay him due tribute in 

the poor and the needy?  Do we feed the hungry, tend to the poor, and 

visit the sick or imprisoned? 

 Or do we make ourselves the King of our lives and hearts; 

worrying only about our own wants and needs, while we ignore those 

around us? 

 

 When Christ comes in his Glory,… What will WE Say? 

Let it Be…..       !Viva El Christo Rey! 


