
2nd Sunday of Advent (a) 

 Today we celebrate the second Sunday of Advent.  Advent is a time of 

preparation.  St. Joh the Baptist is crying out for everyone to Repent!!! And 

prepare the way of the Lord.  And he’s not messing around.  He calls the Pharisees 

and Sadducees a brood of vipers, for fleeing from the coming wrath.  St. John says 

“(The Lord) will clear His threshing floors and gather his wheat into his barn… but 

the chaff He will burn in the unquenchable fire.”  Well, that’s not very pleasant for 

the chaff. 

 I think I like the first reading from Isiah better.  He writes several centuries 

before Joh the Baptist, and he is also talking about the coming of The Lord, a 

shoot that sprouts from the stump of Jesse.  This is referring to the Kingly line of 

David, from which the Messiah is prophesied to come.  And he too will strike the 

ruthless and slay the wicked, but he also speaks of “Then, the wolf shall be a guest 

of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the young 

lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.  The cow and the bear 

shall be neighbors, together their young shall rest; the lion shall eat hay like the 

ox.  The baby shall play by the cobra’s den, and the child lay his hand on the 

adder’s lair.  There shall be no harm or ruin on all MY holy mountain.” 

 Isiah is speaking about a world… the way it was meant to be.  The way God 

created it to be in back in the beginning.  In the Garden of Eden. 

 I guess to really understand Christmas, and what we are preparing for, and 

why it is so amazing…. We have to go back to the beginning.  And I mean the very 

beginning.  We need to ask the primary basic question, WHY?  Why are we here?  

Why is there anything at all…. Instead of just…. Nothing? 



 The Ancient Greeks and Romans spoke of gods that created people, but to 

them, we were just Barbie dolls and GI Joe action figures to play with.  Their 

supposed gods had no meaningful inter-relationship with us. 

 Science would tell us that we’re just random accidents.  A bunch of 

molecules collided and mutated until we happened to be born.  If that’s true, and 

the chance of that actually happening is so miniscule that it is beyond very highly 

unlikely, but if that is true, then everything is meaningless.  Our lives are basically 

worthless and pointless.  We should just live for as much pleasure as possible, and  

then, if things get tough, just check out. 

 But…. What if the world was made by God, for the glory of God.  And he 

Saw that it was good, No, not just good, but glorious.  The snow-capped 

mountains and the seemingly endless oceans with white beaches, and the sky 

filled with stars. And so He wanted to share the world with others.  And not just 

as a play land for Barbie and Ken, but with others, who could share in His Glory, 

and consciously appreciate everything about His creation, and about Him himself.  

With Beings made in His image, enlivened by His breath, whom He could 

genuinely love… and who could and would, love Him back. 

 Remember the old Baltimore Catechism? 

Q.  Why did God make you? 

A.  God made you to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this world, and 

to be happy with Him forever in heaven. 

 That’s true, but a little antiseptic.  We should unpack that a  bit, so that it is 

easier to believe.  That Human Beings are made for love.  We are created to live in 



a relationship of LOVE with God.  We are created to live in a relationship of love 

with others.  Being created male and female is good and integral to loving.  We 

are equal in dignity and complementary in mission.  We were made for 

relationship With God and with each other; Our destiny is to be divinized and 

partake of God’s nature.  That begins at baptism and is fed by the sacraments.  

Every time we receive Holy Communion, we are getting closer to God, closer to 

becoming one with God.  To being with God in heaven. 

 And when God created all of this on His Holy Mountain, the Garden of 

Eden, He walked in the Garden side by side with Adam and Eve.  Eternal Bliss. 

 But something went terribly wrong. 

 But, you’re going to have to come back on Thursday, the Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception, (which is a Holy Day of Obligation by the way,) to find 

out what. 


