
4th Sunday of Advent 2022 

 It’s the fourth week of Advent.  We’ve lit the last candle of the Advent 

Wreath.  It won’t be long now.  How are we doing?  Did we take John the Baptist’s 

advice?  Did we prepare the way for the LORD?  If not, there is still time.  Amazon 

offers over-night delivery, and God is always waiting for us.  Waiting for us to 

Repent.  Waiting for us to Respond to His invitation.   

 In fact, that’s the fourth and final installment of this serial homily on the 

Kerygma; The Good News.  If you remember, in the Beginning God created the 

most awesome place imaginable, our World, and we the people are his crowning 

masterpiece, made in His image so that we can be loved by Him and love Him in 

return. 

 But Satan rebelled against God and trapped us into turning against our 

maker as well.  We were captured in a world of sin and pain and death.  But Jesus, 

who is God’s only son, came into the world as one of us.  That is what Christmas is 

all about, and he willingly died to save us from everlasting death and restore us to 

everlasting life instead. 

 So…. How do we respond?  How do WE RESPOND?   

 29% of Americans, that’s 3 out of 10, just don’t care.  When asked about 

religion, they profess to be N O N E S…. Nones, and I don’t mean Benedictines.  

(Sorry Sister.)  Can you imagine?  I mean, let’s say you are in a car accident, and 

trapped, pinned down somehow.  And the car starts on fire.  Then someone 

comes along, frees you from the wreckage and drags you away, just before your 

SUV explodes into a fireball.  This passer-by saved your life.  He rescued you.  Are 

you just going to ignore him.  I hope NOT. 



 I hope you are going to thank him profusely, I hope you develop a life-long 

friendship of gratitude and I hope you live your life differently, more fully with 

more meaning and philanthropy, to help others live better as well. 

 And that’s what Jesus wants too.  He wants us to enter a relationship with 

Him, and His Father, through their Holy Spirit.  He wants us to enter a 

transformational life-changing and ongoing encounter with Him. 

 That relationship should begin with Gratitude.  We should think about and 

thank Jesus everyday for what He did for us.  And the best way to do that is to join 

Him at the sacrifice which he shares wit us in the Holy Eucharist.  God should 

become the most important thing in our lives.  And we should accept His power, 

His omnipotence, and surrender ourselves to His well in love.  He only wants what 

is best for us, and if we would just get out of the way, He can use us in amazing 

ways.  That’s what Joseph does in the Gospel.  He gives up his personal plans of 

divorcing Mary and did as the Angel of the Lord had commanded him.  He took his 

wife into his home and gave her son the name Emmanuel; God is with us. 

 And, since we’ve been rescued… don’t we want others to be rescued too? 

 Let’s look at St. Paul as an example.  After he was struck down on the Road 

to Damascus and had his encounter with Christ, he calls himself a slave of Christ 

Jesus, called to be An Apostle set apart for the Gospel.  An Apostle is one who is 

sent out, and the Gospel is the Good News.  So, Paul is called to be a proclaimer 

of the Saving—Rescuing power of Christ.  HE wants those apathetic 29% who 

don’t care, to wake up and be rescued too.  

 Now, I’m not saying you should go knocking on doors or shove the 

Catechism in anybody’s face.  That usually does more harm than good.  But you 



can make Sunday Mass a foundational part of you family’s life, and let God take 

control.  I guarantee you will find peace and joy.  And your neighbors will wonder 

what the source of your joy is…. and you can witness The Gospel to them by 

example.    

 And, hey, Next Week is Christmas. 

Maybe you can invite them to Mass. 

 Jesus has rescued US. 

 He wants to rescue the entire World. 

 ……. WE CAN HELP!!!! 


