
Christmas 2022 

 First, I would like to offer a very Merry Christmas to all of you and your 

families, from myself and the whole staff here at St. Mary’s.  We hope your 

celebration of the liturgy with us will lift you up to the Lord, as He has come down 

to earth, to dwell with us. 

 Tonight, we began our celebration of Christmas with a reading from the 

Prophet Isaiah.  He says, “The people who walked in darkness, (And that would be 

all people after Adam and Eve’s fall in the garden, so that would include us.)  The 

people who walked in darkness…. Have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt 

in the land of doom (again, us) a light has shone.” 

 And tomorrow, we end our readings with St. John’s Gospel, declaring, “And 

the WORD became Flesh.” 

 So, I think there are two main themes here that the whole Christmas story 

is sort of sandwiched between.  And those are Word…. And Light. 

 Let’s begin with Word, because, in the Beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God… and the Word WAS God.  And this if Key because the 

Word…. Became…. Flesh. 

 Now, it’s not unusual to celebrate birthdays.  Most of us celebrate them 

every year…. At least until we get to a certain age.  And the birthdays of some 

famous people, like George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are declared 

holidays, and everyone in America celebrates them.  But the Word becoming 

Flesh could be paraphrased as the Birth of God.  That’s what we’re celebrating 

here today.  The Birth of God. 



 And we are talking about THE one almighty God, here.  The great I AM.  It 

isn’t just about some character in a story, or a fairy tale.  He wasn’t born “Once 

upon a time, in a galaxy far, far away” … He was born in those days when Caesar 

Augustus called for a census of the whole world, while Quirinus was governor of 

Syria.  Perhaps not exactly on December 25th, but at a real time in history, 

currently thought to be about 6 BC. 

 And, all births are a reason for hope in New Beginnings, in a New Life.  But 

the birth of God becoming man gives us hope of not JUST new…. But of 

Everlasting life. 

That’s what Jesus did.  He brought us light in a world of darkness and 

gloom.  Because of sin, we are destined for death.  And death is the End of a 

person…. Unless…. That person is also God.  Then, that person can resurrect to 

everlasting life. 

 That’s why Jesus was born; to save us from eternal darkness and 

deliver us to everlasting LIGHT.  At our baptism, we are given a candle, lit from the 

Easter Candle and told to “receive the light of Christ.”  And to keep it burning 

brightly.  To walk always as a child of light, to keep that flame alive in our hearts.  

So that when the Lord comes, we may go out to meet him with the saints in the 

heavenly Kingdom. 

When we were baptized, we became children of light, and Children of God.  

You may have noticed a tree in the sanctuary, next to the high altar, covered with 

Angels.  Each Angel has the name of someone who was baptized in the last two 

years here at St. Mary’s.  Not to say that they have become Angels, in fact, the 

angels are jealous of us, because we are made in the image of God, and through 



the sacraments, we share in the life of Christ as members of his body, the Church.  

If you will… we are deified.  As the Word became flesh, so our flesh shares in the 

resurrection of the Word, which is God.  

Because Jesus is born…. WE can become word and Light.  And that is the 

reason for the whole world to celebrate.  Because there is nothing more 

important in life… or death on this planet than God becoming man, in the Christ 

Child, and our opportunity to SHARE in their life, their everlasting life of LOVE. 

Let us contemplate on that a while today… and we will indeed have a very… 

Merry… Christmas. 


