
Mary, Mother of God, 2023. 

 2023!   

What will it be? 

 It’s a new year, so… we ponder the future.  We wonder how long it will take 

us to actually start putting the current correct date our checks…. And we think 

about NEW things. 

 In the Gospel, we hear about a newborn baby, and His mother.  This is her 

first child, so she is a new mother. 

 And, we might ponder the future of this new-born child.  What will He be? 

 Well, in the first reading, St. Paul tells us, “…that when the fullness of time 

had come, God sent his son…… born of a woman.” 

 What does “The fullness of Time” mean?  Well, it means eventually, finally, 

one day.  It has been nearly 14 centuries since Aaron had blessed the sons of 

Israel.  Was that finally enough time passed to bless them with His own Son?  Was 

that enough Years? 

 Some sociologists suggest that the World itself had finally reached a 

fullness enough, so that it was ready to receive a Universal Savior.  Widespread 

Greek influence under Alexander the Great had spread a common culture and 

language throughout the Mediterranean World.  The Roman conquest expanded 

unification even further through the Pax Romano, and trade routes extended far 

into the East and Africa as well.  Consequentially, the Gospel could explode onto 

the World, not just Bethlehem. 



 So, was Jesus the Messiah; the one they were so patiently waiting for?  The 

shepherds thought so.  They went away glorifying God, for they found what the 

Angel told them to be true, so they believed all that eh Angel told them.  And do 

we remember what that was?  What the Angel said about the child in the 

manger?  We heard las week that he said, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I 

proclaim to you Good News of great joy, that will be for ALL people.  For today in 

the city of David, a Savior has been born for you, who IS Christ and Lord.” 

 The Christ; The Lord; The Messiah who would save them from their 

oppressors.  They were looking for someone to save them from the Roman 

Occupation, but Jesus was SO much larger than that.  It was the fullness of time, 

from the beginning of time, when God created the world, and sin entered it.  

Jesus was not just the Christ and Lord… He was the Son of God.  Actually, He IS 

GOD.  But, born of a woman.  Mary.  And that makes her the Mother of God, 

which is what we celebrate today. 

 And since He was born of a woman, we who are also born of women, can 

also become adopted sons and daughters of God.  We can call God, Abbe, Father.  

We no longer need be slaves of sin.  We are in fact, heirs of God! 

 As we look forward to this year, do we foresee Blessings from the Lord.  

Will this year be the fullness of time for us.  Will it finally be enough time as a 

slave?  We can instead BE THE children of God we are meant to be. 

 Let us be like Mary the Mother of God.  Let us ponder these things in our 

hearts.  Take some time to contemplate what God has done for us.  We can learn 

all of the doctrine with our heads, but we can only experience an encounter with 

the newborn child, who is our God and Savior in our Spirits and hearts.  Take time 



to pray.  Then we can say, as did Mary, “Let it be done to me, according to God’s 

will.” 

 Then 2023 will be everything it possibly can be.  It will be Awesome.   

God WILL Bless us! 


