
Third Sunday of Advent 2022 (Rescued) 

 So, last Sunday, we heard about all the wonders of God’s Creation, and how 

he created us to share it with Him.  Then on Thursday, we heard about how Satan 

came along and messed everything up by luring us into sin, and death became a 

dark sinister veil overshadowing everything.  We were captured. 

 This week, our responsorial psalm sort of sums up where we are at.  

“Lord…. Come and save us.”  The Lord sets captives free, so “Lord, come and save 

us.  The Lord raises up those who are bowed down (that would be us), so Lord, 

come and save us.” 

 In other words… HELP!!! 

 Help us return to that world Isaiah is talking about.  We hear more this 

week about how the desert will rejoice and bloom.  We will see the Glory of 

God—The splendor of God.  He is coming with vindication, with divine 

recompense.  He is coming TO SAVE US! 

 And how will we know when HE has come? 

 Isiah tells us, “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened.  The ears of the 

deaf be cleared.  Then will the lame leap like a stag.  Then the tongue of the mute 

will sing.” 

 But WHEN?  How LONG? 

 James in his letter tells us, “Be patient Brothers and Sisters, until the 

coming of the Lord.”  And then he uses the Farmer as an example who waits for 

the precious fruit of the earth.  You know, I don’t know how you farmers out 

there do it.  We live in a world of instant gratification, and we want it NOW!!! 



 And I think John the Baptist is getting a little tired of waiting too.  The poor 

guy is sitting in prison because of his preaching to “Prepare the Way of the Lord.”  

So he sends his disciples to Jesus to ask, “Hey!  Are you the one?  Or do we have 

to look for another?”  Do we have to continue to wait???? 

 And Jesus doesn’t just come out and say, Yeah!  I’m Him.  I’m God incarnate 

and have come to save you and kick Satan’s behind to free your souls from his 

tyranny.”  You see, Jesus has a plan.  To save us by surprise.  He doesn’t want 

Satan to know He’s here.  He wants to catch that devil off-guard. 

 So, He says simply, “Go tell John what you hear and see.”  Which is that, 

“The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

and even that the dead are raised.  And the poor have the good news proclaimed 

to them.” 

 Well, this sounds very familiar, doesn’t it?  Where have we heard this?  

From Isiah of course.  These are the exact things Isiah says will happen when Our 

God Comes… To SAVE us! 

 You see, the Devil doesn’t realize that, in order for God to save us from 

death, He had to enter into death Himself. 

 Satan would NEVER dream that the Almighty Creator of the world would 

ever lower Himself to the point of actually becoming incarnate Himself.  I mean, 

look at the windows on the north side of the Church.  Does that little baby in 

Mary’s arms look like a threat to anything, especially to evil incarnate. 

 But, Listen to what the book of Wisdom prophecies.  “While gentle silence 

enveloped all things, and night in its swift course was half gone, your all powerful 



word leaped from heaven, from the royal throne, into the midst of a land 

doomed… A Stern Warrior!”  And that’s what Jesus is:  A stern Warrior.  He may 

be the Prince of Peace, but first, He has to do some damage to evil.  He is hunting.  

He is the ultimate ambush predator.  He defeats sin through love.  He smashes 

death, by dying Himself, willingly, for love of US. 

 By dying Himself, he enters into Hell, and frees all of those, even Adam and 

Eve from the Prison of death in Sin.  He rescued them. 

 By His resurrection, he destroyed death, and restored Eternal Life to all 

who believe in Him.  He makes all things New.  He transfers Adam and Eve to His 

Father’s Eternal Kingdom and makes it possible for all of us to become adopted 

sons and daughters of God as well.  Through the Holy Spirit and the power of the 

Almighty, He was able to re-establish the Everlasting Kingdom where he would 

reign forever.  He rescued US. 

 This was all done, by his willingly accepting the Cross.  But, to end up there, 

on the wood of the cross, Jesus had to begin there, in the wood of the manger.  At 

Christmas, we’re celebrating God’s incarnation… so that He can Save US. 

 And next week, we’ll talk about what this should mean to us… in other 

words, “Now what”? 

 


