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 Not everyone is a great conversationalist, so there are books written on 

such things by supposed experts.  Probably the most popular is the Dale Carnagie 

book, “How to Make Friends and Influence People.”  There is also one entitled, 

“How to Talk to Anyone About Anything.”  Or there is my favorite, “Surrounded 

by Idiots”, subtitled, “The Four Types of Human Behavior and How to Effectively 

Communicate with Each in Business (and in Life).”  And one thing that all of these 

books would agree on is that one basic concept to keep an exchange going, is to 

ask the other person questions.  So, Jesus and this scholar must have read at least 

one of these books because they begin their conversation with questions. 

 But if you read between the lines…. This isn’t really just a pleasant social 

encounter. 

 It says that the Scholar is “testing” Jesus. 

 And Jesus seems to be testing the Scholar right back.  It’s turning into a 

theological tennis match, which Jesus tries to end simply by re-enforcing the 

scholar’s own answer to his own seemingly simple question, “What must I do to 

inherit eternal life.”  I mean, after all, every third grader knows that, Right?  Love 

God and love your neighbor. 

 Look at what Moses, the giver of the law says in Our First Reading from 

Deuteronomy.  “His law is NOT mysterious and remote.  It’s NOT up in the sky, or 

across the sea.  No.  It is something very near to you, already in your mouths and 

in your Hearts; you have only to carry it out!” 



 BUT… the Scholar wants to Justify HIMSELF, so… He asks another question.  

“Who IS my neighbor?”   

 The expert authors of the good conversation books also dedicate chapters 

to tell us that if you want to drive home a point and maintain the listener’s 

interest…. Tell a story.  So, what does Jesus do? 

 Jesus is a master storyteller.  We find many of them by way of parables, 

especially in Luke’s Gospel.  And of course, one of the most well-known is the 

Parable of the Good Samaritan.  It’s comforting and consoling… but also 

somewhat accusatory.  After all, Jesus tells us that the PRIEST---passed by on the 

opposite side of the road.  This parable has spoken to me a little more personally 

since I’ve been ordained, because we expect a little more of a priest, but it speaks 

to us all.  Haven’t we all hurried by someone in need—we can’t’ be bothered or 

we don’t want to get involved. 

 I’ve also found some Jewish scholars who suggest that perhaps the Levite, 

or the Priest, since they were on the road to Jerusalem, perhaps they were on 

their way to the Temple to perform some sacrificial liturgy, and if they came in 

contact with a bleeding person, they would become defiled.  But, whatever their 

excuse, ….. They pass the victim by. 

 Let’s forget about the Levite and the Priest in the Parable.  Let’s focus 

instead on the Eternal High Priest who offers  the ultimate sacrifice in the Temple 

of heaven itself.  The one who Paul tells the Colossians created all things and in 

whom all things hold together.  What would Jesus do?  What would we do?  Let’s 

remember the Law of Moses.  If we see someone lying in the road in desperate 

need… What should we do????  What’s in our heart? 



 The whole thing can be summed up by the Collect—the Opening Prayer for 

today’s Mass.  Listen to it again. 

 “O God, who show the light of your TRUTH to all who go astray, so that 

they may return to the right path….. Give all who for the Faith they Profess are 

accounted CHRISTIANS, the grace to reject what ever is contrary to the name of 

Christ…. And to strive after ALL that does it honor. 

 No matter what the excuse…. To pass by a person in obvious need is 

contrary to the name of Christ.  When we see a person in need, do we give honor 

to the Christian name that we bear? 

 Jesus tells us, the Levite and Priest….. did NOT.  While the Samaritan (which 

the Jews held in very low esteem) did.   

 And then, Jesus asks the Scholar one more question… “Which of these 

three, in your opinion, was “neighbor,” to the robbers’ victim?”   

 To which he gives the obvious answer, “The one who treated him with 

Mercy”.  The one who aced in a way worthy of being called an honorable 

Christian.  Who acted in the light of Truth. 

 Jesus tells him, and also tells US, “Go and do likewise!” 

 And that is THE END of this conversation.  If you would like to research 

more about social interaction, you can refer to the books I mentioned, or the 

many others written on the subject.  If you’d like to know more about “What we 

must do to inherit eternal life.”  I can also suggest a book to help with that. 

 Read the Bible. 


