
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time January 15, 2023  Cycle A 
 
Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6; 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3;  John 1: 29-34 
 
 

Here we are, about two weeks into the new year, 2023.  It’s not too 

long ago, many of  us were involved in making New Year’s resolutions.   

When we made New Year’s resolutions, we all had every intention of  

keeping that resolution. I’m sure we all had some good ideas, 

strategies on how to lose weight, save money, quit drinking, spend 

more time with our kids, strive for a more balanced life, etc.  

 

But it doesn’t always work out for one reason or another.   I wonder 

how we are all doing with those plans now?  Perhaps, part of  the 

problem is that some of  our resolutions should be of  a spiritual 

nature, with a focus on God and our relationship with Him.   

 

Perhaps our prayer, or resolution, should simply be… 

Lord help me to discern what your will, what your plan is for me.  

 And please, give me the strength to follow it. 

 

We all have heard it before: 

 when we were conceived,  

God had a definite plan in mind  

for each one of  us.     

 

Are we closer to God’s plan for us today than we were two weeks 

ago…or are we farther away? 

 

 

Our Responsorial Psalm today:   

Here I am Lord, I come to do your will   

is pretty powerful when we take the time to meditate on it.   

 

 

 



If  we all discerned our direction in our lives, and then prayed  

Here I am Lord, I come to do your will.    

     

Wouldn’t that be powerful! 

 

 

It’s so easy to pray sometimes, like:  

 Lord, I want this, or I want that. 

 

Our prayers should be more like: 

 Lord, I know you have a plan for me and my life, help me to 

 discern your will, your plan for me.  I come to do your will. 

 

With an approach to prayer like that, I know we have a better chance 

of:   feeling God working within us 

   and being more aware of  His blessings and graces.  

 

 

In our gospel passage today, we come upon a group of  disciples 

gathered in conversation.  It is still early on in their following of  

Jesus, and these disciples are not completely aware of  who this 

remarkable man, truly is.  They only feel the magnetism of  his 

personality, and hear his call to follow.  Jesus remains largely a 

mystery to them. 

 

Many times on our spiritual journey, we are like these disciples.  We 

stand around waiting for a John the Baptist,  a Pope Francis, or a 

saint like Mother Theresa to bring us to God.   

 

It is more important that we understand and recognize that the Lord 

Jesus already lives in each of  us.  God the Father has imprinted each 

of  our souls with His Divine Plan.  The Holy Spirit is constantly 

nudging us in the direction of  this Divine Plan. 

 

On this occasion, John the Baptist is with the disciples.  Spotting 

Jesus approaching, John proclaims to the group in a bold voice:  



“Here is the Lamb of  God who takes away the sin of  the world.” 

 

 

This man, Jesus, was truly the son of  God.  John could see what 

others could not. He could see clearly what you and I have trouble 

seeing. We can learn from John.  We have to step away from a society 

that pulls us in so many wrong directions.   

 

Like John we must open our eyes to God’s truth;  

we must stop to pray,   

to discern,  

to re-direct our lives,  

to recognize that God is the very reason for our being.   

That he does live within us.   

That it is our responsibility to treasure that,  

nurture that,  

and appreciate how awesome that is.    

We indeed are temples of  the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

John was saying that there is a love so great  

that when we are seized by it, the whole world becomes new.   

 

 

This love can set us free 

 if  we recognize it,  

  respond to it,  

   and are changed by it. 

 

 
Here I am Lord, I come to do your will! 
 


