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3rd Sunday in OT – A (Life Sunday) 

 Today/tomorrow would have been the 50th Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, but 

my brothers and sisters, miracles do happen. I stand before you almost in disbelief. 

After all these years of standing in front of abortion clinics, praying rosary after 

rosary, wondering if the world is coming to an end, we have just witnessed the most 

historic day in US history. And it was no coincidence that it happened on June 24th, 

the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus that year. This is all a sign from on high. Even 

our Gospel echoing our first reading seems to reverberate with what has just 

happened in our great nation: “Upon those dwelling in a land overshadowed by 

death, a light has shone.”  

Now, as I said to you a year ago when I was here, a court ruling is not the be-

all and end-all of our efforts as pro-life Catholics. First of all, the June 24th decision 

didn’t do away with abortion completely. As we know, abortion is very much legal 

and protected in our state and many others. This is why I said last year that we must 

be in the business of conversion of hearts. But this doesn’t diminish the sign value of 

- let’s call this the Sacred Heart decision. We must not forget the importance of signs 

when we see the epic nature of the spiritual battle being fought around us. And this 

decision is a sign that God is still with us and he’s fighting our battles right next to 

us! It’s also a sign of his ultimate victory. On one of the Catholic radio shows the day 

of the decision, a listener called in from Australia and said that when the decision 

was made, it was already the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary there. Here, we 

see the triumph of the two hearts, the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
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Heart of Mary. And mind you, all this is just a sneak preview of what we know will 

inevitably happen. Our Lady has promised this at Fatima. And we know that God has 

already won the victory over evil and sin. Now, we simply need to claim that victory 

in our own lives. We need to be participants in God’s victory. 

 Make no mistake about it, this historic day was a sign! It’s a sign that we’re 

going in the right direction, that all our prayers and sacrifices and days of going to 

the clinics paid off and will continue to do so if we remain committed and faithful. 

The battle is not over but just beginning. I ask you, my brothers and sisters, 

especially those here who have never gone to pray at the clinics, don’t 

underestimate the power of our personal witness and presence. Like Peter and 

Andrew and James and John in our Gospel today, let us heed the call of Christ. God is 

calling all of us to stand up for life publically. If we remember the Judgment of the 

nations in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells us we will be judged on our acts of mercy 

toward him in others. “I was hungry and you fed me. I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink.” Let us also hear him say to us: “I was defenseless in the womb, and you 

defended me.” Please consider taking an hour of praying at the abortion clinic in the 

next 40 Days for Life campaign. I’ve been going to clinics since college. And this 

victory on June 24th confirmed for me that all those years of going and praying were 

not in vain. They were not for nothing! This decision is a sign that God is blessing us 

for our long years of fidelity. 

 Having said all that, it’s highly significant that this momentous and historic 

occasion did NOT end abortion altogether. I think all of us need to be reminded that 
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we’re battling against entrenched demonic forces, principalities and powers, as St. 

Paul would tell us. Laws will not change the spirit world. But they are signs of the 

battle going on beneath the surface of things. This is why we pro-lifers must not be 

solely about overturning unjust and wicked laws, but about conversion of hearts to 

the culture of life. That’s what will end abortion! This is why on this weekend, both 

the March For Life in DC and the Walk For Life in San Francisco are still happening. 

This is why are bishops are still mandating that Monday be a day of Prayer for the 

Legal Protection of Unborn Children. Pro-life leaders know that this battle for life is 

a battle for hearts and a battle for culture. We must continue battling for hearts to be 

won over to the culture of life. We must bring the light of Christ to the darkest 

corners of sinful humanity so that, as our first reading testifies: “Those who walked 

in darkness have seen a great light.” We, the people of life, must be the people of 

light. And as St. Paul says in our second reading, we must be united in the same 

mind and in the same purpose. The overturning of Roe v. Wade was a sign that our 

work is just beginning and we must see it to its end, the victory of the culture of life. 

 We’ve got many battles to win in this war for hearts. We don’t want to live in 

a society where certain states become abortion hubs or epicenters, where certain 

states like ours see more abortions than they ever have before because of out-of-

state residents. That’s not our goal – to eradicate it in certain pockets and simply 

move all those abortions to neighboring states. That would be even more of a curse 

for states like ours. This is why we want conversion of hearts. Then, everyone will 

recognize it for the genocide that it really is. When I was serving in our mission in 

Uganda, I gave a retreat to Mother Teresa’s sisters in Rwanda, which is a 
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neighboring country. Well, that year just happened to be the 25th anniversary of the 

genocide there in 1994. And I remember, I was taken to many sites where the 

massacre had taken place, including a Catholic Church where hundreds of 

worshippers were murdered right in the church during Mass. Many of the local 

people were telling me that they were still very much worried that once the current 

president, who is a Tutsi, leaves power, that there would be another genocide 

because the tribal hatreds are still there but being kept under wraps because the 

current president is in power. Here, we see principalities and demonic strongholds 

at work similar to what’s going on in the pro-abortion camp. This is, my brothers 

and sisters, why we need conversion of hearts.  

 So how can each of us bring about this conversion of hearts toward the 

culture of life in our world at large? I want to propose four very practical ways that 

we all can be effective members of God’s and Our Lady’s army in this battle for life. 

The first, the middle and the last is prayer. A spiritual battle needs to be fought with 

spiritual means. The second, which always accompanies effective prayer, is fasting 

and making sacrifices. Jesus won our salvation on the Cross. Likewise, the 

conversion of others requires our participation in Christ’s sacrifice. The word 

Christian means “little Christ.” So we must imitate him by getting on that cross in 

some small way with Christ. The third means is our presence. And, in some sense, 

for some of us Catholics, this one is the hardest. We have to go out of our comfort 

zones, as Pope Francis has encouraged us throughout his pontificate. Applied to this 

particular battle, this means intensifying our presence at the clinics. How many 

abortion-bound women have turned away from it because of our presence and 
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prayer there? There’s a true story of a distraught mother who was on her way to 

have an abortion but really deep down didn’t want to go through with it. So in the 

car, she prayed that God would give her a sign that she shouldn’t go through with it. 

As she pulled into the parking lot, she saw one pro-lifer praying at the clinic. That 

was her sign! She immediately turned around and left the clinic in tears of joy.  

The fourth and final means is education. We need to re-double our efforts at 

educating ourselves first and then others on the real-life damage that both surgical 

and chemical abortions have on a woman’s health. Our presence at the clinics is 

always important but what if many women start choosing mail-order chemical 

abortions that can be shipped across state lines? This might be the next frontier in 

the culture of death that we need to address and fight against.  

We also need to educate others on the origins of the abortion industry. 

Margaret Sanger, the founder of Planned Parenthood, was an avowed eugenicist and 

she claimed she could sell America on abortion if they first accepted artificial birth 

control. I hate to say it, and this is why I really emphasized this connection last year 

when I was here, but many Catholics have fallen for the same lie that the American 

public in general fell for – that birth control and abortion are two separate issues. 

My brothers and sisters, they’re the same issue. They’re the same anti-life mentality. 

We know that if the pill doesn’t prevent conception, it acts the same way as 

abortion. It terminates a living human being in the womb by preventing 

implantation and expelling the baby! I said this last year when I was here. Birth 

control leads to abortion. I mentioned my experience while living in Uganda. 



 6 

Although it’s technically illegal there, abortions are taking place rampantly because 

western countries like ours are forcing birth control on Ugandan culture in 

exchange for foreign aid. A local pro-life leader in Uganda called this phenomenon 

the New Colonialism. Well, you might ask me: how are their illegal abortions related 

to the spread of birth control? It’s very simple. When birth control doesn’t work, 

abortion is the next step in the process.  

My brothers and sisters, we still have a lot of work to do but we must be 

reminded and encouraged that God is behind us and with us fighting this battle for 

the culture of life. And, mark my words, June 24th, 2022 was a sign confirming that 

we’ll win this war if we stay in the battle and participate with our prayer, sacrifice, 

presence and education. 


