
Epiphany 2024 

 There was a movie that came out about 20 years ago already called “The 

Kingdom of Heaven.”  It was a period drama which depicted the 3rd Crusade of the 

Templer Knights of the 12th century in the Holy Land.  After a long siege on the 

City of Jerusalem, the wall is breached, and many brave men on both sides give up 

their lives in the battle, which is won by the Sultan Saladin.  After this heroic 

struggle with Balian, the Christian asks the Muslim, Saladin, “What is Jerusalem 

really worth?”  To which Saladin replies, “Nothing.”…. and then a few seconds 

later, smiles and says, “Everything!” 

 And if we look at our first reading from the Prophet Isiah, we get a sense of 

this dichotomy.  The passage was written while the Jews were exiles in Babylon.  

Jerusalem was destroyed; a pile of rubble and ruin; covered in darkness.  But Isiah 

says, “Rise up in splendor Jerusalem!  Your light has come; and nations shall walk 

by that light, Kings by your shining radiance.  Your sons and daughters shall 

return, and the riches of the seas shall be emptied upon you.  Caravans shall come 

bearing gold and frankincense. 

 On the one hand, ruin and rubble, but on the other , caravans of riches… 

and even Light Itself. 

 If you remember Simeon’s prophecy last week at the Temple, he said that 

Mary’s little baby, would be a light for revelation to the Gentiles.  And that brings 

us to the Gospel for today, and the entire celebration of Epiphany.  The 

Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, which are represented by the Magi. 

 Now, Matthew himself merely says, “Magi from the East arrived in 

Jerusalem…” and other than one other reference to magi, they are referred to as 



just that.  They or Them.  No number of people, no titles, such as Kings, no 

country of origin.  Just “them” and their gifts.  (Which were not just the usual 

cradle toys and Pampers, by the way.) 

 But the Christian tradition has filled in most of the blanks with the readings 

we just heard, and a few assumptions. 

 First, if they brought three gifts, Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, then there 

must have been three of “Them.”  The prophet Isiah says they will bring Gold and 

Frankincense, from Midian and Sheba which are in the East, Well southeast 

actually, but close enough.  And Psalm 72 says they will be Kings.  Put it all 

together, and you get…. “We Three Kings of Orient are—Bearing gifts we traverse  

afar. “  And we’ve even given them names; Casper, Melchoir, and Balthazar. 

 But, the most important part of it all, and is obviously true, is that they are 

Gentiles.  Because, as St. Paul says, “Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same 

body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus… through the Gospel.” 

 That is the good news, especially for the Gentiles.  Then, and NOW.  You 

see, the world then was actually a lot like the world is now.  It has been declared 

that eh age of Christendom is over.  There are no longer Knights fighting for 

Christ.  Well, we do have the Knights of Columbus, but they don’t actually kill 

anyone with their swords.  What I’m saying is that the world has become secular.  

Men lived their lives only for today, and when it was over… that was simply the 

end.  A lot of people live that way today.  And so Isiah’s prophecy speaks to us as 

it did to the Israelites in Exile, as it did to the secular, gentile, Magi. “Jerusalem; 

your light has appeared.  The glory of the Lord shines upon you”.   



For Jews, Jerusalem is the Holy City.  The site of the Temple.  For Muslims, 

the dome of the rock is the 3rd holiest place in Islam.  It is where Muhammad 

ascended to heaven.  For Christians, it is where Christ was crucified, and Rose 

from the dead. 

What is Jerusalem worth? 

To the Secularist, it’s just another rotting old city.   

To the Children of Faith, however, Jews, Muslims and Christians; we who 

look forward to the New Jerusalem….. It is EVERYTHING 


