
B  A  

S ,  J   22  -   
*5:00pm Vigil  Pro Populo 
  
S ,  J   23 - The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
*9:00am  Rheta  Courtney  by Suzanne Harter  
12:00pm  † Patrick Smith  by Fr. Arnsparger 
4:00pm  EspañolÊ Special Inten on  

Choir Warm Up,  8:15am,  LCR 
Rosary,  8:30 am, Basilica 

Catholic Daughters Mee ng,  2:00pm,  Lauren ne Hall 
 
 

M ,  J   24 -    St Francis de Sales 
12:10pm  † James Ziglar  by Verne & Terry Franks 

Private Prayer & Visits,  11:00am - 11:45am,  Basilica 
Spanish Prayer Group,  6:30pm,  Basilica 

 
T ,  J    25 -   The Conversion of St Paul  
7:30am   + Judith Mulligan   
 

Private Prayer & Visits,  11:00am-1:00pm and 3:00pm-5:00pm, B 

 
 

W ,  J   26 -  Sts Timothy and Titus   

*7:30am      † Gil Rieder  by Ruthie Rieder  
   

Private Prayer & Visits,  11:00am-1:00pm and 3:00pm-5:00pm, B 

 
 

T ,  J     27 -     St Angela Merici  

7:30am        Special Inten on 
Private Prayer & Visits,  11:00am-1:00pm and 3:00pm-5:00pm, B 

Choir Rehearsal,  7:00pm,  Basilica 
 
 

F ,  J   28  -  St Thomas Aquinas 
12:10pm        Chuck & Barbara Butcher 

Eucharis c Adora on & Benedic on,  11:00am,  Basilica 
Confession, 12:45pm—1:30pm, Basilica 

Cox - Jenison Wedding Rehearsal,  3:30pm,  Basilica 

 
S ,  J   29 -   BVM  
 

*5:00pm Vigil  Pro Populo 
Confession,  8:30am - 10:00am,  Basilica 

Cox - Jenison Wedding,  2:00pm,  Basilica 

 
 

S ,  J    30  -  The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

*9:00am  † Armida Weissman by Lonnie Gilliam & Jason Mousseau 
12:00pm  Special Inten on 
4:00pm  EspañolÊ Special Inten on 

Choir Warm Up,  8:15am,  LCR 
Rosary,  8:30 am, Basilica 

Dear Parishioners, 

 Before we reflect on the Divine Liturgy for this Sunday, the Lord’s Day, I have just a few 
thoughts to share with you.  

 First, I pray you are all well and have stayed safe during the recent snow and ice storm. I was 
glad we could have the Vigil Mass so that we could have it placed on our You Tube channel. My 
thanks to Andrew and all who helped.  

 Second, I had the wonderful pleasure to bap ze a baby last Saturday. I love the Bap smal 
Liturgy and the profound prayers and sacred rituals of the Rite of Bap sm. I always thank God for 
parents who are ready to welcome God’s gi s of children and pledge to “raise them in the    
prac ce of the Faith.” I pray for the children and their parents as they begin a journey of       
cateche cal faith forma on. At last Saturday’s vigil, we were blessed to have a visit of a group of 
young men preparing to celebrate the marriage of one of them. I get to see this o en here at    
St. Lawrence with our own parishioners and those from outside of our Parish. How good that 
parents have prepared their children well to “prac ce the Faith.” This group was from Florida 
away from home, but they made sure to a end Sunday Mass and greet the celebrant a er Mass. 
We are blessed. 

 Third, we all want to remember to thank and pray for LuWinn Rutherford, our Pastoral  
Associate for Administra on at St. Lawrence as she moves into her re rement.  She has          
generously served our parish for 22 years! As I have men oned before, she is re ring to enjoy 
more me with her family. We look forward to her con nued par cipa on at St. Lawrence   
Parish. Her last day will be January 31, 2022. How blessed our parish has been to have such a 
generous, professional, crea ve, and dedicated Pastoral Associate for Administra on. Many 
thanks to you, LuWinn from a grateful parish. 

Now let us reflect on our Sunday Liturgy. 2500 years ago, the Jewish people were 
liberated from the Babylonian Cap vity and returned to the Holy Land. This “second Exodus”, 
this “Jubilee” was a moment of great importance as it is a prepara on for the coming of the 
Messiah and the union of God and man through the Incarna on. So what do we see here? Ezra 
and Nehemiah are leading the people not only back physically to the Holy Land, the Land of 
God’s blessing, but they are leading the people back spiritually to a covenant rela onship. That 
covenant rela onship is based on the truth about man as created by God and the necessity to 
follow God’s Law. Only living the Covenant faithfully, and that means in obedience to the Law, 
will man have happiness. 

So, Ezra reads the first five books of Moses (the Law, the Torah) in Hebrew and the 
people all agree – emphasizing that agreement by saying “Amen” twice. Then the Levite priests 
read the Law in Aramaic (the common language) so that everyone understands “clearly.” All are 
in agreement to live the Law in all its religious and civil implica ons. 

The way to happiness is true of course for us today also: if we want happiness we 
must follow the Law of God not of man. A law which is not based in God’s Law is not a law at all 
and man has no obliga on to follow it. The Law of God has the benefit of freedom, of libera on 
from the weakness of man. Our study, acceptance and fidelity to the moral law are a witness to 
our understanding of the true order of crea on. 

Our Lord stands up in the synagogue in today’s Gospel and He reads from Isaiah the 
prophecy of the “Jubilee.” He proclaims Himself the Messiah, the promised one Who would 
ini ate the freedom of the Jubilee me. The Jubilee was a me of restoring fidelity to the     
Covenant and in the Messiah the Jubilee is fulfilled as He will bring the final phase of              
incorpora on of man into full union with God: Heaven. We live now in the Jubilee me, the 
ba le fought and won at Calvary; it is now our privilege to dispose ourselves to receive the   
merits of the Cross which is the final ba le and victory for union with God. Here are the words 
our Lord says today quo ng the book of Isaiah, the prophet: 

"TheÊSpiritÊofÊtheÊLordÊisÊuponÊme,ÊbecauseÊheÊhasÊanointedÊmeÊtoÊpreachÊgoodÊnewsÊ
toÊ theÊpoor.ÊHeÊhasÊ sentÊmeÊ toÊproclaimÊ releaseÊ toÊ theÊ cap vesÊandÊ recoveringÊofÊ sightÊ toÊ the 
blind,Ê toÊ setÊ atÊ libertyÊ thoseÊwhoÊareÊoppressed,Ê toÊproclaimÊ theÊ acceptableÊ yearÊofÊ theÊ Lord."Ê
Indeed, the Church has done this for 2,000 years and the world is all the be er for it. Let us thank 
our Lord for the privilege to live in His Presence in the midst of the Church. 

God bless and may our Lady keep you in her care.  With prayers, Father Arnsparger 

Jan  23:Neh  8:2 -4a ,  5 -6 ,  8 -10 /1  Cor 12 :12 -30 o r  12:12 -14 ,  27 /Lk 1:1 -4 ;  
  4 :14-21  (69)  Pss  I I I  
Jan  24:2  Sm 5:1 -7 ,  10 /Mk  3 :22-30  (317 )  
Jan  25:Ac ts  22:3 -16 o r  Ac ts  9 :1-22/Mk  16 :15-18  (519)  Pss  Prop 
Jan  26:2  Tm 1:1 -8  or  T i  1 :1 -5  (520 )/Mk  4 :1-20  (319) 
Jan  27:2  Sm 7:18 -19 ,  24 -29 /Mk 4 :21-25  (320) 
Jan  28:2  Sm 11:1 -4a ,  5 -10a ,  13 -17 /Mk 4 :26 -34 (321 ) 
Jan  29:2  Sm 12:1 -7a ,  10 -17 /Mk 4 :35-41  (322) 

Week Day Readings for Mass  

Please support our Bulle n Adver sers: Click Here to View 

DEAR VISITORS: All are welcome to a end Mass at the Basilica and visit 
during our new visi ng hours as shown below in our Schedule of Ac vi es 
and Fr. Arnsparger’s weekly ar cle.  
LIVE STREAMING: Masses that are being live streamed and/or recorded 
for upload to our YouTube channel are notated with an “*” in the schedule 
below.  
CONFESSIONS—Church Ves bule as directed by Greeters—shown below.  
HOLY HOUR—EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & BENEDICTION—shown below.  

M   .  

F   P  
Sunday,   January 23,   2022,   The  Third  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass Intentions 
* denotes Live Streaming  



Parish Announcements for Sunday,  January 23,  2022  
For more informa on contact the parish office at 828.252.6042 or visit saintlawrencebasilica.org 

 

As	a	body	is	one	though	it	has	many	parts,	and	all	the	
parts	of	the	body,	though	many,	are	one	body,	so	also	
Christ.	For	in	one	Spirit	we	were	all	baptized	into	one	
body,	whether	Jews	or	Greeks,	slaves	or	free	persons,	
and	we	were	all	given	to	drink	of	one	Spirit.	Now	the	
body	is	not	a	single	part,	but	many.	You	are	Christ’s	

body,	and	individually	parts	of	it.  
~		1	Cor	12 

T  A    S  

By the sacred anoin ng of the sick and the prayer of the priests the 

whole Church commends those who are ill to the suffering and glorified 

Lord, that he may raise them up and save them and indeed she exhorts 

them to contribute to the good of the People of God by freely uni ng 

themselves to the Passion and death of Christ.  Catechism of the  Cath-

olic Church 1499 

Ac ve Parishioners should make an appointment to schedule the or 

a er a Sunday or daily Mass. Please call the office at 828-252-6042 or 

request an appointment for an Anoin ng  Sacrament of Anoin ng  of 

the Sick before going to the hospital or a care facility. The Anoin ng of 

the Sick is normally celebrated before by comple ng the online form 

located in the side bar to the le . 

S   H  
The Western office of Catholic Chari es will be assis ng around 
40 refugees from Afghanistan.  The most pressing need is to   
locate some temporary or even poten ally permanent housing. If 
you can be of   assistance with housing, please contact Noelle at 
Catholic Chari es Western Office 828 255-0146. 

2021 D  S  A  U  

This year's DSA campaign is underway. Our assessment is $80,665. At 

present 142 households have pledged a total of $72,500.08. We are    

gaining ground!  WeÊ stillÊ haveÊ aÊ balanceÊ toÊ beÊ pledgedÊ ofÊ $8,164.92Ê toÊ

meetÊourÊassessment.  You may   complete a pledge envelope and return 

it to the  Parish Office or  make a gift online at:charlottediocese.org/dsa, 

text “DSA” to 704-389-2096, or scan the QR code: 

Thank you to all who have already pledged. Watch 

for more updates in the weekly bulletin.  

(ThereÊwillÊbeÊanÊupdateÊnextÊweek.) 

S  L  A  S  
 
 
 
 

Would you like to serve as a member of the Altar          
Society?  Please contact Andrew Davis for more           
informa on about this parish ministry at:  828-779-9371,  
or email: basilicamusic@aol.com. 

Year End Contribu on Statements 

2021 contribu on statements will be 
mailed no later than January 31, 2022 

The 15th annual Asheville Catholic School Shamrock Run is right 

around the corner!. The Run is scheduled for Saturday, March 12, 

2022. We invite you to join us in suppor ng Catholic educa on. 

There are several ways that you can do this.   Are you a  runner?   The 

5k and 10k will take you through the beau ful streets of the Grove 

Park neighborhood.  Can you volunteer? We have volunteer posi ons 

both at ACS and on the course.   We would love to have your help.  

Want to support us financially?  You can register as a couch  potato 

entry or become a sponsor, and your dona on will go to  support the 

school. This is always a fes ve event with music, a 

costume contest for runners, and a whole lot of spirit. To register for 

the race or volunteer go to:  

h ps://gloryhoundinc.enmo ve.com/events/register/asheville-

catholic-school-s-15th-shamrock-run-5k-10k-fun-run.  If you have 

ques ons, you can also contact the Shamrock Run Race Commi ee 

at  ashevillecatholicshamrockrun@gmail.com 



P e o p l e  t o  P ra y  fo r  .  .  .  

F   H  
 

Catholic Chari es is s ll working to serve households in need during 
this difficult me.   For more informa on about  services, visit 
ccdoc.org.    We are accep ng   dona ons at 50 Orange Street on 
Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and Thursdays from 9:00 – 4:00 p.m. If you 
have ques ons or need to make alternate drop-off arrangements, 
contact us at   255-0146. 
 
 

 Items Most in Need:   Food:  Canned Veggies, Dried Beans, Rice, 
Peanut Bu er, Jelly, Flour,  Cooking Oil,  Sugar,  Canned Tuna,       
Kid-Friendly Snacks and Easy-to-Prepare/Dried Meals.    
 

Non-Food: Bar Soap, Toothpaste,  Laundry Detergent, Personal  
Hygiene Products, Toilet Paper.   We are  assis ng households with 
nonperishable food as well as meat, produce, baby diapers, and 
more via our drive-thru food  distribu on services.  Our biggest 
needs right now are diapers, wipes, toiletries, and feminine      
hygiene products. 

Parish & Community Announcements - January 23,  2022  

D       ? 
If you or someone you know is experiencing financial 
difficul es, please remember that the Society of St.   
Vincent de Paul wants to help.  Over the past 23 years 

we have helped with rent, u lity bills, auto repairs, bus  passes, 
emergency food and other needs.  You may leave a message for the 
St Vincent de Paul volunteer team at 828-775-1933 on Monday  
mornings. State your phone number very clearly and a Vincen an will 
return your call.  Be assured, all calls are held in strict confidence.  
 

¿C      ?  
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ene dificultades economicas, 
recuerde que la Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl desea ayudarle. Por 
los úl mos 23 años hemos ayudado con renta, servicios de u lidades, 
reparaciones de carro, pases de obnibús, comida y otras necesidades. 
Por favor llámenos al 828-775-1933. Deje su número de teléfono bien 
claro y una persona que hable español le retornara su llamada. Le 
aseguramos que todas las llamadas son confidenciales. 

• P : 
Priscilla Minch, Denise Monmat,  Larry Moderno,  Amy Treverton, O s McIntosh, Linda & 
Michael LaFlamme, Johnny Moss,  Alexander Adams,  Patricia Streeto,  Sophia Brooks,  Dick     
Berlage, Robert Aucremanne, Richard & Rosemary Barcelou, Mary Booth family, Richard & 
Anna Bruder, Nancy Dixon,  Mar na  Ducke ,  Ralph & Mary Keil, Paul Nealon,  Philip 
Pritchard,  William Reilly, Albert &  Rosemarie  Czarnecki,  Linda  Godcharles, Sharon  
Manogin, Carmela  Mandala,  Benita Esposito, Tom Girton,  Joshua Townsend, Mary  
Fanslow,  Perry Coe, Jr.,  Joanne Coates,  Margaret Malone, Rosemary Franklin, 
David Wellmon,  Pat Lepore,  Ginny Dack,  Veronica Sartor,  Jim  Peacock,  Rupert Muana,   
John & Kristy  Ledford,   Ma hew Bodosky   

• H : 
Emily Aiken,  Marian Bogdanowicz,  Dolores Kane,  Bob Niedzwicki, Phillip Organ,  James & 
Vel Pauls, ,  Barney Raffield, John Wenta,  Annie Wilson, Be y Zalewski 

• N -P : 
Maxwell James Rodgers,  Ken Kolb, Yanelis Delacruz, Raphael Winters,  Emma Mullen, Wes 
Westmoreland, Alexandra & Luke Maynard, Melanie Ford,  Lin Choo, Kathy McGuire, Lauren 
& Pa y  Crompton, Ashley V. Paxton, Kayce   Edwards, David Jones, Adam Powers, Tony 
Sellers,  Ron Thompson, Bernie Thompson, Trent Johnson,  Martha Johnson,  Jennifer  
Mar n, Swede  Oppermann, Robert Walther,  Dori Barre ,   Cecile Pearsall ,   Martha Gunn,  
Gary  Bunzer, Ka e Searles &  family,  Bill Ribell, Tony Case,  Jank & Susie Ellege,  Cheryl 
Ocaly,  Annie &  Nicolas Gullet, Elizabeth  Pi s-Madonna,  April Moore,  Wilma   Blackmon,  
Stacey Folwell,  John Lewis,  Janet Frye 
 

• M  P : 
Christopher Balot, Vincent Camarata, Joseph  Houston,  Steffan Pixler  

2022 D  2  C  
Please make checks payable to the Basilica of St Lawrence 
and notate the purpose of gi . 

 

Combined Mission Collec on 
January 16, 2022 (3rd Sunday in January) 
Church in La n America, Church in Central and Eastern Europe, 
United States Mission Appeal (Black & Indian Missions), Catho-
lic Home Missions, and Church in Africa 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

B  P  M  H  C  
John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be     
troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”   Catholic Chari es     
Diocese of  Charlo e  Western   Regional Office in Asheville is 
pleased to provide  bilingual professional mental health counseling 
for couples and adults in English or Spanish.    During COVID-19, all    
counseling sessions are being held  remotely through a safe,     
confiden al, and virtual pla orm.  Appointments are required.  If 
we can help, please call us at 828-820-5148.   Peace is just a phone 
call away. 

F  W  NFP C  S  
1  T     6:30  - 8:30  (F .- M ) 

 
Calling all engaged and married couples of childbearing age! What 
be er way to start the New Year, than by learning how to use a 
100% hormone free method of Natural Family Planning (NFP). 
This Fer lity Educa on and Medical Management (FEMM) course 
teaches the nuances of the woman’s cycle and focuses on         
ovula on as a sign of health. A comprehensive series that will 
cover the basics of char ng, including applica on of Family     
Planning protocols. Learn to chart daily as a self-care prac ce & 
op mize fer lity while increasing apprecia on of God's design 
and Feminine Genius. Make a New Year’s resolu on to commit or 
(re- commit) to consistent tracking of your signs of fer lity by  
registering today!  

Op onal Zoom Virtual Info Session Jan. 25 at 8pm  
(pre-registra on required) 
February 1st   Understanding Your Body 
March 1st   Family Planning 
April 5th FEMM Expert  
May 3rd  Q & A medical management with Megan Blum, P.A.-C 
from MyCatholicDoctor.com (loca on TBD) 
Loca on: St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church, 102 Andrews Place, 
Swannanoa, NC 28778 

Childcare: Limited availability for childcare will be available with 
pre-registra on one week in advance! 
Pre-registra on required:  Elizabeth Harris, BSN, RN at 
avlfemminstructor@gmail.com or call (828)-214-7789.  

*PleaseÊplanÊtoÊeatÊbeforeÊyouÊcome.ÊDinnerÊwillÊnotÊbeÊserved. 



 

Catechism and Questions 
 
All parishioners (Adults, College, High School, Grade school and all 

children) are invited to join us in the Church for our next “Catechism and 

Ques ons” class on Sunday, February 6, at 10:15 am.  

We hope to see you there. 

 

Eucharist: The Mystery of the Eucharist 
 
All parishioners are invited to participate in a home study of the Eucharist by watching the Eucharist Program on 

Formed.org. This is an excellent program with video sessions and a study guide. Our parish has a subscription to 

Formed.org, so all the material there is available to you at no charge; all you need to do is set up your personal        

account for Basilica of St. Lawrence.  FORMED.org: Use Code—NT732K  
 

  

   
  
  
  
We are pleased to announce a new parish subscription to Openlight Media: Bringing the Light of Christ into the World. 

The Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist are passionate about sharing the truth, beauty, and goodness 

of God—leading others into an encounter with Christ. Openlight Media is an accessible and trustworthy portal    

providing relevant informational resources helping educators, young families, and individuals. 

To begin your subscription go to: https://openlightmedia.com/openlight-media-plus-coupon-code-redemption/ 

Follow the OPENLIGHTÊMEDIAÊPLUSÊCOUPONÊCODEÊREDEMPTIONÊINSTRUCTIONS. 

The Basilica Coupon Code is: oplparishbasilicaofstlawrencecharlotteaqa  

We hope you enjoy Openlight Media Plus and the Dominican Sisters of Mary. 

Faith Formation Announcements - January 23,  2022  

Manners Monday with the Sisters 

As you know, we have a parish subscrip on to OpenLightMedia of the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist. 
Their program has great resources for helping your children grow in virtue and therefore success and happiness in “prac cing 
the Faith”. A part of that program is “Manners Monday with the Sisters”. Here is a link to the videos the Sisters have           
produced. Enjoy! 

h ps://openlightmedia.com/manners-monday 



O  G  

Scan to Give 

S . L  P    S  E   
Our Diocese and Parish have been blessed for over 20 years 
of   having a very good program for educa on on making our 
parishes safe for all who par cipate and visit. To con nue 
with that goal, we require all volunteers at St. Lawrence    
Parish to par cipate in our “Safe Environment Program” to 
protect all members of our Parish Family, in par cular        
children and vulnerable adults. This program consists of each 
volunteer: 

1. Comple ng a Volunteer Profile Form (to be kept at the 
Parish Office) 

2. Having a Background Check run and renewed every 5 
years (paid for by the Parish) 

3. Reading the Diocesan Safe Environment Polices and 
signing electronically that you have read: “The     
Diocese of  Charlo e Code of Ethics/ Conduct” and 
“The Policy of the  Diocese of Charlo e Concerning 
Ministry-Related Sexual Misconduct by Church     
Personnel.” 

4. A ending one VIRTUS program of “Protec ng God’s 
Children Workshop” (online or in person) 

5. Reading and staying current with the online Monthly 
VIRTUS training bulle ns 

 

A er the Volunteer Profile Form (#1) is complete, the other  
elements of our Safe Environment Program (#2-#5) are now 
done online through Virtusonline.org. If you do not have a 
VIRTUS  account, please call the Office so that we can help 
you set it up and arrange for the background check.  Thank  
you for helping us keep St. Lawrence Parish a safe and       
welcoming parish! 

W  S . L   D   A  
M   C -19 T  

 

• Out of an abundance of cau on and due to the Coronavirus 
Delta Variant, masks are required at Mass, parish mee ngs 
and ac vi es. 
• Sign placement to encourage masks, 6-foot social distanc-
ing, and frequent hand sani za on, if necessary. 
• All hymnals and missale es have been removed. 
• Offertory baskets are available as you enter and leave the 
church, not passed down the pews. 
• Communion offered under one species;  consecrated host. 
• The Sign of Peace, which is an op onal rite, is suspended. 
• Touchless Holy Water Fonts. 
• Limited supplies of disposable masks are available for those 
who need one and forgot to bring their own. 
• Parishioners are asked to bring their own hand sani zer; an 
extra supply is on hand if needed. 
• Con nued monitoring of Diocesan, Federal, State, and Local 
Covid-19 recommenda ons and apply as needed 

From the Parish Office 
• Office Hours: The Parish Office is open Tuesday through 
Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. 
• Appointments: To request an appointment, please com-
plete the online form at: h ps://saintlawrencebasilica.org/ 
appointments or call the office at 828-252-6042. 
• Phone Calls to Office: If your call is not answered, please 
leave a detailed voicemail with your full name and reason for 
calling. Staff will return your call. 
• Bulle n: The weekly bulle n con nues to be published in 
digital format only. It is typically uploaded to the parish web-
site on Friday a ernoon. 
• Covid-19 Updates: Please visit the parish website for any 
Covid-19 Updates we may need to post. 
• Mass Reserva ons No Longer Required: While reserva ons 
are no longer required to a end Mass, we ask that everyone 
please follow all current CDC guidelines. Also, Masks are once 
again required for Mass a endance as well as following so-
cial distancing norms. 
• Mass Inten ons: To schedule Mass Inten ons, please use 
our online form: h ps://saintlawrencebasilica.org/schedule-a
-mass This is the most efficient way for office staff to handle 
your request. 

Additional Parish & Community Announcements - January 23,  2022  

In the event of inclement  
winter weather go to 

WLOS.com 
to find informa on on 

delays and closings. 

 



Continuation from Pastor  
Sunday,   January  23,   2022,   The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

 

P  S  
Very Rev. Fr. Roger Arnsparger 
Rector/PastorÊ 
 

Rev. Fr. Nohe Torres 
ParochialÊVicar 
 
 

Rev. Mr. Philip Miles  
Deacon,ÊÊ770.815-9125 
 

LuWinn Rutherford 
PastoralÊAssociateÊforÊAdministra on 
OfficeÊManagementÊ 
 

Andrew Davis  
DirectorÊofÊMusicÊ&ÊLiturgy,Ê 
828.779.9371 
 

Bud Hansbury 
CuratorÊ&ÊPropertyÊManager,  
828.337.4869 
EventÊParkingÊOpera ons  

 

Antonio Garcia                           
BilingualÊAdmin.ÊAssistant,ÊÊÊ 
828.713.2634 
basilicaministeriohispano@gmail.com 
 

Barclay Roberts 
AssistantÊOfficeÊManager 
 

Kenia Garcia      
BilingualÊFaithÊForma onÊAsst.ÊÊÊ 
828.575.6297   
basilicaff@gmail.com        
 

P  P  C  
VeryÊRev.ÊFr.ÊRogerÊArnsparger,ÊVE,ÊÊÊPres. 
Nuve Arias,   Ray Augus ne,   Rosy Blanco,  
Tricha Diaz, Christopher Fiore, Kamilla    
Fiore, Mark Jordan, Alicia Rodriguez, Emily  
Wimberly, Myra Zachrich, John Levengood,  
RecordingÊSecretaryÊ 
 

F  C  M  
Dan Lepore,  Veronica Sartor,  Lori Doerr, 
Rev. Mr. Philip Miles,  Jim Rodgers  
 

C  C  

Buildings/Facili es:   
Lonnie Gilliam, Co-ChairÊ 
Kerney McNeil, Co-ChairÊ 
Educa on and Forma on:   
TBA 
Evangeliza on/Ecumenism:        
TBD 
Parish Life: 
Rachel Raab 
Community Ministry: 
Rita Livezey  

 

C   M  
Homebound Ministry: 
Andrew Davis 
 

Diocesan Hispanic Ministry: 
Antonio Garcia  
basilicaministeriohispano@gmail.com  
 

Basilica Gi  Shop 
Barclay Roberts,  
basilicagi shop@gmail.com 
 

C  A  
Catholic Daughters of America 
Madeleine Pflaumbaum  
 

Knights of Columbus 
Peter Kruse  

Contact Us 
Parish Office: 828.252.6042 

basileia@bellsouth.net 
Saintlawrencebasilica.org 

Es mados feligreses, 

 Antes de reflexionar sobre la Divina Liturgia de este domingo, el Día del Señor, tengo algunos 
pensamientos para compar r con ustedes. 

 Primero, rezo para que todos estén bien y se hayan mantenido a salvo durante la reciente 
tormenta de nieve y hielo. Me alegró que pudiéramos tener la Misa de Vigilia para que pudiéramos 
colocarla en nuestro canal de You Tube. Mi agecimiento a Andrew ya todos los que ayudaron. 

 En segundo lugar, tuve el maravilloso placer de bau zar a un bebé el sábado pasado. Amo     
la Liturgia Bau smal y las oraciones profundas y los rituales sagrados del Rito del Bau smo.  Siempre 
doy gracias a Dios por los padres que están listos para acoger los dones de Dios de los niños y se      
comprometen a “criarlos en la prác ca de la fe”. Oro por los niños y sus padres mientras comienzan un 
viaje de formación de fe catequé ca. En la vigilia del sábado pasado, tuvimos la bendición de recibir la 
visita de un grupo de jóvenes que se preparaban para celebrar el matrimonio de uno de ellos. Veo esto 
a menudo aquí en San Lorenzo con nuestros propios feligreses y los que no pertenecen a nuestra     
parroquia. Qué bien que los padres hayan preparado bien a sus hijos para “prac car la Fe”. Este grupo 
era de Florida lejos de casa, pero se aseguraron de asis r a la misa dominical y saludar al celebrante 
después de la misa. Somos bendecidos. 

 Tercero, todos queremos recordar agradecer y orar por LuWinn Rutherford, nuestra Asistente 
Pastoral para la Administración en San Lorenzo a medida que se jubila. ¡Ella ha servido generosamente 
a nuestra parroquia durante 22 años! Como mencioné antes, ella se jubila para disfrutar más empo 
con su familia. Esperamos su par cipación con nua en la Parroquia de San Lorenzo. Su úl mo día será 
el 31 de enero de 2022. Qué bendecida ha sido nuestra parroquia de tener una asistente pastoral para 
la administración tan generosa, profesional, crea va y dedicada. Muchas gracias a , LuWinn de una 
parroquia agradecida. 

 Ahora reflexionemos sobre nuestra liturgia dominical. Hace 2500 años, el pueblo judío fue 
liberado del cau verio babilónico y regresó a Tierra Santa. Este “segundo Éxodo”, este “Jubileo” fue un 
momento de gran importancia, ya que es una preparación para la venida del Mesías y la unión de Dios y 
el hombre a través de la Encarnación. Entonces, ¿qué vemos aquí? Esdras y Nehemías están guiando al 
pueblo no solo de regreso sicamente a la Tierra Santa, la Tierra de la bendición de Dios, sino que    
también lo están guiando espiritualmente a una relación de pacto. Esa relación de pacto se basa en la 
verdad sobre el hombre como creado por Dios y la necesidad de seguir la Ley de Dios. Sólo viviendo 
fielmente la Alianza, es decir, en la obediencia a la Ley, el hombre tendrá la felicidad. 

 Entonces, Ezra lee los primeros cinco libros de Moisés (la Ley, la Torá) en hebreo y todo el 
pueblo está de acuerdo, enfa zando ese acuerdo diciendo "Amén" dos veces. Luego los sacerdotes 
levitas leyeron la Ley en arameo (el idioma común) para que todos entendieran “claramente”. Todos 
están de acuerdo en vivir la Ley en todas sus implicaciones religiosas y civiles. 

 Por supuesto, el camino a la felicidad también es cierto para nosotros hoy: si queremos la 
felicidad, debemos seguir la Ley de Dios, no la del hombre. Una ley que no está basada en la Ley de Dios 
no es una ley en absoluto y el hombre no ene la obligación de seguirla. La Ley de Dios ene el         
beneficio de la libertad, de la liberación de la debilidad del hombre. Nuestro estudio, aceptación y   
fidelidad a la ley moral son tes monio de nuestra comprensión del verdadero orden de la creación. 

 Nuestro Señor se pone de pie en la sinagoga en el Evangelio de hoy y lee de Isaías la profecía 
del “Jubileo”. Se proclama el Mesías, el prome do que iniciaría la libertad del empo jubilar. El Jubileo 
fue un empo de restauración de la fidelidad a la Alianza y en el Mesías se cumple el Jubileo que llevará 
la úl ma fase de incorporación del hombre a la plena unión con Dios: el Cielo. Vivimos ahora en el    

empo del Jubileo, la batalla peleada y ganada en el Calvario; ahora es nuestro privilegio disponernos 
para recibir los méritos de la Cruz que es la batalla final y la victoria para la unión con Dios. Aquí están 
las palabras que nuestro Señor dice hoy citando el libro de Isaías, el profeta: 

 “ElÊEspírituÊdelÊSeñorÊestáÊsobreÊmí,ÊporÊcuantoÊmeÊhaÊungidoÊparaÊdarÊbuenasÊnuevasÊaÊ losÊ
pobres.ÊMeÊhaÊenviadoÊaÊproclamarÊlaÊliberaciónÊaÊlosÊcau vosÊyÊlaÊvistaÊaÊlosÊciegos,ÊaÊponerÊenÊlibertadÊ
aÊlosÊoprimidos,ÊproclamarÊelÊañoÊdeÊlaÊbuenaÊvoluntadÊdelÊSeñor". De hecho, la Iglesia ha hecho esto 
durante 2000 años y el mundo es mucho mejor gracias a ello. Demos gracias a nuestro Señor por el 
privilegio de vivir en Su Presencia en medio de la Iglesia. 

Dios los bendiga y que la Virgen los tenga a su cuidado.   Con oraciones, Padre Arnsparger 


