


B  A  

S ,  D   3  -   
*5:00pm Vigil Jim Schlesinger  by Lorna Schlesinger 

Confession, 8:30am –9:30am, B 

S , D   4 - Second  Sunday of Advent  

*9:00am  Pro Populo 
12:00pm  Special Inten on 
4:00pm  EspañolÊ Special Inten on 

Choir Warm Up,  8:15am,  LCR 
Rosary,  8:30 am, Basilica 

Capital Campaign,  10:00am; 1:00pm; 5:00pm,  Lauren ne Hall 
Rosary, 11:30am, Basilica  

M ,  D   5   -    
12:10pm  † Richard Allen  by Susan Rinaldi  

Private Prayer & Visits,  11:00am - 11:45am, B 
Spanish Prayer Group,  6:30pm,  Basilica 

La Pla ca,  7:00pm,  Lauren ne Hall 
 

T ,  D    6   -    St Nicholas  

7:30am   † Patricia Joslin  by Clifford Joslin  
 

Private Prayer & Visits,  11:00am-1:00pm and 3:00pm-5:00pm, B  
Asheville School Handbell Concert,  7:00pm,  Basilica  

 
 

W ,  D    7 -    St Ambrose  

7:30am  Kaela Sanborn  by Susan Sanborn  
6:00pm   Immaculate Concep on Vigil Mass 

Street Meals Team,  10:00am,  Lauren ne Hall 
Basilica Tour,  11:00am,  Basilica 

Private Prayer & Visits,  11:00am-1:00pm and 3:00pm-5:00pm, B  

 
 

T ,  D   8  -     IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BVM  

7:30am    Jayme Walton  by LuWinn Rutherford  
12:10pm  Holy Mass - Special Inten on 
7:00pm   Holy Mass - Spanish 
Private Prayer & Visits,  11:00am-1:00pm and 3:00pm-5:00pm, B 

Knights of Columbus,  6:00pm,  Lauren ne Hall 
Choir Prac ce,  7:00pm,  LCR  

F ,  D   9  -   St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

12:10pm        † Marie Vanderhans  by  Margarita Ocasio  
Adora on,  11:00-11:35am,  Basilica 

Benedic on, 11:35, Basilica 
Confession, 12:45pm—1:30pm,  Basilica  

 

S ,  D   10   -   Our Lady of Loreto  

*5:00pm Vigil    Pro Populo 
Confession,  8:30am - 9:30am,  Basilica 

Anna Maria Eaton Bap sm,  10:30am,  Basilica 
Catholic  Daughters Bake Sale,  6:00pm, Courtyard 

 

S ,  D    11  - Third  Sunday of Advent  

*9:00am  † Nathan Joseph Gemeinhart  by Suzanne Harter 
12:00pm  + Ann Cheatham 
4:00pm  EspañolÊ Special Inten on 

Choir Warm Up,  8:15am,  LCR 
Rosary,  8:30 am, Basilica 

Catholic Daughters Bake Sale,  10:00am, 1:00pm, 5:00pm,  Courtyard 
Rosary, 11:30am, Basilica 

Spanish RCIA,  2:00pm,  Basilica 
 

DEAR VISITORS: All are welcome to attend Mass at the Basilica and visit during visiting 
hours as shown below in our Schedule of Activities and Fr. Arnsparger’s weekly article.  
LIVE STREAMING: Masses that are being live streamed and/or recorded for upload to 
our YouTube channel are notated with an “*” in the schedule below.  
CONFESSIONS—In the Confessional as directed by Greeters—shown below.  
HOLY HOUR—EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & BENEDICTION—shown below.  

From the Pastor 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  &  A c t i v i t i e s  
*  d e n o t e s  L i ve  S t r e a m i n g   

Dear Parishioners, 

 In this Advent Season, we are preparing to greet Christ in three ways: at His second 
coming, in celebra ng His birth at Christmas, and of course, daily as He comes to us 
through the Holy Mass and the Sacraments. The word “Advent” of course comes from 
the La n meaning “to come to.” Christ has come to us, He is coming to us, and He will 
come to us in the end mes. 

 Today and next Sunday St. John the Bap zer is presented to us in the Liturgy. This 
striking figure calls us to a en veness, to prepara on to greet our Blessed Lord. All of 
our prepara ons for celebra ng Christmas have their reason not just in having a 
“party” with over abundant material gi s, but rather to lead us into a daily welcoming 
of Christ into our lives. Christmas is a er all, “Christ” “Mass.” The Mass of His birth is 
the reason for all the prepara ons and par es and gi s. Chris ans daily give their lives 
to Christ as a gi  to Him. We submit ourselves as His disciples. The Infant King leads us 
to reflect on the enormous love of God for us and the redemp on from sin and sinful 
lives which He offers us through the passion, death, and resurrec on of Christ. 

 So, as we are preparing to celebrate “Christ” “Mass”, let us be sure to make our 
“New Year of Grace” resolu ons a reality. What is different this year in my daily plan to 
serve Christ? Or have I let Him, and my religion become supers ous? Do not let the 
secular view of Christmas as a merchandising feast take over your lives. Enjoy these 
days as the real spiritual upli  that they are. 

 The voice prophesied in Isaiah is the voice of St. John the Bap zer crying out in the 
desert that our sins are expiated brings us news of glad dings of a true and whole life. 
We are that voice in the desert of our world today. True freedom is expressed in    
responsibility, not license. We are physically free to do many things, but we are not 
morally free to do all things. Thinking man must find his reason to be from the        
defini on of who he is. When man knows who he is and with God’s grace, he can act in 
truth according to God’s moral law. Freedom is found in ac ng in truth. 

 You and I can have the consola on of Isaiah in our Lord Who is the truth teller. 
Trust in Him. Spend me with Him each day. Study His word. Go to Him in His          
Sacraments. When you arrive at Church for Holy Mass, enter the Church with awe. 
Genuflect in love before the One Who loves you most. Kneel in your pew, make the sign 
of the Cross, and thank God for the privilege to be in His quiet Presence as He speaks to 
you heart to heart. Begin Holy Mass by praying to understand what God will do for you 
in this par cular Holy Mass. Your fas ng has prepared you for the great mee ng, and 
when Holy Mass begins you ascend the Holy Mountain where God reveals Himself to 
you personally. Awe, quiet, prepara on. Let us enter the saving act of His Love: Holy 
Mass. 

 Finally, let us prepare for the “Holy Day” of Christmas and the Christmas season. 
With joy and trust let us welcome the Savior into our hearts and ac ons so that we can 
really live in, with, and through Him. 

***** 
 

“PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE” 
PARISH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

 

Please accept my thanks for your responses to our Capital Campaign to repair and 
preserve our beau ful church.   As I men oned last Sunday, it was 117 years ago       
that the first materials were delivered to build the present church; the parishioners and 
community were excited about the momentous project. A year later, on October 21, 
1906, the cornerstone was placed and sealed with the sterling silver engraved trowel 
given by the architect, Rafael Guastavino, to the Pastor, Fr. Peter Marion. The bricks, 
mortar, and materials were rising to the comple on of the Church in 1909. Here we are 
113 years later worshipping in this beau ful temple of God Who stays with us in the 
tabernacle. You will be receiving more informa on on our project’s first phase: sealing 
of the roof and tending to the drainage systems to protect the building from any fur-
ther water infiltra on. The needed $2.5 - $3 million dollars to complete this project is a 
great opportunity for our parishioners to make some significant dona ons over this five
-year pledge me. Let’s look at ways we can make a good sacrifice for the good of our 
Church, the parish, and the extraordinary gi  of this architectural wonder. God bless 
and may our Lady keep you in her tender care.   

St. Lawrence, pray for us.  

With my prayers, Fr. Arnsparger 



Parish Announcements for Sunday,  December 4,  2022  
For more informa on contact the parish office at 828.252.6042 or visit saintlawrencebasilica.org 

Prayers & Condolences 
are extended  to   

the  family  and  friends  of  

Ann Cheatham  
who  entered  eternal  life   

on  November 28, 2022  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. May their souls and  
the souls of all the faithful departed Rest in Peace. 

+ + + 

P      
   S . L  P  

 

D   J  D  
D   C  K  

K  P  

S . L  M  B  
Every month St. Lawrence donates to the following charities on the 
behalf of our parishioners: 

ABCCM 
 Asheville Catholic School 

 Asheville Habitat for Humanity  
 Catholic Charities 

 Children First  
Helpmate 

 Manna Food Bank  
Meals on Wheels  

Mountain Area Pregnancy Services 
 St. Vincent De Paul Society 

Veterans Restoration Quarters 
Western Carolina Community Health Services 

Catholic Charities Lexington Kentucky flood relief  
 

St.ÊLawrenceÊParishÊhasÊdonatedÊ$Ê26,270ÊsoÊfarÊthisÊyear. 
ThankÊyouÊforÊyourÊgenerosityÊwhichÊmakesÊthisÊpossible! 

A  T   
C  C  C  G  P :    
Thank you to all who have taken care of a family 
this Christmas through the Angel Tree. 

 
Than  yo ! 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Vicariate Celebra ons 

December 11, 2022,  1:00pm to 8:00pm 
Agricultural Center 
1301 Fanning Bridge Rd., Fletcher, NC. 28732 
1:00pm Procession with the Image of the Virgin in the parking 
lot followed by the Celebra on of Holy Mass with Fr. Torres as 
celebrant.  A er Mass we will have food, mañanitas, folkloric 
dances and more.  $5.00 per person dona on will include food 
and drink. All are welcome! 
 

December 12, 2022, 7:00pm 
Basilica of St. Lawrence 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass with Fr. Torres. 

B  G  S  
Advent  candles and wreaths are now available in the gi  
shop. The gi  shop is open a er most Sunday Masses. 

Catholic Daughters Bake Sale 
December 10 & 11,  a er all Masses in  

the Courtyard. 

 

Immaculate Concep on of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Holy Day of Obliga on 

Wednesday, Dec. 7,   6:00pm, Vigil  

Thursday, Dec. 8,  7:30am,  12:10pm  

Thursday, Dec. 8,  7:00pm,  Spanish 



W e e k  D a y  R e a d i n g s  f o r  M a s s  

YEAR A – WEEKDAYS I  
DEC 4: Is  11:1-10/ Rom 15:4-9 /Mt  3:1-12 (4)  Pss I I  
DEC 5: Is  35:1-10/L k 5:17-26 (181)  
DEC 6: Is  40:1-11/Mt  18:12-14 (182)  
DEC 7: Is  40:25-31/Mt  11:28-30 (183)  
DEC 8:Gn 3:9-15,  20/Eph 1:3-6 ,  11-12/Lk 1:26-38 (689)  Pss Prop 
DEC 9: Is  48:17-19/Mt  11:16-19 (185)  
DEC 10:S i r  48:1-4 ,  9-11/Mt  17:9a,  10 -13 (186)  

P e o p l e  t o  P ra y  fo r  .  .  .  

F   H  
 

Catholic Chari es works to serve people in need in western North 
Carolina through food, diaper, and toiletry distribu ons. For more 
informa on about our services, visit ccdoc.org. We are accep ng 
food, diaper, or toiletry dona ons at 50 Orange Street in Asheville 
from 10:00am-4:00pm Monday-Thursday. If you have ques ons, 
please contact us at 828-255-0146. 
If you would like to donate via Amazon, please use the link below to 
see our top needed items. Please write “Food Pantry” in the       
comment  sec on.  
h ps://a.co/fQLvt00 
Items most in need: 
Food: canned chicken, canned tuna, coffee, tea bags 
Toiletries: toilet paper,  shampoo/condi oner,  toothpaste,         
   toothbrushes,  laundry detergent 
Diapers: Size 5, Size 6, baby wipes 

Parish & Community Announcements - December  4,  2022  

T  A    S  
The Anointing of the Sick is normally celebrated before or after a   
Sunday or daily Mass. 
Active Parishioners should make an appointment to schedule the  
Sacrament of the Sick before going to the hospital or a care facility. 
Please call the office at 828-252-6042 to request an  appointment for 
an Anoin ng or by comple ng the online form on our website at: 
h ps://saintlawrencebasilica.org/anoin ng-of-the-sick. The form is 
located on the le  side bar.   

D       ? 
If you or someone you know is experiencing financial 
difficul es, please remember that the Society of St.   
Vincent de Paul wants to help.  Over the past 23 years 

we have helped with rent, u lity bills, auto repairs, bus  passes, 
emergency food and other needs.  You may leave a message for the 
St Vincent de Paul volunteer team at 828-775-1933 on Monday  
mornings. State your phone number very clearly and a Vincen an will 
return your call.  Be assured, all calls are held in strict confidence.  
 

¿C      ?  
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ene dificultades economicas, 
recuerde que la Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl desea ayudarle. Por 
los úl mos 23 años hemos ayudado con renta, servicios de u lidades, 
reparaciones de carro, pases de obnibús, comida y otras necesidades. 
Por favor llámenos al 828-775-1933. Deje su número de teléfono bien 
claro y una persona que hable español le retornara su llamada. Le 
aseguramos que todas las llamadas son confidenciales. 

• P : 
Dan Lepore,  Fr. Wilbur Thomas,  Donna Smith,  Amy Treverton, O s McIntosh, Linda & 
Michael LaFlamme, Johnny Moss,  Alexander Adams,  Patricia Streeto,  Sophia Brooks,  Dick  
Berlage, Robert Aucremanne, Richard & Rosemary Barcelou, Mary Booth family, Richard & 
Anna Bruder, Nancy Dixon,  Mar na  Ducke ,  Ralph & Mary Keil, Paul Nealon,  Philip 
Pritchard,  William Reilly, Albert &  Rosemarie  Czarnecki,  Linda   Godcharles, Sharon  
Manogin, Carmela  Mandala,  Benita Esposito, Tom Girton,  Joshua Townsend, Mary  
Fanslow,  Joanne Coates,  Margaret Malone, Rosemary Franklin, David Wellmon,  Pat 
Lepore,  Veronica Sartor,  Jim  Peacock,  Rupert Muana,   John & Kristy  Ledford,   Ma hew 
Bodosky   

• H : 
Emily Aiken,  Marian Bogdanowicz,  Dolores Kane,  Bob Niedzwicki, Phillip Organ,  James & 
Vel Pauls, ,  John Wenta,  Be y Zalewski 

• N -P : 
Kathleen Kirkland, Sco  Ossewaarde & family, Houck Family, Margaret & Bobby Thompson, 
Carolina Gu errez,  Marley Bateaux, Ginger Bish, Wayne Litz,  Carolyn Sartor, Louise Carver, 
Gale McGuirk O’Neal,  Linda Adams,  Maxwell James Rodgers,  Yanelis  Delacruz, Raphael 
Winters,  Emma Mullen, Wes Westmoreland, Alexandra & Luke Maynard, Melanie Ford,  Lin 
Choo, Lauren & Pa y  Crompton, Ashley V. Paxton, Kayce  Edwards, David Jones, Adam 
Powers, Tony Sellers,  Ron Thompson, Bernie Thompson, Trent Johnson,  Martha Johnson,  
Jennifer  Mar n, Swede  Oppermann, Robert Walther,  Dori Barre ,   Cecile Pearsall,    
Martha Gunn,  Gary  Bunzer, Ka e Searles &  family,  Bill Ribell, Tony Case,  Jank & Susie 
Ellege,  Cheryl Ocaly,  Annie &  Nicolas Gullet, Elizabeth  Pi s-Madonna,  April Moore,  
Wilma   Blackmon,  Stacey Folwell,  John Lewis,  Janet Frye, Gabe Focaracci 

• M  P : 
Christopher Balot, Vincent Camarata, Steffan Pixler 

B  P  M  H  C  
John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid.” Catholic Chari es Diocese of        
Charlo e Western Regional Office in Asheville is pleased to provide 
bilingual professional mental health counseling for couples and 
adults in English or Spanish. We have a hybrid in-person or          
telehealth/remote op on to ensure safety and personal preference. 
We provide this at a sliding scale fee. Appointments are required. If 
we can help, please call us at 828-820-5148. Peace is just a phone 
call away. 

In the event of inclement  
winter weather go to 

WLOS.com 
to find informa on on 

delays and closings. 

R.	Alleluia,	alleluia.  
Prepare	the	way	of	the	Lord,	make	straight	his	paths:  

all	flesh	shall	see	the	salvation	of	God.  
R.	Alleluia,	alleluia.  

~	Luke		3 

D   C  S  C  
Religious Retirement 
December 11, 2022  



O  G  

Scan to Give 

S . L  P    S  E   
Our Diocese and Parish have been blessed for over 20 years 
of   having a very good program for educa on on making our 
parishes safe for all who par cipate and visit. To con nue 
with that goal, we require all volunteers at St. Lawrence    
Parish to par cipate in our “Safe Environment Program” to 
protect all members of our Parish Family, in par cular        
children and vulnerable adults. This program consists of each 
volunteer: 

1. Comple ng a Volunteer Profile Form (to be kept at 
the Parish Office) 

2. Having a Background Check run and renewed every 5 
years (paid for by the Parish) 

3. Reading the Diocesan Safe Environment Polices and 
signing electronically that you have read: “The     
Diocese of  Charlo e Code of Ethics/ Conduct” and 
“The Policy of the  Diocese of Charlo e Concerning 
Ministry-Related Sexual Misconduct by Church     
Personnel.” 

4. A ending one VIRTUS program of “Protec ng God’s 
Children Workshop” (online or in person) 

5. Reading and staying current with the online Monthly 
VIRTUS training bulle ns 

 

A er the Volunteer Profile Form (#1) is complete, the other  
elements of our Safe Environment Program (#2-#5) are now 
done online through Virtusonline.org. If you do not have a 
VIRTUS  account, please call the Office so that we can help 
you set it up and arrange for the background check.  Thank  
you for helping us keep St. Lawrence Parish a safe and       
welcoming parish! 
 
S  E   
 
Did you know that every Church worker must go through 
abuse preven on and educa on training? Find more         
informa on about the Diocese of Charlo e’s Safe              
Environment program, sign up for Protec ng God’s Children 
training and more: h ps://charlo ediocese.org/human-
resources/safe-environment. 
For more informa on or ques ons, please contact the     
diocese’s Human Resources Office at h ps://
charlo ediocese.org/human-resources or 704-370-6299. 

W  S . L   D   A  

M   C -19 T  
 

• Sign placement to encourage  6-foot social distancing, and 

frequent hand sani za on, if necessary. 

• All hymnals and missale es have been removed. 

• Communion offered under one species;  consecrated host. 

• The Sign of Peace, which is an op onal rite, is suspended. 

• Touchless Holy Water Fonts. 

• Limited supplies of disposable masks are available for those 

who need one and forgot to bring their own. 

• Parishioners are asked to bring their own hand sani zer; an 

extra supply is on hand if needed. 

• Con nued monitoring of Diocesan, Federal, State, and Local 

Covid-19 recommenda ons and apply as needed 

F   P  O  

• Office Hours: The Parish Office is open Tuesday through 

Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. 

• Appointments: To request an appointment, please         

complete the online form at: h ps://

saintlawrencebasilica.org/ appointments or call the office at 

828-252-6042. 

• Phone Calls to Office: If your call is not answered, please 

leave a detailed voicemail with your full name and reason for 

calling. Staff will return your call. 

• Bulle n: The weekly bulle n con nues to be published in 

digital format only. It is typically uploaded to the parish    

website on Friday a ernoon. 

• Covid-19 Updates: Please visit the parish website for any 

Covid-19 Updates we may need to post. 

• Mass Inten ons: To schedule Mass Inten ons, please use 

our online form: h ps://saintlawrencebasilica.org/schedule-a

-mass This is the most efficient way for office staff to handle 

your request. 

Parish & Community Announcements - December  4,  2022  



 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Formation Announcements - December  4,  2022  

Manners Monday with the Sisters 
As you know, we have a parish subscrip on to OpenLight Media of the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist. Their 
program has great resources for helping your children grow in virtue and therefore success and happiness in “prac cing the 
Faith”. A part of that program is “Manners Monday with the Sisters”. Here is a link to the videos the Sisters have produced.  Enjoy! 
h ps://openlightmedia.com/manners-monday 

Openlight Media Plus 
We are pleased to announce a parish subscription to Openlight Media: Bringing the Light of Christ into the World.  The  Dominican 
Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist are passionate about sharing the truth, beauty, and goodness of God—leading others 
into an encounter with Christ. Openlight Media is an accessible and trustworthy portal  providing relevant informational resources 
helping educators, young families, and individuals. 
To begin your subscription go to: https://openlightmedia.com/openlight-media-plus-coupon-code-redemption/ 
Follow the OPENLIGHTÊMEDIAÊPLUSÊCOUPONÊCODEÊREDEMPTIONÊINSTRUCTIONS. 
The Basilica Coupon Code is: oplparishbasilicaofstlawrencecharlotteaqa  

WeÊhopeÊyouÊenjoyÊOpenlightÊMediaÊPlusÊandÊtheÊDominicanÊSistersÊofÊMary. 

Formed.org 
Our parish has a subscrip on to Formed.org, so all the material there is available to you at no charge; all you need to do is set up 
your personal account for Basilica of St. Lawrence. FORMED.org: Use Code—NT732K  

Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast 
If you’ve struggled to read the Bible, this podcast is for you. Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast, hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz and 
featuring Jeff Cavins, guides Catholics through the Bible in 365 daily episodes. You can join any me! 
Each 20-25 minute episode includes: 
· Two to three scripture readings 
· A reflec on from Fr. Mike Schmitz 
· A guided prayer to help you hear God’s voice in his Word 
 
Unlike any other Bible podcast, Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast for Catholics follows a reading plan inspired by the Great     
Adventure Bible Timeline® learning system, a groundbreaking approach to understanding Salva on History developed by          
renowned Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins. Tune in and live your daily life through the lens of God’s word! 
h ps://media.ascensionpress.com/all-bible-in-a-year-episodes/  

December Faith Forma on 
There are no Faith Formation Classes in December.   

Reborn: You, Your Child and The Heart of Bap sm 
All parishioners are invited to par cipate in a home study of the Sacrament of Bap sm by watching the Reborn Program on 
Formed.org.  Reborn explores the deeply personal power of Bap sm, bringing to light the spiritual reality for parents and           
godparents and, most importantly, the child being bap zed. Rendered with a cinema c beauty that's become the hallmark of the 
Augus ne Ins tute's film produc ons, Reborn presents the founda on of the Church's teaching on Bap sm, with a step-by-step 
explana on of the rite itself, including its profound place in Scripture and Tradi on.  

 
Beloved: Finding Happiness in Marriage 
All parishioners are invited to par cipate in a home study of the Sacrament of Marriage by watching the Beloved Program on 
Formed.org. In 12 stunning sessions, Beloved uncovers the mystery and the meaning of the sacrament of marriage. Beloved is 

Update on Catechism and Ques ons for December 
In place of Catechism & Ques ons for December, Fr. Arnsparger would like to invite you to Kick-off the Preserving Our 
Heritage Campaign. This is a capital campaign to invite all parishioners to pledge a five year sacrificial dona on to   
repair and preserve the Basilica of St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr. Please join us in Lauren ne Hall a er 
each Sunday Mass on Saturday evening December 3rd and on Sunday, December 4th a er the 9:00 am, 12 noon, and 
4:00 pm Masses. There will be a short presenta on, refreshments, and me for ques ons and visi ng. This is an      
exci ng me for our parish as we have the privilege of caring for our parish church.  



Continuation from Pastor  
Sunday,   December  4 ,  2022,   The Second  Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

P  S  
Very Rev. Fr. Roger Arnsparger 
Rector/PastorÊ 
 

Rev. Fr. Nohe Torres 
ParochialÊVicar 
 
 

Rev. Mr. Philip Miles  
Deacon,ÊÊ770.815.9125  
 

Barclay Roberts 
PastoralÊAssociateÊforÊAdministra on 
OfficeÊManagementÊ 
 

Andrew Davis  
DirectorÊofÊMusicÊ&ÊLiturgy,Ê 
828.779.9371 
 

Bud Hansbury 
CuratorÊ&ÊPropertyÊManager,  
828.337.4869 
EventÊParkingÊOpera ons  

 

Antonio Garcia                           
BilingualÊAdmin.ÊAssistant,ÊÊÊ 
828.713.2634 
basilicaministeriohispano@gmail.com 
 
 

Kenia Garcia      
BilingualÊFaithÊForma onÊAsst.ÊÊÊ 
828.252.6042 
basilicaff@gmail.com        
 
Elizabeth England 
Administra ve Assistant 
828-252-6042 
 

P  P  C  
VeryÊRev.ÊFr.ÊRogerÊArnsparger,ÊVE,ÊÊÊPres. 
Nuve Arias, Rosy Blanco, Tricha Diaz,       
Christopher Fiore, Kamilla Fiore, Mark    
Jordan, Alicia Rodriguez, Emily  Wimberly, 
Myra Zachrich, John Levengood,  RecordingÊ
SecretaryÊ 
 

F  C  M  
Dan Lepore,  Veronica Sartor,  Lori Doerr, 
Rev. Mr. Philip Miles,  Jim Rodgers  
 

C  C  

Buildings/Facili es:   
Lonnie Gilliam, Co-ChairÊ 
Kerney McNeil, Co-ChairÊ 
Educa on and Forma on:   
TBA 
Evangeliza on/Ecumenism:        
TBD 
Parish Life/ Stewardship: 
Rachel Raab & Myra Zachrich 
Community Ministry: 
Rita Livezey  

 

C   M  
Homebound Ministry: 
Andrew Davis 
 

Diocesan Hispanic Ministry: 
Antonio Garcia  
basilicaministeriohispano@gmail.com  
 

Basilica Gi  Shop 
Barclay Roberts,  
basilicagi shop@gmail.com 
 

C  A  
Catholic Daughters of America 
Madeleine Pflaumbaum  
 

Knights of Columbus 
Peter Kruse  

Contact Us 
Parish Office: 828.252.6042 
basilicacomm@gmail.com 
Saintlawrencebasilica.org 

Es mados feligreses, 

En este empo de Adviento, nos estamos preparando para recibir a Cristo de tres maneras: en 
Su segunda venida, celebrando Su nacimiento en Navidad y, por supuesto, diariamente cuando Él viene 
a nosotros a través de la Santa Misa y los Sacramentos. La palabra “Adviento”, por supuesto, proviene 
del la n que significa “venir a”. Cristo ha venido a nosotros, viene a nosotros y vendrá a nosotros en los 
úl mos empos.  

Hoy y el próximo domingo se nos presenta en la Liturgia a San Juan Bau sta. Esta llama va 
figura nos llama a la atención, a la preparación para saludar al San simo Señor.   Todos nuestros       
prepara vos para celebrar la Navidad enen su finalidad no sólo en hacer una “fiesta” con                 
sobreabundantes dones materiales, sino en llevarnos a la acogida diaria de Cristo en nuestra vida.    
Después de todo, la Navidad es “Cristo”, “Misa”. La Misa de Su nacimiento es el mo vo de todos los 
prepara vos y fiestas y regalos. Los cris anos dan diariamente sus vidas a Cristo como un regalo para Él. 
Nos sometemos como Sus discípulos. El Niño Rey nos lleva a reflexionar sobre el enorme amor de Dios 
por nosotros y la redención del pecado y de la vida pecaminosa que nos ofrece a través de la pasión, 
muerte y resurrección de Cristo.  

Entonces, mientras nos preparamos para celebrar la "Misa" de "Cristo", asegurémonos de 
hacer realidad nuestras resoluciones de "Año Nuevo de Gracia". ¿Qué es diferente este año en mi plan 
diario para servir a Cristo? ¿O lo he dejado y mi religión se ha vuelto supers ciosa? No dejen que la  
visión secular de la Navidad como una fiesta de mercadeo se apodere de sus vidas. Disfruta estos días 
como la verdadera elevación espiritual que son.  

La voz profe zada en Isaías es la voz de San Juan Bau sta que clama en el desierto que      
nuestros pecados sean expiados y nos trae la no cia de una vida verdadera y plena. Somos esa voz en el 
desierto de nuestro mundo hoy. La verdadera libertad se expresa en la responsabilidad, no en la       
licencia. Somos sicamente libres para hacer muchas cosas, pero no somos moralmente libres para  
hacer todas las cosas. El hombre pensante debe encontrar su razón de ser a par r de la definición de 
quién es. Cuando el hombre sabe quién es y con la gracia de Dios, puede actuar en verdad de acuerdo 
con la ley moral de Dios. La libertad se encuentra en actuar en la verdad.  

Tú y yo podemos tener el consuelo de Isaías en nuestro Señor Quien es el que dice la verdad. 
Con a en Él. Pasa empo con Él cada día. Estudia su palabra. Vayan a Él en Sus Sacramentos. Cuando 
llegue a la Iglesia para la Santa Misa, entre a la Iglesia con asombro. Haz una genuflexión de amor ante 
Aquel que más te ama. Arrodíllese en su banco, haga la señal de la cruz y agradezca a Dios por el       
privilegio de estar en Su tranquila presencia mientras Él le habla de corazón a corazón. Comienza la  
Santa Misa orando para entender lo que Dios hará por  en esta Santa Misa en par cular. Tu ayuno te 
ha preparado para la gran reunión, y cuando comienza la Santa Misa asciendes a la Montaña Santa  
donde Dios se te revela personalmente. Asombro, tranquilidad, preparación. Entremos en el acto     
salvífico de Su Amor: la Santa Misa. 

Finalmente, preparémonos para el “Día Santo” de Navidad y la temporada navideña. Con alegría y    
confianza, acojamos al Salvador en nuestros corazones y acciones para que podamos vivir realmente en, 
con y por Él. 

***** 
 

“CONSERVANDO NUESTRO PATRIMONIO” 
CAMPAÑA CAPITAL PARROQUIAL 

 

Acepte mi agradecimiento por sus respuestas a nuestra Campaña Capital para reparar y preservar   
nuestra hermosa iglesia. Como mencioné el domingo pasado, hace 117 años que se entregaron los   
primeros materiales para construir la iglesia actual; los feligreses y la comunidad estaban entusiasmados 
con el trascendental proyecto. Un año después, el 21 de octubre de 1906, se colocó la primera piedra y 
se selló con la llana grabada en plata de primera ley que el arquitecto Rafael Guastavino entregó al  
Párroco, P. Pedro Marion. Los ladrillos, la argamasa y los materiales se fueron levantando hasta        
completar la Iglesia en 1909. Aquí estamos 113 años después adorando en este hermoso templo de Dios 
que se queda con nosotros en el tabernáculo. Recibirá más información sobre la primera fase de nuestro 
proyecto: sellado del techo y mantenimiento de los sistemas de drenaje para proteger el edificio de 
cualquier infiltración de agua adicional. Los $2.5 - $3 millones de dólares necesarios para completar este 
proyecto es una gran oportunidad para que nuestros feligreses hagan algunas donaciones significa vas 
durante este empo de compromiso de cinco años. Veamos las formas en que podemos hacer un buen 
sacrificio por el bien de nuestra Iglesia, la parroquia y el extraordinario regalo de esta maravilla         
arquitectónica. Dios los bendiga y la Virgen los tenga en su erno cuidado. San Lorenzo, ruega por     
nosotros.  

Con mis oraciones, el P. Arnsparger 








