Sunday of Divine Mercy

April 12, 2015

St. Clare of Assisi, Pray for Us!

St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church
1411 Cross Street
O’Fallon, IL 62269
618/ 632-3562
618/ 632-9036 (fax)
www.stclarechurch.org

Fr. Jim Deiters Pastor
Dennis Vander Ven Deacon
Marcia Fix Parish Secretary

Jamae Shubirg Administrative Assistant
Shirley Seipp Business Manager

John Harter Facilities Manager

Sr. Carolyn McWatters Liturgy & Music Director
Tom Docter Accompanist

Jane Dotson Family Faith Formation

Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton, Bishop of Belleville

We, the people of St. Clare Catholic Parish,
In the Diocese of Belleville, are called by God
in baptism to be disciples of Jesus Christ.
Centered in the Eucharist, and strengthened
by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we strive to live
the Gospel and further the reign of God.
We do this by creating a vibrant faith
community, by actively promoting justice
and evangelization, and by using our gifts
in the service of God’s people, to give God
glory and reverence all of Creation.

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Nursery service during the 10:30 Mass.

BAPTISM—Preparation classes for parents are offered
every other month for infant baptism. Call the Parish
Office to sign up. Adults wishing to be baptized should
also call the Office.

RECONCILIATION—Saturdays 3:30 until 4:30 p.m.
or by appointment. Community celebrations are also
offered every Advent and Lent.

MATRIMONY—Contact Pastor a year prior.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—Communal celebrations
twice a year, or by appointment.

ST. CLARE SCHOOL 632-6327
214 West Third Street, O’Fallon, IL

Milissa Faust Principal
Gloria Schmidt Secretary
Eileen Yahl Accountant

MT. CALVARY CEMETERY 632-7631
Jim Deschesne Sexton

PARISH TRUSTEES
Michael Crupe
John Dempsey

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL 632-4270

Emergency Assistance




Spirituality for Men...
And the Role of the Father in the Family

The St. Clare Catholic Men for Christ group is honored to have Fr.
Jim as our first guest speaker. The topic is “The Role of the Father in
the Family”. All men of the parish, age 21 and older, are invited to join
us in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, April 25 from 8 — 10 a.m.

Coffee, donuts, bagels and other refreshments will be provided. Help us
spread the word and invite your friends. There will be a Rosary recited
at 7:30 for anyone interested in arriving a little early. Plan on meeting
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel or the main sanctuary depending on
the turnout.

The St. Clare Catholic Men’s for Christ (CFCM) group recently formed
this past January. Several of the men have attended the annual St. Louis
CFCM over the past few years and felt called to begin a parish level
group following the same theme, but on a monthly basis. We share the
vision statement of the St. Louis CFCM but at the parish level, “Focused
on Building the Kingdom of God here at St. Clare and Beyond.”

Our Mission is to provide a venue for prayer, fellowship and spiritual
nourishment for the men of St. Clare parish and to be a springboard into
greater commitment and involvement of the life and ministries of our
parish. We will meet the fourth Saturday morning of each month, parish
event calendar permitting, and offer a program of guest speakers, in-
formative/instructional Catholic videos or other Catholic Topic of the
Month that won’t involve any advanced preparation time for anyone that
wants to attend. Just come and be fed, both literally and spiritually!
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Congratulations to our 2nd Graders making their First Holy Communion!
Please keep these children and their families in your prayers.
May God’s blessings be with them today and remain with them always!

Mia Barragan Gavin Gentille Cara Reilly

Luke Bautz Lily Gonzalez Jacob Ryan

Will Bautz Robbie Greene Ethan Schillinger
Breven Cabucana-Hiatt ~ Ava Guinn Ryan Schillinger
Sophia Chappell Nate Hoover Jonathan Sill
Mariah Chapple Noah Hughes Lylli Smith
Chase Cooley Claire Huhmann Patricia Stanis-Way
Kyle Cooley Alexis Konze Brady Steinkamp
Dillon Cutter Maiya Leisure Will Theismann
Molly Distler Brady Luechtefeld Zachary Thoman
Isabelle Elliott Logan March Matthew Ueda
Maddex Evans Christopher Millikin Alex Vargas
Gracie Favela Tyce Mister Kylie Voss
Grant Fender Irene O'Connor Ella Walsh

Elyse Flath Laura Pierre Nora Walsh
Avery Gansauer Marin Price Kylie Wang

Katie Zimmerman

April 11

Mison Serrano
Steve Newcomb
Paul Gorom

Carl Walker
Lynette McAnulty
Barb Smith

Caleb Kaiser
Kayla Koory

Mac Truran

April 12
Margaret Heinke
Beth Badgley
Jeff Keim

Chris Wayne
Dwayne Turner
Michael Hagen
Kaitlin O'Neil
Alexis Stowe
John Moore
Anya Kenney
Heather Kenney
Michael Hardimon
Mia Hardimon

April 13

Angie Minor

Sue Kombrink
Joanna Motowski
Andrew Griffing
Justin Doyle
Jillian Takacs
Alyssa Schneider

April 14

Dennis Sandheinrich

Tom Pawlow
JoAnn Hertzler
Craig Sewell
Michelle Mendez
Daniela Day

Michael Kellebrew

Emily Sill
Emily Smith
Carter Terrell
Lillian Kalmer

April 15

Laura Spilker
Nicole Shelpman
Anthony Osburn
Logan Spengler
Tori Garcia
Lyndi Kaufman

April 16

Darren Guttmann
Erin Cotto
Mallory Compton
Gavin Garrett
Jacob Gass

April 17
Candy Ringler
Isabel Borawski

April 18

Rita Haukapp
Joe Motowski
Linda Wagner
Deborah Phillips
Larry McCulley
Patricia Whyte
Tiffany Nguyen
Tyce Mister
Lylli Smith
Hailey Gass
Luke Terrell

April 19
Jessica Haughey
Dylan Lurk
Mason Currier



MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, April 11
Divine Mercy Sunday
5:00 p.m. Alan Filyaw

Sunday, April 12
Divine Mercy Sunday
8:30 a.m. Joan Cavins
Ree and Rose Coleman
10:30 a.m. Vernell Rogers
First Holy Communion

Monday, April 13

Easter Weekday Saint Martin I, Pope and Martyr

8:30 a.m. Mass in the School Chapel with
First Communion Students/Families

No Noon Mass

Tuesday, April 14

Easter Weekday

7:30 a.m. Will Mersinger
8:30 a.m. School Mass

Wednesday, April 15
Easter Weekday
No Mass

Thursday, April 16—School Mass
Easter Weekday
8:30 a.m. Elizabeth Ripplinger

Friday, April 17
Easter Weekday
7:30 a.m. Special Intention

Saturday, April 18
Third Sunday of Easter
5:00 p.m. Norman Wright
George and Dolores Harvilla

Sunday, April 19

Third Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m. James Carroll
Daniel Walsh

10:30 a.m. For Our Parish

Weekly Readings for April 13-19
Monday: Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-9; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15
Saturday:Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;

Jn 6:16-21
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9;

1Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48

Next Weekend April 18/19

Cantors

Saturday 5:00 pm

Sunday  8:30 am
10:30 am

Ilfu urgicel

John Gomez IS T@‘P«S
Karen Jalbert

Colleen Mruzick

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Saturday 5:00 pm

Sunday  8:30 am

Sunday 10:30 am

Lector

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday  8:30 am
Sunday 10:30 am

Servers
Saturday 5:00 pm

8:30 am
10:30 am
Ushers
Saturday 5:00 pm

Sunday  8:30 am

Sunday 10:30 am

Gift Bearers
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday  8:30 am
10:30 am
Greeters
Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:30 am
10:30 am
Sound Board
Saturday 5:00 pm
8:30 am
10:30 am

Bread Bakers

Children’s Word

Saturday 5:00 pm

Sunday 8:30 am
10:30 am

Nursery

Jeff & Pat Taylor, Brigid & Katelyn Sternberg

Robin Bandy, Barb Kovach, Tom Grimmig, Scott Brown
Lucy Mixen, Sella Roman*, Dennis Holdener*

Nancy Buttimer*, Mary Fleming*

Betty Deschesne, Linda Cipfl, Jane Holba, Kristy Turner
Judy Lemansky, Jim & Sarah Pavlisin, Tina Whitlow
Audra Driscoll*, Toni Stanton*, Mark O’Connor*

Marjorie Hines, Lea Bautz, James Hopper, Laura Jines
Richard Smith, Margaret Andrasko, Patty Klingelhoefer
Mary Anne Burroughs, Kitty Luehrs, Karen Holzum*
Dominic & Rena Sabatino®, Lindsay Goldberg*

April Leo & Tina Perschbacher
Sharon Ripplinger & Pennie Pavlisin
Mark Arbogast & Tanja Ramsby

Natalie Spain, Curt Stutsman

Stephanie Sternberg, Nathan Lampe

Noah Artime, Natalie Bak, Olivia & Ben Harris

Alex & Allison LaSalvia, Gabe Smoot, Alyssa Faigal

Carl Lurk, Josh Gansauer, Zakharie Stoll, Eric Sheesley

George Martychenko, Pat Jurgensmeyer, Jim Hendricks
Don Proffer, John Bechtoldt, Gary Borges

Brian Huelsmann, Ruben Abalos, John Meise
Mark Stevens, James Taylor, Matt Chambers

Doug, Vicki, Nicholas, Anna & Elyse Flath
Ryan, Alicia, Madison, Brady & Logan Luechtefeld
Blaine, Debbie & Spencer Phillips

Rosemarie Jones, Carolyn & Jenny Vogt
Judy Wylie, Jeff, Susan, Evan, Marin & Lauren Price
Margie Carthy, Anne Shambro & Grandchildren

David Schmitz
Parker Crain
Gary Goldberg

Tanja Ramsby, Dannette Kinsella, Sherry D’Amico

Elsa Boysah & lan Ratajczyk
Bethany Kazmierczak
Krissy Green & Hunter Barr

Gail Jurgensmeyer & Rose Tanner

Please pray for the sick, their loved ones and caregivers; may they never lose sight of the love of God...
Jennifer R. Barajas, Wray Barr, Joe Burroughs, Shirley Carroll, George Covington, Lori Dalton, June Dean, Dennis & Delores

Dumstorff, Yasuko Estabrooks, Rita Ferreri, Mildred Gerardi,

Mike and Linda Gilkerson, Hannah Grubofski, Patricia Gundlach,

Rita Haukapp, Margaret Heinke, Jessica Holmes, Boston Johnson, Rosemarie Jones, Pauline Keller, Dan Kimutis,
Dawn Papproth Kuhn, Thelma LaSalvia, Virginia Leninsky, Abelina Leon, Vincent Lepes, Mary Lugge, John Molnar,
Mary Molnar, Nona Morgan, Helen Murphy, Margaret Nettles, Katie Paulochk, Thomas Peters, Doris Prosser,

Lynn Robke Crutcher, Roy Rogge, Madelean Sanford, Michael Schmitz, Craig Seipp, Diane Gettis-Simmons,

Betty & Jean Stogner, Michelle Strube, Pat Thompson, Betty Tomasovich, Jake Van Hook, Pat Weiler, Steve Wells,

Virginia Woods

Please pray for all our military families, especially those separated by deployment.



UPCOMING
EVENTS

Seussical the Musical
Thursday, April 16
Friday, April 17
6:30 p.m.

St. Clare School Gym

29" Annual St. Clare School
Benefit Dinner Auction

Saturday, May 2
Four Points Sheraton in Fairview Heights

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Sit down dinner begins at 7:00 p.m.

For additional information, please contact
Laura Adkins at lauradaly2000@yahoo.com
or Mona Toennies at mona(@toenniescpa.com

2" Annual St. Clare Athletic Association
Golf Tournament
Friday, May 8
The Orchards Golf Club

12:00 p.m. Registration and lunch
1:30 p.m. Shotgun start

To register or for additional information, please contact Matt
Bruening at mbruening74@aol.com

Join us in praying the
Divine Mercy Novena
St. Clare of Assisi Church
2:30 p.m. on Good Friday

3:00 p.m. for the following 8 days
(through Saturday, April 11)

DIVINE MERCY

The Diocese of Belleville is sponsoring
Divine Mercy Sunday events at
St. Clare of Assisi Church
Sunday, April 12 from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

Divine Mercy Novena and Chaplet pamphlets are
available on the Table in the Gathering Space this
weekend. Please feel free to take one home if you
prefer to pray the Novena at home.

Help With Mental lllness
WE ARE COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY

One of the most effective ways of removing
the stigma associated with mental illness is to
ensure that families dealing with a diagnosis
do not feel alone. The challenges associated
with a mental illness often appear insurmountable and there
seems to be little or no support. Companions can offer that
much needed support and can provide help to a family in navi-
gating through those challenges.

The faith-based committee of the Karla Smith Foundation is
offering Companionship Training in 3 sessions at St. Nicholas
Catholic Church in O’Fallon from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Satur-
days, May 2, May 30 and June 13. The training will focus on
learning 9 strategies (3 each session) to help those who love
and care for someone with mental illness. These strategies are
intended to bring order to the often emotional chaos that may
ensue and to help the entire family live a more balanced life.
We are also offering a three part education series at St. Elizabeth's
Hospital (Millennium Room) on Tuesday nights from 7—8:30 on May 5,
May 12, and May 19. The title of this series is: The Family as First Re-
sponders: Strategies for Coping with the Mental Health Problems of a
Loved One. There is no fee and registration is not required but people
can call for more information or to indicate their attendance. To reg-
ister for either of these or for more information, please contact Tom
Smith at tom.smith@karlasmithfoundation.org (618-628-3129) or
Lynda Fahrner at [fahrner@msn.com (618-624-5324).
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' Shopping Fair!!

to Benefit Youth Activities
Friday, April 17

St. Clare Church Fellowship Hall
A fun night out with lots of prizes!!

Vendor Fair opens at 6
Auction begins at 7:30 p.m.

Admission: $5 per person at the door
(then pay as you go to bid on prizes)
or buy an all-in paddle for $25 per person
(chance to win every prize)

For table of 10 reservations or to donate prizes, con-
tact Jane at janeadotson@yahoo.com or 632-3562.




PSR

Parish School of Religion

April 12 No PSR Class—1st Communion

April 19 PSR Class (except 8th grade)
7th 6rade Soup Kitchen

April 26 LAST PSR CLASS

April12 Youth Group in Youth Room 6-7:30 p.m.

April 19 Youth Group Game Night
Fellowship Hall 6-7:30 p.m.

April 26  Youth Group and Adopt-a-Highway
5-7:30 p.m.

May 3 Crazy 8's in Fellowship Hall 5-7 p.m.

May 3 Youth Group celebrates Graduates
Youth Room 6-7:30 p.m.

May 10 No Meeting (Mothers Day)

College Care Packages If you would like your
college student to receive a college care package
from our parish as he or she studies for finals this
semester, please send name, address and dates of
finals to janeadotson@yahoo.com by April 20.
Donations to offset the postage costs are accepted,
too.

The Event of a Lifetime!

INNCYC

National Catholic Youth Conference
November 19-22, 2015 in Indianapolis

All Parish Youth in grades 9-12 next fall
are invited to join us
at this amazing eventl!!

MONDAY MOMS!

Faith Based Study & Prayer
Activities, Support Group, Play Time
St. Clare Church Nursery 9:30—11 a.m.
2nd and 4th Mondays each Month

For more information, call Stephanie
573-424-6733

Crazy 8's
Geaawme NighE

Sunday, April 12
5-7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

For all 7th & 8th grade students. Bring a friend
from any parish or faith. Bring your favorite
game to play. Games, food and fun.
Parents invited to bring food and come help!

Confirmation Schedule:

April 18 Students Mass and Dinner with Fr. Jim
Rescheduled to April 19

April 19 Blessing for all students. Attend 10:30 Mass
REAP Retreat for students & sponsors from
1—5 in Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Students Dinner with Fr. Jim rescheduled:

Sunday, April 19 at 11:40 a.m. in Choir Room for pizza

lunch and important preparation time with Fr. Jim. No

8th Grade PSR on April 19.

April 26  Confirmation Rehearsal at 11:45 a.m.
April 27  Confirmation with Bishop Braxton 7 P.M.

Hoyleton Mission Trip—June 21—26 for high school (incoming
freshmen through 2015 graduates) and youth group alumni. Help with
landscaping, painting, clean-up and fix-up at Holyeton Children’s
Home and interact with the children living there. It’s five days you
will never forget! Contact Karen Jalbert at 610-9149 for info.




CATHOLIC MEIDLAD

A NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION
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[ s ” Entering Easter Season
with 5Mfﬂgﬂ(!§ﬁ; With Easter Sunday, we are entering into the highlight of our
gfﬂztﬂful Liturgical year. We have encountered Christ as we traveled
(El You have been given wonderful through Lent, with our sacrifices and hearts open to the under-
gifts from God... standing of suf'f'ermg in thI.S .world. With great J.OY we celebr.at—
ed Easter Mass in thanksgiving and AWE of Christ’s resurrection
and our redemption and hope for eternal life. But, is Easter
DONATIONS OF BASKETS AND AUCTION ITEMS St. Clare | | over? The Easter baskets may still be full, but are our hearts
Youth Group needs donations of baskets, gift cards, wine and | | and minds? Our Lenten sacrifices are over, and the temptation

other prizes for our annual Quarter Auction, to raise funds for | |is to get slowly comfortable again in our old habits, just where
our youth to attend the Diocesan and National Catholic Youth | | satan wants us.

Conferences. If you have any new items or gift cards you are
unable to use, you have business or have a special talent for
making something, we would love to have your donations for
our event. Your name or business name will be listed in the
program or you can donate anonymously. Please contact D
Jackie Gross at jgross933@gmail.com or 660-4667 or Jane

Dotson at janeadotson@yahoo.com or 632-3562. c

In this CD, Drawing Close: The God Who Desires You,
David Calavitta will help us
see how we can encounter
God not just on Easter, or
= only at Mass on Sundays, or
‘after a spiritual retreat, but
Zin each moment of each
day. It's easy to be Catholic
in these places with other
L+ Catholics around us. But,
8 we're called to more than

EGHIH@USE that...God is calling us closer

< CATHOLIC MEDIA .
to Him.

EMPTY EASTER EGGS Got eggs? Drop your plastic Easter
eggs in the basket in the hallway outside the restrooms by
April 26. We will use the eggs for next year’s Easter egg hunt.

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES Donations of all types of snacks
and shoe boxes for college care packages are needed. Please
place your packaged items on the west counter of the Fellow- | | David Calavitta has worked in Catholic Youth ministry for the
ship Hall by April 26. past 13 years, serving as a youth minister in several parishes, as
well as a missionary with NET Ministries. In this heart-felt talk
HELP WITH DYNAMIC CAHTOLIC EVENT Can you help us given at a Steubenville Youth Conference, David reflects upon
make a special adult faith formation session a success? The the all-important and fundamental truth that we were created
Dynamic Catholic program, The Good Life by Dr. Allen Hunt, | |out of love by a God who continually seeks to draw us into a
is coming to St. Clare Parish on Saturday, June 6. We need | | Personal relationship with Him. (This is a great youth, young
help selling tickets after Masses in May and with greeting, | |adult oradult CD.)

sales, set up and clean up on the day before and day of the | | please check our kiosk in the Gathering Space for new CD and book
event. Contact Rita Zinn at rzinn@charter.net or the parish | | titles. Great for youth and adults! Suggested donations are:

office at 632-3562. CDs - $3.00, Books - $4.00, Booklets $2.00. Please place payments in
the slots on either side of the kiosk. Thank you!! Your donations go

GREEN THUMBS WANTED! The Art and Environment and | | directly toward ordering new fitles.

Gardening ministries are looking for someone to plant and

maintain the four large planters on the entry plaza to our Easter Sunday , April 5, 2015
church. This includes picking and planting annuals suited for Easter and Tithe..........$31,738.50
spring, summer and fall growing seasons, and keeping the New Church.................$ 4,706.78
pots watered through the dry summer months. This is a great
volunteer project for couples or families! For more details,
contact Kathy Sjoquist at kathysjo@sbcglobal.net. Month of March:

Holy Thursday $2,198.00
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL LEADERS We need adult and/or Good Friday.... ....1,431.00
college age co-leaders in registration, outdoor recreation, For the Poor... ....2,086.00
dance or Bible games (especially if you want to do some fun Guatemala (including scholarship fund).. 1,939.62
"science experiments"). This year's VBS will be held mornings Catholic Relief Service 1,959.00
July 13-17 at St. Clare School in conjunction with Corpus Easter Flowers...
Christi Parish. Contact janeadotson@yahoo.com. Cemetery

Youth helpers (incoming grades 6-12) will sign up in May.




ALTAR ANGELS April 18: Arlene Cruz-Peel, Kathryn DeVan, Linda Riedel
Sharon Ripplinger

SENIORS TO LEARN ABOUT FUNERAL PLANNING The St. Clare Seniors will hear
about funeral planning at their April meeting and then will make plans for some up-
coming trips. Kim Sabella, a licensed funeral director from Wolfersberger Funeral
Home and a member of St. Clare Parish will be our guest at the April 13 meeting.
Her presentation “Funeral Pre-Planning: Yes, It’s for Everyone” will provide infor-
mation in a relaxed setting. The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
The Seniors are planning a casino trip this spring and a trip to the racetrack this sum-
mer! Any parishioner over 55 is invited to join the Seniors group, which usually
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the second Monday of the month in the Fellowship Hall for
evenings of great food, lots of laughs and a variety of entertainment and guest
speakers. The seniors group is strictly social; no work or fundraising is involved. For
more information, please contact Judy at 632-4074.

THE FABULOUS FOX St. Clare Senior group will tour the Fox Theatre on Saturday,
April 25th. The tour will last approximately 90 minutes and will include a brief per-
formance on one of the Fox's Wurlitzer theatre organs. The cost is $7.00. We will
meet at St. Clare Church parking lot at 9:30 a.m. to car pool. Any questions call Pat
at 632-2332.

PARENTS Order Magnifikids for your children ages 6-12! A weekly booklet about
Mass that includes prayers, games and ideas on living our faith. Especially helpful
for First Communion prep. Cost is $17 a year and deadline to order is April 13.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION On June 7 at 1 p.m. Bishop Braxton will celebrate a
Mass at the Cathedral of St. Peter honoring the Sacrament of Matrimony. Couples
married 25, 30, 40, 50 & 60 plus years are invited to attend. Please call the parish
office if you will be celebrating a milestone anniversary this year!

REFLECT RETREAT FOR MID-LIFE SINGLES (mid-30s to 50s): Register today for a life-
changing weekend retreat at King’s House Retreat Center, Belleville (20 minutes
from downtown St. Louis) on April 17-19, 2015. Cost is just $185 for meals and a
single room. Take a chance and get involved... you won't regret it! Call (312) 532-
8286 or emailreflect.stlouis@gmail.com, or visit www.ReflectRetreat.com.

Pentecost Festival
Sunday, May 24

Calling all International Cooks!
Showecase your heritage!

For information on how to set up a booth

featuring foods from your country...

Contact Jackie Gross at 660-4478 or jgross933@gmail.com

At the conclusion of this Message, | should
like to address directly my brothers and sis-
ters in the Catholic Church, in order to re-
mind them of their serious obligation to care
for all creation. The commitment of believers
to a healthy environment for everyone stems
directly from their belief in God the Creator,
from their recognition of the effects of origi-
nal and personal sin, and from the certainty
of having been redeemed by Christ. Respect
for life and for the dignity of the human per-
son extends also to the rest of creation,
which is called to join man in praising God (cf.
Ps 148:96).In 1979, | proclaimed Saint Francis
of Assisi as the heavenly patron of those who
promote ecology (cf. Apostolic Letter Inter
Sanctos: AAS 71 [1979], 1509f). He offers
Christians an example of genuine and deep
respect for the integrity of creation. As a
friend of the poor who was loved by God's
creatures, Saint Francis invited all of crea-
tion—animals, plants, natural forces, even
Brother Sun and Sister Moon—to give honor
and praise to the Lord. The poor man of Assi-
si gives us striking witness that when we are
at peace with God we are better able to de-
vote ourselves to building up that peace with
all creation which is inseparable from peace
among all peoples.

It is my hope that the inspiration of Saint
Francis will help us to keep ever alive a sense
of "fraternity" with all those good and beauti-
ful things which Almighty God has created.
And may he remind us of our serious obliga-
tion to respect and watch over them with
care, in light of that greater and higher frater-
nity that exists within the human family.

(Pope JP Il, World Day of Peace Message 1990)
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