Third Sunday of Advent December 11, 2016

Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton
Bishop of Belleville

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

BAPTISM—Preparation classes for parents are
offered every other month for infant baptism. Call
the Parish Office to sign up. Adults wishing to be
baptized should also call the Office.

RECONCILIATION—Saturdays 3:30 until 4:30
p.m. or by appointment. Community celebrations are
also offered every Advent and Lent.

MATRIMONY—Contact Pastor a year prior.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—Communal
celebrations twice a year, or by appointment.

We, the people of St. Clare Catholic Parish,
In the Diocese of Belleville, are called by God
in baptism to be disciples of Jesus Christ.
Centered in the Eucharist, and strengthened
by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we strive to live
the Gospel and further the reign of God.
We do this by creating a vibrant faith
community, by actively promoting justice
and evangelization, and by using our gifts
in the service of God'’s people, to give God

St. Clare of Assisi, Pray for Us! glory and reverence all of Creation.
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From Our Pastor...

Brief Overview of Sacrament of Reconciliation

Confession: Healing our sadness, separation, stresses, and sin.
There is often a feeling of fear and avoidance among many Catholics
about going to confession. When confession is seen only as a
‘telling my sins to a priest,” it can feel embarrassing. But when con-
fession is seen as coming to Jesus for healing, it can bring great
comfort and peace to our life. Jesus says, “Come to me all of you
who are weary and find life burdensome and I will give you rest.”

Why Confess My Sins to a Priest?

Sin hurts our relationship with both God AND with other people.
The priest represents Christ’s healing presence AND the priest rep-
resents the Body of Christ, all of the people who have been hurt by
our sins. The priest is there to offer forgiveness from all those
whom we have hurt by our sin. There is something very powerful,
psychologically, in naming our sins ‘out loud’ to ‘release’ them from
where we have kept them hidden and where they have caused un-
healthy shame.

Since I have not been to confession in so long, where do I begin?
At the Thursday prayer service a worship aid will help guide you
through what to do. Tell the priest how long it has been since your
last confession for him to better know how to respond to your con-
fession. If it feels like your list of sins is long, confess the main
‘growth areas’ where you have struggled and need God’s help.
Reflect on the examination questions below to sort out where you
might most need God’s healing mercy.

Examination of Conscience:

There are many ways to examine ones conscience. The Ten Com-
mandments is a great start. Another way is to think about the two
great commandments of Jesus: “love God with your whole mind and
soul, and love your neighbor as yourself.” With this one you can
ask yourself the following questions:

Relationship with God: Do I keep the Lord’s Day holy by going

to church and not working? Do I make time for honest conversation
with God in prayer? Do I really trust God with my problems? Do I
take time to thank God every day?

Relationship with Others: Do I make time to reach out to those
who need my help? Am I actively involved in helping the poor? Do
I complain about the times I do things for others? Do I participate in
gossip? Do I make the effort to stop lies or rumors? Do I proactive-
ly work on my relationships with family and friends? Do I help oth-
ers get closer to Jesus?

Relationship with Self: Do I take care of my body with exercise
and healthy eating/drinking? Do I get enough rest for my body? Do
I respect my body as a temple of the Holy Spirit? Addicted to por-
nography, alcohol, or drugs? Do I fill my mind with poor television
shows or computer time? Do I take time to read the Scriptures or
spiritual reading?

May God’s Spirit guide all of us to a healing confession this Advent,

Fr. Jim Deiters

December 10
Stephanie Kombrink
Scott Mountford
Denise Roberts
Mark Guerrero
Amanda Barbieri
Amanda Pankey

Zoe Killian

Sophie Schulz

December 11
Marge Ashmann
Marilyn Obal
Joyce Correale
Parker Crain

December 12

Mike O'Donnell
Stephanie Chambers
Amber Hardy

Dani McDaniel
Jacob Knaust
Hannah Cullen
Audrey Brown

December 13
Daryl Spencer
Lucia Barragan
Robert Eberhart
Caitlin Barrow
Halle Hites
Brock Dintelman

December 14
Sandy Walter
Robert Kirchgessner
Kevin Karrigan
Amelia Abalos

Patty Cavins

Lee Milo

Travis Wheeler
Gayle Schulte
Ashley Borawski
Jessica Vargas
Courtney Wisnasky
Jimmy Haughey
Molly Allen

Indy Johaningmeyer

December 15
Carol Burk
Renee Ignatz
Mike Hollenkamp
Kathy Newcomb
Tom Fergus
Gerald Spencer
Arnelle Davis
Ben Cullen

Eli Garcia

December 16
Shirley Carroll
Lilia Levrault
Chuck Currier
Jacqueline Teeling
Natalia Melendez
James Hempsted
Doug Mennerick
Drew Wise

Alissa Wieman
Katelyn Sternberg
Reynaldo Tavares

December 17

Russ Thoman

Ellen Gravlin

DJ Palagi

Matthew Blacharczyk
Amber Borges
Joshua Bevers

Alexis Schillinger
Vincent Garcia
Conhnor Guttmann

December 18

Ken Gass

Henry Beykirch
Brad Joseph
Christine Barttelbort
Tim Thurston
Colleen Pavelschak
Suneal Menzies
Tyler Tiemann
Corey Drewes
Tylor Fergus
Madison Dunham
Jack Stewart



MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 10
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
5:00 p.m. Jerry Gass =
Russell and Eleanor Thoman
Sunday, December 11
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 a.m. Clara Schachner
Carl and Loretta Gregorich
10:30 a.m. Paul Range

Monday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
12:00 p.m. George and Dolores Harvilla

Tuesday, December 13

Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

7:30 a.m. Dorothy McArdle
8:30 a.m. Mass in School Chapel

Wednesday, December 14 No Mass
Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Thursday, December 15
Advent Weekday
8:30 a.m. Mass in School Chapel

Friday, December 16
Advent Weekday
7:30 a.m. Bill Munie, Jr.

Saturday, December 17

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

5:00 p.m. Vincent Schifferdecker
John and Eunice Beck
Frank Puttmann

Sunday, December 18
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 a.m. Cletus Becherer
Chris Gregorich
10:30 a.m. James Mannix, Sr.
Eric Jines

Weekday Readings December 12—18

Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,
or any readings from the Common of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23;
Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-
14; Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b;
Lk 7:24-30
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;
Mt 1:1-17
Sunday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7;
Mt 1:18-24

December 17/18

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion

Saturday 5:00

Sunday 8:30

Sunday 10:30

Lectors

Saturday 5:00

Sunday 8:30
10:30

Servers
Saturday 5:00
8:30

10:30

Ushers
Saturday 5:00

Sunday  8:30

Sunday 10:30

Gift Bearers
Saturday 5:00
Sunday 8:30
10:30
Greeters
Saturday 5:00
8:30
10:30

Sound Board

Saturday 5:00

Sunday  8:30
10:30

Bread Bakers

Children’s Word
Saturday 5:00
Sunday 8:30

10:30

Nursery 10:30

Jorge Avila, Nancy Buttimer, Dennis
Jim & Barbara Calandro, Jessica Kalmer
Jack & Pati Leisure, Carl Lurk, Lucy Mixen
Woalter O'Dell, Richard Ransom, Leonard Ratajczyk

Marie Berry, Jeanette Giebels, Peggy Haselhorst
Suzanne Huffines, Percy Menzies, Susan Price
Maggie O’Loughlin, Kevin & Linda Rademacher
Ken & Jeanne Smith, Simone Wheeler

Pamela Wiederholt

Heather Ertel, Lindsay Goldberg, Mandi Huelsmann
Patty Klingelhoefer, Kitty Luehrs, Ray Matherne,
Tanja Ramsby, Chris, Tara & Hannah Sill

Richard Smith, Toni Stanton, Samantha Vojak

Sella Roman & Paulette Roberg
Anne Millikin & Gabrielle Millikin
Kristine Blair & Joe Motowski

Dee Dee & Eddie Barragan, Lucas Ueda, Ryan Voss
Javier Favela, Donald O’Connor

John & Charlie Moore

Ryan Clancy, Drew Ferguson,

Nolan Gavin, lan Taylor

Theresa Bevers, Noah Cutter, Bruce Rackers
Eric Sheesley, Scott Voss, John Winkelmann

John Bechtoldt, Glen Christensen, Mike Lafferty
Ryan Luechtefeld, Don Proffer, Craig Sewell

Gustavo Cotto, Joe Ertel, Jason Holzum
Tyler McDaniel, Roy Rogge, TJ Vojak

Scott & April Leo, Milton Saltmarsh
Lynette Gage & Sharon Ripplinger
Blaine & Debbie Phillips

Kit, Deb, Joshua, Kyle, Ryan & Katie Zimmermann
Muriel Barber, Audra Driscoll, Jim & Corrine Wright
Christopher, Amy, Aiden, Grace & Nora Stapenhorst

Jim Colombo
Gary Borges
Colby Mank

Sherry D’Amico, Kathy DeVan, Samantha Vojak

Lucy Ueda & Faith Rackers
Alicia & Madison Luechtefeld
Barb Smith & Sarah Dotson

Jaclyn Gross & Kim Huber

Please pray for the sick, their loved ones and caregivers; may they never lose sight of the love of God...
Jennifer R. Barajas, Wray Barr, Bill Bettorf, Bob Braswell, Shirley Carroll, Linda Cipfl, Yasuko Estabrooks, Rita Ferreri, Tom Giger,
Jean Green, Hannah Grubofski, Raymond Haselhorst, Rita Haukapp, Margaret Heinke, Dee Hocher, Jessica Holmes, Emil Kirchgessner,
Liz Klingler, Ami Kovach, Dawn Papproth Kuhn, Abelina Leon, Mary Lugge, Matthew MacAinsh, Shawnee Magparangalan,
Carol Martz, Nona Morgan, Doris Prosser, Dale Reeser, Megan Saldana, Madelean Sanford, Craig Seipp, Mary Ann Seipp,
Richard Smith, Betty Stogner, Betty Tomasovich, Jake Van Hook, Jenny Vogt, Patricia Weiler, Steve Wells, Virginia Woods

If you have a family member that is homebound due to iliness or hospitalized, please call the parish office.
Please pray for our military men and women, especially those separated from loved ones by deployment.



Share god s Gy/es

You have been given
wonderful gifts from God...
Will you share them?
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Want to Save on Your Taxes??

Are you at least 70 % years old and not met your Required
Minimum Distribution this year? If so, please consider the
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) provisions of the
IRS tax code as an effective way to give to your Parish or
the Parish’s Capital Development Campaign, reduce your
taxes, and fulfill your Required Minimum Distribution Re-
quirements all at the same time.

A QCD is a tax-free direct transfer from your personal re-
tirement account(s) to a charitable organization. You must
be at least 70 2 years old to make a QCD and the transfer
must come from IRA’s or inherited IRA’s. A QCD from
employer sponsored programs such as 401(k) or 403(b)
plans is not permitted. There is an annual limit of $100,000
per person. If you file a joint return, your spouse can also
make a QCD the same year. The distribution must be made
directly to a 501(c)(3) organization such as St. Clare
Church, St. Clare Church Capital Development Fund, St.
Clare School or the St. Clare School Capital Development
Campaign.

A Qualified Charitable Distribution can be beneficial to
those whose Required Minimum Distribution would push
them into a higher tax bracket, increase taxability of Social
Security income or reduce phase-outs affected by adjusted
gross income. The QCD is not included in your gross in-
come in the year of transfer and counts toward your Re-
quired Minimum Distribution if the transfer is made by De-
cember 31%. QCD’s are not deductible on your return as a
charitable contribution. If you use the standard deduction
you will still obtain the benefits of the QCD. Please contact
your Tax professional for detailed information and your
account administrator for details on how to make the trans-
fer. For general information questions, please call Ed Seipp
at the parish office.

THE GIVING TREE

Please return your gift with the
tag securely attached to the
OUTSIDE of the package, by

December 14.

Important! Any gift turned in
late will not get to the recipient!

Hope
For

The
Journey

1S a new ministry at
St. Clare Church reaching out to anyone that has
experienced the loss of a loved one, recent or not.
We meet for conversation, suggested reading, en-
couragement and prayer and to walk this journey
with you. Our next meeting will be Wednesday,
December 14 at 2:00 p.m. in the church library.
If you have questions or would like more infor-
mation on this ministry, please contact the parish
office at 632-3562.

GUATEMALA CORNER

Fr. Stanley Rother, a Catholic priest from
Oklahoma, was declared a martyr by Pope Francis
on Friday, December 2, making him the first offi-
cially recognized martyr born in the United States.

He was a missionary priest in Guatemala and was
killed for defending the rights and dignity of his
parishioners during the Guatemala Civil War that
went from 1960 to 1996. Eighteen months before
his martyrdom, he wrote to his archbishop in a
letter:

“The reality is that we are in danger. This is one
of the reasons I have for staying in the face of
physical harm. The shepherd cannot run away at
the first sign of danger. Pray for us.”

December 3/4, 2016
New Church
$7,630.00

“One man gives freely, yet grows all the richer;
Another withholds what he should give,
and only suffers want.” Proverbs 11:24

Tithe
$15,324.50

o EVERY
® PURCHASE
w# MATTERS

CERTIFIED
COFFEE SALES DECEMBER 17/18




THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
In preparation for Christmas
“Let every heart prepare Him room..."”"

Sunday, Dec. 11 Cathedral Noon—S5 pm
Sacred Heart, Dupo 3—5 pm

St. Henry, Belleville 3:00 pm
Monday, Dec. 12 Corpus Christi, Shiloh 7 pm

Wednesday, Dec. 14 Immaculate Conc. Columbia 6:30 pm
St. Nicholas, O’Fallon 7:00 pm

Thursday, Dec. 15 St. Clare, O’Fallon 7:00 pm

Sunday, Dec. 18 St. Joseph, Lebanon 3:00 pm

Holy Trinity, Fairview Hts. 1:30 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 21 St. Augustine, Belleville 6:30 pm

A Masterworks Christmas
With

Christine Brewer é

Y/

Sunday, December 11
7:30 PM

St. Clare Church
Tickets available at the door
Adults $20, Seniors $15
Military & Students $10

Busy preparing for
Christmas? Check out
our Advent booklet for
ways to pray, reflect
and slow down this Ad-
vent. Every Sunday, we
have suggestions on
how to live the Works .
of Mercy during the week to “prepare the way of the
Lord” in our own hearts and in the lives of others.

Last week one suggestion was to donate clothes to St.
Vincent de Paul to help clothe the naked. If you need
help getting your donation to St. Vincent de Paul, bring
your clothes in a labeled bag to the donation baskets
across from the church restrooms. This week we suggest
sending a Christmas card to someone in prison. If you
know a person in St. Clair County Jail or Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections, both allow for inmates to receive
mail but have specific rules and policies. Please check
their website for specifics.

May your Advent be truly blessed and truly be a blessing
to others, St. Clare Pastoral Staff

L I &

ETREAT

Men of the Parish

Are you overdue for a relaxing weekend of peace, quiet,
great food and spiritual nourishment?

Take some time away and join your friends and fellow
parishioners for a men’s retreat on January 6—8 at
King’s House in Belleville with check-in between 4 and
6 pm on January 6.

The theme is “Your Goodness is My Home”. Contact
Len Ratajczyk at lenratajczyk@gmail.com or 618-363-
8776 by January 3 for more information or to sign up.
There is no charge for the retreat, but the suggested dona-
tion is $175.00 (participants can pay more or less as they

are able).

Ladies, Don’t Miss St. Clare
Women’s Renewal Weekend
February 18/19

Call our parish office for information

For an amazingly grace filled weekend!

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 24 at 4:30 and 11:00 PM

CHRISTMAS

Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 AM

Prelude Music
begins a half hour before all Masses




Parish School of Religion
St. Clare School, 214 W. 3rd Street, O’Fallon

Calendar
Dec 11...... Class 10:30—11:40
Dec 18......Class 10:30—11:40

No PSR on December 25 and January 1
Christmas Break

CRAZY 'S

CHRISTMAS PARTY ,, ,e
AND
PLANKET MAKING

For all 7th & 8th grade youth

Please bring 2 pieces of color
coordinated (1 print & 1 solid) fleece
material (1 yard or 2 yards each) and
scissors or some warm shacks to
share. Blankets will be donated to elderly

Games, food, service & fun
Sunday, Dec 18 from 5—7 pm
St. Clare Church Fellowship Hall

Youth Room lower level of St. Clare School

Dec 11  Pick up study bags this weekend after Mass
TEC Representative after 10:30 Mass at church

NO Youth Group Meeting

Dec 18 Luke 18 planning meeting for all high school leaders
at St. Nicholas after 10:30 Mass. No evening

meeting, study for finals
DECEMBER 25—JANUARY 1 NO MEETINGS

Jan 8  Luke 18 planning meeting at Noon at Corpus Christi

Youth group ice skating party 5:30—p.m. at
Steinberg Rink at Forest Park

Jan 15
Jan 22

NO Youth 6Group, recover from Luke 18

NCYC meeting 6 p.m. in Youth Room for students,
Parents & Chaperones

LZZKG ]8 Bringing fun and faith together for an
awesome weekend retreat. For all 8th graders.
January 13—15 at St. Clare School. Hosted by high
school and college students. Registration deadline is
December 12. Register on your parish websitell

Congratulations to our
First Reconciliation Class

Kaylee Burgess

Charles Cappel Lucas Howk
Adelaide Chambers Jacob Hug

Luke Chappell Damian Jansen
Sean Chappell Kayla Kalmer
Kirsten Chappell Lydia Kinsella
Gavin Coffey Mason Konze
Camdyn Compton Matthew Marshall
Eberardo Cortes Michael Pierce
William Driscoll John Pierre
Nicholas Gass Alexis Sarginson
Scarlett Gentille Max Schoby

Lourdes Gonzalez
Catherine Gross

Lorelai Stanis-Way
Alexander Theismann

Shea Guinn Nolan Vojak
Marshall Harris Gabriel Vojak
Viviane Herich Logan Walter
Madeline Homrig Brian Wendt

High School Students

Experience your Catholic
faith in an amazing,
spiritual, fun weekend
with other teens.

Try a TEC or Quest retreat!

TEENS
ENCOUNTER

CHRIST

TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) is for juniors & seniors
Quest Is for freshmen and sophomores

This is a wonderful and powerful weekend that will
bring you closer to Jesus in a whole new way! You
will feel surrounded by love all weekend!!

Upcoming Dates:

Jan 14-16 TEC #261St. Mary’s, Mt. Carmel
Jan 28-29 Quest #141 St. Kateri, Ridgeway
Feb 18-20 TEC #262 Gibault High School, Waterioo

March 25-26 Quest #142 St. Dominic, Breese

Visit bellevilletec.org for more details, to see the great
video and get an application on TEC and Quest. Paper
applications are also available in the parish office.

Visit with TEC Team Members after 10:30 Mass
this weekend in the Gathering Spacell!




ALTAR ANGELS DECEMBER 17: Arlene Cruz-Peel,
Kathy DeVan, Linda Riedel, Sharon Ripplinger,
Paula Sanders

BAPTISM PREP CLASS Sunay, December 11 at 1:00
in the Church Library

SENIORS CHRISTMAS PARTY!! Monday, Dec. 12 at
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a $5 gift!!

ALTAR SODALITY CHRISTMAS PARTY DECEMBER 19
at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring an
appetizer/finger food to share and a $5.00 wrapped
gift for bingo.

2016 ORNAMENT FEATURES SPECIAL ANGEL that
adorns the antique sanctuary lamp in the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel and includes Scripture “Do not be
afraid: for behold, | proclaim to you Good News of
great joy.” Luke2:10 The ornaments are $10 each
and are available at the parish office next week.
Proceeds benefit the parish’s building fund.

It’'s St. Clare’s
Anniversary!

Our parish has a rich history
and exciting future...
and you’re a part of it!!
Join the celebration, be a part of
St. Clare’s 150th Anniversary Family Album

Partnering with Lifetouch professional
photographers, we invite you to sit for a
portrait to be included in this new parish

directory. Each parish household that
participates will receive a complimentary

directory and an 8 x 10 photo.

Photos will be taken at St. Clare Church on
January 5-7 (dates especially encouraged for
families with college students home on winter
break) as well as February 21-25.

Two ways to schedule your appointment:
1. Online at stclarechurch.org
2. After Mass on December 17/18

St. Clare Altar Sodality
Annual Cookie Sale
This Weekend
December 10/11

Boxes of 3 dozen cookies for $12

The St. Clare School Band and K—4th Grade
" Christmas Choral Concerts

- Monday, December 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the gym.
: All are welcome!

The School Choir invites you to an evening of
Cocoa & Carols on Friday, Dec. 16 at 6:30 p.m.
in the gym.

For ticket information, please contact Jennifer Schillinger at

ajschillinger@charter.net or 618-698-1873.

SERVE 6 DAYS IN SEATTLE m

SAVE 1,000 LIVES IN ST LOUIS 7[\
A powerful, impactful and entertaining presentation by
4US.org charity founders Diego & Kim Wendt
Sunday, December 18 at 9:45 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
Coffee, Juice & Donuts
Hosted by St. Clare Respect Life Committee

Join the March for Life
in Washington, DC
on January 27

Youth and Adult Chaperones:
he Diocese of Belleville will send
a bus load to the Youth Rally,
Mass and March for Life. Leave
{ on January 26 and return on Janu-
ary 28. The cost is $125 per per-
son (does not include cost of meals). Only 50 tickets are availa-
ble. Register today or get more information at

dps.diobelle.org/respectlife.
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