
We, the people of St. Clare Catholic Parish, 
In the Diocese of Belleville, are called by God 

in baptism to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Centered in the Eucharist, and strengthened 

by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we strive to live 
the Gospel and further the reign of God. 

We do this by creating a vibrant faith 
community, by actively promoting justice 
and evangelization, and by using our gifts 
in the service of God’s people, to give God 

glory and reverence all of Creation. 

St. Clare of Assisi Catholic Church 
1411 Cross Street 

O’Fallon, IL 62269 
618/ 632-3562 

www.stclarechurch.org 
 

Fr. Jim Deiters  Pastor 
Dennis Vander Ven  Deacon 
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Jamae Shubirg  Administrative Assistant 
Ed Seipp  Business Manager 
Patrick Jurgensmeyer  Facilities Manager 
Stephen Eros  Music and Liturgy Director 
Jane Dotson  Family Faith Formation 
Matt Flynn Adult Faith and Mission 
 

ST. CLARE SCHOOL  632-6327 

214 West Third Street, O’Fallon, IL 
Clarice McKay  Principal 
 

 

 

MT. CALVARY CEMETERY   632-3562 

Paulo D’Amico 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES 

Michael Crupe 

John Dempsey 
 

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL  632-4270 

Emergency Assistance 

Second Sunday of Advent                         December 10, 2017         

Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton  
Bishop of Belleville 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

BAPTISM—Preparation classes for parents are  
offered every other month for infant baptism.  
Call the Parish Office to sign up. Adults wishing  
to be baptized should also call the Office. 
 

RECONCILIATION—Saturdays 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
or by appointment. Community celebrations  
are also offered every Advent and Lent. 
 

MATRIMONY—Contact Pastor a year prior. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—Communal  
celebrations twice a year, or by appointment. 

Saint Clare of Assisi, Pray for Us! 



From Our Pastor... 

December 9 
Kathleen Thomas 
Mary Huller 
Becky Gonzalez 
Elizabeth Kaiser 
Danielle Kortkamp 
Ava Ferguson 
Kennedy Prosser 
  
December 10 
Stephanie Kombrink 
Scott Mountford 
Denise Roberts 
Amanda Barbieri 
Jonathan Hamby  
Amanda Pankey 
Haydan Strohm 
Hannah Strohm 
Sophie Schulz 
  
December 11 
Marge Ashmann 
Marilyn Obal 
Joyce Correale 
Parker Crain 
 
December 12 
Mike O’Donnell 
Stephanie Chambers 
Amber Hardy 
Jacob Knaust 
Hannah Cullen 
Jaxon Ladowitz 
Audrey Brown 
 
December 13 
Daryl Spencer 
Lucia Barragan 
Robert Eberhart 
Luke Roberts 
Mandy Werle 
Caitlin Barrow 
Ana Logue 
Halle Hites 
Brock Dintelman 

December 14 
Sandy Walter 
Robert Kirchgessner 
Kevin Karrigan  
Patty Cavins 
Lee Milo 
Travis Wheeler 
Gayle Schulte 
Jessica Vargas 
Ashley Borawski 
Courtney Wisnasky 
Molly Allen 
Emma Roberts 
Indy Johaningmeyer 
 
December 15 
Carol Burk 
Renee Ignatz 
Mike Hollenkamp 
Kathy Newcomb 
Tom Fergus 
Gerald Spencer 
Arnelle Davis 
Xavier Romero 
Ben Cullen 
Eli Garcia 
 
December 16 
Lilia Levrault 
Chuck Currier 
Jacqueline Teeling 
Natalia Melendez 
Danielle Schnable 
Doug Mennerick 
Drew Wise 
Alissa Wieman 
Katelyn Sternberg 
Reynaldo Tavares 
 
December 17 
Russ Thoman 
Ellen Gravlin 
Amber Borges 
Joshua Bevers 
Vincent Garcia 
Alexis Schillinger 
Connor Guttmann 
 
 

A Brief Overview of the Sacrament of Reconciliation... 
Our Advent Service is Thursday, December 14 at 7:00 pm 
 

Confession:  Healing our sadness, separation, stresses and sin. 
There is often a feeling of fear and avoidance among many Catho-
lics about going to confession.  When confession is seen only as a 
“telling my sins to a priest”, it can feel embarrassing.  But when 
confession is seen as coming to Jesus for healing, it can bring great 
comfort and peace to our life.  Jesus says, “Come to me all of you 
who are weary and find life burdensome and I will give you rest.” 
 

Why Confess My Sins to a Priest?  Sin hur ts our  relationship 
with both God and with other people.  The priest represents the 
healing presence of Christ and the Body of Christ, all of the people 
that have been hurt by our sin.  There is something very powerful, 
psychologically, in naming our sins “out loud” to “release” them 
from where we have kept them hidden and where they have caused 
unhealthy shame. 
 

Since I have not been to confession in so long, where do I 
begin?  At the Thursday prayer  service, a worship aid will help 
guide you through what to do.  Tell the priest how long it has been 
since your last confession for him to better know how to respond to 
your confession.  If it feels like your list of sins is long, confess the 
main ‘growth areas’ where you have struggled and need God’s 
help.  Reflect on the examination questions below to sort out where 
you might most need God’s healing Mercy. 
 

How have I failed to worship God in private and communal prayer? 
 

• Do I receive the sacraments regularly? 
• Do I keep Sundays and holy days sacred? 
• Do I value the sacrament of reconciliation?  
• Do I pray daily? 
 

How have I failed to use the gifts of God in daily living? 
 

• Do I respect my own body as a gift from God? 
• Do I control my vices, including abuses of food and drink? 
• Have I made good use of the gifts God has given me? 
• Have I been lazy and given too much time to leisure or entertainment? 
 

How have I failed in my relationships with others? 
 

• In my household, have I contributed to the well-being and happiness of 
the rest of my family? Am I patient? Am I loving? 
• Have I been faithful in my relationships? 
• Have I perpetuated racism, prejudices and stereotypes? 
• Have I indulged in reading, conversation, or entertainments that are con-
trary to Christian decency and respect for human life?  
 

Have I failed to share God’s love with the world? 
 

• Do I share my time and my treasure with others in need? 
• Do I fail to speak out on behalf of the poor or the oppressed? 
• Do I use the earth’s resources wisely? 
  
*Please see the next page of bulletin for Advent Penance 
Services in our area for the week of December 10—17. 



Please pray for the sick, their loved ones and caregivers:  Jennifer R. Barajas, Wray Barr, Sister Barbara Ann Bosch,  
Tillie Byrne, Joyce Correale, Rita Ferreri, Randy Fultz, Sharon Gage, Rose Garcia, Tom Giger, Jean Green,  

Allison Hartmire, Rita Haukapp, Margaret Heinke, Tom and Mary Herbert, Jessica Holmes,  Liz Klingler, Dawn Papproth Kuhn,  
Abelina Leon, Mary Lugge, Nona Morgan, Pauline Puttmann, Grace Regutti, Paul Riley, Megan Saldanha, Rosa Garcia,  

Mary Ann Seipp, Donna Sparks, Betty Tomasovich, Jake Van Hook, Jenny Vogt, Pat Vollmer, Patricia Weiler , Steve Wells    
Please call the parish office if you have a family member that is homebound or in the hospital.   

Please pray for our military families, especially those deployed and separated from loved ones. 

Next Weekend: December 16/17 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Saturday 5:00 April Leo, Ryan & Betsy McCarty, Shirley Suski, Jet Cates 
  Tom Grimmig, Jaclyn Gross, Jack & Patti Leisure 
  Ann Millikin, Kevin Mulheran, Jeff & Pat Taylor 
   

Sunday 8:30 John Gomez, Ann Hug, Linda Rademacher. Caron Proffer 
  Sharon Ripplinger, Betty Deschesne, Susan Price 
  Jacob & Suzanne Huffines, Richard Ransom, Sara Wise 
  Alex Schillinger, Simone Wheeler 
  

Sunday 10:30 Ksana Bialick, Christopher, Tara & Hannah Sill 
  Dan & Tara Ashbaker, Mary Anne Burroughs 
  Ellen Gravlin, Lindsay Goldberg, Kitty Luehrs 
  Patty Klingelhoefer, Anne Shambro, Kathy Sjoquist 
  

Readers 
Saturday 5:00 Jamie Eros & Sella Roman 
Sunday    8:30 David Leisure & Joe Motowski 
 10:30 Diane Dodd & Jim Collins 

Servers 
Saturday 5:00  Noah Cutter, Ian Ratajczyk, Milton Saltmarsh, Ryan Voss 
   8:30  Olivia & Ben Harris, Ben Hug, Jordan Nguyen 
              10:30  Mariah Chapple, Drew Ferguson, Allison LaSalvia 
                          Jonathan Sill 
 Ushers 
Saturday  5:00  Theresa Bevers, Su Holmes, Scott Leo 
  Carl Lurk, Paulette Roberg, Scott Voss 
Sunday     8:30  John Bechtoldt, Mark Huller, Mike Lafferty 
  Frank Morski, Bob Picchietti, Lonny Roberts 
Sunday    10:30  Matt Chambers, Brian Huelsmann, Tyler McDaniel 
  Debbie Oitker, Christopher Stapenhorst, Zakharie Stoll 
 Gift Bearers 
Saturday  5:00  Lee & Anne Crowe 
Sunday    8:30  Jeremy, Kelly, Luke & Abi Monroe 
              10:30 Tammy Earley & Tanja Ramsby 

Greeters 
Saturday   5:00  Matt, Tracy & Alex Eichholz, Jamie Eros, George & Jon 
  Bridgett Harris 
    8:30 Muriel Barber, Shawn, Erin & Wesley Dunn  
  Aileen Motowski, Jason, Colleen, Cameron & Dillon 
                          Pavelschak 
  10:30 Sharon, Garrett & Braden Busch, Margie Carthy 
  Tom Knaust, Elizabeth Reichenbach, Donna Swanson 
  Wade, Betsy, Clair & Wes Weinel 
 Sound Board 
Saturday  5:00       
Sunday   8:30  Gary Borges 
 10:30  Colby Mank 
  

Bread Bakers Theresa Kossler, Laura Polillo, Tanja Ramsby 
  

Children’s Word  
Saturday   5:00  Theresa Voss & Isabella Ponciroli  
Sunday      8:30  Andrea Harris & Joshua Huffines 
   10:30  Mandy & Abby Huelsmann 
 

Nursery     8:30   Maggie O’Laughlin & Jeremy Walker      
               10:30   Megan Blair & Maddie Blair  

Readings of the Week December 11—17 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39- 
 47, or any readings from the Common of  
 The Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10;  
 Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab;  
 Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-
 19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54;  
 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

  

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 9 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 5:00 p.m.   Russell and Eleanor Thoman 
                     Clete Schwaegel 
  
Sunday, December 10 
Second Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 a.m.   Gene and Ann Langhauser 
10:30 a.m.   Robert Braswell and Paul Range 
  
Monday, December 11 
Advent Weekday 
12:00 p.m.    Gregorio Kim, Byoung Cho Kim 
  
Tuesday, December 12 
 Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 7:30 a.m.   Marvin Hollenkamp 
 8:30 a.m.   Mass in School Chapel 
   
Wednesday, December 13—No Mass 
Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
  
Thursday, December 14 
Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
8:30 a.m.  Bob Henry 
  
Friday, December 15 
Advent Weekday 
 7:30 a.m.  Robert J. Hellmann, Sr. 
                     
Saturday, December 16 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 5:00 p.m.   Lucy Weissert 
                    John and Dorothy Wielgus 
  
Sunday, December 17 
Third Sunday of Advent 
  8:30 a.m.   Cletus Becherer 
                      Ed Kloustermeyer 
10:30 a.m.   James Mannix, Sr. 
        Meagan Rodriguez 



Share God’s Gifts 
You have been given wonderful 

gifts from God… 
will you share them? 

 

Alternate Giving Options… 
Give gifts that multiply God’s mercy and love: 
 

Our Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate Sales 
Next Weekend—December 16/17 
 

Giving Tree  Return your  gift by Dec. 14   
 

 

Saint Vincent de Paul  Please give generous-
ly to our annual collection coming soon. 
 

Guatemala Scholarship Fund  Help send a 
child from a poor family in our sister parish to 
school.  

“The priestly vocation is essentially a call to 
sanctity, in the form that derives from the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders.  Sanctity is inti-
macy with God; it is the imitation of Christ, 
poor, chaste and humble; it is unreserved love 
for souls and self-giving to their true good; it is love for 
the church which is holy and wants us to be holy, because 
such is the mission that Christ has entrusted to it.  Each 
one of you must be holy also in order to help your broth-
ers pursue their vocation to sanctity.” – St. John Paul II, 
October 9, 1984 

December 2/3 
        Tithe:        $19,441.58 
New Church:    $  5,281.00   

“One man gives freely,  
yet grows all the richer;  

Another withholds what he should give,  
And only suffers want.”  Proverbs 11:24 

White House Jesuit Retreat Presents 
A 3-Day Co-Ed Discernment Retreat 

St. Louis 

“A Hungry Heart” 
Discerning God’s Will in Everyday Choices 

 

Making choices, big and small, are all occasions for connecting 
with God.  Making use of Saint Ignatius’s rules of discernment,  
Fr. Jeff Putthoff, S.J. will explore with you how the senses and  

imagination reveal God’s presence in our daily lives,  
thus guiding us to greater unity with God’s will.   

Monday, January 22 at 11:30 a.m. until Thursday, January 25 at Noon 
Contact the Belleville Diocese Office of Vocations for more information.  

Philharmonic society of belleville 
Presents 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 10   
3:00 p.m. 

St. Luke Catholic Church 
301 North Church Street, Belleville 

 
  

www.bellevillephilharmonic.org 

END OF YEAR GIVING   
Please remember your parish of St. Clare as you consider making extra “end-of-year”  

contributions.  Your parish depends on extra donations at the end of year to make up for any  
budget shortfalls.  Some people need to make extra charitable donations as a tax deduction  
before the end of the year.  Thanks for any and all extra contributions to help your parish! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Note: Mass Schedule  
For Fourth Sunday of Advent, 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
 

Saturday, December 23 at 5:00 p.m. 
This is the only Mass for 4th Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Sunday, December 24 at 4:30 and 11:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m. 



Way of Lights   
National Shrine of  

Our Lady of the Snows 
Belleville, IL 

November 17—
December 31 
Free Admission 

You’re invited to take the Journey to Bethlehem.  This breathtaking  
display of over one million lights focuses on the birth of Christ! 
For information on family night Tuesdays, carriage rides, camel,  

donkey & pony rides, petting zoo, refreshments, photo area  
and more visit Snows.org/WOL. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s Time to Renew  
Your subscription to 
Give Us This Day!! 

 

Please place your name and $20  
annual renewal fee in an envelope 

and place it in the collection basket 
at Mass during the month of 

December.   
If you have any questions,  
please call Marcia at the  
parish office at 632-3562.   

Taize Prayer 
 

To prepare our Hearts for His birth! 
 

Wednesday, December 13 
7:00 PM 

 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church 

505 Fountain Pkwy 
Fairview Heights 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Advent Reconcilia on Services: 

Sunday, Dec. 10 at St. Peter Cathedral, Belleville Noon—5 pm 
Monday, Dec. 11 at Corpus Chris , Shiloh  7:00 pm 

Tuesday, Dec. 12 at Holy Childhood, Mascoutah  7:00 pm 
Wednesday, Dec. 13 at St. Nicholas, O’Fallon  7:00 pm 

Thursday, Dec. 14 at St. Clare of Assisi  7:00 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 17 at St. Luke, Belleville 2:00 pm 

 
This Advent ... for you, your family, and children: 

a new exhibit of Nativity Sets from Around the World... 
Over 50 nativities from Europe, Asia,  

Latin America, Africa and here at home. 
Free and open to the public - at the Cathedral of St. Peter 

for five days - December 8 through December 12. 
Call Cathedral 618.234.1166 for more information. 

  
 

Pick up an Advent Booklet a er Mass today 
To aid you in Medita ng this Advent!  

Are you looking for the perfect gift  
For your mom, wife, sister or friend? 

 
Give her a priceless gift! 

 

The Women’s Welcome Experience 
Weekend! 

 

February 17—18 
For all women of the parish  

18 and older.   

 
Pick up your “gift bag”  

After Masses December 16/17 or 
In the parish office Dec. 18 –21. 

 



 

Dec 10  Skating Party Steinberg Park 
  (carpool from church) 
 

Dec 16-17 Pick up study bags after Mass 
 

Dec 17  No Youth Group—Study for finals 
                 Crazy 8’s Christmas Party and 
  Blanket Making 5—7 p.m. 
Dec 17  Luke 18 Meeting St. Clare 11:45 
 

Dec 24 & 31 No Youth Group 

 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Clare Parish School of Religion 
Sundays at St. Clare School  10:30—11:40  

 
 

 
 

Dec  9 First Reconciliation in Church 10 am 
 

Dec 10 PSR Class  
 

Dec 17 PSR Class   
 

Dec 24 No PSR (Christmas Break) 
 

Dec 31 No PSR (Christmas Break) 
 
Jan  7  PSR Class (CPP Training) 

Luke 18  High School and College Student  
Planning Meetings: 

December 17 at Ct. Clare  at 11:45 includes lunch 
(all high school and college) 

 

January 7 at Corpus Christi  

Crazy 8’s 
Christmas Games 
and Blanket Making 
Sunday, Dec. 17 from 5-7 
Fellowship Hall    
Blankets will be donated to people in need 

 

for all 7th & 8th grade youth 
Please join with a friend to bring 1 piece of (1 print 
or 1 solid) fleece material (2 yards each) & really 

good scissors or some warm snacks to share 
Games, Food, Service & Fun!!! 

Youth Group 
High School  
Study Night 
Sunday, Dec. 17  
6—8 p.m  
in the youth room  
at St. Clare School 
 

College students  
will help high school 
students.  Refreshments served.   
All are welcome, even if you are not a  
regular at youth group! 

Please keep our First Reconciliation Class in your prayers as they received this Sacrament on Saturday, Dec. 9 
 

Zachary Alblinger 
Avery Baker 

Luka Bow 
Diego Cortes 

Ana Co o 
Sophia Co o 
Aiden Cruz 

Hannah Cullen 
Trevor Dollahon 
Addyson Fender 

Trey Filyaw 
 

Sophia Fox 
Alexander Greene 

Robbie Gremminger 
Arlo Herbert 

Kinsley Holzum 
Avery Hoover 
Teagan Huber 

Indy Johaningmeyer 
Ryleigh Ladowitz 
Clarence LeChien 
Andrew Leonelli 

Logan Luechtefeld 
Megan Massie 
Sofia Melendez 

Isaac Mellenthin 
William Morgan 

Kendall Morrison 
Clare Naegele 

Eric Pierce 
Lauren Price 

Emma Roberts 
Joanis Rosario 

Garrison Schneider 
Hadley Schulte 

Gus Smith 
Madeline Snyder 

Evan Spellman 
Will Thoman 

Gabriella Timpson 
Ashlyn Toon 
Ava Triple  
Ava Vojak 

Caleb White 
Norah Williams 



ALTAR ANGELS DECEMBER 16:  Jan Butler, Arlene Cruz-Peel 
Kathy DeVan, Linda Riedel, Sharon Ripplinger 
 
SAINT CLARE SENIORS GROUP  Mee ng  Monday, December 11 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Join us for a Potluck Supper and 
bring a $5 gi  for our Gi  Exchange Game!! 
 
ST. CLARE WOMEN  Discover what's missing in your life and what 
to do about it!  Plan to a end our Women's Welcome Experience 
Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 17-18, 2018.  Details coming on how to sign 
up for this life-changing retreat. 
 

A new limited-edition Christmas ornament 
featuring St. Clare Church art will debut 
during Advent featuring a photograph of the 
statue of St. Joseph with a young Jesus, 
which is in our parish’s St. Joseph   
Shrine.    This year’s ornament is the 10th in 
a series of collectors’ ornaments featuring 
the art and architecture of our church.   

 

The ornaments will be sold for $10 each after weekend Masses 
from December 2-3 through December 16-17.  Proceeds 
benefit the parish’s building fund. For more information, contact 
Ellen Gravlin at 531-9151. 

 

The St. Clare School Choir 
presents… 

 
 

Altar Sodality 
Christmas Cookie 

Sale 
December 9/10 

 

Plate of 3 dozen for $12 

 

Please return wrapped gift with 
the tag on the outside of package 

by December 14. 
   

We cannot accept late gifts!  If a gift is 
not turned in by December 14, a replace-
ment gift is purchased and delivered.   
 

Thanks for being on time!! 

Stop at our Lighthouse Kiosk in the Gathering Space to find some 
wonderful Catholic CDs and Books for friends and family. They 
make great gi s for young and old, anyone considering the Cath-
olic faith, those who have dri ed from the Church or even just for 
yourself. Bargain prices at only $4.00 a CD (or 3 for $10) and 
$5.00 a Book. (Mp3 format available through our Lighthouse link at 
stclarechurch.org website.)  

In this enlightening Christmas 
presentation, you will hear why 
God chose to come to us in a man-
ger at that particular time in histo-
ry, that the manger was a cave and 
not a stable, swaddling clothes was 
a sign of poverty, Bethlehem 
means “City of Bread,” and inns in 
those days were not like a Super 8 
or Motel 6 but a simple courtyard?  
Fr. Shannon gives meaning to the 4 
candles on the Advent wreath: each 

has a name (Isaiah, John the Baptist, Joseph and Mary) and repre-
sents years in salvation history.  God became lowly to make us great, 
poor to make us rich, and a little child so that we could become 
adopted sons and daughters of the Father. 
“These CD talks have taught me so much that I didn’t know about my 
Catholic faith as a child growing up in the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. Choose a 
talk and if, aŌer listening to it two or three Ɵmes, you don’t find it helpful, 
let me know and I’ll either return your money or let you choose another  
talk for free!”   My Sure Faith Guarantee! -  Mary Gomez 

December 19 & 20 at 6:30 p.m. 
In the School Gym 

Sister Thea Bowman Catholic School 
MEGA RAFFLE 

$10,000 Grand Prize - $1,000 2nd Prize –  
$500 3rd Prize 

Ticket Cost: $100.00 
Buy 1 Ticket – Get 1 Free / Buy 2 Tickets – Get 3 Free /  

Buy 3 Tickets – Get 5 Free 
Drawing:  Saturday, March 10th, 2018 

To Purchase Tickets:  Call Karen Waide at 618-281-4715 or 
Email:  cooperwaide@aol.com for more information on prize rules 
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