Second Sunday of Advent
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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

We, the people of St. Clare of Assisi Parish,
Diocese of Belleville, are called by God in
baptism to be disciples of Jesus Christ.
Centered in the Eucharist, and strengthened
by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we strive to live
the Gospel and further the reign of God.
We do this by creating a vibrant faith
community, by actively promoting justice
and evangelization, and by using our gifts
in the service of God’s people, to give glory to
God and reverence to all of Creation.

BAPTISM —Preparation classes for parents
are offered every other month for infant
baptism. Call the Parish Office to sign up.
Adults wishing to be baptized should also
call the Office.

| RECONCILIATION

~ Saturdays 3:30 - 4:30 or by appointment.
Community celebrations are also offered
every Advent and Lent.

MATRIMONY Contact Pastor a year prior.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—Communal cele-
brations twice a year, or by appointment.

ST. CLARE SCHOOL 632-6327
214 West Third Street, O’Fallon, IL
Monica Ybarra, Principal

MT. CALVARY CEMETERY 632-3562
Paulo D’ Amico

PARISH TRUSTEES
Michael Crupe and Carl Lurk

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Emergency Assistance

632-4270



From Our Pastor, Fr. Jim

The Meaning of Incense at Mass

Since we will be using incense during the Advent-Christmas
season, I always like to give my annual brief overview of its
importance in Scripture and our Catholic liturgy.

First, since some people cannot be around incense for health (=)
issues, we will not use it during the Saturday evening Mass
and invite them to attend at that time. The use of incense is
an expression of prayer, and it is, in fact, very scriptural. There is a
recipe for incense in Exodus 30: 34-36, and in the following verses
used for reverencing God. Also in Psalm 141 we pray, “Let my
prayer rise before you like incense, O Lord.”

During the Mass, as a sign of reverence, we incense both things and
people. Burning of incense is a prayer in action. That action be-
comes ever more present through the visual and sensual experience
of incense. Not only does the rising smoke symbolize the prayers of
the faithful drifting up to heaven, burning incense is also meant to
create the ambiance of heaven. The Book of Revelation describes
heavenly worship as follows:  “The angel took his place at the
altar...and the smoke of the incense went up before God and with
it the prayers of God’s people." Hence, incense connects us to
God’s altar in heaven and allows us to utilize all of our senses in our
prayer.

The use of incense adds a sense of solemnity and mystery to the
Mass. The visual imagery of the smoke and the smell remind us of
the transcendent aspect of the Mass, which links heaven with
earth...as we enter into the Presence of God. Try to visualize your
own prayers (and life) being raised to heaven when you see and pray
with the incense rising!

God’s Peace,
Fr. Jim Deiters

Recent Death: Megan Saldanha, Mother of Judy (Percy) Menzies.
May she rest in the arms of Jesus in the eternal peace and love of
Heaven. We continue to pray for all who have died and all who are
mourning the death of a loved one.

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
December 8 Mass Schedule
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Naep)
BIRT DAY!

December 3
Bette Lehman
Lisa Meile
Betsy Dean
Hollie Stoltz
Aisha Hataway
Emma Ryan

December 4

Pete Mamino

Stella Copper
Barbara Hitt

Paul Winkeler
Monte Mister
Barrett Sill

December 5
William Theismann
Steve Ignatz

Pam Risavy
Humberto Gonzalez
Brett Camfield
Scott Baird

Taran Bohnhoff
Emilee Steinkamp
Liam Driscoll
Bryson Kombrink

December 6
Connie Dwyer
Chris Artime
Amy Signore

Dan Gaspar

Katie Wilke

Ella Lampe

Eric Toftemark
Katherine Toftemark
Lexi Eplin
Isabella Ponciroli
Alexis Konze
Jonathan Sill
William Juenger
Natalia Rivera

December 7

Dave Weiler

Pat Mamino

Sande Gehrs
Mary Birchem
Therese Blomberg
Jon Marble
Gianna Joost

Celia Tebbe

December 8
Nick Plante
Therese Spellman
Cathy Sweeney
Stephen Duckworth
Kim Knaust

Juan Garcia

Miles Vandiver
Dave Bereda
Wyatt Fix

Gianna Kinsch
Juliette Branz

December 9
Kathleen Thomas
Mary Huller
Becky Gonzalez
Elizabeth Kaiser
Danielle Kortkamp
Benjamin Raybourn
Kayla Kiefer

Ava Ferguson

Ava Wondolowski
Brayden Hobbs
Kennedy Prosser
Hadley Hovater

December 10
Stephanie Kombrink
Scott Mountford
Jonathan Hamby
Amanda Pankey
Hannah Strohm
Hayden Strohm
Henry Michael

December 11
Marilyn Obal

AJ Cruz

Kirsten Hubler Marti
Andy Branz

Parker Crain

Please pray for the sick, their loved ones and caregivers. May they never lose sight of the love of God:
Pam Billhartz, Elsa Boysha, Dianne Clarke, Ed Cornwell, Dan DeVan, Ely Gillespie, Lorene Hollenkamp,
Rosemarie Jones, Pat Mamino, Mary Anne Orr, Mary Lou Pawlow, Shelley Perkins, Joseph Saulino,
Dorothy Schildroth, Mary Ann Seipp, Judy Shearn, Rose Sieling, Nancy Smith, Donald Swann,

Mary Ann Winans, Jim Wright, Rosemarie Zimmermann

We pray for our military families, especially those deployed and separated from loved ones.



MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 3

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

5:00 p.m. Brennen and Finley Bereda
Greg Campe

Sunday, December 4
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 a.m. Steve Blesi
Anne Marie Gieske
Barbara Utnage
Annie Compton
*%24 hour Eucharistic Adoration following Mass

10:30 a.m.

Monday, December 5

Advent Weekday

11:40 a.m. Benediction

12:00 p.m. Special Intention (jg)

Tuesday, December 6
Advent Weekday, Saint Nicholas, Bishop

7:30 a.m. Mary Eileen Burke
8:30 a.m. School Mass in Chapel
6:00 p.m. Quiet on Cross Street

Eucharistic Adoration and Confession until 7 p.m.

Wednesday, December 7 - No Mass
Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Thursday, December 8

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

7:00 a.m. Dave Richey
8:30 a.m. All School Mass in School Gym
7:00 p.m. Frank Kuca

Friday, December 9
Advent Weekday, Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
7:30 a.m. Kenny Gravlin

Saturday, December 10

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

5:00 p.m. Russell and Eleanor Thoman
Gerold Schroeder and Emilia Maiorano

Sunday, December 11
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 a.m. Jack Harris
10:30 a.m. Sandy Walter
Paul Range, Carl and Doris Larsen

Next Weekend December 10/11
Rosary Leader
5:00 Mariane Canda
8:30  Pennie Pavlisin
10:30  Nancy Protocollo

Sacristan/Junior Sacristan
Saturday 5:00 Stacey Cutter & Colin Fleming

Sunday 8:30 Jaclyn Gross & Christopher Millikin
10:30 Lea Bautz & Drew Ferguson

Servers 5:00 Fred & Jeanne Guenther
8:30  Charlotte, Joseph & Sebastian Talafuse
10:30  Alexis & Jiana Fuentes, Maria Rivers

Greeters 5:00 David Ingebretsen Family, Bill & Ann Polka
8:30 Monica Herzog Family, Yoshi Ignarski, Judy Lemansky
10:30 Judy Gavin, Ruth Holdener, George Marble

Ushers 5:00

Dave Cutter, Josh Gansaver, Jeff Guenther
Bruce Rackers, Roy Rogge, Eric Sheesley
8:30 Jeff Harris, Craig Herzog, Su Holmes

Ryan Luechtefeld, Mike Mojzis, Don Proffer

10:30 Joe Ertel, Carlos Mariles, John Meise
Steven Michelfelder, Debbie Oitker, Blaine Phillips
Readers
Saturday 5:00  Stacey Cutter& Steve Hughes
Sunday 8:30 Ken & Jeanne Smith
10:30 Mark Arbogast & Lyndon Joost

Gift Bearers
Saturday 5:00 Pete, Tracy & Ava Pace
Sunday 8:30 Beth, Clay, Izzy, Josephine & Miles LeChien
10:30 Matt, Stephanie, Isaac, Adelaide, Xavier, Genevieve,
Eleanor & Felix Chambers

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Saturday 5:00  Bethany Kazmierczak, Kelly Monroe, Jessica Kalmer

Ryan & Betsy McCarty
8:30 Donna Meyers, Aimee Nieroda, Jaclyn Gross
Nick Leonelli, Caron Proffer

10:30 Dominic & Rena Sabatino, Laura Polillo, Tanja Ramsby
Merilee Spengler
Cantor 5:00 Kayla Kalmer

8:30 Karen Jalbert
10:30 Gene Jalbert Live Stream: Don Gravlin

Children's Word 8:30 Ashley Brown & Alexis Konze
10:30 Adeline & Audrey Smith

Nursery 5:00
8:30 Dannette & Lydia Kinsella
10:30

Altar Angels December 10 Jackie Burke, Jeanette Giebels
Judy Lemansky, Sheryl Bringas, Jamie Liddle

OUR GIVING November 26/27

Weekly Envelopes $10,262.00
Direct Deposit

WeShare $ 4.888.00
Total $15,150.00
Pledge/Mortgage $2,875.00

READINGS FOR THE WEEK December 5—11

Monday: |Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Is40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4,9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;

Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Is 35:1-64a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11

Sunday:



Youth Psn
Parish School of Religion

Group!

St. Clare School, 214 W. 3rd St. O'Fallon

Dec 4 Youth Group 6—8 p.m. in Youth Room Dec. 4 PSR Class 10:30-11:40
"The Spirit Remembers” » beR Cl 10130-11:40
Dec 10/11 Pick up study bags after Mass Dec. SR Class 10:30-11:

Dec 11 Youth Group 6—8 p.m. in Youth Room Dec. 18-25 No PSR Class/Christmas Break
"Advent: What are You Waiting for?"

Dec 18 Luke 18 Planning Meeting for high school & . . .
college leaders 11:30 at %1,. Ni ch%l as A c‘l'givi‘l’y Cent. Pray for our children preparing for 1st Reconciliation:

YOHX(\:I Gr‘oug (T—bs p.m. ,i,n Youth Room Micah Borden Mia Juenger
vent Celebration Sofia Cortes Reid Kohler
Dec 25 No Meeting Harper Bailey Elizabeth LeChien
. Jacob Barud Jayce MacBean
Jan 1 No Meeting Mika Bow Blaise Magparangalan
Audrey Brown Connor Mark
: ; ; ; Jacob Crain s Carter Matting]
' 5 gly
&th Graders! Registrations still being accepted Madison Cromley Ellic MoAulifis
through 12/4. stelarechurch.org/Luke1d F Simon Patrick Dietrich Raelynn McKendree
L ] o A Apollo Duff Emma Meidlinger
. ak Magnus Duff Elliot Meier
H@M Sehool Leaders! G Claire Feger Vincentius Paszkot
; Brooklyn Flint Caroline Rygelski
Please put these Weetings on your calendar Olivia Fraser Vivienne Sabatino
Dec. 18- all high school leaders avd el sl Slesn S hey
i (or 3412) 10:30 Wass at Arianna Gordon Lucas Sill
Quar _m“s 9r e SS Mary-Margaret Hasenstab Audrey Stein
St. Nicholas and meeting +o follow. Jameson Heide Jaxson Surrey
Workdays for all high school: (gr -12) Jude Holtgrave Lucy Talafuse
Jau @ from 5-G pan. St. Clare Youth Room (SC Sehool) | pa Holterave Sngela Timpson
Jan 11 from G-7 St. Nicholas Youth Room Kerry Yost

S i ’Q

Children’s Books Needed
For Parish Librarg

St. Clare Parish Library is looking
for the following types of gently
used books:

*Youth and Children’s Bibles
*Prayer Books for Kids or Teens
*Lives of the Saints for Children
*Faith-based Story Books

Please put your donation in the
basket outside the nursery.




24 Hour
Eucharistic Adoration

Sunday, December 4
Following 10:30 Mass
Until Monday, December 5
Benediction at 11:45 a.m.
Followed by Noon Mass

Don’t miss this beautiful prayer opportunity during Advent in
quiet peace with Jesus. As we anticipate with joyful and hopeful
hearts and prepare for the coming of Jesus at Christmas, come
spend time in praise and adoration!

E Women of St. Clare Parish...
: ) Join us as we share our
: experiences with the book

Set the World on Fire:
A 4-Week Personal Retreat
With the Female Doctors
of the Church

What do St. Theresa of Lisieux, St. Teresa of Avila, St. Catherine of Siena
and St. Hildegard of Bingen have in common? While their lives spanned
eight centuries and they lived with different struggles and temptations,
they all chose to deepen their relationship with Christ daily. Their walks
with God offer timeless wisdom on how you can live out what God called
you to do and become. Over four weeks, these women invite you to de-
velop courage, humility, discernment, hope, joy and vision. They speak
with words that go straight to the heart and encourage you to widen your
perceptions of living by faith and growing in love.

January 5—OQOrientation and Social
January 12, 19, 26 and February 2 from 6:30—8:00 p.m.

WHO: Women of the parish (ages 18-99)
WHERE: St. Clare Church Fellowship Hall
WHAT: Discussion, prayer, fellowship

Please register at Register for Set the World on Fire—A 4-Week Retreat
or at ellen.gravlin@charter.net

*Must purchase book Set the World on Fire:
A 4-Week Personal Retreat with the Female Doctors of the Church
by Vinita Hampton Wright

St. Clare
Catholic Men’s Group

Please join other St. Clare men in
prayer and fellowship on
Saturday, December 10

8—9:30 a.m.
Meeting Room 3.

We will pray the Rosary at 7:30
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel
for those that are interested.

This month Wes Nolden will provide a
presentation on The Theology, History
and Practice of the Eucharist.

Please contact Ken Smith at 618-960-3863
or ksmith 1964@yahoo.com
for more information.

Quiet on Cross Street

Eucharistic Adoration
&
Confession

Every Tuesday 6—7 p.m.
St. Clare Church

“Truly, | say to you,

as you did it to one

of the least of these
my brethren,

You did it to Me.”
Matthew 25:40

Respect Life




School Chapel Open House December 3/4
Great News to Share!

Over the past 15 years, we have been gradu-
ally making improvements and restoration

work on our previous church building, now
= called the School Chapel, located across the
street from our school in O’Fallon. After a
new roof, steeple, tuckpointing, and window
repairs, we were finally able to do the interi-
or work of painting and new artwork.

OPEN HOUSE - the Chapel will be open
for viewing and prayer after the weekend
Masses on December 3 from 6 —7 p.m. and
December 4 from 9:30-12 Noon. School
Masses on Tuesdays and Thursdays will
resume in the Chapel starting December 6.

Topic: An Advent Retreat
With Deacon Art Miller

“No Greater Love”
December 6 at 2:00

Join us as we journey to a greater love
this Advent and beyond!

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/ WN_xfvs5¢cs0Qy-PKrtytTg2HA

After registering, you will receive an email con-
firming information about joining. Deacon,
author, radio and former TV host, Viet Nam era
veteran and veteran civil rights worker;

By loving God, we can love with greater
patience, kindness, forgiveness, generosity, a
greater drive for peace and justice.

Thank you for
supporting our
Giving Tree 2022

Return Gifts by Dec. 11

Go to stclarechurch.org/gift
Click “Giving Tree Gift Tag”

Click box next to gift(s) you would like
to select and purchase. Be sure to hit
submit and sign up button at the
bottom of the page.

Shop for the gift, if ordering online, be sure they will be
delivered before Sunday, December 11. Wrap & put on label!

VERY IMPORTANT: DON’T FORGET THE TAG!
In order to make sure each gift is given to the right individual
a tag MUST be securely taped on the OUTSIDE of the
wrapped gift. Tag must include:

The Family #, Name And Gift Item

The Cathedral of St. Peter
Richard W. Thompson, Organist

Advent Organ Reflections
12—12:30 p.m.

iy *i%w
i \
! N

Friday, December 9
Music by Pachelbel, Brahms, Manz
Poetry by Alice Meynell & Richard Wilbur

Friday, December 16
Music by Bach, Vierne, Boellmann
3 vocal selections from

Ralph Vaughan Williams, Hodie
Andy Jensen, Tenor & Whitley Foehrner, Soprano

200 West Harrison Street, Belleville IL

Hope for the Journey
Christmas Social Gathering
Friday, December 16
7:00 p.m.

At the home of Ken & Barbara Kenney

Hope for the Journey is for anyone that has experienced the loss
of a loved one, recent or not. As we prepare for the holidays,
we come fogether and look with HOPE to face the days ahead.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
OverNite Center Needs Your Help!!

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul OverNite
Center has experienced damage to the sewer
line. They are without water until it is fixed.
Here are items needed if you are able to help us:

Pop tarts, breakfast bars, Hot Chocolate mix,
Coffee, Individual servings of cookies, small
bags of chips, lunch meat, hamburger buns,

hand sanitizer, and anything that could be
put in a bag of goodies.

Please bring donations to church or the
SVDP office at 8800 West Main St., Belleville



Young Adult Christmas Social

Sunday, Dec. 18 from 6—8:30 p.m. at O’Fallon Station
212 East 1st Street, O’Fallon

Food and Drink provided. Ugly sweaters and other Christmas accessories encouraged.

“Open to all young adults, 18-35 ~
Single, Married, College, Young Professionals and More™

Alternative Giving for Christmas (www.stclarechurch.org/alternative-giving-for-christmas)
Christmas is about the gift of God's Son to the world. For almost two thousand years, Christians have
celebrated Christmas and have developed many traditions, including the giving (or exchanging) of
gifts. But, in our materialistic and consumeristic culture, the true meaning of Christmas is often

lost. In order to help preserve and promote the real meaning of Christmas, we are providing the fol-
lowing ways to give to those who are most in need, just as God has given His love, presence, and sal-
vation to all of us who so desperately need it. Please consider donating in someone's honor instead of
buying them a gift or buying fewer presents and giving some or all of the remainder to those in need.

Advent and Christmas Opportunities and Resources (www.stclarechurch.org/advent- christmas)
Please use the links on this webpage to find videos from Bishop Barron and Fr. Mike Schmitz, individual
and family resources, activities, prayers, and more that you, your family, and/or your friends can use
this Advent and Christmas. A link is also included to the digital version of our parish Advent Booklet,
or pick up the Advent Book in the Gathering Space at Church.

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

4 Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
., | Sign up here:
L www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
| Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Life
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Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
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Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support. > M o
They make your bulletin possible. 4 \§ |

176100 St Clare of Assisi (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703




DAVEY*E O steanonse  catholicmatch’ Schildknecht

Proven Solutions for a Growing World 6805 Old Collinsville Rd. : 2 =
OFallon, IL 62269 | | | UNERAL HOME -
$20 OFF Phone: (618) 632-4866 | n O IS & Cremation Services

Tree Pruning / Removal / Fertilization T i i
314-782-5328 | davey.com sl | Email: info@andrias.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
2 of the Sea of the United States of America

Catholic & Community

ETake your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. A& PMBING AND REMODELING CREDIT UNION
& Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Tom & Anita Maxson 100 WEST MAIN 233.2212
5 1900 CARLYLE 222-1508

Plumbing & Remodeling
IL Lic. #058-123209

& eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

4 GENERATIONS RE/"AX RF/MN
OF TRUSTED SERVICE...
Preferred

KASSLY | KAREN SHEESLEY
@ ¢-PRO, QSC, GRI, REALTOR®

1668 Windham Way e O'Fallon, lllinois 62269

1109 HARTMAN LN 233-8073
www.candccu.com

Kim Sabella, CFSP
Funeral Director

Jim Sabella, USAF, Retired

B s
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS F ‘ Cell: (618) 670-6632 L Located at Washington & Lincoln, O’Fallon
398- 1 1 2 2 mg E-mail: ksheess54@gmail.com ¢ Web: www.KarenSheesley.com 61 8 632 3681
www.kasslyfuneral.com Whether you're buying or selling... moving across the country or across the street... Let Karen help you along the way! P ari iShioner S WWW,Wﬂ"]-ofa"on,C()m
. . Gift Certificat
., DR.JOHN ROTTSCHALK Low interest rates getting you down? The hvaiabiel
Let’S ta I k. - Relzr a lrl_end
959 Lincon oy 624-3838 o ARDEN i
. ; ™ aigh e '
Fairview Heights, IL 62208 www.Dr.JohnDentalGroup.com J?e C!‘\appe!l, AAMS .ngrbm,sefwwm,A"mnTmhw
Financial Advisor FTHOAM-9PM 1407 South Lincoln
Protecting Seniors DaE £ 1161 Fortune Blvd., Ste. 100 F9AM-5PM  OFalon, IL 62269
Nationwide i Shiloh, IL 62269 EdwardJones | §9Am-3pu  Prone 619 262026
Medical Alert System 67 8_628_»] 422 MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Please visit our website n
; - . edwardjones.com thegardensalonspa.com
$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly g

*  One Free Month Jogph G/Il)(almer O’FALLON KNIGHTS
OF
* Nolong-Term Contract Memorial Services SIS A‘
. 0 [FED EReTEniED Simple Cremation - Dignified & Affordable Sunday Bingo

Easy Self Installation 8638 US Hwy. 50, Lebanon, IL 62254 Hall Rental Available
Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 KalmerMemorialServices.com  618-622-4900 632-6229

Bank of O’Fallon

O’FALLON’S LEADING BANK
901 S. Lincoln www.bankofallon.com
Member FDIC 632-3595 =2
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Service Upgrades, Room Additions, New Home Security ¢ Fire * Video  Intercom | e

Wiring, Phone Wiring, Ceiling Fans and Much More * Access Control +h O @

. One Call Does it All! 618-288-2092 "+,6
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Kim Littlefield, DMD, PC, Orthodontist

drkI@Imlefleldorthodontlcs com www.littlefieldorthodontics.com

asociaion o 16 Emerald Terrace, Swansea, IL 62226 (618) 236-9700  fax (618) 236-9877 ) ) Dr. Lauren Hood-Olson ¢ Dr. Kirk Satrom
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_ Consider Remembering
. Your Parish in Your Will.






