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December 25, 2021

The Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas)

"I proclaim to you good news of great joy:
today a Savior is born for us, Christ the Lord."

- Luke 2:10-11
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The Pastor’s Corner

December 25th 2021

Dear Friends and Families of SVDP  
 

The spirit of Christmas in Nigeria
 
Most families in Nigeria and Africa celebrate Christmas. Even if
you are a Muslim or a Pagan and you refuse to acknowledge
Christmas, your children will mount pressure on you to at least
get them new clothes, because their friends and peer groups
are wearing new clothes! 
 
In the rural areas where the standard of living is poor, they do
all within their capacity to prepare rice on Christmas Day for
their children to eat, so they can feel the impact of the
celebration. Thus, Christmas Day is the only day within the
year they eat rice. 
 
Growing up in Nigeria, we saw Christmas as a time when we
were entitled to new clothes. We would yearn for Christmas
day to come because we received the gift of money - we
bestowed on ourselves the right to appeal to people and even
strangers to give us money and they willingly did so.
 
Sometimes, we brag about the amount of money we get after
Christmas, so it is usually competitive. We know that the secret
behind making more money is to visit more houses so we walk
from street to street to visit different families. We also refuse
their invitation to eat, because we prefer to receive money than
to eat. Adults understand that when a child says the greeting,
'Happy Christmas', he or she is expecting money from them.
You dare not deny a child who says, “Happy Christmas” money
because the child will see you as the devil himself and you
don't wish to deny such child money because you will feel
bad. Unfortunately, people see Christmas as the only period
when they can share gifts and assist the less privilege in the
society. They believe it is an obligation to give and receive as
well as reconcile differences on Christmas Day. No wonder,
enemies interact and share gifts on Christmas Day and
continue their conflict after Christmas. 
 



One can argue that we have misunderstood the significance of
Christmas. We are more concerned with the ceremony than
what Christmas represents. Although we attempt to
demonstrate the essence of Christmas by exchanging gifts on
Christmas Day, we fail to show love and give to our brothers
and sisters in need well after Christmas is over. This, I believe,
defeats the purpose of Christmas. I realized while in the
seminary that our openness to give during Christmas should
not be restricted to Christmas Day alone, but should become a
way of life. To live as true Christians. The essence of
Christmas is to show the love of God for humanity (John 3:16).
God gave His son Jesus Christ as a gift to the world and
encourages us to always share love with others, to embrace
peace and be our brother's keeper. Being filled with the love of
God, we become more willing to give a helping hand to those in
need, through love, comfort and support.
 
May our Christmas be Merry, Happy, Holy, and may the true
spirit of Christmas shine in our hearts and light our path.
 
Merry Christmas!
 
Fr. Stephen Idoko
Parochial Vicar

Advent & Christmas Schedule

December 24th
Christmas Eve Mass at 5:15pm & 8pm

December 25th
Christmas Day Mass at 8am; 10am & 12pm



December 26th (Regular Sunday)
Mass at 8am; 10am, 12pm & 5:15pm

January 1st
Mass at 9am & 5:15pm

January 2nd
Mass at 8am; 10am, 12pm & 5:15pm

Nativity - Glass Window
Restoration Project

During the pandemic, SVDP and the artists at Nzilani
Glass Conservation were able to restore the Nativity
themed stained glass windows (located on the west side
of the sanctuary). This project took more than a year to
complete, but we are pleased that the window is ready
for the 2021 Advent and Christmas Season.

Click the video above to view the installation of the
circular rose window at the top of the configuration.

Made possible by the generous donations of our
faithful parishioners.

https://svdpsf.org/stained-glass-window-restoration
https://svdpsf.org/stained-glass-window-restoration


Your weekly tithing and annual gifts to our parish support
similar projects needed to upkeep our historical parish
buildings.

Thank you for your continued financial support.

Click the video image Above to view the amazing restoration project.

Intentions for This Sunday

December 25, 2021

Intercessions for the Nativity of the Lord

...We pray that the Church, God's family, with Pope Francis, may
rejoice at the celebration of the birth of Jesus who brings us joy,
peace, justice, mercy, and love, and who urges us to live and proclaim
his Gospel message in our world today..

...We pray that we may recognize what love the Father has bestowed
on us in making us children of God and sisters and brothers of Jesus
and of one another..

...We pray that the Lord may bless all families, and may bring healing
to those that are broken and suffering..

...We pray that the Lord may watch over all pregnant women and
new-born babies, especially those in perilous situations..

...We pray that Jesus, the Word made Flesh, may touch the sick, the
suffering, the marginalized, and those who find the holidays a difficult
time..

...We pray that Jesus, the Splendor of the Father, may welcome those
who have died to their heavenly mansions, and may console those
who mourn the loss of their loved ones..

For these.....We pray to the Lord.



Making your donation to the 2021 Archdiocesan Annual
Appeal can be done easily. Just click on the DONATE
HERE link and, select St. Vincent de Paul Parish 2021St. Vincent de Paul Parish 2021

AAA AAA in the Parish Designation field.  

Remember, all donations exceeding the annual goal amount will
remain here with the Parish.

Contribute Here

St. Vincent de Paul Church
2320 Green Street    San Francisco, CA

(415) 922-1010
churchoffice@svdpsf.com

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcements for December 25, 2021

1. All Parishioners should have received the Parish Financial Report
via email yesterday, and it has been physically mailed by USPS to be
arriving in the coming days. It can also be viewed on the parish

https://www.osvhub.com/svdp/funds
mailto:churchoffice@svdpsf.com


website by clicking here: Parish Financial Report
2. 2022 church calendars have arrived. Calendars will be placed in the
church vestibule. Parishioners can also get calendars from the
rectory.
3. Although San Francisco has started to relax their Mask Policies, we
continue to encourage all Parishioners, especially those who are fully
vaccinated, to return to Church for indoor Mass per Archbishop
Cordileone’s directive. However, anyone who feels ill, or is concerned
that they are at risk of passing along an illness or contracting illness
remain dispensed from the obligation of attending Mass by Canon
Law. Again, anyone who is sick should show responsibility and
respect to others in the parish community and not attend in-person
Mass.

During indoor Masses, we will continue to require the wearing of face
coverings but we will implement a reduced Social distancing to three
feet between households.

4. The SVDP Adult Choir and its volunteer members are again singing
at the 10 AM Sunday Mass. New members are welcome, so please
share your talent, especially if you sang in a high school or college
choir or glee club, or if you just enjoy singing. Please contact Choir
Director, Mr. Steven Meyer at: ggbcbr@aol.com.
 
Rehearsals: Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. in the parish hall "Donors
Room," and singing at the 10:00 a.m. Mass weekly, including
Christmas Day.

5. The RCIA program has restarted. Any one wishing to receive the
sacraments of Baptist, Confirmation and Eucharist as adults please
contact Fr. Mike or Fr. Stephen at the rectory. These classes meet on
Wednesdays in preparation

Eileen Murphy Vigo
The SVdP Community mourns the passing of Eileen Murphy-Vigo on

https://svdpsf.org/parish-financial-report
mailto:ggbcbr@aol.com
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sfgate/name/eileen-murphy-obituary?id=31823222


December 2, 2021. Eileen, or Ms. Vigo as SVDP students dutifully called
her, was the Principal of SVDP School from 2011 through 2013. In that
short period of time, Ms. Vigo made a lasting impact on the students,
parents, Faculty and the entire SVDP community. As a lifelong Marina /
Cow Hollow resident, she and her husband Marvin often attended SVDP
school and parish events, not as The Principal, but as loving members of
our community. She is preceded in death by her husband. They will be
missed.

SVDP Christmas Concerts

During this Advent Season, we would like to again share a couple
Christmas Concerts that were performed by the Golden Gate Boy's

Choir and Bellringers, under the direction of SVDP's own Music
Director Mr. Stephen Meyer,

https://svdpsf.org/christmas-carols

Parish Volunteers Needed

Liturgical Ministry
Would you like to get more
involved at Mass? There are
many opportunities for
members of our parish family to
share their time and talents to
assist in our liturgical

celebrations. We invite you to consider volunteering in one or more of
the following ministries:

Lectors
Lectors serve at Mass by proclaiming the sacred scripture during the
Liturgy of the Word. It is the role of the lector to read the 1st and 2nd
readings, as well as, the intercessions.



Ushers
Ushers act as ministers of hospitality at Mass. They greet and assist
members of the congregation. In addition, they are responsible for
taking up the collection at Mass and distributing bulletins at the
conclusion of Mass.

Eucharistic Ministers
The priest is considered the ordinary minister of the Eucharist. The
laity participate in this ministry as extraordinary ministers of the
Eucharist, assisting the priest in the distribution of Holy
Communion. This ministry is open to practicing Catholics who have
made their Confirmation.

Note: The San Francisco Archdiocese requires that Eucharistic Minister
candidates undergo sufficient training. So if you are interested, the Rectory will
introduce you to the proper channels to complete this training

Technical Assistant
The parish is also looking for people to assist with the Technical
aspects of live-streaming the mass for those still unable to make it to
in-person mass. If you feel you have the technical capabilities, we
would love to have you involved.

If you are interested in becoming a liturgical ministry volunteer, Please
complete the form in the link below and submit it to us. We will be in
contact soon with more information. We look forward to your
participation!

https://svdpsf.org/liturgy-volunteers

Interested in the Young Adults Group? Spiritual, Social and
Service orientated group for ages 21-35. 

Please contact Cassie Kim at miamicassie@gmail.com

https://svdpsf.org/liturgy-volunteers
mailto:miamicassie@gmail.com


Weekly Mass Schedule

SATURDAY 5:15pm

SUNDAY 8am, 10 am,
Noon & 5:15pm

Daily Mass Schedule
Mon-Sat 8:00 am

Weekly Collection

SVDP’s online provider is OSV Online Giving; and if you aren’t already contributing
to the Weekly Collection automatically you may enroll now. Just follow this link.

https://www.osvhub.com/svdp/funds

SECOND COLLECTION

This week 12/26 is
For the Poor

Next week 1/2 is
Maintenance

Weekly e-Giving

THANK YOU to all who have continued
to send your weekly donations to the
parish through the mail, drop off, or
online. We know these are trying times,
and the priests at SVDP pray for your
continued health and safety. Even
though the parish is operating at a
limited capacity right now, we still rely
on your donations to pay the
church's various monthly
expenses. So please don’t forget us in
your weekly routine. We thank you for
being generous even in the midst of this
very difficult time we are going
through.  

ONATE NO

Readings for Christmas Masses

Sunday 19th December 2021
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

Vigil Mass
Mass during the Night

Mass at Dawn

https://www.osvhub.com/svdp/funds
https://my.oneparish.com/give/nWj2DSH2Ij
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122521-vigil.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122521-nightl.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122521-dawn.cfm


Mass during the Day

Readings for Sunday

Sunday 26th December 2021
Feast of the Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Link to Sunday's Readings

Live Streamed Mass on Facebook

Watch Weekly Sunday Mass LIVE or
at your convenience on our Facebook page

People who don’t have Facebook accounts may be worried that they
can’t watch their church’s Mass on Sunday, but that should not be the

case. Masses that are live-streamed publicly can be watched by anyone.
When the Facebook login pops up, just click the “not now” option and

you can watch.

Watch Now

Sick of the Parish

Passings

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122521-day.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122621.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/saintvincents


Recently Departed
(Link to Obituary if available)

James Roddy 12/11

Eileen Murphy Vigo 12/2
(Former Principal of St. Vincent de Paul School)

Norma Kennedy 11/3
John Congi 9/14

Online Giving from Our Sunday Visitor is a web-based
offertory solution that allows Parishioners to contribute from
any location at any time!  Online Giving is available 24/7.

Parishioners who use the service are pleased with how easy it
is to set up and manage. If you have not yet signed up
for Online Giving with Our Sunday Visitor, then please
consider this option. This is a perfect tool for anyone
who shops or pay their bills online.

You may set up recurring online donations to SVDP’s regular
Sunday Offertory and Second Collections, as well as make
one-time donations and contribute to the San Francisco
Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. 

Why is this so important? Your online offerings provide
regular consistent revenue to the Parish, which is
essential to helping cover the expenses necessary to keep
the Church doors open. 

We have put some screenshots onto the website to be able to
walk you through the process. https://svdpsf.org/how-to-give

If you have any questions please contact the Rectory
churchoffice@svdpsf.com

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sfgate/name/james-roddy-obituary?id=31893444
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sfgate/name/eileen-murphy-obituary?id=31823222
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/san-francisco-ca/norma-kennedy-10431597
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sfgate/name/john-congi-obituary?pid=200174017
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sfgate/name/john-congi-obituary?pid=200174017
https://www.osvhub.com/svdp/funds
https://www.osvhub.com/svdp/funds
https://svdpsf.org/how-to-give
mailto:churchoffice@svdpsf.com


Thanks to all parishioners who have participated in the Online
Giving program in the past, and we would welcome any
parishioners that would like to transition to this giving method
moving forward.

Your financial assistance is a blessing to our SVDP Parish
Community and vital to our ability to serve you. 

Contribute Here

Pre- Sacramental Preparation for
First Communion and Confirmation

We are reaching out to the parents of our parish children who wish to undergo
pre- sacramental preparation for First Communion and Confirmation. If your
children are interested, please contact our parish office to register.

We are forming a Religious Education Team to conduct this pre sacramental
preparation programs now and we hope to start the formation next month.
Thank you.

Fr. Mike Healy
Administrator

New Members of the Parish

We would like to take a moment and welcome the newest
members of our SVDP community.

Becoming a member of a parish community is a very important aspect
of our Catholic life. It is in the parish setting where we receive the

Body and Blood of Christ, listen to the Word of God proclaimed, find
forgiveness of our sins in Reconciliation, communal support, and ways
to give life to our faith. The parish is a living, breathing entity because

in it God interacts with His people.

Join the Parish

https://www.osvhub.com/svdp/funds
https://svdpsf.org/join-the-parish


NEW Missals Available for Pickup

Contact the rectory if you are interested in
picking up a currrent Missal, usually found in the

pews. Please Email the rectory at
churchoffice@svdpsf.com

Mass Intentions for the week

Anyone wishing to offer a “Mass
Intention” for a loved one who is sick
or deceased, please contact Kitty Martin
at the rectory and she can schedule your
request. Mass intentions are $10 and are
read weekly at the 8am Mass Monday
thru Saturday.

Monday, December 27th

Helen Carey ✞
 

Tuesday, December 28th

Vincenzina Sollini ✞
 

Wednesday, December 29th

LaBranche Family (L)
 

Thursday, December 30th

Armando Amoroso ✞
 

Friday, December 31st  
Laura Unger (L)

Parish Classifieds

If you have something that you would like to send notice to the parish,
Please email the rectory at

churchoffice@svdpsf.com

Prayer to
St. Vincent de Paul

mailto:churchoffice@svdpsf.com
mailto:churchoffice@svdpsf.com


St. Vincent de Paul
BORN
April 24, 1581

DIED
September 27, 1660 (aged 79)

FEAST DAY
September 27

St. Vincent, patron of all charitable
associations and father of those
who are in misery, come to our
assistance.

Obtain from Our Lord, help for the
poor, relief for the infirm, consolation
for the afflicted, protection for the
abandoned, a spirit of generosity for
the rich, grace of conversion for
sinners, zeal for priests, peace for the
Church, tranquility and order for all
nations, and salvation for them all

May we be united in the life to come,
by your intercession, and experience
joy, gladness, and everlasting
happiness.

Amen.

Parish Bulletin Supporters

The Chestnut Street
Coffee Roastery

San and Rose
2331 Chestnut Street

SVDP Parishioner

Extreme Pizza

1980 Union Street
1730 Fillmore Street

www.extremepizza.com

SVDP Parishioner

Ron Sebahar
Compass Realty

rsebahar@compass.com
M: 415.279.4579

Proud SVDP School
Parent, Parishioner

and Men's Club Member

http://extremepizza.com/
mailto:rsebahar@compass.com


THE TIPSY PIG
2231 CHESTNUT STREET

www.thetipsypigsf.com/

 (415) 292-2300

SVDP Parishioner

BSF GROUP
Compass Realty

Brunner / Sinkovitz/ Ferdon 
 Bronwyn Brunner
 Paula Sinkovitz  
Marie  Ferdon 

 BSFgroup@compass.com 
Mobile 415-385-0548

SVDP Parents &
Parishioners

Blue Barn

3344 Steiner Street
@ Chestnut

www.bluebarngourmet.com

 (415) 896-4866

SVDP Parishioner

Hanna Boys Center:
Changing the lives of at-risk,

motivated youth through
faith, education and caring,

helping them grow into
productive members of

society since 1945.

707-996-6767
www.hannacenter.org

PPROTECTRIDEROTECTRIDE

Jamie and Katie Dyos

Safe + Sanitized Transport

Brought to you by Soiree
Valet 

www.protectride.com

SVDP Parishioner

THE BRIXTON
on Union is back!! Please

join us for Al Fresco dining!!
Take-Out & Delivery

Lunch & Dinner
Thursday -Sunday

2140 Union St,
San Francisco, CA 94123

415-409-1114
www.brixtonsf.com

SVDP Parishioner

Marie Carr
Sotheby's International Realty

Tel: (415) 531-0324

www.mariecarrsf.com

SVDP Parishioner

The Serra Preschool
In the Presidio

A play-based preschool with
a spiritual framework that

embraces Catholicism

www.theserrapreschool.com

EQUITY ONE
2106 Union Street, 3rd Floor

San Francisco, CA 94123
(415) 441-1200

Brenda Obra
Real Estate Broker
Property Manager

License #: 000966761
brenda@equity1sf.com

SVDP Parishioner

https://www.thetipsypigsf.com/
https://www.thetipsypigsf.com
https://www.compass.com/agents/bronwyn-and-marie/
mailto:BSFgroup@compass.com
http://www.bluebarngourmet.com/steiner-1
https://www.hannacenter.org/
http://www.protectride.com/
http://www.google.com/maps/search/2140 Union St%2C San Francisco%2C CA 94123
http://www.google.com/maps/search/2140 Union St%2C San Francisco%2C CA 94123
https://www.brixtonsf.com/location/the-brixton/
https://www.mariecarrsf.com
https://www.theserrapreschool.com/
mailto:brenda@equity1sf.com


OSV Giving
SVdP's Electronic
Giving Platform

Donate Here

SVDP
Men's
Club

Fellowship & Fun
Since 1994

All Ages Welcome

Join Now

McAVOY - O’HARA CO.
The Evergreen Mortuary

Over 150 Years of Service

(415) 668-0077 (24 hours)

4545 Geary Boulevard @ 10th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94118

FD523 

Muscio Electric
Since 1977

Rod Muscio
Electric - Telecom - Data - Security

"Wired, Connected & Protected"

www.muscioelectric.com
Phone: (650) 359-5360

 
Green Street

Mortuary

Successors to
Halsted N. Gray-Carew

& English

649 Green Street
San Francisco, CA 94133

www.greenstreetmortuary.com
(415) 433-5692

FD101

Heritage on the Marina is
proud to be one of San

Francisco’s longest-serving
retirement communities.

3400 Laguna Street
San Francisco CA 94123


(415) 202-0300

heritageonthemarina.org

https://www.osvhub.com/svdp/funds
https://svdpsf.org/mens-club-registration
http://www.muscioelectric.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=649 Green Street,San Francisco,CA 94133
https://maps.google.com/?q=649 Green Street,San Francisco,CA 94133
http://www.greenstreetmortuary.com/
https://heritageonthemarina.org/


Advertising Available Celebrating a Legacy:
Community, Culture, Education & Service

Italian Community Services provides Bay Area Italian-
American individuals and families with trusted resources
to help them live healthy, independent and productive
lives.

Additionally, we are committed to preserve our
community's strong Italian traditions, language and culture
to ensure they remain a source of strength and identity for
future generations 

Learn more about services and how to get involved: 
ItalianCS.com | (415) 362-6423 | info@inaliancs.com

Interested in advertising to support the St. Vincent de Paul Church weekly bulletin please
email the the Parish Office for information Parish Office

SOCIAL MEDIA RESOURCES:

Website: www.svdpsf.org
SVDP Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/saintvincents

Daily Live streamed masses: See Facebook Page

St. Vincent de Paul Church
2320 Green Street    San Francisco, CA

(415) 922-1010
churchoffice@svdpsf.com

   

https://www.italiancs.com/
mailto:info@inaliancs.com
mailto:kmartin@svdpsf.com
http://www.svdpsf.org
https://www.facebook.com/saintvincents
mailto:churchoffice@svdpsf.com
https://www.facebook.com/saintvincents
https://twitter.com/stvincentsyag

