
 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside 

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976 

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office) 

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley 

 
December 1st, 2019     1st Sunday of Advent 

      

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 2 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dedewm@pacbell.net 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
Mass Times 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 
am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00 am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday:   9:30 am 
 
Confession Times 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of the 
Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 
Second Collection December 
7th/8th For Retirement                  
For Religious 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

 Teresa Bautista, Sarah Lucas, Holly Hermansen, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif, John Hunter, Anselmo Briones, Grace Kohan,                      

 Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank you. 

St. Denis  

Sat.      Nov.   30     5:30 pm  Randel William Olsen (+)   

Sun.     Dec.     1     7:30 am   Tad Daszkiewicz (+) 

                                9:30 am    Randel William Olsen (+) 

                              11:30 am    Jerry Bagnani (+) 

Mon.    Dec.    2      8:00 am    For special intentions 

Tue.      Dec.   3      8:00 am     For those with mental illness 

Wed.    Dec.   4      8:00 am     Souls of the faithful departed 

Thurs.  Dec.  5       8:00 am     Ernst Joseph Young(+) 

Fri.       Dec.  6       8:00 am      Our Mother Mary’s intentions 

  

                                 

                      Our Lady Of The Wayside 

 

             Sat.  Nov.    30    4:30pm    For a prayerful Advent Season 

   

              Sun. Dec.      1    9:30 am   For a prayerful Advent Season 

 

  

                 

 

 

            

 

We Believe Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Beloved Parishioners,  

 

     We begin the new Liturgical Year on this First Sunday 

of Advent.  Like the season of Fall, the colors of the Church 

have changed as well.  Violet is seen in the church.          

The color violet symbolizes our call and challenge to repent 

of our sins, to have a change of heart, and thereby change 

our very lives.  With the grace of God, we can. 

 

     The rich symbol of the Advent wreath is seen in the 

church.  The circular shape of the wreath indicates that our 

God is infinite as is his love for us.  The evergreen leaves 

around the wreath reminds us that God gives us eternal life 

in and through his son, Jesus. The four candles mean there 

are four weeks for us to prepare ourselves for the coming  

of the Christ child.  There is one rose colored candle 

though.  On the Third Sunday of Advent, the rose candle is 

lit. It is a special Sunday.  It is called Gaudate Sunday,   

Rejoice Sunday, because the coming of the infant Jesus is 

soon approaching. The birth of Jesus will be here before we 

know it.    

 

     The gospel on this First Sunday of Advent is a wake up 

call for us.  A come-to-Jesus talk, so to speak.  The good 

Lord desires that we realize how short life can be, how 

short our lives can be.  There is no time to waste.  Wisdom 

of heart is not taking life for granted, and living each  and 

every day as if it is our last.  Equally important is valuing 

all relationships, all individuals as a gift and blessing from 

God.  As we embark upon a new Liturgical Year, let us be 

resolved and committed to living our faith the best we can 

each and every day of our lives. 

 

God bless, Fr. Paul 

Advent Advice 

As we enter the first week of Advent our Gospel reading reminds 

us to “Stay awake!”  This simple directive is really an invitation 

to reflect on this liturgical season of anticipation and hope.  The 

challenge for most of us is to translate what the often frenzied 

Christmas season renders, secularly speaking, into the period of 

quiet reflection and prayer that the Advent season invites. In 

other words, “How do we get through the hyper-activity of often 

self-demanding Christmas preparations, parties, and gift-giving 

and still keep our focus on the true meaning of the season from a 

believer’s point-of-view? 

Perhaps the answer is found in the simple words, “Stay awake!”  

Mindfully being present to all the things we do and why we do 

them might be the key to unlocking the real meaning of      

Christmas.  If the meaning of Christmas is a universal reminder 

of God’s approval and undeniable love for all of creation, as Fr. 

Richard Rohr states in his recent book, The Universal Christ, 

then seeking the significance of Christ’s birth is a personal and 

communal process we are called to experience in the Advent  

season. Questioning the significance of Christ’s birth cannot help 

but remind us of God’s love, but it equally translates into a    

renewed awareness of our own thoughts and actions and how 

they relate to others.  

As we begin this holy season, why not commit to seeking the 

Christ that has always been with us from the beginning of time, 

not so much in a quiet Church, but in the hustle and bustle of life 

in the real world?  In the words of all our Advent angels,        

“Do not be afraid.” 

Dede Waters-Masters 



        Stewardship                                                                    Donation Corner 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

Holiday Bulletin Deadline 

Annual Christmas Tea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question Of The Week 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

800 950-9952.   

 

The 13th Annual Parish Christmas Tea                                 

“Finding Christ in Christmas,” is on Saturday December 

14th in the St. Denis Hall from 1:00pm to 3:00pm. Join    

fellow parishioners and friends for this wonderful annual 

event.  See flyer in the bulletin or you may contact              

Barbara Mason by emailing  babs412@yahoo.com or                                              

call 650 483-4134. 

The Kenya Help Craft Fair will be December 7- 8 at St. Denis & 

Our Lady of the Wayside. We have some beautiful Christmas  

ornaments and Nativity sets. Time to get out your Christmas 

shopping list! 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

ADVENT FAMILY GATHERING TODAY!! 

Sunday, December 1 at 10:30am in the parish hall 

Come and share crafts and other projects to help cele-

brate Advent at home. 

Wreath supplies will be available!  All parishioners 

are welcome! 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

We will be gathering on Sunday mornings after the 

9:30am Mass on Dec. 8, 15, 22 in the church to prac-

tice the songs for the Family Mass on Christmas Eve.  

All children are welcome to join us, but they should 

be able to read! So grab your donut and then come 

sing with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

All children preparing to celebrate their first com-

munion this spring will have the opportunity to cele-

brate their First Reconciliation on Saturday, Decem-

ber 7 at 10:00am in St. Denis Church.  Parents are 

also welcome to join them! 

 

CLASS TIMES: Parents!  Please remember that our 

early classes begin at 9:15am! 

9:15am (PreK to 4th grades)  

      10:30am (5th & 6th)       

        5:30pm (7th & 8th , select Sundays) 
 

 

 

July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 (Estimated goal)     $459,000.00 

July 1, 2019 to October 2019                                  $145,350.00 

Monthly Goal– October 2019                                   $36,000.00 

October  2019 Sunday Offertory Collections          $33,829.00 

                    

 

 

Kenya Help Craft Fair 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Monday before noon, 

before the weekend of publication.  All announcements 

during Mass are to be scripted and approved by Dede prior 

to Masses.  Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not appear until the next 

Bulletin due to space limitations. 

Thank You!  

 

Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of the Lord. 

We also spend a lot of time preparing for                                

Christmas celebrations. 

 

Talk about your family Christmas traditions.   

How did they get started? Why do you keep them? 

 



Candlelight Christmas Concert  

Christmas Giving Trees 

 

St. Denis Parish Outreach Needs Volunteers 

Advent Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Giving Trees will go up starting December 7th. Help us fill these wishes of those less fortunate. We are supporting 

St. Francis Center, Catholic Worker House, Maple Street Shelter and Hoover Preschool.                                                      

All gifts will need to be returned no later than Dec 15th at 12:00pm. Please check the tags for those                                             

which need to be wrapped versus those that do not.  

For those who would like to contribute cash instead of gifts, there are envelopes                   

in the back of church and these can be put in the regular collection.  

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

 

 

 

Our Advent annual retreat is planned for Tuesday,     

December 3 from 9-1:30. Following our time of           

reflection, we will have  Mass with Fr. Paul.           

Morning  coffee and lunch will be served.                

Please join us for this uplifting day.                          

Please  rsvp to Dede at dedewm@pacbell.net                 

or call 650 854-5976 press 4.  

 

 

Mission Dolores Basilica Choir                                           

will be at Our Lady of the Wayside Church performing            

A Candlelight Christmas Concert “Known and Unknown,”                                                          

on Sunday December 8th at 5pm.                                         

All are welcome to attend.   

The St. Denis Outreach has several opportunities for volunteering in the next couple of months. They include: 

 1) Serving at St Anthony's on Sat Nov 30th - Please contact Barb Mason at babs412@yahoo.com if you are interested. We are    

trying to get a group from St Denis for the 5th Saturdays for 2020 as well. 

2) Giving Trees will be going up on Saturday Nov 30th. We could use help gathering gifts after each Mass and getting them stored 

at church from both St Denis and OLW. We will also need help sorting and delivering these gifts the weekend of Dec 15th. If you 

are interested in helping please contact Pat Mach at patricia.mach@sbcglobal.net 

3) We will be running a towel collection in Jan for Life Moves clients. Anyone who might be                                                                 

interested in helping or leading this effort please contact                                                                                                                              

Pat Mach at patricia.mach@sbcglobal.net.  
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