
 

 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside 

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976 

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office) 

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley 

 
March 15th, 2020    3rd Sunday of Lent 

      

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 2 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dedewm@pacbell.net 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
Mass Times 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday:   9:30 am 
 
Confession Times 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of the 
Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 

Next Week Second Collection: 
Catholic Relief Services 
 
 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Teresa Bautista, Holly Hermansen, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif, John Hunter, Anselmo Briones,          

Grace Kohen                           Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank you. 

  

St. Denis  

Sat.       Mar.    14     5:30pm     for victims of the virus 

Sun.      Mar.    15    7:30am      for victims of the virus 

                                   9:30am     for catechumens 

                                 11:30am      Marty Ruberry (+) 

Mon.     Mar.  16     8:00am        for Ireland 

Tues.     Mar. 17     8:00am        Gay Byrne (+) 

Wed.     Mar. 18     8:00am        for the Irish people 

Thur.    Mar. 19     8:00am        Felicidad Carrasco (+) 

Fri        Mar.  20     8:00 am       Josephine Stafford (+) 

 

                              

                                  Our Lady of the Wayside 

                

             Sat. Mar.  14    4:30pm      for victims of the virus 

  

             Sun. Mar. 15     9:30am      for catechumens 

            

              

         

We Believe Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Beloved Parishioners, 

  My aunt Valeria was married to her husband Arthur 

for over fifty years.  Art remained an agnostic his 

whole life.  I imagine that was a small cross for my 

aunt to carry.  She was a devout and practicing Catho-

lic.  Fortunately, her five children were allowed to be 

baptized and to receive First Communion and Confir-

mation.  Valeria’s faith meant the world to her, yet she 

was not able to share and experience this with her hus-

band. 

  Art knew he was loved by his wife and children.  If 

only he had a sense of faith.  If he did, he would have 

believed in his heart how much he was loved by God.  

In today’s second reading from the letter to the Ro-

mans, St. Paul is emphatically telling us that there is a 

God, and that our God pours his love into each and 

every one of our hearts.  God’s love does not drip little 

by little like a leaky faucet, but gushes into us.  God’s 

love does not run out.  It is poured into us forever.  

Our God proves his love for us by having his Son     

Jesus die on the cross. 

  If that is not evidence enough, proof enough, I do not 

know what is.  What more can God do?  It is up to us 

to accept God’s love or not.  For my uncle Art, he did 

not accept it.  I am truly sad for him.  He missed out 

on a life of God’s love.  I hope he did not think he was 

not worthy of God’s love.  Despite what we may be-

lieve about ourselves or others, God loves us neverthe-

less. Perhaps the season of Lent is a time for us to re-

member that the love of God is real, and that we are 

loveable. 

God bless, Fr. Paul  

Common Bonds 

  As we move through Lent, we meet two very different 

women. Today it’s the Samaritan Woman at the Well, and 

on Easter we will encounter Mary of Magdala.  What are 

the common bonds that unite these two ladies?  The       

Samaritan Woman is the first person to recognize Jesus as 

the Messiah, while Mary of Magdala is the first to          

recognize and proclaim the Risen Christ.  

  Traditionally both of these women have somewhat tar-

nished reputations, but some biblical scholars are disput-

ing that today.  Fr. Raymond Brown believes that the six 

men mentioned in today’s gospel actually represent the six 

Samaritan deities (including Yahweh), the cause of the  

hatred between them and their Jewish neighbors.  The fact 

that Jesus entered Samaria and spoke with a woman and 

asked her for water would be viewed as abominable behav-

ior.  Yet, as a representative of all Gentiles, the Samaritan 

Woman is chosen as the person to reveal Christ’s identity. 

  Mary Magdalen’s supposedly soiled past is also a ques-

tionable tradition.  Scholars today suggest that she could 

be the most misrepresented figure in the early church. Ra-

ther than spending her life in reclusive prayer and atone-

ment, it is more likely that Mary Magdalen was an active 

evangelist.  As the first witness to the Resurrected Christ, 

Mary is rightfully named “the Apostle to the Apostles”. 

  It is also interesting to note that Jewish law did not 

acknowledge the testimony of ANY women, so if the proc-

lamations of these women were fabricated, the message  

deliveries would likely come from credible male witnesses.  

Yet, these two women, chosen by Christ, proclaimed their 

truth and let it speak for itself.  Understanding these fe-

male models of inclusive discipleship can give us hope 

moving forward. 

 

Dede Waters-Masters 



        Stewardship                                                                    Donation Corner 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 Bulletin Deadline 

Lenten Parish Project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

800 950-9952.   

 

This year the Outreach Committee is sponsoring a few 

parish Lenten projects that connect with the               

St. Francis Center in Redwood City. First,                  

Sr. Christina wants a few clarinets for her 3rd and 6th 

graders.  Unfortunately each clarinet costs $600. Do 

you by chance have a clarinet or a little money to help 

Sister out?  If so, please bring a check in any amount 

or clarinet to church.  All checks 

should be made out to the St. Francis 

Center.  Please consider helping   

these kids! 

The Archdiocese has ordered that ALL faith           

formation programs be CANCELLED for the         

remainder of the school year due to concerns about 

the COVID-19 virus.  Class materials are available in 

the parish office for parents to use at home. 

 

First Communion and Confirmation celebrations and 

rehearsals will take place as scheduled. 

 

Other events, including the Easter Egg hunts and the 

Outdoor Mass and Pancake breakfast are also       

cancelled.   

 

Please contact Lucy at lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  

with any questions or concerns. 

 

Pray for each other and for all effected by this virus. 

Stay safe and healthy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTLE BLACK BOOKS FOR LENT 

The Little Black books are a simple way to help you 

pray more and better during the season of Lent.  

There are reflections for every day, and the             

Holy Week schedule is on the front.                           

And there are Little Purple books for the kids.                            

Please take one home today! 

July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 (Estimated goal)     $459,000.00 

July 1, 2019 to February 2020                                $296,728.00 

Monthly Goal–  February 2020                                $36,000.00 

February 2020 Sunday Offertory Collections         $38,672.00 

Annual Appeal 2020 Goal                                       $107, 655.00    

Annual Appeal 2020 Actual                                       $66,435.00                    

 

Question Of The Week    

LifeMoves  Leader Luncheon 

 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, before 

the weekend of publication.  All announcements during Mass are 

to be scripted and approved by Dede prior to Masses.  Contact 

her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not appear                                                    

until the next bulletin due to space 

limitations. Thank You!  

Jesus asked the woman for water from the well, then 

offered her “water from a well that never runs dry.” 

 

What can I offer Jesus,  

and what does he want to give me? 

Join LiveMoves Friday, March 20th from 11:30 am to 

1:30 pm at Crowne Plaza Hotel  4290 El Camino Real 

in Palo Alto for a candid solutions-oriented discussion 

about the housing crisis in our community and the   

impact corporate partners can make in collaboration 

with  local organizations.  Guest speaker is Chuck 

Robbins, chairman and CEO of Cisco, and a leader in 

the fight against homelessness in Silicon Valley.   

To register go to lifemoves.org/luncheon                        

or call 650 685-5880. 



Upcoming Events 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

Precautions During Flu Season 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Due to concerns about spreading the COVID-19 virus,  

ALL extra parish events have been CANCELLED until further notice. 

This includes the Reconciliation Service, the Seder Meal, and the Lent Retreat day. 

Sunday and Daily Masses and all Holy Week services will take place as scheduled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Cold & Flu Season           Coronavirus Liturgy & Illness 

In response to health concerns during this cold & flu season and the addition of the Coronavirus, St. Denis & 

Our Lady of the Wayside Churches has instituted several changes:  

We will no longer have Communion under both species. Only the Body of Christ will be distributed during 

Communion and reception by hand is strongly recommended.  Christ is fully present in each species when the 

bread and wine have been consecrated into His Body and Blood.  We ask that parishioners refrain from hold-

ing hands at the Our Father and offering one’s hand to others at the Sign of Peace. The holy water fonts have 

been emptied. 

Liturgy & Illness  Please be aware that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass does not apply to those who 

are ill, especially those who suffer from contagious disease. It is a sign of consideration for others that those 

with flu-like symptoms remain at home.  To receive Communion at home, contact Fr. Paul. 

Palm Sunday, April 5  procession with palms at all weekend Masses 

 

The Triduum: 

Holy Thursday, April 9  7:00pm Mass with benediction  

Good Friday, April 10  noon service with the Stations of the Cross,  

       Adoration of the Cross, and Communion 

Easter Vigil, April 11  7:00pm Mass with Sacraments of Initiation 

Easter Sunday, April 12  regular Sunday Mass schedule 
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