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Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside 

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976 

www.stdenisparish.org 
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2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
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September 27th, 2020   26th Sunday in Ordinary Time     

          

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 1 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dedewm@pacbell.net 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
Mass Times 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm  
                                 
Sunday:   9:30 am (temporarily          
          cancelled) 
Confession Times 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of the 
Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

T.J. Pryor, J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Holly Hermansen, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif, John Hunter, Anselmo Briones, Grace Kohen    

Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank you. 

 St. Denis  
Sat.  Sept.  26   5:30 pm   For medical workers 
Sun. Sept.  27   7:30 am   In gratitude 
                           9:30 am  Those affected by Covid-19 
                         11:30 am  Joseph Merkert (+) 
Mon. Sept. 28   8:00 am   For our youth 
Tue.  Sept. 29    8:00 am  Those affected by Covid-19 
Wed. Sept. 30    8:00 am  For students and teachers 
Thur. Oct.   1    8:00 am  Franklin Bautista (+) 
Fri.    Oct.   2    8:00 am  Robert & Mary Hagman (+) 
                                          

 Our Lady of the Wayside 

              Sat. Sept. 26   4:30pm  For and end to Covid-19   

                    

       Sun. Sept.27   9:30am  Mass temporarily         

            cancelled  

                                                                        

                            

     

We Believe Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Beloved Parishioners, 

 

     A change of heart is what the good Lord hopes if not  

expects from us.  A true change of heart that is.  In today’s 

gospel passage, Jesus tells the parable of the two sons’    

relationship with their father.  It is indicative  of human 

nature, our nature at times.  The one son is adamant about 

not doing what his father tells him to do.  Something  

changes his mind.  We do not necessarily know what it is.  

Working in the vineyard is hard work.  It is work that   

cannot be done in one or two hours.  It requires more than 

the whole day to get the work done.   

 

     I imagine that the son had better things to do like    

hanging out with his friends.  Sometime later perhaps the 

son remembered seeing the sad and disappointed look on 

his father’s face.  The father would have had to work the 

whole day under the scorching sun instead.  How could he 

allow his aged and may be ill father do that.   

 

     When we realize how our actions negatively affect      

others, hopefully we have a change of mind, but more     

importantly a change of heart.  Parents want their children 

to be happy.  Shouldn’t children want their parents to be 

happy as well?  Do we not desire to make God our Father 

happy as well?  Simply doing His will and living the    

teachings of Jesus brings joy to God’s heart.  As sons and 

daughters of God, we are more than capable of doing that.  

Are we willing though?  That is the question. 

 

God bless, Fr. Paul  

Today’s gospel reading is an obvious illustration of the 

saying “Actions speak louder than words.”  Jesus is       

relating his “Parable of the Two Sons” to a group of people 

who were confident of their own righteousness.  He is  

seeking to get them to realize that their sense of spiritual 

complacency is static.  Their meticulous conformity to   

social norms and religious conventions, like the initially 

compliant son in Jesus’ story, is hypocritical. In other 

words, it is not so much those who superficially say and do 

the right things, but those who end up actually living out 

the call to follow the example of Christ. 

There is also a process of conversion going on in this     

parable.  While one rebellious son openly refuses to work 

in the vineyard, we realize that he must have had second 

thoughts. He rethought his situation and ended up helping 

his father. In this process, the father also had to rethink his 

attitude toward the son who initially refused him.      

Sometimes conversion takes a little time! That may be an 

important take-away for us, especially in the climate of 

today.  

After all the upheaval, polarization, accusation, fear, and 

disillusionment we have collectively experienced over the 

course of this year, we all might have to take a pause and 

look at our own authentic sense of right and wrong.  In 

today’s gospel, Jesus is challenging us to evolve! 

Dede Waters-Masters 



        Stewardship                                                                    Donation Corner 

Donut Update 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 Bulletin Deadline 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

800 950-9952.   

August 2020 Sunday Offertory Collections             $30,565.00   

August 2020 Sunday Offertory (Goal)                     $45,000.00      

Annual Appeal 2020 Goal                                        $107,655.00    

Annual Appeal 2020 Actual                                       $95,328.00                                                                                     

                                    

 

Question Of The Week    

Blessing of Pets 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, before 

the weekend of publication.  All announcements during Mass are 

to be scripted and approved by Dede prior to Masses. Contact 

her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not appear                                                    

until the next bulletin due to space 

limitations. Thank You!  

 

 

 

Question of the Week: 

Hypocrisy: saying one thing, but doing another. 

Does my YES to God really mean YES?   

Does my NO to sin really mean NO?  

Since as of writing this we are still in the State “red risk level”  

We are postponing the donut and coffee distribution after the 

9:30am mass.  Since the purpose of this event is to enhance our 

St. Denis and Our Lady of the Wayside communities, and since 

we are asked to disperse immediately after mass, we do not want 

to be at cross purposes.  For that reason we have decided to delay 

doughnuts and coffee just a few more weeks. But Be Assured We 

Will Be Back As Soon As We Get Into A Safe County Zone. 

FAITH FORMATION MATERIALS AVAILABLE 

We have lessons, parent guides and online resources 

for use at home or with our optional Zoom gatherings!  

Materials are for grades PreK to 6th.  Zoom gather-

ings for grades 2 to 6.  Contact Lucy at 

lsoltau@stdenisparish.org to schedule a pick up time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION ZOOM GATHERINGS 

HAVE BEGUN!! 

If you registered your children for Faith Formation, 

you should have received a link to our optional Zoom 

gatherings. We will offer these gatherings every Sun-

day. 

Please contact Lucy at lsoltau@stdenisparish.org for 

more information. 

 

 

The Faith Formation calendar for 2020-2021 and the 

NEW registration form is now on the parish website 

at www.stdenisparish.org   You will see some major 

changes due to the ongoing pandemic.  We hope to be 

able to offer some family gatherings during the year, 

provided we can do so safely within county guidelines.  

Please check out the calendar and revised registration 

form, and contact Lucy Soltau at 

lsoltau@stdenisparish.org if you have any questions. 

Blessing of the pets honoring St. Francis is this    

Friday October 2nd at 4pm at St. Denis in 

front of chapel. 

mailto:lsoltau@stdenisparish.org
mailto:lsoltau@stdenisparish.org
http://www.stdenisparish.org
mailto:lsoltau@stdenisparish.org


Our Evolving Covid-19 Precautions During Mass 

 

Spiritual Book Group 

Supporting Your Parish During These Difficult Times  

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

There are a few things you should know before you come:  If you are at risk, either by age or health    

concerns, or if you are not feeling well, please do not attend.  The archbishop has extended dispensation 

from Sunday obligation.  Everyone over the age of 3 should wear a face covering  (covering nose and 

mouth) Use the hand-sanitizers provided. Please maintain 6 feet distancing by following the marks on the 

floor, pews, and refrain from singing as tiny droplets can spread even through masks per California  

Public Heath and San Mateo Guidelines.   

Effective September 23rd, 2020–  The State of California has given permission for us to move Masses back 

inside the church buildings at 25% capacity as San Mateo County is listed at Red Risk Level. Inside seating 

capacity at St. Denis is 50 people ( St. Denis offers  extra seating outside) Our Lady of the Wayside is 28    

people. 9:30am Mass at Our Lady of the Wayside is still  temporarily  cancelled.  Thank you for your         

patience and understanding in helping us to protect parishioners and staff.          

Effective since July 2020—with the increased outbreak of Covid-19 the California Department of Health     

guidelines are mandating no singing in public gatherings, including churches.                                                              

We will have instrumental music.  

Thank you for your patience and understanding in helping us to protect the parishioners and staff.  

We will continue to live-stream the Mass Monday thru Friday at 8:00am and Sunday at 9:30am.  It will 

be available on our parish website www.stdenisparish.org  immediately  following the Mass. 

Communion will be distributed after the dismissal.  We ask that everyone leave  the parish                   

grounds immediately  after receiving communion. 

We are excitedly looking forward to seeing you and being able                                                                                 

to worship face to face, in community, with the Sacrament.                                                                              

Thank you for your faithfulness and prayers  during this unusual time. 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to financially support your parish so that we can continue to provide the ministries that      

everyone relies on.  You may mail your donations to the parish office, or you may give online through 

WeShare.  Go to the parish website stdenisparish.org to find the links to set up your donation or                                               

you may call WeShare at  800 950-9952, press 3, then press 2 or email                                              

weshare@4lpi.com. We thank you for your support!  

We’re happy to announce our newest reading: Paul, a Biography, by the well-known biblical scholar, N.T. 

Wright, also known as Tom Wright.  From the cover: “Wright draws our attention to Paul the man –who   

survived assassination attempts, imprisonments, and shipwrecks, all while inventing new language and       

concepts for faithfully translating Jesus’s story for the Gentile world.” The book is very        

readable. We’ll    include some of Paul’s letters as part of our study.  

Discussions begin on September 30th.  In this time of Covid-19 precautions, we meet weekly                 

on Zoom,  Wednesdays from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Please contact Tereza McNamee                            

at 650-323-6859 for more information. 
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