
 

 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside 

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976    

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)                     

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley  

August 1st, 2021  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 1 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dedewm@pacbell.net 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
Mass Times: 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm  
Sunday: 9:30 am (will resume July 4) 
 
 
Confession Times: 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of the 
Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

T.J. Pryor, J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Holly Hermansen, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif, John Hunter, Anselmo Briones, Grace Kohan, 

John Cummins,  Sandy McGinley   Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank you. 

 

 
St. Denis Church  
Sat.  July    31     5:30pm   Sara Jancezwski (living) 

Sun. Aug.     1    7:30 am   Salud Carrasco (living) 

                            9:30 am   Mark Gwin (+) 
                          11:30 am   George & Terry Edel (+) 

Mon. Aug.   2     8:00am    For first responders        

Tues. Aug.   3     8:00 am   Families of St. Denis &  

     Our Lady of the Wayside                                 
Wed. Aug.   4    8:00 am     Xavier De Gery & parents (+) 

Thu.  Aug.   5    8:00 am     Safety to travelers 

Fri.    Aug.   6    8:00 am     Victims of fires & floods  
 

 

 

 

We Believe Gospel Reading 

In today’s Gospel, there are four exchanges between Jesus and the 
crowd. In the first, the crowd, having followed Jesus to               
Capernaum, asks a very matter of fact question: “Rabbi, when did 
you get here?” Jesus replies by naming their motivation in pursu-
ing him. They have been fed. Jesus acknowledges this, yet           
challenges them to see beyond the fulfillment of their material 
needs. The crowds have followed Jesus because they have been fed. 
They ought to be seeking out Jesus because he can give them eter-
nal life. 

As the second dialogue begins, it seems that the crowd might be on 
their way to accepting Jesus and his mission. They ask: “What can 
we do to accomplish the works of God?” Jesus     replies that they 
must have faith in the one sent from God. But in the third dialogue, 
the crowd reveals their inability to see Jesus’ true identity. They 
ask Jesus for a sign so that they might  t know that Jesus is from 
God. How strange this sounds since Jesus has just fed more than 
5000 people. What more is expected? 

But the crowd cannot see beyond the surface of the sign. They show 
this in their interpretation of the sign that came from Moses. In 
their description, they identify Jesus with Moses, as if to say, as 
Moses gave the people manna in the desert, give us a sign so that we 
will know that you are from God. They are looking to identify a 
prophet without realizing that God is standing before them. Jesus 
corrects their misinterpretation, saying that the manna received by 
their ancestors came from God. As God fulfilled their ancestors’ 
needs in the desert, so God has provided them with food for eternal 
life. In the bread that they have received from Jesus, they have    
received physical nourishment and also spiritual nourishment.  
Jesus wants the crowd to see beyond the surface to the One who 
provides true nourishment. 

The conclusion of the dialogue reveals the crowd’s blindness. They 
ask for what Jesus has just told them they have found: “Sir, give us 
this bread always.” Jesus answers plainly that he himself is the 
Bread of Life they seek. Jesus himself is the Bread of Life who will 
satisfy every hunger and thirst. This is the first of several such 
statements found in John’s Gospel. We understand these better 
when we remember that God revealed his name to the people of 
Israel as “I am,” as Yahweh. Jesus is now claiming this name for 
himself. In the weeks ahead, we will see the offense that this gives to 
the people. 
 
Loyola Press “Sunday Connection” 

 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
  

Sat.   July 31   4:30pm  Victims of floods, fires, & volcanoes 

                                                            

Sun.  Aug.  1    9:30am  Victims of floods, fires & volcanoes 

 

 

 

       

Jesus graciously invites us to partake in his holy Body 
and Blood. This sacramental mystery gives meaning 
to the phrase “You are what you eat.” 
Jesus’ invitation to come to the table is simple yet 
profound, He does not require human perfection as a 
prerequisite, just the desire to become one with Him 
and one another.  As Richard Rohr reminds us, 
“Jesus did not say “’Think about this,’ ‘Prove this,’ 
‘Look at this,’ ‘Carry this around,’ and, surely not, 
‘Argue about this.; He just said, ‘Eat this . . . and 
drink all of you.’  
The “all” in the above quote is important.  We have 
spent most of our Catholic history concentrating on 
who is allowed to the table rather why we are going 
there.  
When we are truly present, when we sincerely offer 
ourselves to Christ just as we are, we experience a 
personal encounter with the Lord, physically and 
spiritually,  
This encounter of the heart goes beyond words or  
rational thought.  Christ becomes our food and we 
provide the hunger, if we are filled with exclusion, 
self-serving opinions, and superiority we are already 
too full of ourselves to make room for Christ. 
The Eucharist is an encounter that is meant to be 
transformative. It takes our sincere intention and 
God’s generous grace to experience Christ’s “real 
presence,” whereby we become one body, the Body of 
Christ. 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 



LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN 

During 9:30am Sunday Masses all Summer! 

All school aged children are invited to join Lucy and 
Dede in the parish garden to read and share the   
Sunday readings during the first part of the Mass. 
Then we return to the church at the offertory.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE FOR 2021-2022 

The Faith Formation schedule for the next school 
year, and updated registration form are now on the 
parish website at www.stdenisparish.org  We are 
planning for in-person classes on Sunday mornings 
beginning in September.  Register now!  Contact    
Lucy Soltau at lsoltau@stdenisparish.org for more 
information. 

        Stewardship                                                                    Donation Corner 

Prayer Gardens 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

 Bulletin Deadline 

Online Giving 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

800 950-9952.   

July 1, 2020 to June 30th, 2021 (Estimated Goal)              $410,000.00 

July 1, 2020 to June 30th 2021 (Easter Included)  $409,562.00                                              

June 2021 Sunday Offertory Collections                               $35,861.00 

                         

Annual Appeal 2021 Goal $98,096                                         $98,096.00 

Annual Appeal 2021 Actual                                                    $98,096.00                                  

 

Question Of The Week    BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, 

before the weekend of publication.  All announcements 

during Mass are to be scripted and approved by Dede prior 

to Masses. Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not appear                                                    

until the next bulletin due to space 

limitations. Thank You!  

 

Whining and complaining! 

Even when I know the God is taking care of            
everything, I find something to complain about. 

Can I ever be satisfied?  Isn’t your love and               
forgiveness enough? 

What sign or miracle could God send me that would 
get me to stop whining?! 

 

 

Summer is here and many people will spend time en-
joying vacations.  Whether you’re planning to visit the 
beach or camp in the mountains, don’t forget about 
St. Denis and Our Lady of the Wayside Churches.  
The best way to   maintain your financial support is to 
set up a recurring gift. It’s fast, easy, and convenient.  
Once you sign up, you’ll never need to think about it 
again.  A link to our online   giving site can be found 
on our website stdenisparish.org. Thank you for your 
generosity.    

 Prayer gardens allow a person time 

in solitude to  contemplate, pray, & 

meditate by reflecting on the sacred 

space that can include specific     

flowers, or statues.  Mary gardens 

include flowers named after Our   

Lady, such as  roses, lilies, marigolds, 

Our Lady’s Tears, among other    

varieties.  If you have space in your 

yard, take time this summer to make 

this a  family endeavor of  dedicating 

to Mary.   

http://www.stdenisparish.org
mailto:lsoltau@stdenisparish.org


VALLOMBROSA CENTER IS OPEN & Here is What is New! - Group reservations call Jaynie 650-325-5614 
or jaynie@vallombrosa.org . Private Retreats contact davidl@vallombrosa.org  

Vallombrosa is pleased to announce the retreat center is open and accepting bookings immediately. We have 

upgraded our WI-FI capabilities to high speed across campus. We are following reduced   capacity guidelines 

and Covid protocols based on the current tier for San Mateo County. Retreatants coming on campus must 

check-in upon arrival and follow safety guidelines to ensure the health of all. Wearing masks is enforced along 

with proper social distancing. Hand sanitizers and disinfectants for cleaning are provided.  Private                 

Retreats:  we offer Private Retreats for those who want private rooms for alone time, with Spiritual Direction 

available. Guests can enjoy the walking trails, shrines and gardens. The Shrine to Our Lady of Lourdes is   

complete but still accepting donations for bricks and benches. Finally, we have a live, in-person Pre-Cana 

event: Engaging The Heart – August 21, 2021, 9:00 am-3:30 pm.                                                                                     

Register on https://Vallombrosa.org/calendar  

Covid Update As of June 15, 2021 

 

Vallombrosa Center Is Open! 

Supporting Your Parish During These Difficult Times  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to financially support your parish so that we can continue to provide the ministries that      

everyone relies on.  You may mail your donations to the parish office, or you may give online through 

WeShare. Go to the parish website stdenisparish.org to find the links to set up your donation or                                               

you may call WeShare at  800 950-9952, press 3, then press 2 or email                                              

weshare@4lpi.com. We thank you for your support!  

 

In response to California’s lifting of most Covid-19 restrictions, the S.F. Archdiocese has 

announced updates to safety protocols. Many safety precautions will remain in place.    

Including parishioners, guests, & musicians to wear a mask during Mass indoors.  If you 

are seated outside you do not need to wear a mask.  Social distancing is reduced to three 

feet between households.  Doors and windows will remain open for ventilation.  Hand 

sanitizers are available. The Sign of Peace is  to be exchanged by waving or bowing to 

those near them.  If you are sick we ask that you stay home.                                      

Sunday 9:30am mass & weekday masses will continue to be 

livestreamed,  & then on our website. We thank you as we 

continue to keep our community safe. 
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