
 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside 

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976    

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)                     

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley  

August 15th 2021  The Assumption of the                     
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 1 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dedewm@pacbell.net 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
Mass Times: 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm  
Sunday: 9:30 am  
 
 
Confession Times: 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of the 
Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

T.J. Pryor, J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Holly Hermansen, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif, John Hunter, Anselmo Briones, Grace Kohan, 

John Cummins,  Sandy McGinley   Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank you. 

 

 
St. Denis Church  
Sat.  Aug.    14     5:30pm  Stan Stratton (+) 

Sun. Aug.    15    7:30 am   Safety to travelers 

                            9:30 am   George Joseph Koch (+) 

                          11:30 am   Banchero family (+)  

                                             & Bagnani family (+) 

Mon. Aug.  16     8:00 am   For teachers        

Tues. Aug.  17    8:00 am    No Mass                                                              

Wed. Aug.  18    8:00 am    For those we have lost to Covid 

Thu.  Aug.  19    8:00 am   In gratitude 

Fri.    Aug.  20    8:00 am   Fr. James O’Shaughnessy (+) 

 

 

 

 

We Believe Missionary Sunday  

Next weekend, August 21st & 22nd, at all St. Denis    

masses, Rev. Raju Pilla will be  speaking about the works 

and the needs of the Latin Archdiocese of Trivandrum in 

India. Trivandrum has about 270,000 Catholics. 90% of 

the people are traditional fishermen who depend on     

fishing for their livelihood and 10% are farm workers 

who are recent converts from low caste Hindus.             

Unemployment and poverty are mostrampant in this   

community. The Archdiocese depends on outside                   

assistance to support its clergy, seminarians,                   

catechists and to continue its developmental programs. 

However, during this pandemic lockdown the situation is 

very pitiful as the fishermen are restricted from fishing 

which is their main livelihood.  With income halted from 

fishing, the people are struggling to survive; Recent      

Cyclone “Tauktae” that hit our coastal villages in May 

destroyed several hundreds of homes. There is so much 

poverty. We are looking for some Emergency food        

assistance. Won’t you be as generous as you can in the   

second collection? Your sacrifice for the Missions is deeply 

appreciated. 

 
Looking forward to visiting with you, 

Yours gratefully I am,  

 

Rev. Raju B. Pilla, Mission Rep. 

 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
  

Sat.   Aug. 14    4:30 pm   Safety to travelers 

                                                            

Sun.  Aug.  15   9:00 am   Safety to travelers 

 

 

 

       

 As we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption on this 

August weekend,   we officially recognize that the 

Blessed Mother was elevated by God and is a true 

model of wisdom and virtue for all of us.  

Mary saw her life in total relationship to her God.  

This deep and authentic relationship rendered Mary 

a vision of life larger than herself, seeing past what 

was temporarily convenient or socially acceptable in 

her culture.   Mary had to try to navigate the        

consequences of her agreement with God, and her 

strong faith enabled her to source the strength she 

needed.   

 

Her answering “Yes!” to God over and over again 

throughout her life focused on God’s plan, while, at 

the same time, she exercised her free will, setting for 

us an example of freedom and the power of divine 

grace.  Perhaps it was Mary, modeling this behavior 

for her Son and coupled with his own relationship 

with his God, that gave Jesus the environment he 

needed to grow into doing his Father’s salvific work. 

 
The relevance of the Feast of the Assumption of Mary 

is a celebration of a truly grace-filled life, a life lived 

with risks, conviction, and love.  This special       

recognition of Mary is a reminder of our own roles in 

birthing Jesus in the world, and staying true to our 

commitment. 

 

Dede Waters-Masters 



LITURGY OF THE WORD                       
FOR CHILDREN 

During 9:30am Sunday Masses all Summer! 

All school aged children are invited to join 
Lucy and Dede in the parish garden to read 
and share the   Sunday readings during the 
first part of the Mass. Then we return to the 
church at the offertory.  

 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE FOR 
2021-2022 

The Faith Formation schedule for the next 
school year, and updated registration form are 
now on the parish website at 
www.stdenisparish.org  We are planning for 
in-person classes on Sunday mornings begin-
ning in September.  However, if you would 
like to teach your children at home, we can 
provide      materials and parent guides for 
you.  Either way, please register now!  Contact 
Lucy Soltau at lsoltau@stdenisparish.org for 
more information. 

        Stewardship                                                                    Donation Corner 

Prayer Gardens 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

 Bulletin Deadline 

Online Giving 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

800 950-9952.   

2021-22 estimated goal TBA                      

Annual Appeal 2021 Goal $98,096                                         $98,096.00 

Annual Appeal 2021 Actual                                                    $98,096.00                                  

 

Question Of  BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, 

before the weekend of publication.  All announcements 

during Mass are to be scripted and approved by Dede prior 

to Masses. Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not appear                                                    

until the next bulletin due to space 

limitations. Thank You!  

 

Mary praises God for all God has done for her and for 
her people. 

God does not need my praise!  God knows how great 
God is! 

But I need to be reminded to praise God for all God 
has done for me. 

I need to say it out loud, like Mary! 

 

 

Summer is here and many people will spend time en-
joying vacations.  Whether you’re planning to visit the 
beach or camp in the mountains, don’t forget about 
St. Denis and Our Lady of the Wayside Churches.  
The best way to   maintain your financial support is to 
set up a recurring gift. It’s fast, easy, and convenient.  
Once you sign up, you’ll never need to think about it 
again.  A link to our online   giving site can be found 
on our website stdenisparish.org. Thank you for your 
generosity.    

 Prayer gardens allow a person time 

in solitude to  contemplate, pray, & 

meditate by reflecting on the sacred 

space that can include specific     

flowers, or statues.  Mary gardens 

include flowers named after Our   

Lady, such as  roses, lilies, marigolds, 

Our Lady’s Tears, among other    

varieties.  If you have space in your 

yard, take time this summer to make 

this a  family endeavor of  dedicating 

to Mary.   

http://www.stdenisparish.org
mailto:lsoltau@stdenisparish.org


Vallombrosa is pleased to announce the retreat center is open and accepting bookings immediately. We have 

upgraded our WI-FI capabilities to high speed across campus. We are following reduced   capacity guidelines 

and Covid protocols based on the current tier for San Mateo County. Retreatants coming on campus must 

check-in upon arrival and follow safety guidelines to ensure the health of all. Wearing masks is enforced along 

with proper social distancing. Hand sanitizers and disinfectants for cleaning are provided.  Private                 

Retreats:  we offer Private Retreats for those who want private rooms for alone time, with Spiritual Direction 

available. Guests can enjoy the walking trails, shrines and gardens. The Shrine to Our Lady of Lourdes is   

complete but still accepting donations for bricks and benches. Finally, we have a live, in-person Pre-Cana 

event: Engaging The Heart – August 21, 2021, 9:00 am-3:30 pm.                                                                                     

Register on https://Vallombrosa.org/calendar  

We Look Forward to Seeing You All Again!  

Covid Update As of August 3rd, 2021 

 

Engaging The Heart Retreat at Vallombrosa 

Supporting Your Parish During These Difficult Times  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to financially support your parish so that we can continue to provide the ministries that      

everyone relies on.  You may mail your donations to the parish office, or you may give online through 

WeShare. Go to the parish website stdenisparish.org to find the links to set up your donation or                                               

you may call WeShare at  800 950-9952, press 3, then press 2 or email                                              

weshare@4lpi.com. We thank you for your support!  

 

In response to California’s lifting of most Covid-19 restrictions,  San Mateo County & the 

S.F. Archdiocese has announced mandated updates to safety protocols. Many safety   

precautions will remain in place. Including parishioners, guests, & musicians to wear a 

mask when indoors,  including Mass indoors.  If you are seated outside you do not need 

to wear a mask.  Social distancing is reduced to three feet between households.  Doors 

and windows will remain open for ventilation.  Hand         

sanitizers are available. The Sign of Peace is  to be exchanged 

by waving or bowing to those near them.  If you are sick we 

ask that you stay home. Sunday 9:30am mass & weekday 

masses will continue to be livestreamed,  & then on our   

website.  We thank you  as we continue to  keep each other 

safe. 

 

https://Vallombrosa.org/calendar
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijw7jLv_rTAhVI8GMKHYIGAPwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnoehill.com%2Fsanmateo%2Fnat1977000338.asp&psig=AFQjCNFoxU4S3C4UzHZqYnT_jHNQGqg4Sg&ust=1495233109463354

