
 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside 

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976    

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)                     

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley  

June 26th, 2022  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Deacon Russ Wertenberg 
deaconruss@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 5 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 1 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dianawatersmasters@gmail.com 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
 
Mass Times: 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm  
Sunday: 9:30 am  
 
 
Confession Times: 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of 
the Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

Susana Neira, LG, GRM, Carol C., J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Holly Hermansen, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif, John Hunter, Anselmo 

Briones, Grace Kohan, John Cummins,  Sandy McGinley   Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank 

you. 

St. Denis Church 
Sat.  June     25   5:30 pm      Barbara Mahoney (+) 
Sun. June     26   7:30 am      Special intentions 
                             9:30 am      Deceased parishioners 
                           11:30 am      Special intentions 
Mon. June   27    8:00 am      Communion service 
Tues. June   28   8:00 am       Communion service      
Wed. June   29    8:00 am      Communion service 
Thurs June  30    8:00 am      Communion service 
Fri.     July     1    8:00 am      Communion service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We Believe Gospel Reading 

Today's Gospel reading begins a long section unique to Luke's Gospel. Jesus 
begins his journey to Jerusalem, which will end with his ministry in         
Jerusalem. We read that Jesus' days for being “taken up” were fulfilled. The 
Greek word that Luke uses for “taken up” is the same word he uses to    
describe the Ascension. We also read that Jesus is determined to journey to 
Jerusalem. For Luke, Jesus ministry begins in Galilee and then is one long 
journey to Jerusalem. In Jerusalem he will meet his death but also enter into 
his glory. Only in Luke does Jesus then spend 40 days in Jerusalem          
instructing his disciples. It is in Jerusalem that his disciples wait after his 
Ascension to be sent the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. And it is from Jerusalem, 
in Luke's second volume, the Acts of the Apostles, that the Good News is 
spread to Rome and the ends of the earth. 

Immediately Jesus is met with rejection, as a Samaritan village will not   
receive him because he is going to Jerusalem. There was animosity between 
Samaritans who worshiped on Mount Gerazim and Jews who worshiped in 
Jerusalem. Jesus was also rejected as he began his ministry in Galilee in 
Chapter 4. And he will be rejected for the last time when he reaches         
Jerusalem. James and John want to call down fire from heaven to destroy 
the people in the village, but Jesus rebukes them and moves on. There is 
often the temptation to use violence to achieve right. Jesus has come to break 
this temptation. He is aware that he must undergo violence himself before he 
can enter his glory. 

The rest of today's reading is about the radical demands of discipleship. The 
three people who volunteer to become disciples on this journey show that 
they do not understand the demands Jesus will make of them. Neither care of 
self, care for the dead, nor care of one's family (as required by the Fourth 
Commandment) can come before the demands of discipleship. Jesus reminds 
the first volunteer, who would go wherever Jesus goes, that animals in the 
wild have more security than do Jesus and his followers. The second, who 
wants to bury a parent, is reminded that the demands of proclaiming the 
Kingdom of God take precedence. And the third, who wants to say farewell 
to his family, is reminded that once you put your hand to the plow you    
cannot look back or the furrow will be crooked. Such a person is not ready 
for the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus seems harsh here, but he is only asking of his disciples what he asks of 
himself. Jesus' unconditional commitment to God's saving work will demand 
of him his life. He knows this, but the disciples do not understand. Jesus does 
not want anyone to rush into discipleship, because the demands of            

discipleship require everyone considering it to be aware of the cost, make 
Jesus and his mission central to his life, and then go forward without looking 
back. 
 
Loyola Press “Sunday Connection” 

         Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
  

    Sat.  June  25     4:30 pm    Inez Bavaro (+) 

 

   Sun. June  26     9:30 am    Deceased parishioners                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

As true believers, our adherence to the teachings of 
Jesus should influence our values, practices, prayers, 
and politics. Today’s gospel presents an opportune 
moment to ask ourselves about our own national 
identities and examine how they are expressed within 
our Christian faith. 

 Judging by the angry words of Jesus’ disciples, we 
can surmise that there was no love lost between the 
Jewish and Samaritan people. So, when James and 
John ask Jesus if they should call for some violent 
judgments against the town that rejected them, they 
demonstrate their national discipleship over the 
teachings of Christ. While James and John may have 
thought they were defending Jesus, they let their     
national bias, hatred of Samaritans, influence the 
Christ-centered values of inclusivity and respect for 
all people as children of God. James and John were 
not following the example of Jesus, who went so far as 
to openly elevate the Samaritan Woman at the Well to 
the status of first woman evangelist.  

 When our culture confuses popular forms of           
nationalism with the practice of true Christianity, we 
can be deceived into thinking that we are people of 
faith. Today’s gospel is a relevant reminder that while 
our thoughts, words, or actions may reflect aspects of 
our culture, they may not reflect the teachings of 
Christ. There is a difference.  

Dede Waters Masters 



Knit & Pray Group will meet this Monday, 
June 27th at 4pm in the St. Denis hall or in the 
hall patio.  All are welcome to come.  Any         
questions feel free to contact Josephine    
jsdorval@yahoo.com. 

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

The calendar and registration form for the 
2022-2023 school year are now available on 
our parish website www.stdenisparish.org  
Just click the Faith Formation tab for all the 
details!  Classes begin again Sunday,             
September 25. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD                                           
FOR CHILDREN 

During the 9:30am Sunday Mass, we take the 
children outside to share the Gospel. 

Then we return to Mass during the collection.  
All school age children are welcome to join us 
all summer.  We also have the MAGNIFIKID 
magazine available in the back of the church 
for children to use during any weekend Mass.   

        Stewardship                                                                    Donation Corner 

Knit & Pray 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

800 950-9952.   

July 1, 2021 to June 30th, 2022 (estimated Goal)                       $377,400.00 

July 1, 2021 to May 31st,  2022                                                     $352,206.00   

May 2022 Sunday Offertory Collections                                       $36,360.00     

May 2022 Sunday Offertory (Goal)                    $37,000.00 

Easter Sunday Collections                                      $25,842.00 

Annual Appeal 2022                                        $98,000.00 

Annual Appeal 2022 (Goal)                                                       $98,000.00 

 

Question Of  The Week 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, 

before the weekend of publication.  All announcements 

during Mass are to be scripted and approved by Dede prior 

to Masses. Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not appear                                                    

until the next bulletin due to space 

limitations. Thank You!  

 

Don’t look back! 

What, in my past, do I need to let go of, so I 
can follow Jesus into the future? 

 

 

 

http://www.stdenisparish.org


Senior Luncheon  

2nd Sunday Adult Faith Sharing 

Support Your Parish! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to financially support your parish so that we can continue to provide the ministries that      

everyone relies on.  You may mail your donations to the parish office, or you may give online through 

WeShare. Go to the parish website stdenisparish.org to find the links to set                                                                 

up your donation or you may call WeShare at  800 950-9952, press 3, then                                                       

press 2 or email weshare@4lpi.com. We thank you for your support!  

 
 

Join us in the St. Denis garden on the 2nd Sunday of each month between the 9:30 
and 11:30 Masses. 

We’ll share our thoughts about the readings of the day, questions about church 
teachings, issues facing us as faithful people, and more. 

Sometimes we’ll have a speaker, and sometimes we’ll just chat about whatever is 
on your mind. 

This is a casual group! Bring your coffee and          

donut with you! 

Please join us beginning July 10th at 10:30am                                                                                
in the garden. Contact Lucy at 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org for more information.  

 

 

Join fellow seniors for a luncheon & Communion service this Thursday, June 30th, 

at noon outside at the St. Denis patio area next to the hall.  We hope to see you 

there! Any questions contact Dede at dianawatersmasters@gmail.com.                   

or call 650 207-9385. 
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