
 

 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside 

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976    

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)                     

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley  

December 25th, 2022 The Nativity of the Lord  
 
 

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Deacon Russ Wertenberg 
deaconruss@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 5 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 1 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dianawatersmasters@gmail.com 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
 
Mass Times: 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 9:30 am  
 
 
Confession Times: 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of 
the Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
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Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

Susan Nappi, Susana Neira, LG, GRM, Carol C., J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif,  John Hunter, Anselmo 

Briones, Grace Kohan, John Cummins,  Sandy McGinley, Thelma West, Jack Walsh  Names will be removed monthly unless you let 

the office know.  Thank you. 

 
St. Denis Church 
Sat.  Dec.     24    4:00 pm   World peace 
                             6:00 pm   World peace 
Sun. Dec.     25    7:30 am   Agnes Mercer (+)  
                             9:30 am   Guido Budelli (+) 
                           11:30 am   Jose & Pauline Diaz (+) 
Mon. Dec.   26    8:00 am   Communion service 
Tues. Dec.   27   8:00 am    Communion service 
Wed. Dec.   28   8:00 am    Communion service 
Thurs. Dec  29   8:00 am    Communion service                                              
Fri.    Dec.   30   8:00 am    Communion service 

                                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

We Believe Pastor’s Note 

Dear Beloved Parishioners, 
 
If only I could see the very face of God, then would I believe.  If 
only I could touch the eternal God, then would I believe.  If only I 
could hold God Himself, then would I believe.  If only no more.  
All of our hopes and desires are fulfilled in the newborn Christ 
child.  In the fullness of time and in the birth of the Christ child, 
we are able to see the very face of God.  In the birth of the Christ 
child, we are able to hold our eternal God in our arms and to feel 
the warmth of His presence against our chest.  Considering all 
that the world has gone through and all that we have gone 
through these past several years, do we not need to feel and    
believe that God is with us here and now?  And so our God is in 
the birth of the Christ child. 
 
It is no wonder why we celebrate the birth of our Savior once a 
year.  In one moment in time, the world pauses to remember and 
to take in the belief that our God comes to us in the innocence 
and purity of a newborn baby to dwell among us and to           
concretely be with us.  The name of our God is Emmanuel for it 
means and proclaims God with us, and so He is.  There is        
perhaps no greater joy than having a baby come into our lives.  A 
newborn baby has a unique way of transforming our very lives 
and hearts for the better.  It fills us with unimaginable joy.  How 
true the saying is that a newborn baby is a bundle of you.  Our 
gracious God desires that we experience the joy of His beloved 
Son Jesus not only at Christmas, but whenever we celebrate the 
mass. 
 
If we are still enough, we just might be able to feel the beat of His 
heart, a heart that pounds immense and burning love for each 
and every one of us.  Christmas is truly the most wonderful time 
of the year.  We are reminded that we are not abandoned, nor 
alone.  We are not forgotten.  God is with us.  He is here.  He 
wants us to believe that we are loved beyond imagination.  The 
newborn Christ child makes all of this possible and real.  May the 
joy and love of the Christ child be with you always and forever.  
Know that you are in my daily payers at mass. 
 
God bless, 
 
Fr. Paul  

 Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

  

Sat. Dec.  24   4:30 pm  Jack Sullivan (+)   

                                                                                          

Sun. Dec. 25    9:30 am  World peace  

                                            

 

 

 

 

Personally, I have recently been blessed with a new 
baby in our family that I watch a couple of days a 
week.  Because I am now an older Gramma for this 
particular grandchild, I look at his infancy with     
different eyes.  He embodies wonder and enthusiasm 
and reminds me of the happiness that can be found in 
the simplest of things:  wet grass, unrolled toilet     
paper, muddy rocks, or opened drawers of             
Tupperware—all treasures to be explored and often 
tasted.  Under my watchful eye, he runs through the 
house laughing, stumbling, and getting up again for 
more, and I try to keep up with him. 

For me, this new little guy serves as a metaphor for 
the season, reminding me to look at everything with 
new eyes and enthusiasm, to wander, to taste, to see, 
to listen, to stumble, maybe to cry, but get up 
again.  There seems to be hope in every step he 
takes!    

Isn’t that what the story of Christ’s birth is trying to 
tell us?  Authur Brueggeman’s devotions for Advent 
put it simple, “Bet on the baby.” The “Baby” he is 
talking about is Jesus of Nazareth, who entered this 
earth because God believed we are worth it. God 
knows we can bring this world to a better place.  God 
is ever-forgiving, so God looks at us with “newness,” 
a clean slate.  God hoped in us enough to become    
human and show us the way. That, my brothers and 
sisters in Christ, is the Good News!  Wishing you 
hope, peace, and joy and a very Merry Christmas! 

Dede Waters-Masters  



        Offertory Stewardship                                           Donation Corner 

Knit & Pray 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

877 316-0260.   

July 1, 2022 to June 30th,  2023   (Goal)                                        $379,000.00  

July 1, 2022 to November 30th, 2022 (Received so far)                $155,001.00                   

November 2022 Sunday Offertory Collections                                $35,245.00     

November 2022 Sunday Offertory Collections (Goal)      $29,152.00                                  

Annual Appeal 2022                                           $98,000.00 

Annual Appeal 2022 (Goal)                                                          $98,000.00 

                                                

 

Question Of  The Week 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, 

before the weekend of publication.  All announcements 

during Mass are to be scripted and approved by Dede prior 

to Masses. Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not appear                                                    

until the next bulletin due to space 

limitations. Thank You!  

 

The first to hear the angels’ good news were the poor 
and homeless shepherds. 

And they responded by joyfully sharing it with others. 

How can I be more like the shepherds? 

 

 

 

Knit & Pray will meet Monday, January 23rd 
at 4:00 pm in the St. Denis hall library.    

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

There are no classes December 25 and January 1 

All classes resume January 8 at there usual times. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 



Our next gathering will be, Sunday, January 8 after the 9:30am Mass. 

Grab some coffee and a donut and join us on the patio! 

 

 

Second Sunday 

Support Your Parish! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to financially support your parish so that we can continue to provide the ministries that      

everyone relies on.  You may mail your donations to the parish office, or you may give online through 

WeShare. Go to the parish website stdenisparish.org to find the links to set                                                                 

up your donation or you may call WeShare at  800 950-9952, press 3, then                                                       

press 2 or email weshare@4lpi.com. We thank you for your support!  

 
 

Merry Christmas 

We wish you a blessed Christmas &                          

a Happy New Year!  

Fr. Paul, Gina, Lucy, Dede, & Manuel.  

Staff of St. Denis & Our Lady of the Wayside. 
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