
 

 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside.  

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976    

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)                     

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley  

April 16th, 2023    2nd Sunday of Easter 
 
 

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Deacon Russ Wertenberg 
deaconruss@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 5 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 1 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dianawatersmasters@gmail.com 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
 
Mass Times: 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 9:30 am  
 
 
Confession Times: 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of 
the Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

Marie Kenney, Susan Nappi, LG, GRM, Carol C., J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif,  John Hunter, Anselmo 

Briones,  John Cummins,  Sandy McGinley, Jack Walsh  Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank you. 

 

St. Denis Church 
Sat. Apr.     15   5:30 pm   Jack de Regt (+) 
Sun. Apr.    16   7:30 am   Gun law reform 
                            9:30 am   For the unjustly incarcerated 
                          11:30 am   For victims of violent crime 
Mon. Apr.  17    8:00 am   Christian unity 
Tues. Apr.  18    8:00 am   For our Jewish sisters  
                                             & brothers 
Wed. Apr.  19    8:00 am   World peace 
Thurs.Apr. 20   8:00 am    Catherine Dixon (+)     
Fri.     Apr. 21   8:00 am    In thanksgiving  
                      

                                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

We Believe Gospel Reading 

The Gospels tell us that Jesus appeared to the disciples on several 
occasions after they discovered that his tomb was empty. Part of 
the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection is that he appeared to his  
disciples not as a spirit but in bodily form. The bodily form was 
not one that the disciples recognized though. In John’s Gospel, 
Mary of Magdala does not recognize that the figure standing  
before her is Jesus until he speaks to her. In Luke’s Gospel the 
disciples who meet Jesus on the road to Emmaus do not recognize 
him until he breaks bread with them. The resurrected Jesus had 
a physical presence, but the disciples couldn’t recognize Jesus 
unless he allowed them to. His resurrected body, nonetheless, 
showed the marks of his crucifixion. 

From readings such as today’s Gospel, we also see that in his  
resurrected body, Jesus seems to be free of physical constraints. 
He appears to the disciples despite the fact that the doors were 
locked. 

Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. In doing so, Jesus commissions his disciples to      
continue the work that he has begun: “As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” During the meeting, Jesus also shows the integral 
connection between forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The story of Thomas illustrates our Christian experience today: 
We are called to believe without seeing. In fact, all Christians 
after the first witnesses have been called to believe without      
seeing. Thomas’s doubt is hardly surprising; the news of Jesus’ 
appearance was incredible to the disciples who had seen him    
crucified and buried. Thomas’s human nature compelled him to 
want hard evidence that the Jesus who appeared to the disciples 
after his death was indeed the same Jesus who had been          
crucified. Thomas is given the opportunity to act on that desire. 
He is our witness that Jesus is really risen. 

Our faith is based on the witness of the Church that has preceded 
us, beginning with Thomas and the first disciples. Through     
Baptism we receive the same Holy Spirit that Jesus brought to 
the first disciples. We are among those who are “blessed” because 
we believe without having seen. 
Loyola Press “Sunday Connection”           

 Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

 Sat.  Apr.  15  4:30 pm    Jack Sullivan (+) 

Sun.  Apr.  16  9:30 am    Gun law reform 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

       

As we hear this message in today’s gospel reading, we are 

introduced to Thomas, who the evangelist makes a point of 

informing his audience is a twin.  When so many details 

are omitted from Scripture, why is this important?  Could 

it be that each one of us could identify with Thomas, a  

person who has doubts? 

When Jesus meets his followers after his Resurrection, he 

meets them with greetings of peace, despite their         

abandonment of him at the crucifixion.  Perhaps the      

human nature of Jesus had some doubts about those he 

chose to follow him, but clearly, in the aftermath of the 

Resurrection event, the transformed, resurrected Jesus 

places full trust in those whom he called to follow him and 

proclaim his message to the world.  Christ believes in them 

and Christ believes in you and me. 

Thomas, motivated by his doubts, wants to see Jesus’ 

wounds  for himself, and Jesus responds.  In his             

resurrected state, Christ carries his wounds openly,       

reminding us that as we journey towards our own          

Resurrection, we carry ours.   

We don’t need to touch the wounds of Christ because the 

wounds we experience, individually and collectively, are 
intrinsically and forever connected to the sufferings of 
Christ.  If we can embrace that Christ is truly with us in 

all our challenges, then, despite our periodic doubts, those 
tests of faith, we, too, can profess our faith in the words of 
our “twin,” “My Lord and my God!” 

Dede Waters-Masters 



FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS 

All sessions resume today, April 16 at the usual times. 

PreK-4th grades at 9:30am 

5th/6th grades at 10:30am 

We only have a few sessions left this school year, so 
please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION 

We will confirm 15 young parishioners on Saturday, 
April 22 at 11:00am. 

Please pray for them, and join the celebration! 

 

 

FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATIONS 

Please join us as the children receive the Eucharist for 
the first time on 

Sunday, April 30 at the 11:30am Mass, Saturday, 
May 6 at the 5:30pm Mass, and Sunday, May 7 at the 
9:30am Mass.  All celebrations will be at St. Denis, 
while we wait for the church at Our Lady of the Way-
side to be repaired. 

 

        Offertory Stewardship                                           Donation Corner 

Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowls 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, 

before the weekend of publication.  All announcements 

during Mass are to be scripted and approved by Dede prior 

to Masses. Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not  

appear  until the next bulletin                                                

until the next bulletin due to space-

limitations. Thank You!  

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

877 316-0260.   

July 1, 2022 to June 30th,  2023   (Goal)                                          $379,000.00  

July 1, 2022 to March, 2023 (Received so far)                                $284,966.00                   

March 2023 Sunday Offertory Collections                                       $32,510.00     

March 2023 Sunday Offertory Collections (Goal)                         $29,152.00  

Annual Appeal (Goal)                                         $91,995.00 

Annual Appeal (Received so far)      $86,409.00

                               

 

Question Of  The Week 

Storm Damage To OLW 

 

“Seeing is believing”, “prove it”, “I have my 
doubts…” How many times have I said these things? 

How can I strengthen my faith in what really matters? 

“blessed are those who have not seen but have           
believed” 

 

 

 

 Last months storm damaged  Our Lady of the Wayside, 

when a large branch fell on the roof.  Repairs on under 

way & Mass will be 

offered in the      

Rectory until        

further notice. 

Thank you for your 

patience. 

We hope the Rice Bowl program helped with your 

Praying, Fasting and Giving during Lent.  It is time to 
bring them back to the church!  Filled Rice Bowls will 

be collected in the box in the back of the church.  Or 
you can drop your donation in the collection during 

Mass anytime during Holy Week or Easter season. 

For more information or to donate                            
directly to Catholic Relief Services,                               

go to www.crsricebowl.org  

http://www.crsricebowl.org


 

Happy Easter! 

Support Your Parish! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to financially support your parish so that we can continue to provide the ministries that      

everyone relies on.  You may mail your donations to the parish office, or you may give online through 

WeShare. Go to the parish website stdenisparish.org to find the links to set                                                                 

up your donation or you may call WeShare at  800 950-9952, press 3, then                                                       

press 2 or email weshare@4lpi.com. We thank you for your support!  

 
 

 Senior Lunch 

 

Busy Parents Day Retreat Jesuit Retreat Center 

 

Do you yearn for some quiet & peace in your busy lives as  parents? 
Come away for a day on April 25th, to rest in this quiet sacred 
space, to rejuvenate in the beauty of nature & nourish your soul in 
God’s love. The day retreat will include times for prayer &           
reflection, group sharing, the sacrament of reconciliation, &     
healing service, & end with Mass. We will begin at 9 am with   
check-in & a continental breakfast & conclude by 2 pm. 
https://jrc.retreatportal.com/calendar/event?programcode=23SDY03716 

Join fellow seniors on Tuesday, April 25th, for Communion                                                       

Service and lunch at noon in the St Denis Parish hall.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijw7jLv_rTAhVI8GMKHYIGAPwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnoehill.com%2Fsanmateo%2Fnat1977000338.asp&psig=AFQjCNFoxU4S3C4UzHZqYnT_jHNQGqg4Sg&ust=1495233109463354
https://jrc.retreatportal.com/calendar/event?programcode=23SDY03716

