
 

 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside.  

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976    

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)                     

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley  

 
May 7th, 2023    5th Sunday of Easter 

 

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Deacon Russ Wertenberg 
deaconruss@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 5 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 1 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dianawatersmasters@gmail.com 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
 
Mass Times: 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 9:30 am  
 
 
Confession Times: 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of 
the Wayside 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

Marie Kenney, Susan Nappi, LG, GRM, Carol C., J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Pier Iglesias, Rosa Sharif,  John Hunter, Anselmo 

Briones,  John Cummins,  Sandy McGinley, Jack Walsh  Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank you. 

 

St. Denis Church 
Sat. May.      6   5:30 pm   For First Communicants 
Sun. May.     7   7:30 am   The Holmes Family (+) 
                            9:30 am   Peter Fulchiron (+) 
                          11:30 am   For all graduates 
Mon. May.   8    8:00 am   For teachers & aides 
Tues. May.   9    8:00 am   For those seeking shelter 
Wed. May. 10    8:00 am   The Streeter & Covolo families 
Thurs.May 11    8:00 am   In thanksgiving     
Fri.    May. 12    8:00 am   The Holmes Family (+) 
                      
                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Believe Gospel Reading 

Dear Beloved Parishioners, 
 
     As Catholics, we believe in a living God, a God that 
is truly alive.  God has been and ever will be a living 
God.  All that God loves will live as well.  Even though 
we as human beings will die eventually, God does not 
wish eternal death for anyone.  God desires that we 
live with him for all eternity. 
 
     Jesus’ words in today’s gospel passage instill in us 
tremendous hope and joy.  How can they not.  For   
Jesus promises that there is a special place in God’s 
house for each and every one of us.  Our Father is 
waiting for us to come home in his time, not ours.  
Therefore, we are called and challenged to live every 
day with faith and trust in God and Jesus.   
 
     In college, my major was Religious Studies.  I had 
the opportunity to study the major religions of the 
world.  For me, the one and only religion that is true is 
Catholicism because Jesus is the one and only one who 
sacrificed himself for us to save us from our sins.  He 
did not have to, but he did, nevertheless.  Jesus was 
tortured and died an excruciating and humiliating 
death.  The way of the cross which Jesus carried 
brought peace to the world, and to us.  Who in human 
history has done that for anyone.  In the words of     
St. Thomas, “My Lord and my God.”  
 
God bless, Fr. Paul  
 
 

 Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

 Sat.  May.   6   4:30 pm    Jack Sullivan (+)      

                   

Sun.  May.   7   9:30 am    For all graduates 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

Today’s gospel resounds words we have all 
heard before, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life.” Today presents an opportunity for 
each one of us to reexamine just how we are 
following Jesus’ words. 

In the world of TikTok, Google, and YouTube, 
the truth is, we can readily  find affirmation 
for whatever “way,” “truth,” and “life” we 
choose to follow.  For many of us, we often  
follow our own way, our own truth, and focus 
on our own life, to the exclusion of others.   

Jesus’ way is the way of inclusive love.  Most 
of us really think this is, practically speaking, 
unattainable.  Interpreting Jesus’ teaching for 
some “other” Ideal world allows us to follow 
our own way.    It contributes to the focus on 
things Jesus never talked about and to ignore 
the fundamental commitment to love,            
inclusivity, and service that Jesus                   
modeled.  Cultural approval,  material            
success, and power are not part of the Sermon 
on the Mount. 

Dede Waters-Masters 



FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS  

All class sessions will finish for the year TODAY,  
Sunday, May 7. We have enjoyed having your children 
with us, and hope they will join us for our Liturgy of 
the Word gatherings during the 9:30am Masses       
beginning on May 21.  Join us in the garden! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU, CATECHISTS!!  

Many thanks and blessings to Ethan Radford, Baird 
Radford, Lisa Cooper, Yvonne Schmidt, Michelle 
Donatelli, Mark Leake, Yolanda Cheung and Dede 
Waters-Masters for sharing your faith with the      
children of our parish! You are a blessing to us!  

        Offertory Stewardship                                           Donation Corner 

Fr. Paul’s 30th Year In The Priesthood! 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, 

before the weekend of publication.  All announcements 

during Mass are to be scripted and approved by Dede prior 

to Masses. Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not  

appear  until the next bulletin                                                

until the next bulletin due to space-

limitations. Thank You!  

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

877 316-0260.   

July 1, 2022 to June 30th,  2023   (Goal)                                          $379,000.00  

July 1, 2022 to April, 2023 (Received so far)                                   $317,416.00                   

April 2023 Sunday Offertory Collections                                          $32,450.00     

April 2023 Sunday Offertory Collections (Goal)                         $36,440.00  

Annual Appeal (Goal)                                         $91,995.00 

Annual Appeal (Received so far)      $89,009.00

                               

 

Question Of  The Week 

Storm Damage To OLW 

 

Jesus tells me that I know the way to heaven, that     
believing in him is the way. 

Can I trust him enough to stay on his path, and not go 
my own way? 

 

 

 

 In recent months a 

storm damaged         

Our Lady of the      

Wayside, when a large 

branch fell on the roof.  

Repairs on under way.   

 

The seniors celebrated 

Fr. Paul’s 30 years as an 

ordained priest at the 

senior luncheon.  Fr. Paul 

may God bless you on 

your 30 year anniversary 



The ministry of LECTOR, a proclaimer of the Word, is essential to our liturgies!  

If you can read and are already confirmed, YOU can be a lector. 

You would receive a workbook to help you prepare, and training for public speaking. 

Being an extraordinary EUCHARISTIC  MINISTER is also essential! 

Now that we are able once again to offer the cup, we need more folks to help. 

Ministers are needed for every Mass, every weekend, but 

 especially the 11:30am Sunday Masses, and we would work  

around your schedule. If you are interested, please              

contact Janet Scholl at 650 644-8062. 

Liturgical Ministers Needed 

Support Your Parish! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to financially support your parish so that we can continue to provide the ministries that      

everyone relies on.  You may mail your donations to the parish office, or you may give online through 

WeShare. Go to the parish website stdenisparish.org to find the links to set                                                                 

up your donation or you may call WeShare at  800 950-9952, press 3, then                                                       

press 2 or email weshare@4lpi.com. We thank you for your support!  

 
 

 First Communion Celebration 

 

Water Bottles Needed 

 

We are collecting new & gently used water bottles for                                                              
CYO Campers in Occidental.  Look for the barrels in                                                                          
the back of the church.  

 

Congratulations to Harper, Jasmine, Kavita, 
James and Mateo, who received the Lord in the 
Eucharist for the first time last Sunday! More  
celebrations this weekend! 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijw7jLv_rTAhVI8GMKHYIGAPwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnoehill.com%2Fsanmateo%2Fnat1977000338.asp&psig=AFQjCNFoxU4S3C4UzHZqYnT_jHNQGqg4Sg&ust=1495233109463354

