
 

 

Saint Denis /Our Lady Of The Wayside Churches 

Brought together by Christ, we, the parish of St. Denis 

and Our Lady of the Wayside.  

respond to his call to live our Catholic faith.  

(650) 854-5976    

www.stdenisparish.org 

St. Denis Church (Parish Office)                     

2250 Avy Avenue • Menlo Park 

Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

930 Portola Road • Portola Valley  

 
June 25th, 2023   12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Paul O’Dell 
Pastor 
wpodell@aol.com 
(415) 686-9951 
 
Deacon Russ Wertenberg 
deaconruss@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 5 
 
Gina Morales 
Operations Manager 
gmorales@stdenisparish.org 
(650) 854-5976 press 1 
 
Lucy Soltau 
Director of Faith Formation 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org  
(650) 854-5976 press 3 
 
Dede Waters-Masters 
Pastoral Minister in charge of 
Liturgy and Senior Services 
dianawatersmasters@gmail.com 
(650) 854-5976 press 4 
 
 
Mass Times: 
St. Denis Church 
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
Monday-Friday: 8:00am 
 
Our Lady of the Wayside Church 
Saturday: 4:30 pm (Vigil) 
Sunday: 9:30 am  
 
 
Confession Times: 
Saturday: 4:00 pm, Our Lady of 
the Wayside 
By appointment, St. Denis 
 
Office Hours 
 M-F, 9:00 am—2:00 pm 
 



Mass Intentions 

In your charity, please pray for... 

Marie Kenney, Susan Nappi, LG, GRM, Carol C., J.M., G.G., Janice Varvelle, Pier Iglesias, John Hunter, Anselmo Briones,  John 

Cummins,  Sandy McGinley, Jack Walsh  Names will be removed monthly unless you let the office know.  Thank you. 

 

St. Denis Church 
Sat. June    24    5:30 pm   Joseph Merkert (+) 
Sun. June   25    7:30 am   The homeless                                
                  9:30 am   For parents  
                          11:30 am   The homeless 
Mon. June 26     8:00 am   For the sick 
Tues. June 27     8:00 am   National unity 
Wed. June 28     8:00 am    For the care of our planet 
Thurs. June 29   8:00 am   For those with disabilities 
Fri.   June    30   8:00 am   In thanksgiving 
                      
                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Believe Gospel Reading 

We read today’s Gospel in the context of last week’s Gospel 
in which Jesus sent the twelve disciples to proclaim the 
kingdom of heaven. In between last week’s reading and 
today’s reading, Jesus has predicted that the disciples will 
face difficulties in their mission. Many people will not     
receive them well, even within the land of Israel. Even  
family members will turn away from the disciples because 
of the disciples’ commitment to Jesus and the kingdom. 
Today’s Gospel offers the disciples consolation against this 
difficult truth. 

This section of Matthew’s Gospel should be read in the  
context of Matthew’s intended audience, a                        
Jewish-Christian community. The Gospel alludes to the 
dangers and persecutions that this community has most 
likely     already faced and will continue to face. To          
reassure this community, Matthew recalls for them the  
encouraging words of Jesus that we read today. 

In this Gospel passage, Jesus might be understood as      
putting suffering in perspective. The disciples of Jesus are 
called upon to keep their focus on God. Those who can 
harm the body do not have ultimate power; God does. Still 
persecution and suffering can not be avoided or prevented. 
But Jesus reassures his disciples that God knows and cares 
about what happens to his children. 

We might not face the same type of persecution, but we do 
experience difficulties as we endeavor to live a Christian 
life. Sometimes we let the opinions of others prevent us 
from doing what we know to be right. We need the          
reminder that what God thinks about us is more important. 
We are reassured by the promise that God cares for us and 
protects us. 
 
Loyola Press “Sunday Connection” 

 Our Lady of the Wayside Church 

  

Sat.  June 24    4:30 pm   For parents 

                        

Sun. June 25    9:30 am   Nanci Odishoo (+) 

                                              

 

                              

 

 

In today’s gospel, Jesus commissions 
his  apostles to go forth, proclaiming his 
teachings openly and without reservations.  
Jesus is fully aware of the obstacles these    
followers will face in carrying  out his       
mandate. 

Jesus reminds these first believers that He will 
be with them.  Jesus’ followers are taught that 
our loving God is intimately aware of who 
they are down to the hairs on their 
heads.    Jesus is sending the Apostles out 
armed with the power of his authority. 

Jesus encourages his followers to put their 
trust in his word, and then in his friendship. 
Reminding them that his Father’s love is as 
tender and all -encompassing as that for a tiny 
sparrow.  God’s spirit will be with them,      
despite the persecution they will inevitably  
encounter. 

The bottom line seems to be that, despite the 
ups and downs of life, Jesus has our backs. 

Dede Waters-Masters 



FAITH FORMATION  

The calendar and registration form for the 2023-2024 
school year is now on the parish website at 
www.stdenisparish.org  Just click on the Faith       
Formation tab for all the schedules and forms.      
Looking forward to a new year of sharing faith!! 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW THIS YEAR!! 

Our elementary grades PreK to 6th will meet Sunday 
mornings at 9:00am beginning September 24.  The 
Confirmation group, grades 7, 8 and above, will meet 
on selected Sundays beginning with Mass at 11:30am.  
PARENTS! Please join us for an informal gathering 
each Sunday at 9:00am, before Mass.  

Please check the complete calendar and schedules for 
each grade on our parish website 
www.stdenisparish.org or contact Lucy Soltau at 
lsoltau@stdenisparish.org with questions. 

 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN 

During the 9:30am Sunday Mass all summer long, we 
invite the children into the garden at St. Denis to listen 
to and talk about the Sunday readings.  It’s very     
casual, and no registration is required.  Just join us in 
the garden! 
 

        Offertory Stewardship                                            

Knit & Pray 

 

Faith Formation News 

 

 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Deadline for bulletin articles is Tuesday before noon, 

before the weekend of publication.  All announcements 

during Mass are to be scripted and approved by Dede prior 

to Masses. Contact her at dedewm@pacbell.net 

NOTE: Announcement may not  

appear  until the next bulletin                                                

until the next bulletin due to space-

limitations. Thank You!  

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  

Online Giving is available for parishioners with WeShare, an easy 

and convenient way to save time and support the church. Donating is 

simple, safe, and completely secure. If you would like to enroll in 

Online Giving, please visit our website stdenisparish.org, and follow 

the links.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program 

or would like help setting up your account, please call WeShare at 

877 316-0260.   

July 1, 2022 to June 30th,  2023   (Goal)                                          $379,000.00  

July 1, 2022 to May, 2023 (Received so far)                                    $352,357.00                   

May 2023 Sunday Offertory Collections                                           $34,941.00     

May 2023 Sunday Offertory Collections (Goal)                         $29,152.00                                                                          

Annual Appeal (Goal)                                         $91,995.00 

Annual Appeal (Reached)                        $91,995.00

                               

 

Question Of  The Week 

Storm Damage To OLW 

 

Don’t be afraid!  Jesus says it over and over again! 

So, what am I afraid of? 

 

 

 

 In recent months  

a storm damaged 

Our Lady of the 

Wayside, when a 

large branch fell 

on the roof.        

Repairs on under 

way.   

 

 Knit &  Pray meets this Monday, June 26th at     
4:00 PM in St. Denis library. All are welcome! 
Bring your current projects to share with the group!  

http://www.stdenisparish.org
http://www.stdenisparish.org
mailto:lsoltau@stdenisparish.org


Bible Sharing Program For Incarcerated Youth 

Support Your Parish! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Financially supporting your parish helps us continue to                                                                                        

provide the ministries that everyone relies on. You may 

mail your donations to the parish office, or you may give 

online through WeShare Egiving. Simply use the QR 

Codes, or go to our website stdenisparish.org to find the 

links to set up your donation. If you need assistance call 

WeShare 877 316-0260. We thank you for your support! 

 

St. Denis QR Code                               OLW  QR Code 

       


