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UPDATE 
 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time ♦ June 27, 2021 
 

Sunday Masses: Vigil on Saturday @ 4:00 p.m. Sunday @ 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
Daily Masses: Monday-Friday: 6:15 and 9:00 a.m. 

Confessions: Saturday: 2:30-3:30, anytime by appointment 
 

Scripture Insights 
“God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in the destruction of the living.” How powerfully 
this divine purpose is illustrated in the two stories in today’s Gospel. Illness and death—both are 
rendered impotent by the touch of Jesus. In the Gospel, Mark frames the story of the woman who 
was sick for twelve years with the story of Jairus’ daughter, a twelve-year-old child on the point 
of death. The woman had suffered as long as the child had lived. At the word and touch of Jesus 
both were healed. Today’s psalm captures the joy of those Jesus healed: “I will praise you, LORD, 
for you have rescued me…You changed my mourning into dancing; O LORD, my God, forever 
will I give you thanks.” May we, this day, seek the power of Jesus’ touch for whatever is in need 
of healing. Then we too will rejoice and give praise.  
 

Points of Interest 
The Archdiocesan Golden Wedding Anniversary Celebration will take place here today, 
Sunday, at 3:00 p.m.  
 

As of July 1st our Eucharistic Ministers will no longer wear masks while distributing Holy 
Communion. However, they will sanitize their hands before distributing Holy Communion. 
 

The Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments stipulated a change in 
wording to the concluding doxology of orations in the Roman Missal, from "one God, for ever 
and ever" to "God, for ever and ever."  
 

Coffee & Doughnuts after the 7:30 & 9:00 a.m. Masses on Sunday, July 4th  
 

Baptized in the Spirit: Cersei Lyn Cavataio, child of Austin Cavataio and Persephone Pineda 
                                     Drake James Montegut, child of Evan & Chelsea Montegut 
 

The Victory Bells of the National World War II Museum will be performing at St. Francis 
Xavier Church, Sunday, July 4, 2021 – 2:30 PM. Admission is Free.  
 

St. Francis Xavier Church to host Visit of International Fatima Statue July 21  
St. Francis Xavier Church, 444 Metairie Road, Metairie will host a Day of Prayer & Healing 
during the Visit of the International Pilgrim Statue of Fatima on Wednesday, July 21. The statue 
– designed according the description of Fatima visionary St. Lucia – has been traveling the world 
since 1947. Many favors, including cures and conversions, are associated with the image. The 
Day of Prayer will include Talks by the Statue’s Curator, Recitation of the Rosary, Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, and Mass with Sacramental Anointing of the Sick & Prayer for Healing. 
Call 504-834-0340 for additional information. All are invited.  



An Invitation to an Evening of Information 
 

If you are interested in knowing more about the Catholic Faith, you are invited to attend  
an Evening of Information hosted by parishioners of St. Philip Neri Church.  

Have your questions answered  
and meet others who are also interested in the Catholic Faith. 

 

This special Evening will be at 7:00 PM  
in the Conference Room of the Parishioners Center  

on the grounds of St. Philip Neri Church  
on Wednesday, August 25, 2021. 

 
At the Savior’s Command . . . 

At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 
 

Each of these three short lines of the invitation to pray the Our Father carries a different idea. 
How much can be packed in a few words! 
 

Formed by divine teaching: The words of the Our Father are made concrete in the very Life 
and being of the Word made Flesh. Jesus showed us how to make holy God’s name by showing 
us how to pray often. He showed us how to do the Father’s will by being ever obedient—even 
when his fidelity led to suffering and death on the cross. He showed us how to nourish others and 
ourselves by often being at meals, by multiplying the loaves and fish for the hungry crowd, by 
giving us his Body and Blood as our heavenly food. He showed us how to heal and forgive, even 
his executioners. More than this, Jesus’ life forms us in a way of life. The whole Gospel shows 
us that what God wills for us is fullness of Life. Our destiny is to be with our Father in heaven. 
Jesus taught us well. Let us learn well.  
 

First Martyrs of the Church of Rome’s  
Feast Day, Wednesday, June 10th  

There were Christians in Rome within a dozen or so years after the death of Jesus, though they 
were not the converts of the “Apostle of the Gentiles.” Paul had not yet visited them at the time 
he wrote his great letter in 57-58 A.D. There was a large Jewish population in Rome. Probably as 
a result of controversy between Jews and Jewish Christians, the Emperor Claudius expelled all 
Jews from Rome in 49-50 A.D. Suetonius the historian says that the expulsion was due to 
disturbances in the city “caused by the certain Chrestus” [Christ]. Perhaps many came back after 
Claudius’ death in 54 A.D. Paul’s letter was addressed to a Church with members from Jewish 
and Gentile backgrounds. 
 

In July of 64 A.D., more than half of Rome was destroyed by fire. Rumor blamed the tragedy on 
Nero, who wanted to enlarge his palace. He shifted the blame by accusing the Christians. 
According to the historian Tacitus, many Christians were put to death because of their “hatred of 
the human race.” Peter and Paul were probably among the victims. Threatened by an army revolt 
and condemned to death by the senate, Nero committed suicide in 68 A.D. at the age of 31. 

 
This Week’s Scripture Readings: June 28th-July 4th 

Monday: Genesis 18:16-33; Matt 8:18-22 
Tue: Acts 12:1-11; 2 Tm 4:-18: Mt 16:13-19 
Wed: Genesis 21:5, 8-21a; Matt 8:28-34 
 

Thurs: Genesis 22:1b-19; Matt 9:1-8 
Fri: Gn 23:1-4, 19, 24:1-8, 62-67; Mt 9:9-13 
Saturday: Ephesians 2:19-22; Jn 20:24-29   

Sunday: Ezekiel 2:2-5; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; Mark 6:1-6a 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  


