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Part of my ministry as Pastoral Minister for the West Middlesex Catholic Family of Parishes is to meet with 
families who have lost a loved one and arrange the liturgy with them for the Celebration of Life.  To be part of 
this ministry brings many graces to my personal life.  These experiences also give me much to think about, 
particularly how I will embrace death when my time comes. 

In today’s Gospel reading, some Greeks “wish to see Jesus.”  Not only do they get to meet Jesus, but he gives 
them a lesson on how to prepare for eternal life by bearing fruit in their earthly life.  Jesus tells them “very truly, 
I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit.” 

Jesus is that grain of wheat.  He is the single grain that now bears much fruit.  He offered his life for us and 
became life—giving bread for all of us. Remember, you are what you eat!  As we consume this life giving bread, 
we carry Christ within us!  This is how we live out our discipleship as followers of Christ. Our faith is not a 
spectator sport, we must participate in it! 

The grain of wheat, which is us, must die to self to be transformed into something better—something bearing 
fruit.  Just as the outer casing of the seed dies to allow the grain to sprout and grow, so too do we need to let go 
of our outer self, our shell that we hide within in order to avoid change.  What things do you need to let go of?  
Addictions or perhaps harmful attitudes?  

Change is hard, very hard when we are trying to reform and form ourselves.  But, in order to see Jesus face to 
face, this is what we must do.  We are not here on earth for our life, this is not the important part.  Our focus 
should be working towards eternal life. Eternal life is everlasting! 

As I look back over my life for the past ten years, I can see that I am not the same person now as I was then.  My 
relationship with Jesus has grown, my desire to serve my community has led me to pastoral ministry, and as I 
age, I can’t help but think about death.  I so long to see Jesus face to face but what about the journey I must  
take  to get there?  

Yes, there is sadness in death for those of us who are left behind.  In a way, I feel somewhat envious of those 
who have gone on to receive their heavenly reward.  They have “fought the good fight” as Saint Paul says, “I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 

As we get closer to  Holy Week, we are reminded that death is the gateway to eternal life with Jesus.  Let’s 
remember, when we avoid death we avoid life!  Jesus draws all people to himself.  We will share in the 
resurrection! Do not remain but a single grain, live a life bearing good fruit! 

        Reflection by Julie de Gouw, Pastoral Minister 



News for all parishioners …. 
ALL PERSONS ENTERING OR 
REMAINING IN ENCLOSED PUBLIC 
SPACES SHALL WEAR A MASK OR 
FACE-COVERING WHICH COVERS 
THE NOSE, MOUTH AND CHIN, AT 
ALL TIMES. 

 
 

Mass Intentions 
 
 
 

All Saints Church Site  
Thursday, March 25 –  
6:00pm Stations of the Cross in Portuguese  followed by 6:30pm 
Mass (English/Portuguese) 
Pais e Sogros de Deolinda e Agostinho Pereira    
Manuel Paiva - Ofélia Paiva     
Serafim Salgado - Teresa & Family     
Maria Jose Melo - Alzira Catojo     
Natividade Pestana - Alzira Catojo     
Hermitério Santos e restante de família - Isabel Santos  
        
Friday, March 26– 9:00am Mass 
Followed by Stations of the Cross 

Clasien & Greg Groenewegen - John Groenewegen   
Chris Howe, Barry & Gene Donohue - Fran Donohue   
Jose & Leonor Martins - Fátima Luis     
Jan Van Gorp - Katie Van Geffen     
Joshua & Amber Pereira - Luis & Flávia Ponte    
Gail MacKay - Ron Timmers     
         
Sacred Heart, Parkhill Church site  
Friday, March 26– 9:00am Mass 
Followed by Stations of the Cross 
Living and Deceased members of Sacred Heart Parkhill CWL  
Theresa Schenning 
  

St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe Church site 
Friday, March 26 – 9:00am Mass 
Followed by Stations of the Cross 
Anna Kustermans - Brian and Joanna Simpson 
Joe Babcock - Rich & M.L. DePelsmaeker 
Whitney Joers - Brian and Joanna Simpson  

New Protocol for All Masses 

All weekday and weekend Masses are now on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.  That being said, 
please ensure that you arrive early for 
registration and seating.  At the point where 
there are no seats available, the doors will be 
closed and no additional people will be allowed 
in.  Thank you for patience and understanding 
as we navigate this new procedure. 

      REMINDER 

Check the website for links to 

register for First Reconciliation 

and First Communion.  

Private Prayer Time 

All Saints Church site will be open for set times on 
Tuesday to Friday, for private prayer.   Limited to 10 
people total in the church at a time.  Masks must be worn 
at all times in the building. 

Fr. Steve will be present during this time and available,  by 
appointment, for Confession.  The church will be open on 
a first-come, first-serve basis.   

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 2:00pm-3:00pm 

Wednesday 5:00pm-6:00pm 

 

Check out our website or 

contact Fr. Thom directly at 519

-245-0644 ext. 22 for 

information with respect to 

Confirmation 2021. 

 

Looking for a great new Cookbook? 

The parent council from Our Lady of Lourdes School will 
be selling cookbooks, and accepting orders starting this 
Sunday, March 14th until Sunday March 28th.  

To order a book, e-transfer $20 to this email address: 
ololcookbook21@gmail.com, Make sure you include your 
name and how you would like to be contacted.  Any 
questions can be emailed to that address. We will be 
happy to help! The cookbooks are scheduled to arrive for 
Mother's Day, so they can be used as gifts.  

Due to the Covid Protocols from the Diocese of 

London, there will not be a Day of Confessions 

this year.  Please call the office to arrange 

Reconciliation with one of our priests . 

mailto:ololcookbook21@gmail.com


Pastoral Team/ Staff 

Fr. Thom Blondin, Pastor ex. 22 

Fr. David Johnston, Associate Pastor ex. 23 

Fr. Steve Eckert, Associate Pastor ex. 25 

Deacon Henry Tomaszewski 

Julie de Gouw, Pastoral Minister  ex. 26 

Olga Ferreira, Office Administrator  ex. 21 

Anna Garcia, Secretary  ex. 0 

Marg VanderBurgt, Secretary  ex. 24 
 

  *personal emails can be found on the website 

     WEBSITE: westmiddlesexcatholic.dol.ca 

All Saints, Strathroy 

Email:  allsaints@dol.ca 
 

Sacred Heart, Delaware 

Email: sacredheart@dol.ca 
 

Sacred Heart, Parkhill 

Email:  shparkhill@dol.ca  
 

St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe 

Email:  sacredheart@dol.ca 
 

Office Hours 

Office is closed.  Phone messages are being picked up. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession) 

By appointment.  Please call the office. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  

Congratulations!  Please call Julie to make arrangements at 

519-245-0644 ext 26. 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Congratulations!  Please call the 

office to make an appointment.   

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  

WEST MIDDLESEX CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES                       

All Saints, Strathroy                                   Saturday 5:00 pm 

                                                       Sunday 8:00 am/10:00 am 

Sacred Heart, Delaware  

(At All Saints church site—April 11, May 9)  
 

Sacred Heart, Parkhill                                Saturday 5:00 pm 

                                                                         Sunday 9:00 am 

St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe                       Sunday 9:00 am 

 

Share Love, Share Lent: Keeping Canadians committed. 

Did you know that advocacy by Development and Peace 

members resulted in several schools, parishes and 

municipal offices across Canada giving up bottled water? 

Join our Share Love, Share Lent campaign to celebrate the 

many ways in which Canadian Catholics show that they 

care for social, economic and environmental justice 

To help make a difference, get your MP to commit to 

building back better from the pandemic. 

Visit devp.org/lent to learn more. 

We will be collecting donations  again 

this year to help offset the cost of 

Easter flowers in each of our parishes.  

Please send an envelope with the name 

of your loved one clearly written on the 

outside.  All names will be posted on 

the West Middlesex Catholic Family of 

Parish website, in the Virtual “In 

Memory” Book.  We thank you in 

advance for your continued generosity. 

If you wish to receive the weekly bulletin 

sent directly to your inbox, or to get any 

last minute updates or changes 

happening across our parishes, please 

email the office at allsaints@dol.ca and 

ask to be put on our list for Flocknotes. 

Let us know your name, email and which parish you 

belong to.  It’s that easy!  Never miss another bulletin 

or update again. 

https://devp.org/lent

