
 

Palm Sunday 

March 28, 2021  

Passion (Palm) Sunday March 28, 2021 

While sitting in my corner office at Sacred Heart Parkhill, I had a really hard time visualising how the family of 
parishes plan would work.  I could not yet see  how I was going to fit into this new way of being a family.  We are 
just past the six month mark of becoming an active Family of Parishes. The past six months have flown by. I am 
grateful to have had many new experiences, meet new people, and  learn many new things.  Through it all, I 
have had to let go of the familiar, take on new challenges, see things from a different angle while trusting in 
God’s plan for me and embrace change. 
 

Today, we hear the Passion of Our Lord according to Mark.  Many changes are to come and the disciples struggle 
to let go of the old and embrace the new.  The disciples are upset by change.  The woman with the oil, who came 
to anoint Jesus, was scolded by the disciples for wasting the expensive oil in this way. They do not know she has 
anointed the body of Jesus for its burial. 
 

The disciples ask Jesus where they should go to prepare the Passover meal for him. How strange the instructions 
must have seemed to them, to find a man carrying a jar of water, when this was not something done by men but 
by women.  Then to follow this man, and ask the owner of the house for the guest room.  Everything was just as 
Jesus said it would be.  Do you think the disciples were surprised by this?   
 

In Wednesday’s reflection in the Lenten Companion by Father Mark Toups, he tells us, “We cannot manufacture 
our own spiritual growth.  We can simply cooperate with God, who always takes the initiative.  We just need to 
put ourselves in a position where we are most receptive to how God wants to bless us. We can be relentlessly 
honest and courageous enough to be vulnerable to the movement of God in our lives.  While we can do many 
things, in the end our spiritual growth is the result of God’s initiative.” 
 

Jesus is preparing the disciples for his death.  The disciples are not ready for what is to come.  Are we ready to 
embrace the risen Lord?  Are we vulnerable to the movement of God in our lives?  As Father Mark tells us, we 
need to be receptive to how God wants to bless us.   
 

As I reflect, the word “trust” keeps coming to mind.  Jesus trusted his Father.  After Jesus was gone, the disciples 
learned to trust in what he taught them.   For us, to trust in God is not so easy.  To let go of what we want for 
ourselves and truly and completely give all over to Jesus requires a giant leap of faith.  Are you ready to take that 
step?  As we enter  Holy Week, be alert, be receptive to what God wants for you. Prepare to embrace change! 
 

Reflection by Julie de Gouw, Pastoral Minister 



News for all parishioners …. 
ALL PERSONS ENTERING OR 
REMAINING IN ENCLOSED PUBLIC 
SPACES SHALL WEAR A MASK OR 
FACE-COVERING WHICH COVERS 
THE NOSE, MOUTH AND CHIN, AT 
ALL TIMES. 

New Protocol for All Masses 

All weekday and weekend Masses are now on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.  That being said, 
please ensure that you arrive early for 
registration and seating.  At the point where 
there are no seats available, the doors will be 
closed and no additional people will be allowed 
in.  Thank you for patience and understanding 
as we navigate this new procedure. 

We will be collecting 

donations  again this year to 

help offset the cost of Easter 

flowers in each of our 

parishes.  Please send an 

envelope with the name of 

your loved one clearly 

written on the outside.  All 

names will be posted on the 

West Middlesex Catholic Family of Parish 

website, in the Virtual “In Memory” Book.  We 

thank you in advance for your continued 

generosity. 

What is Palm Sunday? 
 

Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy 

Week, and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in 

Jerusalem, days before he was crucified. 
 

Palm Sunday is known as such because the faithful will often 

receive palm fronds which they use to participate in the 

reenactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem. In the Gospels, Jesus 

entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to the lavish praise 

of the townspeople who threw clothes, or possibly palms or small 

branches, in front of him as a sign of homage. This was a 

customary practice for people of great respect. 
 

Palm branches are widely recognized symbol of peace and victory, 

hence their preferred use on Palm Sunday. 
 

The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it 

represents the humble arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to 

arriving on a steed in war. 
 

A week later, Christ would rise from the dead on the first Easter. 



Pastoral Team/ Staff 

Fr. Thom Blondin, Pastor ex. 22 

Fr. David Johnston, Associate Pastor ex. 23 

Fr. Steve Eckert, Associate Pastor ex. 25 

Deacon Henry Tomaszewski 

Julie de Gouw, Pastoral Minister  ex. 26 

Olga Ferreira, Office Administrator  ex. 21 

Anna Garcia, Secretary  ex. 0 

Marg VanderBurgt, Secretary  ex. 24 
 

  *personal emails can be found on the website 

     WEBSITE: westmiddlesexcatholic.dol.ca 

All Saints, Strathroy 

Email:  allsaints@dol.ca 
 

Sacred Heart, Delaware 

Email: sacredheart@dol.ca 
 

Sacred Heart, Parkhill 

Email:  shparkhill@dol.ca  
 

St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe 

Email:  sacredheart@dol.ca 
 

Office Hours 

Office is closed.  Phone messages are being picked up. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession) 

By appointment.  Please call the office. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  

Congratulations!  Please call Julie to make arrangements at 

519-245-0644 ext 26. 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Congratulations!  Please call the 

office to make an appointment.   

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  

WEST MIDDLESEX CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES                       

All Saints, Strathroy                                   Saturday 5:00 pm 

                                                       Sunday 8:00 am/10:00 am 

Sacred Heart, Delaware  

(At All Saints church site—April 11, May 9)  
 

Sacred Heart, Parkhill                                Saturday 5:00 pm 

                                                                         Sunday 9:00 am 

St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe                       Sunday 9:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share Love, Share Lent: Paschal progression. 

Did you know that Development and Peace has 
organized a Lenten campaign every year since 1968? 

Keeping up with the tradition, this year’s campaign, 
Share Love, Share Lent, invites you to a final week of 
family fun, communal reflection, global solidarity and 
prayer. 

Don’t miss our special campaign Way of the Cross! 

Catch the details and contribute at devp.org/lent. 

Social Media 

Just a reminder to find and follow us on our social media platforms.  We are on 

Facebook and Instagram, as well as YouTube, just search for West Middlesex Catholic. 

There are a lot of plans for the future of these platforms to make them more a 

interactive place where we can chat and be social, and when things open up and we are 

able to meet again in person there will be more pictures and fun, but in the meantime 

you can follow and see what is going on in our Parishes, and it will alert you to new 

content to check out on the website.  Tell your kids and grandkids to follow us on  

Instagram, it will help them to keep up with what is going on in the parishes.  We're  

planning some fun content for them as well. 

https://devp.org/lent

