
  

 

March 27, 2022 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

Please keep in your prayers …. 

 That all the faithful embracing the way of 
synodality discern the gentle movements of the 
Spirit 

 That elected officials seeking the ways of peace and justice 
be strengthen in their mission 

 That those labouring under Covid-19 in the developing 
world experience an equitable sharing of the world’s 
resources 

 That this community striving to embrace the gospel 
radiate the light of Christ to all in need 

 That those longing for a place of rest, might find their 
repose in the embrace of the Good Shepherd 

 Rev. Arockiadoss Velanganni O.F.M. Cap., Rev John Shart, 
Rev. Pierre Wood O.F.M. Cap., Rev Donald Pumputis, Rev. 
Danny Santos, Rev. Hoang Nguyen O.F.M. Cap., Deacon 
Andrew Alway 

“If you are humble nothing will 
touch you, neither praise nor 
disgrace, because you know 
what you are.”                       
   Mother Teresa 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to 
complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats 
with them.” 
 

So to them, Jesus addressed this parable: 
“A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his 
father, ‘Father give me the share of your estate that 
should come to me.’ So the father divided the property 
between them. 
 

After a few days, the younger son collected all his 
belongings and set off to a distant country where he 
squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. 
 
 

When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine 
struck that country, and he found himself in dire need. 
So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens who 
sent him to his farm to tend the swine. 
 

And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the 
swine fed, but nobody gave him any. 
 

Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired workers have more than enough food to 
eat, but here am I, dying from hunger. 
 

I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as 
you would treat one of your hired workers.”’ 
celebrate with a feast, 



This week at a glance …. 

 First Holy Communion dates can now be booked.  Please fill out 
form on our website.  Any questions, email or call Julie de Gouw 
for more information. 

 Calling all those in the Nursing Home visit ministry.  We will  
have a meeting on Wednesday, March 30, at 9:30am, after  
morning  Mass at the All Saints church site.  New members are 
welcome to join in. 

 Children’s Liturgy—we are in need of helpers at all church sites, 
and leaders as well at All Saints church site. No previous 
experience is required and training will be provided to you.  See 
more info in bulletin. 

 Time of Remembrance Prayer Service on April 10th.  Read more 
in the bulletin. 

 Share Lent donation envelopes available at the back of all the 
church site.  Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 Please make sure you read the bulletin carefully each week, as we 
are trying to reduce the number of announcements at Mass.  If 
there is anything new coming up, the bulletin and website are the 
places to find all this information. 

News for all parishioners …. 

LENT 
Ash Wednesday (March 2) marks the beginning of Lent for 
Christians throughout the world. Lent is the penitential season 
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving from Ash Wednesday through 
Holy Thursday, in preparation for Easter. It is also the time for 
catechumens – those who have not been fully received into the 
Catholic Church – to prepare for the sacraments of initiation 
including Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. The 40-
day period of Lent culminates in Holy Week. 

Holy Thursday is April 14; Good Friday is April 15 and Easter 
is April 16 & 17 

All Saints CWL News 

Ladies, we are able to meet again!  We extend a 

warm welcome to anyone from the Sacred Heart 

Delaware CWL who would like to attend.  

Please mark your calendars for April 4 at 10:00 am for our 

General Meeting.  It will be a busy one! 

Also, look up your crockpots and recipes for meatless soup 

lunch.  We will be serving this on Good Friday. 

Executive meeting will be on Monday, March 28 at 10:00 am.  

Hope to see you all there. 

 

World Youth Day 2023 is in Lisbon, Portugal! There will be an information 

meeting at 7:00pm on Sunday March 27th in the All Saints Parish Centre. 

All those interested are invited to attend… Adults (potential organizers &/or 

chaperones), parents & youth, and any parishioners who might like to be 

involved! WYD is an international event for Catholic youth, geared to those 

aged 16-35. 

Easter Flower Donations 

We will be collecting donations 

again this year to help offset 

the cost of Easter flowers in 

each of our parishes.  

Please send an envelope with 

the name of your loved one 

clearly written on the outside 

and your name or envelope number.  All names 

will be posted on the West Middlesex Catholic 

Family of Parish website on Easter Weekend.   

We thank you in advance for your continued 

generosity.  



All Saints, Strathroy  
Week of March 29– April 1  
 

 

Tue Mar 29, 6:00pm Stations of the Cross / 
6:30pm Mass  
Special Intention for Fr. Steve Eckert  

   - Anne & Brian Jones  

Fred Overdulve - Maria Arnold  

Ben VanHoof - Maria Arnold  

Mark Drinkwater - Larry & Rox-Ann Thibert  

Armenia Dutra - Laudalina Moniz & Family  
 

Wed Mar 30, 9:00am Mass  

Delfim Desa – Family  

Lily Bini - Stanley Lunan  
 

Thu Mar 31, Via Sacra 6:00pm / 6:30pm Mass  

Almas do Purgatorio - Margarida Milhomens  

Joe Faria - Connie Jesus  

Pais e Sogros de Maria e Armando Botelho  
 

Fri Apr 1, 9:00am Mass followed by Adoration  

Laurindo Carvalho & Souls of Purgatory - Amelia Carvalho 
John Hartman - Anne & Brian Jones  

Sheila Moir - Jim & Margaret Adams  

For all Souls in Purgatory - Maria Gabriel  

News for all parishioners …. 
Sacred Heart, Parkhill 
Week of March 29—April 1 
 

Tue Mar 29, 6:00pm Mass / 
6:30pm Stations of the Cross 

Herman Szelaskot Family  

            - Konrad Scheib 

Jack Johnson  

            - Bornish St. Columba's Cemetery Board 
 

Thu Mar 31, 9:00am Mass /  

9:30am Stations of the Cross 

Monika & Kiter Schmidt & Family - Konrad 
Scheib 
 

Fri Apr 1, 9:00am Mass followed by 
Adoration 

For all Souls in Purgatory 
 

St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe 
Week of March 29—April 1  
 

Wed Mar 30, 5:45pm Stations of 
the Cross / 6:30pm Mass 

Albert Matthys - Loretta & Family 

Tom Lasseline - Rich & ML Deplesmaeker 

Manuel & Jesuvina Antunes – Antunes Family 

Standing up to corporate power in Honduras 
 

The People and Planet First campaign is about 
helping communities stand up to corporate 
power. 
 

In Honduras, as in much of the Global South, 
corporations often threaten and criminalize 
activists who speak up against their abuses. 
The Lenca Indigenous leader Víctor Vásquez 
was imprisoned for fighting the corporate 
takeover of his people’s ancestral territory. 
Development and Peace’s partner, the 
Honduran Centre for the Promotion of 
Community Development (CEHPRODEC), 
helped free him from jail. 
 

Another partner, Caritas Choluteca, trains and accompanies 
community leaders in advocating for policies that respect human 
rights and the environment. Recently, they got mayoral election 
candidates to undertake to declare the 
municipality of Orocuina a mining-free 
zone if elected. 
Read more about these people’s victories 
in our Mini-magazine at devp.org/lent/
resources. 

Synodal Process - is happening in our family of parishes.  
 

Please sign up for one of the four sessions to have your voice heard in this important global process.  

  

Sign up form can be found on the website.  If you are unable to sign up online, contact one of the 
following Julia Armstrong, Caroline Dupuis, Martin Dupuis, Danielle Lima or call the office.  
 

There is lots of information on our website about the Synod!  Check it out!  

Good Friday Soup 
Lunch 

 

There will be a meatless 
soup served after the  
11:00am Liturgy on Good 
Friday, at All Saints church 

site.  Proceeds will be donated to L’Arche 
and St. Joseph’s Hospice.  Please drop off 
donations of soup prior to Mass. 
 

There will also be a meatless soup 
served after the 3:00pm Liturgy on Good 
Friday at St. Charles Garnier church site.  
Proceeds will be donated to St Vincent de 
Paul, Glencoe. 
 

Free will offerings are greatly 
appreciated at both of these events. 



Weekly Reflection  
 
 

4th Sunday of Lent March 27, 2022 
 

One of my favourite books is “The Return of the Prodigal Son” by Henri Nouwen.  Nouwen divides the 
contents of the book into three parts, Part 1: The Younger Son, Part 2: The Elder Son and part 3: The 
Father.  The book is based on Henri Nouwen’s impression of the famous painting, “Prodigal Son”, by 
Rembrandt, after a visit to the Hermitage art museum in Saint Petersburg, Russia, where the painting is on 
display.  Nouwen was afforded the luxury of spending many hours studying the painting, which is 
absolutely huge, being eight and a half feet tall and six and a half feet wide.  
  

For many years of my life, I focused on the son in the scripture reading, “The Prodigal Son.”  Nouwen’s 
book helped me to better understand the Son but also the Elder Son and the Father and to actually see 
myself as each of the three persons mentioned in the parable.  
 

There are times, that I have seen myself as the son; when I have been brash and impulsive with a “don’t tell 
me what to do” attitude.  There are times when I have felt like the older brother; envious and jealous with a 
“poor me or why me” attitude.  There are times when I am like the Father; with open arms, ready to 
forgive, ready to be filled with love.  As parents, we know that sometimes, when our kids leave home, we 
can’t be there to protect them from bad choices or from the resulting pain.  However, it is our love for our 
kids that allows us to let them go and make their own decisions and way in the world.  
 

For First Reconciliation preparation with kids, I use a video that has a story told in a way, kids can 
understand the Father’s love for them.  The story is about a boy who steals a ball but then, when questioned 
by his parents, denies it.  The boy gets caught in his lie and runs and hides underneath the blankets in his 
parents' bed.  The father still found him, after all, how can you hide in a bed without being noticed.  The 
father uncovers his now very sweaty son, scoops him up in his arms and tells him, “There is nothing you 
can do to make me love you less.”  
 

Jesus says this to us too, “There is nothing you can do to make me love you less.”  Lent is a time to take 
this to heart.  There really is nothing you can do to make the Father love you less.  Do not compare yourself 
to others the way the elder brother compared himself to his brother, the prodigal son.  God’s love is 
infinitely good and equal for all and wants us all to share in it!  
 

As I read the scripture over again, I have come to realize, by far the hardest thing to do, is be like the 
Father.  As Henri Nouwen says, “here lies hidden the great call to conversion: to look not with the eyes of 
my own low self-esteem, but with the eyes of God’s love.  As long as I keep looking at God as a 
landowner, as a father who wants to get the most out of me for the least cost, I cannot but become jealous, 
bitter, and resentful toward my fellow workers or my brothers and sisters.  But if I am able to look at the 
world with the eyes of God’s love and discover that God’s vision is not that of a stereotypical landowner or 
patriarch but rather that of an all-giving and forgiving father who does not measure out his love to his 
children according to how well they behave, then I quickly see that my only true response can be deep 
gratitude.”  Yes, there is nothing I can do to make God love me less! 
 

Reflection by Julie de Gouw, Pastoral Minister 



Pastoral Team/ Staff     office:519-245-0644 

Fr. Thom Blondin, Pastor ex. 22 

Fr. David Johnston, Associate Pastor ex. 23 

Deacon Henry Tomaszewski 

Julie de Gouw, Pastoral Minister  ex. 26 

Olga Ferreira, Office Administrator  ex. 21 

Anna Garcia, Secretary  ex. 0 

Marg VanderBurgt, Secretary  ex. 24 
 

  *personal emails can be found on the website 

     WEBSITE: westmiddlesexcatholic.dol.ca 
 

All Saints, Strathroy 

Email:  allsaints@dol.ca 
 

Sacred Heart, Delaware 

Email: sacredheart@dol.ca 
 

Sacred Heart, Parkhill 

Email:  shparkhill@dol.ca  
 

St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe 

Email:  sacredheart@dol.ca 
 

Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 9-4 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: (Confession) 

4:00—4:45pm Saturday at All Saints church site 

4:00—4:45pm Saturday at Sacred Heart Parkhill church site 

5:45—6:15pm Wednesdays at St. Charles Garnier church site 

Also by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  

Congratulations!  Please call Julie to make arrangements at 

519-245-0644 ext 26 or send an email to jdegouw@dol.ca. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Congratulations!  Please call the 

office to make an appointment.   

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  
WEST MIDDLESEX CATHOLIC FAMILY OF PARISHES  

                       

All Saints, Strathroy                                   Saturday 5:00 pm 
                                                       Sunday 8:00 am/11:00 am 

   * 11:00 am will be livestreamed each week 
                

Sacred Heart, Parkhill                                Saturday 5:00 pm 
                                                                       Sunday 10:00 am 

 

St. Charles Garnier, Glencoe                       Sunday 9:00 am
  

A Child’s note to God 
 

Dear God, 

Why is Sunday school 
on Sunday?  I thought  it 
was supposed to be our 
day of rest?   Tommy 

Along with our regular items of Food Cards 
and Leo’s Linens, the St. Vincent de Paul 
Committee will be collecting Feminine 
Hygiene products to be given out to those in 
need.  

We are asking for donations of Feminine Hygiene 
products which will be collected in a pink box located in 
the coat area across from the church doors.   

Thank you for your ongoing support. 



From the Diocese of London 
 Employment Opportunities 
• Holy Family Retreat House is seeking a 

Groundskeeper, Caretaker and Administrative 
Assistant.  

• St. Simon and St. Jude (Belle River) is seeking a 
Hall Manager – Event/Operation Coordinator.  

• Elgin Catholic Family of Parishes is seeking a Principle 
Musician. Details are available on the Diocesan website. 

  

Assumption University - 2021 Christian Culture Series Gold 
Medalist 
Assumption University is pleased to announce and congratulate 
the recipient of the 2021 Christian Culture Series Gold Medal The 
Right Honorable Michaëlle Jean. The Award presentation and 
special lecture will be live streamed on April 5, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

See their  website for link. 

Knights of Columbus Cards/Pool 

Mondays from 1:30-4pm 

in the Columbian Room  

All are welcome! 
 

Contact Frank VandenOuweland for 
information. 

Volunteers Needed for Children’s Liturgy 

We will be re-

introducing this ministry 

to all church sites.  To 

promote consistency 

across our Family of 

Parishes,  all parishes 

will have a “Children’s 

Liturgy” during Sunday 

Masses. (11:00am at All 

Saints church site).   

Fr. Thom would like to see this begin the Sunday 

after Easter, if possible.   

We are in need of helpers at all church sites, and 

leaders as well at All Saints church site. No 

previous experience is required and training will 

be provided to you.   

To sign-up please contact the parish office at 519-245

-0644.  Thank you in advance for your time. 

 Seniors Euchre 

Thursdays from 6:30pm-9pm in the 

Columbian Room - All are welcome! 

Contact Willie Hoefnagels 519-245-0896 for 

information. 

Refugee Sponsorship 

The world refugee crisis has recently been made much worse by the developments in Afghanistan and the Ukraine. 
The previously existing, African, Middle Eastern, South American, and Asian refugee populations all come under the 
normal Canadian refugee schemes, but the Government, is suggesting different and faster schemes for Afghanistan 
and the Ukraine.  This means that Canada will probably be accepting even more refugees in 2022, than the record 
number it had already planned for. 

 Because the current sponsorship, by our Family of Parishes, is largely complete, we are in a good position to take 
additional refugees with almost immediate effect. Both Father Thom and the Diocesan Director for refugees are 
fully supportive of us doing so. 

It is important to note, that whilst the Ukraine tragedy is receiving considerable publicity in Canadian and other 
Western media, we must keep in our hearts the many other suffering refugee populations around the world, who 
are equally in need of help. 

In early April the Canadian Government will be publishing additional information on sponsorship schemes including 
lists of people/families waiting for sponsors.  Once this information is available, your Refugee Sponsorship team will 
meet to discuss and decide on our next sponsorship, and we will keep you informed. 


