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But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, 
"And who is my neighbor?"( Gospel) 
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Guest reflection by John Foley, SJ 

 
 
Beloved of God 
 
If we listen carefully to the readings this Sunday, we will hear the whole Christian 
and Catholic life very gently stated—even (or especially) in this post-covid world, 
complete with Ukraine and high prices. 
 
In the First Reading Moses describes how simple God's command is. I would like to quote his words  
because they are beautiful. God’s command is not too mysterious and remote for you. It is not up in the 
sky, that you should say, ‘who will go up in the sky to get it for us and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?’ 
Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, ‘who will cross the sea to get it for us and tell us of it, that we 
may carry it out?’ Become what you were made to be.The commandment of the Lord is very near to us, 
already in our hearts and in our mouths. We have only to carry it out. 
 
But what is that commandment? In the Gospel, a lawyer is very interested in this question. He asks Jesus 
to collapse the whole law down to a single saying. Since the answer is, to quote, “not too mysterious and 
remote,” Jesus asks the lawyer what he thinks it is. The man says, by rote: 
 
You shall love the Lord, your God, 
with all your heart, 
with all your being, 
with all your strength, 
and with all your mind, 
and your neighbor as yourself. 
 
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus says. “Do this and you will live.” But the man wants specifics. He is 
digging. He asks, who is my neighbor? 
 
What would be your answer to this question, which seems to be the crux of the matter? Take your time. 
For his part, Jesus is trying to get the man (and you?) to find a simple answer without being handed one. 
As before, Jesus does not respond directly, but this time gives the lawyer a parable to chew on: A man fell 
victim to robbers. They beat him terribly, took his money, and left him lying in the road, half-dead. A priest 
(an Israelite) saw this wounded man on the road and passed right by, averting his eyes. A Levite (an  
Israelite) did the same thing. Then along came a Samaritan, who theoretically should have been an  
enemy of the Israelis. But he did not avert his eyes or cross to the other side of the road. He approached 
the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his own  
animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to 
the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him.’ 
 
Now the lawyer starts to get it. Jesus asks him, “which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the 
robbers' victim?” and the lawyer says immediately, “the one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus answers, 
“Go and do likewise.” 
 
Jesus also “does likewise” with you and me. He keeps working with us, trying to get us to see the simple 
answer that hides inside us. God has given us an open heart. Help those in need. If only you would let 
your heart receive God’s love and pass it on to his other people! 
 
This is not too mysterious or remote. Start now. Become what you were made to be. It is written within the 
law and within you. 
 
John Foley, SJ 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/071022.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/071022.cfm#main-content
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Saint Benedict 
July 11  
Saint Benedict is known as the 
Father of Western Monasticism 
due to his great influence on the 
shape and character of monastic 
life in the West. Living the life of 
a hermit, others witnessed his 
lifestyle and wanted to follow. 
 

Saints John Jones and John Wall  
July 12  
Saints John Jones and John Wall 
were ordained diocesan priests 
who later joined the Franciscans. 
Living almost a century apart, 
these two saints shared a  
common Characteristic. 

Saint Henry 
July 13 
Saint Henry, a German king and 
Holy Roman Emperor, lived life 
according to the customs of his 
times, but did it in a holy way. He 
is a clear witness to the holiness 
of secular life lived according to 
the gospel norms. 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
July 14  
Known as the Lily of the  
Mohawks, Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
courageously converted to  
Catholicism at age 19 despite her 
family's disapproval. She was  
ostracized and forced into extreme 
poverty. Escaping to Montreal, 
Kateri continued to live a life of 
prayer and penance. 

Saint Bonaventure 
July 15  
Saint Bonaventure was in many 
ways the second founder of the 
Franciscan Order. He served as 
the Minister General of the  
Franciscans and as the Cardinal 
Bishop of Albano. Through his 
teaching, writing, and mysticism, 
Bonaventure captured the spirit of 
Saint Francis and renewed the 
order accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Perspective of Justice 
15th Sunday of Ordinary Time C 
July 10, 2022 
 
 
Living Image 
God’s law is not so mysterious and remote; it is not 
up in the sky or across the sea, but is already in 
our mouths and hearts. And what is that law? To 
love God with everything we have, and to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. 
 
We have difficulty loving God because we live in a 
world “filled with lights opposite to” the light of 
God’s truth. “The Lord hears the poor,” but our 
world scorns the poor. Our God makes “peace 
through the blood of his cross” while our world tries 
to make peace through the blood of soldiers and 
innocent civilians. 
 
We have difficulty loving our neighbor because we 
do not understand “neighbor” as Jesus did.  
Neighbor for us means people we like, people who 
are on our side, who work for a living, and who 
mind their own business. Jesus redefines neighbor 
as the hated stranger who is down and out,  
challenging us to stop what we are doing and care 
for his need. 
 
The priest in the Gospel may have been going to 
the temple to worship God. Jesus is teaching his 
followers to see the ditch as God’s dwelling place: 
to love neighbor as defined by Jesus is to love 
God. 
 
One’s neighbor is not only a human being with his 
or her own rights and a fundamental equality with 
everyone else, but becomes the living image of 
God the Father, redeemed by the blood of Jesus 
Christ and placed under the permanent action of 
the Holy Spirit. One’s neighbor must therefore be 
loved, even if an enemy, with 
the same love with which the 
Lord loves him or her. 
Pope John Paul II, Sollicitudo 
Rei Socialis,  
1987: 40 

 

Gerald Darring 

  

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-henry
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-kateri-tekakwitha
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-bonaventure
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/071022.cfm#main-content
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis.html#-1W
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis.html#-1W
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       Our Lady of Hope Parish                                       
 

 

Mass Intentions July 9
th

 through July 17
th 

 
July 9, Saturday Masses:  
8:00am St. James – Grace & Joffre Lavallee by Philippe 
Lavallee 
4:00pm St Mary – Memorial Betty Kelly, Marilyn Chard, 
Pat Szczur, and John LaPoint by Friends, 
93rd Anniversary Cora Turgeon by the Family, Memorial 
Robert Paradis by the Family, Birthday Remembrance 
Jeannette Sabourin by the Family 
4:30pm St. James – Joseph Nghia Pham by the Ponce 
family 
July 10, Sunday Masses: 
7:30am St. Mary – For Fr. Leo LeBlanc in his  
retirement, and for Fr. Anthony Mpagi, Fr. Derek  
Mobilio, and Deacon Tim Cross in their ministry to the 
parish family of Our Lady of Hope 
7:30am St. James – Scott McKeon, Claudette Lourden 
and Dick Bovenzi by Peter and Elaine Wojnar 
9:00am St. Philip – Memorial Richard Duval,  
Memorial Leonard Berube, 13th Anniversary Louis  
Kuchinski by the family 
10:00am St. James – Peter Lasquite by Pamela  
Johnson, 2nd Anniversary Francina Warner by her  
family 
10:30am St. Mary – For Deceased Members of St. 
Mary, St. Philip, and St. James 
New Weekday Mass Schedule: 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass   
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass -3rd Anniversary 
Pauline Casey 
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm  
Thursday, St. James – 7:00pm Mass - Mary and  
Stanley Kostka by Philippe Lavallee 
Friday, St. James - 8:00am Mass—Elen Prunier &  
family by Matt Baril 
July 16, Saturday Masses:  
8:00am St. James – Rita & Wilfred St. Martin by 
Philippe Lavallee 
4:00pm St Mary – Memorial Msgr. James McMurtrie, Fr. 
John Burke, Fr. Gremillion by a friend, Anniversary  
deceased members of the Hebert, Sabourin, Alix & 
Sheldon Families 
4:30pm St. James – Maria Ren Thi Pham by the Ponce 
family 
July 17, Sunday Masses: 
7:30am St. Mary – 10th Anniversary Dennis J. Flynn by 
the family, 52nd Anniversary Mary E. Fleming by the 
family 
7:30am St. James – Leo Maranda by the family 
9:00am St. Philip—88th Birthday Remembrance for Fr. 
Anthony Marteka by the parish 
10:00am St. James – Ruben Archila Ponce by the 
Ponce family, 58th Wedding Anniversary for Roger & 
Brenda Zakski by the family 
10:30am St. Mary  
 

Sunday Offertory — Lady of Hope Parish 
June 27th – July 7th, 2022  
  
$9,051.00 (Weekly collections for all 3 churches, 
does NOT include online giving dollars) 
 
Thank you! 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at https://
ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on Facebook at @olohgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office— 508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office - 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Special Collections: 

Aid for Church in Eastern/Central Europe 
August 14 

Partners in Charity 2022 
  

Have you pledged or donated to 
Partners in Charity yet?  
 
Parish Goals:    
St. James $30,000     St. Philip $33,200     St. Mary $65,000
  
Gifts as of 06/30/22:   
St. James $30,550     St. Philip $19,155     St. Mary $38,130 
 
% of Goal:   
St. James   >100%     St. Philip   58%         St. Mary   59% 
 
Thank you for your support! 

 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
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Catechesis of The Good Shepherd 
 

Summer Session for ages 3-5 
 

Mondays 4:30-5:30pm 
 

St. Mary Atrium Room #7 
 

July 13th—July 25th 
(No session July 4th) 

 
We can’t wait to see you! 

 
To enroll please contact Darleen at  

dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

 

  
 

Our Lady of Hope Parish  
 

at  
St. Mary Church -- North Grafton 

 
July 11-15, 2022 

 
Grades 1-6  9am-2:30pm 
Grades 7-12  7pm-9:15pm 

 
 

Led by Worcester Diocesan Seminarians & Grafton’s own Delaney Hanna and Courtney  
Romeo.  For more info and to register, contact Darleen at: dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

 

  

What is the meaning of incense at  

Offertory? 

 
With its sweet-smelling perfume and 
high-ascending smoke, incense both 
symbolizes and encourages good  
Christian prayer, which is enkindled in 
the heart by the fire of God's love and 
gives off the sweet odor of Christ, rising 
up as pleasing offering in His sight.  
  
When the priest incenses the gifts during 
the offertory, he traditionally prays, “May 
this incense, blessed by You, ascend to 
You, O Lord, and may Your Mercy  
descend upon us.” 
 
Fr.Derek Mobilio 

mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
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Market Sunday    
 

Market Sunday is a ministry that supplies non-perishable food, personal care items. paper products 
and cleaning supplies monthly to the families supported by the Society of St Vincent de Paul.  
Donations can be left any time during the month in the gathering space at St Philip’s or St Mary’s 
campus. 
 
Our next Market Sunday is August 6/7. We welcome all donations! We are particularly in need of: 
Peanut butter, Juice boxes, Macaroni & Cheese, Canned tomatoes, Coffee (1 lb. cans) Rice mixes 
and Laundry Detergent 
 
If you know of anyone needing assistance providing for themselves or their families, please refer 
them to the Society of St Vincent de Paul at 508 839-3993 x 35. All information is kept strictly  
confidential. 

 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR TITHING COMMITTEE 
 
Members:  Nancy Atchue, Peter Cardoza, Sharon Doane, Sue Treveloni, Joan Shanley 
 
We have recently received thank-you notes from the non-profit organizations listed below.  Your 
generosity has allowed us to provide February 2022 tithes of $353.92 each to: 
 

Food For The Poor  
“Thank you for having a servant’s heart.  Those whom you helped will never forget your kindness and  
compassion.” 

Doctors Without Borders  
“Your contribution will be put to work right away to provide urgent, lifesaving medical care to those who need 
it most.  We are so grateful for  your continued commitment and to have you by our side.” 

Shriners Children’s Hospital 
“Thank you for sharing your commitment to children with orthopedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries  
and more.  Thank you for sharing your love, compassion and generosity.” 

 
The Tithing Committee thanks you for sharing from your hearts. 
 
“Never look down on anybody unless you’re helping them up.”  Jesse Jackson 
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You are welcome to join us for virtual prayers every Monday, Wednesdaysand Friday at 5:15pm ET.  Mondays and 
Fridays we pray a novena, a litany or short prayers; while Wednesdays we pray the Holy Rosary for the prayer  
intentions. Just go to -> meet.google.com/hbj-jwtg-jfz  or open (Google) Meet and enter this code: hbj-jwtg-jfz 

THE HARVEST FAIR NEEDS YOU!  
 

We are in great need of crafts! Any type of craft will do. 
Jewelry, signs, floral arrangements, wreaths, scarves, knits, 
crochets, gifts in jars, etc.  
 We are also looking for any new item or gift certifi-
cate to restaurants or any business for the Silent Auction. 
By purchasing an item or gift certificate from one of our  
local businesses, we can give them the support they  
definitely need right now. The Buy-A-Basket table is look-
ing for your help. If you'd like to donate an already filled 
themed basket or if you have any items or could purchase 
items that they could use to help fill the baskets that would 
be wonderful!  
 Crafts or basket items can be left in St. James 
main vestibule or in the church basement in the room 
to the right.  
 White Elephant is now accepting donations in 
the St. James church garage. Please no large furniture, 
tv’s or electronics, no clothing, and no exercise equipment. 

 Thanks in advance for your generosity! 

Welcome Rev. Derek Mobilio! 
 
The Bishop has assigned a new Associate to Our 
Lady of Hope Parish.   
 
We will be holding receptions after the 10:30AM 
Mass at St. Mary in the gathering space on  
Sunday, July 10th and after the 10AM Mass at St. 
James in the parish hall on Sunday, July 17th. 
 
Please stop by and welcome him to our community! 
 
If you would like to help set up, clean up, serve or 
bake, please reach out to Donna Verdolino,  
reception host at St. Mary at verddj@yahoo.com or 
call 508-839-5794 or Lori Dewar,  
reception host at St. James at 
loridewar2@gmail.com or call 
508-887-0936. 

 

http://meet.google.com/hbj-jwtg-jfz
http://meet.google.com/hbj-jwtg-jfz
mailto:verddj@yahoo.com
mailto:loridewar2@gmail.com
mailto:loridewar2@gmail.com
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 

Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 

Office Hours 
St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 

Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 
 

St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am  -  2:00pm 

 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
4:00pm St Mary  

4:30pm St. James  
Sunday Masses 
7:30am St. Mary   

7:30am St. James  
9:00am St. Philip  

10:00am St. James  
10:30am St. Mary   

 
Weekday Masses 

Monday 8am at St Mary 
Tuesday 12pm at St Mary 

Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
Thursday 7pm at St James 

Friday 8am at St James 
Saturday 8am at St James 

 
 
 

 

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         508-839-3993 x29      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager       508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@stmarysgrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager           rdennis@stmarysgrafton.org 
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:30 PM at 
St. Mary Church, Saturdays 3:00 PM-4:00 PM at St. James Church or call the office to schedule an  
appointment  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the 
office to make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year  
prior to the wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home  


