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In the first reading this weekend, we read the passage from Genesis describing Abraham and  
Sarah’s hospitality to the three mysterious men, whom the Church has long understood to be  
representative of the Holy Trinity. This passage inspired the 15th century Russian painter Andrei 
Rublev to produce what is probably the most famous Russian icon of all time, the Troitsa (Trinity).  

 
Much has been written on the brilliant symbolism of this icon, so we will not attempt to reproduce 
all of those insights here. For our purposes, let us draw our attention to two things: the shared 
gaze of love between the three Divine Persons, and the images of sacrifice. First, notice how the 
Father (on the left) gazes upon the Son (in the middle) and the Holy Spirit, and how the Son and 
Holy Spirit return the gaze with equal focus and tenderness. Notice also that their faces are  
identical. This is because all three Persons, though really distinct from one another, share the 
same Godhead, the same divine essence, the same love. Thus, “inseparable in what they are, 
the Divine Persons are also inseparable in what they do.” (CCC 267)  

 
God, of course, is love. “God is eternal blessedness, undying life, unfading light. God is love:  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” (CCC 257) And the way this is most clearly expressed to us is in 
sacrifice, namely, the sacrifice of the Cross and the Eucharist. Notice that Rublev included the 
terebinth of Mamre from the Genesis reading in the icon. It is the tree over the left shoulder of the 
Son. This tree symbolizes the Cross, the tree upon which Jesus defeated death by His own 
death. Notice also how the Son gestures toward the chalice on the table, and how the silhouettes 
of the Father and Holy Spirit also form a chalice shape.  

 
Taking these two aspects of the icon into account, and recognizing that God freely created us to 
make us share in His own blessed life, that eternal gaze of love, we conclude that our participa-
tion here on earth consists in sacrifice. Indeed, Saint Paul tells us the same: that because Christ 
is in us, we too can “rejoice in our sufferings” and our sacrifices, firm in the knowledge that in our 
flesh we “fill up what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, on 
behalf of his body, which is the church.” All of our little acts 
of sacrifice go a long way on their own, but they become  
especially efficacious in the Holy Mass. We should join our 
sacrifices to Christ’s, we should place them on the paten 
with His Precious Body and in the chalice with His Precious 
Blood. In this way, we can more actively pray, May the Lord 
accept this sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory 
of His name, for our good, and the good of all His holy 
church. 

 
Fr. Derek 
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Saint Mary MacKillop  -  July19   

Australia’s first canonized saint, Mother Mary 
MacKillop founded the Sisters of Saint   
Joseph of the  Sacred Heart, better known 
as the Josephite Sisters. They addressed 
the educational and social needs of the poor, 
especially of the aborigines. Today the  
Sisters serve throughout Australia, New  
Zealand, Ireland, Peru, East Timor,  
Scotland, and Brazil. 

Saint Apollinaris  -  July 20  

Unwilling to take no for an  answer, Saint 
Apollinaris was exiled from Ravenna several 
times, but he always returned trying to 
preach the good news to the people. He 
finally died of a beating he received in a  
suburb of Ravenna. 

Saint Lawrence of Brindisi  -  July 21  

A Capuchin Franciscan, Saint Lawrence of 
Brindisi was a scholar, administrator,  
preacher, and lover of the poor. Versed in 
many languages, Saint Lawrence was an 
outstanding scripture scholar and used his 
knowledge of the holy writings to produce 
many homilies. He served his community as 
Minister General and served the papacy as 
an emissary and peacemaker. 

Saint Mary Magdalene  -  July 22  

Whether or not Saint Mary  
Magdalene was a notorious sinner—and she 
most likely was not—she was one of the 
women who traveled with Jesus and the 
Apostles, and was present at the cross. She 
also was the one chosen to bring the good 
news of the resurrection to the Apostles. 

Saint Bridget of Sweden  -  July 23   

Saint Bridget of Sweden was  
married, a mother of eight, and the foundress 
of a monastery for men and women. She 
spent her final days in Rome seeking to  
correct Church abuses for which she  
received much opposition. 

Saint Sharbel Makhlouf  -  July 24   

Saint Sharbel Makhlouf was a Lebanese 
Maronite Rite monk, one of the Eastern  
Catholic Churches who follow a slightly  
different liturgy and canon law. We in the 
Latin or Roman Rite often forget that we 
have sisters and brothers in the East. Saint 
Sharbel is a good reminder of the wider 
Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
A Different Way 
 
Martha understood the place of women in their  
society. Like Sarah in the first reading, women 
were to bear children and cook the meals. They 
were to clean the house, like Martha was doing, 
and they were not to sit at the feet of the master 
educating themselves, like Mary was doing.  
Martha demands that Mary be made to ‘play the 
woman,’ but Jesus will not go along with the  
stereotype: “Mary has chosen the better portion 
and she shall not be deprived of it.” 
 
How much women have suffered over the  
centuries because of the perception of their proper 
role! How much they have filled up in their own 
flesh “what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ!” 
 
We are called by God to a different way. “He who 
does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.” 
Justice to women is life in the presence of God: 
justice in the home, justice in the school, justice in 
the marketplace, justice in the business world,  
justice in the church. “She shall not be deprived of 
it”: such is the firm declaration of the Savior of men 
and women. 
 
Sixty percent of all women work in only ten  
occupations, and most new jobs for women are in 
areas with low pay and limited chances of  
advancement. 
 
Many women suffer discrimination in wages,  
salaries, job classifications, promotions, and other 
areas. As a result, they find themselves in jobs that 
have low status, little security, weak unionization, 
and few fringe benefits. 
 
Such discrimination is immoral and efforts must be 
made to overcome the effects of sexism in our  
society. 
 
U.S. Bishops, Economic 
Justice or All, 1986: 179 
 
Gerald Darring 
 

  

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-mary-mackillop
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-apollinaris
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-lawrence-of-brindisi
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-mary-magdalene
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-bridget-of-sweden
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-sharbel-makhlouf
http://www.usccb.org/upload/economic_justice_for_all.pdf#page=50
http://www.usccb.org/upload/economic_justice_for_all.pdf#page=50
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Mass Intentions July 16th through July 24th 
 
July 16, Saturday Masses: 
4:00pm – St. Mary – Memorial Msgr. James McMurtrie, 
Fr. John Burke, Fr. Gremillion by a Friend, Anniversary 
Deceased Members of the Hebert,  
Sabourin, Alix, and Sheldon Families 
4:30pm – St. James -Memorial Maria Ren Thi Pham by 
the Ponce Family 
July 17, Sunday Masses:  
7:30am St. Mary – 10th Anniversary Dennis J. Flynn by 
the Family, 52nd Anniversary Mary E. Fleming by the 
Family 
7:30am St. James – Memorial Leo Maranda by the 
Family 
9:00am St. Philip – 88th Birthday Remembrance for Fr. 
Anthony Marteka by the Parish 
10:00am St. James – Memorial Rubin Archila Ponce by 
the Ponce Family, 58th Wedding Anniversary  
Roger and Brenda Zakski from the Lipinsky Family 
10:30am St. Mary – For the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass  
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass – 3rd  
Anniversary Marie Millette 
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass  
Thursday, St. James – 7:00pm Mass – Memorial Mar-
yann Lavallee by the Family  
Friday, St. James – 8:00am Mass – Memorial  
Sharon Huluska by Matt Baril 
July 23, Saturday Masses:   
8:00am St. James – Memorial Helen and Luciene  
Lavallee by Philippe Lavallee 
4:00pm St. Mary – 3rd Anniversary James Bauer by the 
Family, 11th Anniversary Frank Gemelli by the Family 
4:30pm St. James – Memorial Felix and Emily Knapik 
by their Family 
July 24, Sunday Masses:  
7:30am – St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance George W. 
Hutt by the Family 
7:30am – St. James – Memorial Jeannette DeOrsey 
Hutnak by Peter and Wojnar and Family 
9:00am St. Philip  
10:00am St. James – Memorial Anna Nho Pham by the 
Pham Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – For the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Sunday Offertory – Our Lady of Hope Parish 
July 8th – July 12th, 2022 
 
$10,629.00 (Weekly collections for all 3 churches,  
does NOT include online giving dollars) 
 
Thank You! 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at https://
ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on Facebook at @olohgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office— 508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office - 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Special Collections: 

Aid for Church in Eastern/Central Europe 
August 14 

Partners in Charity 2022 
  

Have you pledged or donated to 
Partners in Charity yet?  
 
Parish Goals:    
St. James $30,000     St. Philip $33,200     St. Mary $65,000
  
Gifts as of 07/13/22:   
St. James $31,050     St. Philip $19,155     St. Mary $44,180 
 
% of Goal:   
St. James   104%       St. Philip   58%         St. Mary   68% 
 
Thank you for your support! 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
A heartfelt “Thank You” to ALL the bakers and helpers who  
donated their goodies and time to help make the Welcome  
Reception for Fr. Derek a success! 
Everyone enjoyed all the delicious goodies and fellowship after 
the 10:30  Mass.  We know Fr. Derek greatly appreciated it and 
was warmly touched by your generosity. Thank you, again, for 
helping to make last weekend a success!  
A special Thank You to Pat Gallo and Joan Shanley for helping 
with the Hospitality Ministry.  We will once again be starting our 
monthly “Coffee Social” in September after the 10:30 Mass!   
If you would like to help out and join our Ministry as a baker or 
helper, please reach out to Donna Verdolino, 
verddj@yahoo.com or at 508 839-5794.  Thank You! 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
mailto:verddj@yahoo.com
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   CONFIRMATION 
 
Confirmation information and registration forms have been emailed to Our 
Lady of Hope RE and Catholic School families with potential  
Confirmation  students.  If you did not receive this email, please contact  
Darleen at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
 

Upcoming Confirmation Parent Student meeting are listed below.  Please let Darleen know if you will be 
attending so a Zoom link can be sent. 
 
Wednesday, July 20th at 7:00pm — Zoom Meeting  (zoom links will be sent to those responding with 
email address) 
 
Confirmation Request Letters and Pre-Confirmation Interview Questions—Students should be work-
ing on these now.  They need to be submitted before scheduling the Confirmation interview.  More info on 
this is available in the email which was sent out. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact Darleen with any questions or concerns. 

 

The Reverence of the Altar 
 
When the priest reverences (kisses) the altar as 
he enters the sanctuary, it is a mark of veneration 
for the saints, because within every altar relics of 
the saints (usually martyrs) are reposed. The altar 
stone, therefore, is a sort of keyhole 
through which we get a glimpse into the whole of 
our Christian past, recalling that in the early days, 
to celebrate Mass, the faithful of Rome gathered 
in the tombs where they reposed the mangled 
bodies of the martyrs. Thus, the kiss is much more 
a sign of reverence for Jesus Christ, because the 
martyrs died for Him, and because the altar, 
whether it is in the catacombs of Rome in 122 
A.D., or here in 2022 A.D., is the place where His 
perfect sacrifice is to be presented again for the 
living and the dead. In this moment, the priest may 
also personally remember that as his lips touch 
the coldness of the altar, he too, as another 
Christ, must love even the coldest hearts of his 
parish with the same love. 

 
Fr.Derek  

 

  
 
Religious Education Registration is now open for the 
2022-2023 academic year. 
 
Forms can be accessed at: https://
stmarysgrafton.org/religious-education 
Online form and payment option is available 
at:  https://stmarysgrafton.org/re-registration 
 
If you know of anyone who might be interested in 
classes for next academic year,  please feel free to 
pass this information along.  Please complete  
appropriate form(s) and return along with your  
payment.  If payment cannot be made at this time, 
please register anyway and a later payment date can 
be determined. 
 
We are also looking for volunteers to help teach 
or assist with classes.  Training is available and 
we would love to have you join us.  Please  
contact Darleen at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
with any questions. 

 

mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
https://stmarysgrafton.org/religious-education
https://stmarysgrafton.org/religious-education
https://stmarysgrafton.org/re-registration
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
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Market Sunday    
 

Market Sunday is a ministry that supplies non-perishable food, personal care items. paper products 
and cleaning supplies monthly to the families supported by the Society of St Vincent de Paul.  
Donations can be left any time during the month in the gathering space at St Philip’s or St Mary’s 
campus. 
 
Our next Market Sunday is August 6/7. We welcome all donations! We are particularly in need of: 
Peanut butter, Juice boxes, Macaroni & Cheese, Canned tomatoes, Coffee (1 lb. cans) Rice mixes 
and Laundry Detergent 
 
If you know of anyone needing assistance providing for themselves or their families, please refer 
them to the Society of St Vincent de Paul at 508 839-3993 x 35. All information is kept strictly  
confidential. 

 

July 17, 2022                                                                                                                                      16th Sunday in Ordinary 

Blessing of All Grandparents at all weekend Masses  
July 23-24 

 
This is the “feast of grandparents.” It reminds grandparents of 
their responsibility to establish a tone for generations to come: 
They must make the traditions live and offer them as a promise 
to little children. But the feast has a message for the younger 
generation as well. It reminds the young that older people’s 

greater perspective, depth of experience, and appreciation of 
life’s profound rhythms are all part of a wisdom not to be taken 

lightly or ignored. 

AN INVITATION TO PRAY TOGETHER 
 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 5:15 p.m. ET. 
  

Go to - meet.google.com/uix-mwrj-zmh or open (Google) Meet and enter this code: uix-mwrj-zmh 
 

Dial in (audio only):  
(US) +1 208-856-8198 PIN: 900 761 714# or (US) +1 617-675-4444 PIN: 383 526 831 5648# 

  
Send in your prayer requests or share your favorite prayer to olohpray4us@gmail.com 

The (new) link above includes a dial-in option for those who don't have access to a computer or internet.  Info above is the same as the flyer I sent 

you and Jill for the churches' bulletin boards. 

THE HARVEST FAIR NEEDS YOU!  
 

Craft Table: We have many talented crafters @ OLOH. That being said, we are in need of crafts for our upcoming 
Fair, Nov. 5th. Would love to show your pieces. Any type of homemade craft is welcomed. The bigger the variety of 
items we have, the better. 
Silent Auction table could also use your help: Any new items, gift cards or restaurant certificates, or donations from 
businesses are greatly appreciated. We are supporting local business' as well as donating to Fair-a win-win. 
Buy-A-Basket: Looking for already filled theme baskets you'd like to donate. Also, any new items that can be useful 
to fill a variety of baskets would be helpful 
White Elephant: Any gently used items are being accepted except, PLEASE: NO large furniture, electronics,  
clothing, or exercise equipment. Drop off donations @ St. James garage. 
 
Crafts. basket items, silent auction items can be left in St. James vestibule or in basement of church in room to 
the right. Any gift certificates PLEASE mail directly to St. James or drop-in mail slot @ side door to rectory 
PLEASE, PLEASE label all donations as to what table they are for, also add value of item, especially crafts, so we 
have a better idea how to price them. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to be involved, please contact: 
Lillian Jones ldjones14@verizon.net  508-839-3738 (home), Maryellen Kuras mekuras@verizon.net, 508-868-1547 
(cell), Al Lapan  508-868-0901 (cell).  

Thank you in advance for your generosity and support! 

Saints Joachim and Ann, Grandparents of Jesus  
Patron Saints of Grandparents 

http://meet.google.com/uix-mwrj-zmh
mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com
mailto:ldjones14@verizon.net
mailto:mekuras@verizon.net
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 

Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 

Office Hours 
St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 

Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 
 

St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am  -  2:00pm 

 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
4:00pm St Mary  

4:30pm St. James  
Sunday Masses 
7:30am St. Mary   

7:30am St. James  
9:00am St. Philip  

10:00am St. James  
10:30am St. Mary   

 
Weekday Masses 

Monday 8am at St Mary 
Tuesday 12pm at St Mary 

Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
Thursday 7pm at St James 

Friday 8am at St James 
Saturday 8am at St James 

 
 
 

 

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         508-839-3993 x29      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager       508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@stmarysgrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager           rdennis@stmarysgrafton.org 
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:30 PM at 
St. Mary Church, Saturdays 3:00 PM-4:00 PM at St. James Church or call the office to schedule an  
appointment  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the 
office to make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year  
prior to the wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home  


