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But God said to him, 
‘You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you; 
and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’  
(Luke 12:20) 
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Future Plans 
Bible readers are very familiar with stories of enmity between brothers in ancient  
Mediterranean families: Jacob and Esau (Gn 27ff); Joseph and his eleven brothers (Gn 
37ff). Inheritance was often a key cause of the enmity. 
 
The brothers praised in Psalm 133:1 for living together in unity illustrate the situation 
where a father died and did not specify a division of the inheritance. 
 
According to Roman law, a division of inheritance was required only if both parties wanted 
it. Judaic law allowed the division on the petition of a single son (see Lk 15:12), but it was  
shameful because it effectively expressed the wish that the father were already dead. 
 
Jesus The Mediator 
In today’s story Jesus is invited to be a mediator, a very difficult but highly honorable role in this culture. Conflicts can easily  
escalate to blood feuds that no one wants. 
 
The key role of the mediator is to head off the blood feuds. The role is honored and advocated in the Matthean Beatitudes 
(Mt 5:9) “Truly worthy of esteem, truly honorable are the peacemakers for they will be considered God-like.” Jesus gives 
the real reason for his refusal. He suspected he was being drawn into a conflict driven by greed. 
 
Ideally the mediator is a kinsperson at least five links removed from the disputing parties. Above all, the mediator should be 
a person who, because of personality, status, respect, wealth, influence, or other characteristics, can create in the litigants 
a willingness to conform with his decision. 
 
Jesus responds to the honorable invitation in two ways. First, he adopts the customary role of cultural humility. Paying and  
receiving compliments is dangerous in this culture. Jesus protects himself against envy and the evil eye by his feigned  
humility: “Friend, who set me to be judge or arbitrator over you?” 
 
Second, Jesus gives the real reason for his refusal. He suspected he was being drawn into a conflict driven by greed. 
 
The Parable And Greed  
In Jesus’ parable about the man with the bumper crop, God is not pleased with his plan to “save for the future” in bigger 
barns. God calls this man a fool! The man deserves God’s judgment. 
 
The man is clearly a landowner, a minuscule minority in Jesus’ world. He appears to live on his land and share in the work 
of the land. When he realizes the magnitude of his crops, he plans to tear down his barns and build bigger ones. 
 
But his “future planning” is condemned by God and even by the words of the fool himself. “You have ample goods laid up 
for many years,” said the fool. “Relax, eat, drink, and be merry” (Lk 12:19). 
 
He stores for future lean years, but not simply for his own pleasure. When the village smallholders have to come to him and  
borrow grain, he will charge an exorbitant price in hopes of confiscating even more land for himself. 
 
What should the fool have done? The same anyone else in that position should have done: distribute the surplus to others,  
immediately. 
 
The lucky landowner was in a good position to become a “patron” to select even more clients, or simply to be beneficent. 
 
He might have done what Jesus praised the shrewd steward for doing (Lk 16:1-9): using surplus wealth as a means to 
gain friends so that when the wealth is gone, the friends will remain and repay the kindnesses, as this culture expects. 
 
Our ancestors never fail to challenge us. 
 
John J. Pilch 

Pilgrimage to the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy 
On Friday, August 19, Our Lady of Hope Parish will make a day-long pilgrimage to the National Shrine of the Divine 
Mercy in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. The day will run from roughly 8:00 am to 8:00 pm, beginning with morning 
prayer and coffee at Saint Mary’s, continuing at the Shrine with catechesis, adoration, Mass, and the Chaplet of  
Divine Mercy, and concluding with dinner at Teresa’s Restaurant in Ware before our return to Saint Mary’s. The cost 
of the trip is $40. Sign-up sheets are posted at the entrances to all three churches, or you can email Father 
Derek at fr.mobilio@gmail.com, or call the parish office. We are going to car pool, so please indicate whether 
you need a ride or not when you sign up.   
Thanks , Fr. Derek Mobilio 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/genesis/27
http://www.usccb.org/bible/genesis/37
http://www.usccb.org/bible/genesis/37
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/133
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/15:12
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5:9
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/12:19
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/16
mailto:fr.mobilio@gmail.com
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Saint Alphonsus Liguori  -  August 1  

Saint Alphonsus Liguori was a 
great moral theologian as well as 
the founder of the Redemptorists. 
He wrote in the areas of spirituality 
and doctrine to the edification of 
his diocese and others.  

Saint Eusebius of Vercelli  -  August 2   

Eusebius of Vercelli, spent most of 
his episcopal life defending the 
Church against the Arians. Also a 
defender of Saint Athanasius, 
whom the emperor wanted to  
punish, Saint Eusebius suffered 
death threats and harassment. But 
he continued to remain faithful and 
hopeful. 

Saint Peter Julian Eymard  -  August 3   

Peter Julian Eymard began his 
priestly life in the Diocese of  
Grenoble. His faith journey led him 
to the Marists, and finally to  
founding the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  

Saint John Vianney  -  August 4   

Saint John Vianney is best known 
as the Curé d’Ars, the little French 
town where he was pastor. John 
had great trouble with his studies 
and almost didn't get ordained.  

 
 
 
 
 
The Perspective of Justice 
18th Sunday of Ordinary Time C  
 
Our Other Desires 
Today’s liturgy contains a very strong message to 
those who have much and to those who want 
more: “Avoid greed in all its forms.” We are to 
avoid the mistake of the rich fool, who saved up a 
fortune, only to die and have it left to others. 
 
  “That is the way it works with the man who grows 
rich for himself instead of growing rich in the sight 
of God.” Christians are challenged to be “intent on 
things above rather than on things of earth”;  
anything else “is vanity and a great misfortune.” 
 
Our society, based on the civil religion of  
capitalism, perceives greed as good and desirable, 
for it fuels the drive to improve ourselves. “Greed 
is not a bad word,” said a prominent American 
economist and erstwhile Secretary of Treasury. 
 
But in the Christian scheme of things, greed is a 
bad word, and money does not save: God is “the 
only one who helps (us) and sets (us) free.” 
 
The Eucharist is a sign of the Christian  
commitment to satisfying basic human needs such 
as food; all our other desires should prompt us to 
fall on our knees with the prayer: “Forgive our sins 
and restore us to life.” 
 
 Neither individuals nor nations should  
 regard the possession of more and  
 more goods as the ultimate objective. … 
 The exclusive pursuit of material  
 possessions prevents man’s growth  
 as a human being and stands in  
 opposition to his true grandeur.  
 Avarice, in individuals and in nations,  
 is the most obvious form of stultified  
 moral development. 
 
Pope Paul VI, Populorum Progressio, 1967:19 
 
 
Gerald Darring 
 

  

July 31, 2022                                                                                                                             18th Sunday in Ordinary Time       

A GIFT of PRAYER for Fr. Mobilio 
 
Are you called to pray in a special way for our new Associate  
Pastor, Fr. Derek Mobilio? 
 
Our Lady of Hope Parish is seeking 7 women, from our 3  
parishes, to commit to making 1 Holy Hour per week on a distinct 
day to cover a complete week of prayer for Fr. Mobilio. The Holy 
Hour is ideally prayed in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament 
– either in an Adoration Chapel or in front of a Tabernacle. The 
Holy Hour can be prayed at any time during the day for Fr.  
Mobilio’s new role, priestly vocation, his intentions and for his 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
 
The Seven Sisters Apostolate, an international ministry, is a call 
to strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed 
each day of the week for the sole intention of a specific priest – to 
help him grow in sanctity.  
 
For more information, email: SevenSistersWorcester@gmail.com 
or call Kim at 508-612-7008. 

One Holy Hour | One Priest | One Heart of Prayer 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-alphonsus-liguori
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-eusebius-of-vercelli
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-peter-julian-eymard
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-john-vianney
http://w2.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_26031967_populorum.html
mailto:SevenSistersWorcester@gmail.com
mailto:SevenSistersWorcester@gmail.com
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       Our Lady of Hope Parish                                       
 

Mass Intentions July 29th through August 7th 
 
July 29, Friday – St. James - Joan Pierce for Healing by 
Kathleen Torrey 
July 30, Saturday Masses:   
8:00am St. James – Memorial Joseph and Mary Kasiba by 
Philippe Lavallee  
4:00pm St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Nick Ross by his 
Family, Birthday Remembrance Kay Boesen by the Family 
4:30pm St. James – Memorial Norman Doris and Donna 
Wood by Carol Bagdist and Debbie Hill 
July 31, Sunday Masses:  
7:30am – St. Mary – 12th Anniversary Sally D’Angelo by the 
Family 
7:30am – St. James – Memorial Teddy Gent Misiazcek and 
Lucien Henault by the Family 
9:00am St. Philip 
10:00am St. James – Memorial Dominic Vinh Vu by the 
Ponce Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – 22nd Anniversary Louis Gentile by his 
Family, 11th Anniversary Ed Doane by his Family, Memorial 
Bill Quigley by his Family 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass  
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass – Birthday  
Remembrance Sean Contois, Months Mind Ferruccio Pradella  
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass  
Thursday, St. James – 7:00pm Mass – Memorial Robert and 
Pauline Proulx by Matt Baril, Memorial Domingo Fernandez 
by the Family 
Friday, St. James – 8:00am Mass – Memorial Mark and  
Tahnee Barilis by Matt Baril 
August 6, Saturday Masses:   
8:00am St. James – Memorial Donna Lavallee by Philippe 
Lavallee 
4:00pm St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Bernie LaPointe 
by his Family 
4:30pm St. James – Memorial Rev. Joseph Whalen by Matt 
Baril 
August 7, Sunday Masses:  
7:30am – St. Mary – 71st Anniversary Daniel Fleming by the 
Family 
7:30am – St. James – Memorial Elwood and Laura Brown by 
Walter Wojnar and Family 
9:00am St. Philip 
10:00am St. James – All Orphaned Souls by the Pham Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – For the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Sunday Offertory – Our Lady of Hope Parish 
July 20th – July 25th, 2022 

$6,457.00 
Weekly Collections for all 3 Churches 

Does Not Include Online Giving Dollars 
Thank You! 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at https://
ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on Facebook at @olohgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office— 508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office - 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Special Collections: 

Aid for Church in Eastern/Central Europe 
August 14 

Fr. Henault Haiti Collection 
August 28 

Partners in Charity 2022 
  

Have you pledged or donated to 
Partners in Charity yet?  
 
Parish Goals:    
St. James $30,000     St. Philip $33,200     St. Mary $65,000
  
Gifts as of  07/19/22:   
St. James $31,050     St. Philip $19,155     St. Mary $44,300 
 
% of Goal:   
St. James   104%       St. Philip   58%         St. Mary   68% 
 
A final collection will take place on August  21st. 

 

Looking for helping hands 
 
Can you volunteer 1,2 or 3 hours to help clear the 
overgrowth at the rear of Saint Mary Church? We are 
~20% complete but with your help can finish this work 
much sooner.  
 
We can also use your help on Saturdays with  
vehicle runs to the brush dump.  
 
Call Kevin @ 508 769-9523 
for more details. Thank you. 

 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
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HELP NEEDED FOR FALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
 
Your help is needed! Please consider sharing your faith as a Catechist or Aide with the young people of our parish.  Please 
contact Darleen at  dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org for more info or if you can help. Training is provided. 
 
Sunday 9:15-10:15am     Grades N-6         St. Mary campus  
Monday 4:30-5:30pm    Grades N-6      St. Mary campus  
Sunday 6:00-7:00pm       Grades 7-HS      St. Philip campus 
Sunday 6:00-7:00pm       Grades 7-HS      St. James campus 
 
We are also in need of Substitute Catechists and Aides for all grades as well as Office Helpers during each of the above 
time periods. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
Our Lady of Hope Parish  
Vacation Bible School 
August 22-24  
9am-1pm              
Grades 1-6           
St. Mary campus                               
 
FREE — BUT REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
 
Games, scripture stories, prayer, skits, music, arts & crafts, 
and a whole lot of fun!!! For more info contact:  
 
       Darleen Farland at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

 
CONFIRMATION 

 
Confirmation information and registration forms have 
been emailed to Our Lady of Hope RE and Catholic 
School families with potential Confirmation students. If 
you did not receive this email, please contact Darleen 
at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
 
Confirmation Request Letters and Pre-
Confirmation Interview Questions—Students should 
be working on these now. They need to be submitted 
before  
scheduling the Confirmation interview.   
 
Confirmation Interview sign up link can be found at: 
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/confirmation 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Religious Education Registration is now open for the 
2022-2023 academic year. 
 
Forms can be accessed at: https://stmarysgrafton.org/
religious-education 
Online form and payment option is available 
at:  https://stmarysgrafton.org/re-registration 
 
If you know of anyone who might be interested in 
classes for next academic year,  please feel free to 
pass this information along.  Please complete  
appropriate form(s) and return along with your  
payment.  If payment cannot be made at this time, 
please register anyway and a later payment date can 
be determined. 
 
We are also looking for volunteers to help teach 
or assist with classes.  Training is available and 
we would love to have you join us.  Please  
contact Darleen at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
with any questions. 

 

We are also looking for volunteers to assist during 
VBS.  Teaching a lesson, snack servers, preparing and 
leading arts & crafts, music, or games.  Please contact 
Darleen at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org if you would 
like to be part of this awesome and fun adventure!  Be a 
superhero by sharing your time and talents with our 
young church! 

 

mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/confirmation
https://stmarysgrafton.org/religious-education
https://stmarysgrafton.org/religious-education
https://stmarysgrafton.org/re-registration
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
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Market Sunday    
 

Market Sunday is a ministry that supplies non-perishable food, personal care items. paper products 
and cleaning supplies monthly to the families supported by the Society of St Vincent de Paul.  
Donations can be left any time during the month in the gathering space at St Philip’s or St Mary’s 
campus. 
 
Our next Market Sunday is August 6/7. We welcome all donations! We are particularly in need of: 
Peanut butter, Juice boxes, Macaroni & Cheese, Canned tomatoes, Coffee (1 lb. cans) Rice mixes 
and Laundry Detergent 
 
If you know of anyone needing assistance providing for themselves or their families, please refer 
them to the Society of St Vincent de Paul at 508 839-3993 x 35. All information is kept strictly  
confidential. 

 

July 31, 2022                                                                                                                               18th Sunday in Ordinary Time        

AN INVITATION TO PRAY TOGETHER 
 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 5:15 p.m. ET. 
  

Go to - meet.google.com/uix-mwrj-zmh or open (Google) Meet and enter this code: uix-mwrj-zmh 
 

Dial in (audio only):  
(US) +1 208-856-8198 PIN: 900 761 714# or (US) +1 617-675-4444 PIN: 383 526 831 5648# 

  
Send in your prayer requests or share your favorite prayer to olohpray4us@gmail.com 

Fr. Derek Mobilio joins us on Friday, August 5th. Come and pray with us! 

THE HARVEST FAIR NEEDS YOU!  
 
Craft Table: We have many talented crafters @ OLOH. That being said, we are in need of crafts for our upcoming 
Fair, Nov. 5th. Would love to show your pieces. Any type of homemade craft is welcomed. The bigger the variety of 
items we have, the better. 
Silent Auction table could also use your help: Any new items, gift cards or restaurant certificates, or donations from 
businesses are greatly appreciated. We are supporting local business' as well as donating to Fair-a win-win. 
Buy-A-Basket: Looking for already filled theme baskets you'd like to donate. Also, any new items that can be useful 
to fill a variety of baskets would be helpful. 
White Elephant: Any gently used items are being accepted except, PLEASE: NO large furniture, electronics,  
clothing, or exercise equipment. Drop off donations @ St. James garage. 
 
Crafts. basket items, silent auction items can be left in St. James vestibule or in basement of church in room to 
the right. Any gift certificates PLEASE mail directly to St. James or drop-in mail slot @ side door to rectory PLEASE, 
PLEASE label all donations as to what table they are for, also add value of item, especially crafts, so we have a 
better idea how to price them. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to be involved, please contact: 
Lillian Jones ldjones14@verizon.net  508-839-3738 (home), Maryellen Kuras mekuras@verizon.net, 508-868-1547 
(cell), Al Lapan  508-868-0901 (cell).  

Thank you in advance for your generosity and support! 

"The Lord Be With You" 
"The Lord be with you" is an ancient devout greeting, first seen in the Bible in Ruth 2:4, when Boaz goes out from 
Bethlehem to greet the reapers. We can also see the greeting in Judges 6:12, 2 Chronicles 15:2, and, very notably, 
in Gabriel's salutation to Our Lady in Luke 1:28. The liturgical use of this greeting likely dates back to Apostolic times. 
It most certainly dates back at least to the sixth century, as mention of it is made by the Council of Braga in 563, and 
it also appears in the Gelasian Sacramentary of the same era. When the priest says these words to the people, he 
wishes them every grace that the presence of God brings. In such a short phrase, the prayer powerfully begs divine 
protection and the possession of all spiritual peace and consolation for the people as they enter into the liturgy, or, as 
they prepare to receive the priest's blessing. With the response, "And with your spirit," the people implore that the 
soul of the priest be filled by God so that he can offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass worthily. This response is taken 
from Saint Paul in 2 Timothy 4:22, Galatians 6:18, and Philippians 4:23.  
- Fr. Derek Mobilio 

http://meet.google.com/uix-mwrj-zmh
mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com
mailto:ldjones14@verizon.net
mailto:mekuras@verizon.net
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 

Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 

Office Hours 
St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 

Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 
 

St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am  -  2:00pm 

 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
4:00pm St Mary  

4:30pm St. James  
Sunday Masses 
7:30am St. Mary   

7:30am St. James  
9:00am St. Philip  

10:00am St. James  
10:30am St. Mary   

 
Weekday Masses 

Monday 8am at St Mary 
Tuesday 12pm at St Mary 

Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
Thursday 7pm at St James 

Friday 8am at St James 
Saturday 8am at St James 

 
 
 

 

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         508-839-3993 x29      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager       508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@stmarysgrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager           rdennis@stmarysgrafton.org 
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:30 PM at 
St. Mary Church, Saturdays 3:00 PM-4:00 PM at St. James Church or call the office to schedule an  
appointment  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the 
office to make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year  
prior to the wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home  


