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       Salt of the Earth 
Salt and Fires 
In the Aramaic language that Jesus spoke the word translated as “earth” can also—
and in this passage, culturally more plausibly—be translated as “earth-oven.” 
 
The “earth-oven,” the common stove in Mediterranean villages, was made of mud or 
clay. The fuel it burned was camel-dung patties, dried and salted so that they would 
burn better. 
 
Salt has mysterious power. The block of salt on the floor of the earth-oven kept the fire going just as much as the salt 
crystals in the dung patties. 
 
Eventually a block of salt in the earth-oven loses its catalytic ability and must be thrown out (Mt 5:13). Salt that can 
no longer burn the fuel or prepare the fuel is useless (Lk 14:34-35). 
 
Salty or Fiery People 
Jesus came to light the oven (Lk 12:49), that is, Jesus presents himself as a catalyst. He causes fires to break out, 
arguments to erupt, families to quarrel and become divided in their opinion of him. He urges his disciples likewise to 
be catalytic and to do the same thing he does (Mt 5:13; Mk 9:49). 

Jesus the “Divisive Catalyst” 
Jesus’ assertion that he will cause division in families is obviously something above and beyond the normal  
Mediterranean family and group shenanigans. It is far more serious. 
 
The sharp delineation of social hierarchy that characterized antiquity was rigidly observed by all. No one dared step 
out of the inherited or assigned place. To do so would be to risk death. One move in this deadly direction would be to 
socialize with people outside of one's social position. 
 
Contemporaries of Jesus who liked him and decided to follow him would also have to join his fictive family group. “My 
mother and brothers,” that is, my new, fictive relatives, said Jesus, “are those who hear the word of God and do 
it!” (Lk 8:21). 
 
To separate oneself from one's family or clan is literally a matter of life and death. Elites, (including the “greedy [rich]” 
whom Luke so often includes in his Gospel), would lose everything, all their wealth, power, and influence, by  
associating with the wrong kind of people or joining the wrong kinds of groups. 
 
Joining Jesus’ group also jeopardized one's relations with the very large kinship network formed by marriage, a  
network far larger than the biological family. This is where the in-laws and other such family members enter the  
picture (Lk 12:52-53). 
 
By demonstrating how to be catalysts for the fire in the earth-oven and summoning us to be and do the same, Jesus 
challenges American believers. 
 
Our culture takes pride in its faith in God, but we believe religion and politics should not mix. Clergy may pray before 
legislative sessions and bless conflicts, but criticism and protest are not welcome. Who among us is salt of the earth? 
John J. Pilch 

Symbols and Signs of the Liturgy  -  The cincture 
 
The cincture is the cord worn around the waist by the priest. Its practical purpose is to gather in the loose-fitting alb, so that the 
alb does not impede the movements of the priest. The cincture's symbolic meaning is more significant, however, as it  
represents the virtue of chastity. When the priest ties the cincture about his waist, he prays, "Lord, gird me with the cincture of  
purity and extinguish my fleshly desires, that the virtue of continence and chastity may abide within me." Chastity is a virtue for all 
people in all states of life, of course, but for the celibate priest, this virtue takes on a special character. According to the Rite of 
Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate, chaste celibacy is “at the same time a sign and a stimulus for pastoral charity and a  
special source of spiritual fecundity in the world.” Priests thus “adhere to Christ more easily with an undivided heart, dedicate 
themselves more freely in him and through him to the service of God and men, and more expeditiously minister to his Kingdom 
and the work of heavenly regeneration, and thus they are apt to accept, in a broad sense, paternity in Christ.” (Presbyterorum 
Ordinis, 16) Thus, the call to celibate priesthood is a grace to live out spiritual fatherhood with the entirety of one’s being, such 
that the priest shares in the generative power of Christ in the order of grace. In forgoing the use of their physical generative  
powers, priests channel the whole of their virility into spiritual generation in union with Christ as his instrument in time. The  
cincture is thus both a sign of this commitment to spiritual paternity and a means for the priest to beg daily for the renewal of the 
grace to be chaste. 
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5:13
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/14;35
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/12:49
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5:13
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/9:49
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/8:21
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/12:51
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - August 15  
The doctrine of the Assumption of Mary is recent: 1950. 
But the belief among the faithful that 
Mary was assumed body and soul into 
heaven at the time of her death dates 
to the early Church. Mary is also the 
summation of all Christians—what 
happened to her, will happen to us. 
Thus, she is the testimony of our own 
resurrection at the end of time. 
 
Saint Stephen of Hungary - August 16    
Stephen of Hungary was both a king 
and a Christian. So, he embodied both 
the civil and the religious aspects of 
life in his person. Saint Stephen  
expressed those aspects in the best 
way he knew how according to his 
culture and period of history. 
 
Saint Joan of the Cross - August 17    
Transformation from greedy and surly 
businesswoman to saint is the story of 
Saint Joan of the Cross. Her  
conversion is credited to an elderly 
woman who most people thought was 
crazy, but who reached Saint Joan’s 
heart. Joan of the Cross went on to 
found a religious congregation and 
several charitable institutions. 
 
Saint Louis of Toulouse - August 18    
Born into royalty and headed for the 
throne of his father, Saint Louis of 
Toulouse renounced his status,  
became a Franciscan, and was 
named a bishop. It was during the 
years that he was held hostage and 
under the tutelage of the Friars, that 
Saint Louis began to realize his call to 
something other than the throne. 
 
Saint John Eudes -  August 19    
Saint John Eudes was a noted preach-
er and confessor. He founded several 
seminaries because he saw the need 
for clerical formation. He also founded 
a couple of religious communities to 
address other needs that he saw. 
Saint John had a great devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Perspective of Justice 
20th Sunday of Ordinary Time C  
 
 
A Poor and Simple Girl 
The song that Luke puts in Mary’s mouth when 
she visits Elizabeth speaks of a God who had 
“deposed the mighty from their thrones and raised 
the lowly to high places.” Mary herself is a prime 
example of the lowly raised to high places: a poor 
and simple girl, a virgin from an insignificant part of 
the world, raised to the status of Mother of God, 
and today “raised body and soul to the glory of 
heaven.” 
 
There is an attractiveness about God raising the 
lowly that makes it pleasing for us to accept, at 
least theoretically. We react positively to the rais-
ing of a Mother Theresa from the status of lowly 
servant of the hopeless to that of Nobel Peace 
Prize winner. We are less attracted to the idea of 
God deposing the mighty from their thrones, espe-
cially if we live in the “First World” and in the coun-
try that boasts of being first in the world. 
 
Mary said: “The hungry he has given every good 
thing, while the rich he has sent empty away.” This 
should come as good news to the poor, and 
should be of some concern to affluent Americans, 
who belong to the richest five percent of the 
world’s population. 
 
 Let the entire body of the faithful  
 pour forth persevering prayer to  
 the Mother of God and Mother of  
 men. Let them implore that she who  
 aided the beginnings of the Church  
 by her prayers may now, exalted as  
 she is in heaven above all the saints  
 and angels, intercede with her Son in  
 the fellowship of all the saints.” 
 
Vatican II, Constitution on the Church 1964:69 

 
 

Gerald Darring 
 
 
 
 

  

August 14, 2022                                                                                                                         20th Sunday in Ordinary Time       

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/assumption-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-stephen-of-hungary
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-joan-of-the-cross
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-louis-of-toulouse
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-john-eudes
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html


4                                                                                                                                                                                       970 

       Our Lady of Hope Parish                                       
 

Mass Intentions August 13th through August 21st 
August 13, Saturday Masses:   
8:00am St. James – Memorial Chester and Mary Chase 
by Philippe Lavallee 
4:00pm - St. Mary Wedding Anniversary Remembrance 
Leopold and Ella LaMarche by the Family 
4:30pm St. James – Memorial Kathryn and Leland 
Thomas by Matt Baril 
August 14, Sunday Masses:  
7:30am  St. Mary – For the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
7:30am  St. James – Memorial Sophie and Butch 
Wladyslawski by the Radzik Family, Deceased  
Members of the Wojnar Family by Peter and Elaine 
Wojnar and Family 
9:00am St. Philip – Birthday Remembrance Jay Swett 
by the Parish 
10:00am St. James – Yadwiga a Special Intention 
10:30am – St. Mary – 2nd Anniversary Carolina  
Teodoro, Birthday Remembrance Malvina Killoran and 
33rd Anniversary Thomas Killoran by their daughter  
Elizabeth Killoran, Birthday Remembrance Phyllis Dorr 
and Memorial Frank Dorr by the Family 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass  
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass – 1st Anniversary 
Cecile Johnson 
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass  
Thursday, St. James – 7:00pm Mass – 5th Anniversary 
Carol Radzik by the Radzik Family 
Friday, St. James – 8:00am Mass – Memorial Rev. 
Pierre Dumas by Bob and Carolyn Cournoyer 
August 20, Saturday Masses:   
8:00am St. James – Memorial Maryann Lavallee by the 
Family 
4:00pm St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Phillippe 
LaMarche by the Family, Birthday Remembrance John 
DeFoe by the Family 
4:30pm St. James – Personal Intention of Fran 
August 21, Sunday Masses:  
7:30am St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Rosemary 
Hutt by the Family, 2nd Anniversary Megan McNeil 
7:30am St. James – Memorial George Turpin Sr. by  
Peter and Elaine Wojnar and Family 
9:00am St. Philip – 7th Anniversary Jean Welsh by her 
Family 
10:00am St. James – Memorial Dominic Vuong Vu by 
the Ponce Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – 60th Wedding Anniversary  
Congratulations to Leo & Joyce Gravel by their Family 

Sunday Offertory – Our Lady of Hope Parish 
$ 8,527.00 

Weekly collections for last weekend at all 3 Churches. 
$12,086.95 

Auto tithing dollars for all 3 Churches for July 2022 
Thank you! 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at https://
ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on https://facebook.com/olohgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office –  508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office – 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Special Collections: 
Aid for Church in Eastern/Central Europe 

August 14 
Partners in Charity  -  Final Collection 

August 21 
Fr. Henault Haiti Collection 

August 28 

Partners in Charity 2022 
  

Have you pledged or donated to  
Partners in Charity yet?  
 
A final collection will take place on  08/21/22. 

 

Pilgrimage to the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy 
 
Join us on Friday, August 19, for a day-long pilgrimage to the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts. The cost of the trip is $40. Sign-up sheets are posted at the entrances to all three churches, 
or you can email Father Derek at fr.mobilio@gmail.com, or call the parish office. We are going to car pool, so 
please indicate whether you need a ride or not when you sign up.   
 
Thanks, Fr. Derek Mobilio 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
https://facebook.com/olohgrafton
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
mailto:fr.mobilio@gmail.com
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HELP NEEDED FOR FALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
 
Your help is needed! Please consider sharing your faith as a Catechist or Aide with the young people of our parish.  Please 
contact Darleen at  dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org for more info or if you can help. Training is provided. 
 
Sunday  9:15-10:15am     Grades N-6         St. Mary campus  
Monday 4:30-5:30pm     Grades N-6       St. Mary campus  
Sunday  6:00-7:00pm       Grades 7-HS      St. Philip campus 
Monday 6:30-7:30pm       Grades 7-HS      St. James campus  (Note: information incorrect in past bulletins) 
 
We are also in need of Substitute Catechists and Aides for all grades as well as Office Helpers during each of the above 
time periods. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Lady of Hope Parish  
Vacation Bible School 

August 22-24, 2022   
           9am-1pm              

      Grades 1-6           
 St. Mary campus    

     
            SUPERHEROES OF THE BIBLE              

 
         FREE — BUT REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
 
Games, scripture stories, prayer, skits, music, arts & 
crafts, and a whole lot of fun!!!  
 
Register at: https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/vbs 
 
For more info contact:    dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

CONFIRMATION 
 

Confirmation information and registration forms have 
been emailed to Our Lady of Hope RE and Catholic 
School families with potential Confirmation students. If 
you did not receive this email, please contact Darleen 
at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
 
Confirmation Request Letters and Preconfirmation 
Interview Questions—Students should be working on 
these now. They need to be submitted before  
scheduling the Confirmation interview.   
 
Confirmation Interview sign up link can be found at: 
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/confirmation 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Ongoing Registration for Fall  
Religious Education Classes 

 
See link at: 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/religious-education 
 

Fall classes begin week of Sept 11/12  

 

We are also looking for volunteers to assist during 
VBS.  Teaching a lesson, snack servers, preparing and 
leading arts & crafts, music, or games.  Please contact 
Darleen at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org if you would 
like to be part of this awesome and fun adventure!  Be a 
superhero by sharing your time and talents with our 
young church! 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

     Saturday, August 27, 2022     4:00pm Mass 
     Our Lady of Hope Parish          St. Mary campus 
 
School is beginning, and we want to start the year off 
right. There is no better way than beginning with a 
blessing! Come to the 4pm Mass to receive a special 
prayer for all kids and teachers this school year. There 
will also be a fun gift for students to 
help them remember they are loved by 
God every day. Feel free to bring your 
backpacks if you wish.  
 

For more info contact: 
dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

 

mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/vbs
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/confirmation
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/religious-education
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
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Market Sunday    
 
Market Sunday is a ministry that supplies non-perishable food, personal care items, paper 
products and cleaning supplies monthly to the families supported by the Society of St Vincent 
de Paul. Donations can be left at any time during the month in the gathering space at St. 
Philip's or St Mary's campus. 
 
Our next Market Sunday is September 3/4.  We welcome & very much appreciate all  
donations! As we move into the Fall, we are particularly in need of: Pasta sauce & Canned  
tomatoes. Hot cereal, Juice & Juice boxes, Peanut Butter, Pancake mix & syrup, Cookies & 
Crackers, Tissues & Paper Towels 
 
If you know of anyone needing assistance providing for themselves or their families, please 
refer them to the Society of St Vincent de Paul at 508 839-3993 x35. All information is kept strictly confidential 

 

August 14, 2022                                                                                                                         20h Sunday in Ordinary Time       

We are planning a BIG Celebration for our new parish on Saturday, Sept. 17th, 
2022 at The Grafton Lions Club!  There will be lots of fun, food, activities and 
MORE!   
 

Please see https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/welcome-to-oloh for details.  We'll need lots of help and 
enthusiasm to make it a GREAT celebration!" 

THE HARVEST FAIR NEEDS YOU!  
 
We are in need of items for the Craft Table, Silent Auction, Buy-A-Basket Table and White Elephant Table.  
 
Crafts, basket items, silent auction items can be left in the marked bins in the St. James vestibule or in church 
basement in room to the right. White Elephant items can be left in the bin on the back porch of the rectory or in St. 
James’ garage. 
 
Any gift certificates PLEASE mail directly to St. James or drop-in mail slot @ side door to rectory PLEASE, PLEASE 
label all donations as to what table they are for, also add value of item, especially crafts, so we have a better idea 
how to price them. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to be involved, please contact Lillian Jones ldjones14@verizon.net  508-839-
3738 (home), Maryellen Kuras mekuras@verizon.net, 508-868-1547 (cell), Al Lapan  508-868-0901 (cell).  
 
Check out our website at https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/harvest-fair for more details. Thank you for your support! 

Calling All Our Lady of Hope Friends: 
We Need Help with Harvest Fair Raffle Mailing 

Do You Have An Hour or Two to Help Us? 
 
Our Lady of Hope’s first major fundraiser — a melding of two great holiday traditions for the Grafton Catholic  
community: the St. James Harvest Fair and the St. Philip’s Christmas Fair — will be held on Saturday, Nov. 5 at the St. 
James Church campus. 
 
But to make this a success, we need your help. There are many areas where volunteers are needed but right now, we 
need help with the Cash Raffle. 
 
Do you have some time to help us stuff envelopes and put labels on the envelopes during the month of August? 
You can do this from home or as a group — your choice. We will also need help with an envelope stuffing event later 
in August or early September. Can you help us? 
 
If you would like to help with this effort (we promise to make it fun), please call, text or e-mail Patti Hart at email address 
PEHart@aol.com or call/text 508-245-6981. Thank you for considering helping this very vital and happy ministry. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/welcome-to-oloh
mailto:ldjones14@verizon.net
mailto:mekuras@verizon.net
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/harvest-fair
mailto:PEHart@aol.com
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 

Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 

Office Hours 
St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 

Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 
 

St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am  -  2:00pm 

 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

  Saturday Vigil Masses     Weekday Masses 
  4:00pm St Mary       Monday 8am at St Mary 
  4:30pm St. James     Tuesday 12pm at St Mary 
  Sunday Masses      Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
  7:30am St. Mary     Thursday 7pm at St James 
  7:30am St. James      Friday 8am at St James 
  9:00am St. Philip      Saturday 8am at St James 
  10:00am St. James  
  10:30am St. Mary   

 
 
 
 

 

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         508-839-3993 x29      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager             508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@stmarysgrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager           rdennis@stmarysgrafton.org 
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 
 
Ministries: 
St. Vincent de Paul Society        508-839-3993 x35      All information kept confidential 
Prayer Line          508-839-3993 x18 
Soup Kitchen          508-839-3993 x10 
Youth Group Ministry            youthgroup@stmarysgrafton.org 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:30 PM at 
St. Mary Church, Saturdays 3:00 PM-4:00 PM at St. James Church or call the office to schedule an  
appointment  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the 
office to make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year  
prior to the wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home  

Please submit your bulletin articles to lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org no later than Tuesdays at 5pm 


