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“When you hold a banquet invite the poor, 

 the crippled, the lame, the blind.” - Luke 14:1 
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Symbols and Signs of the Liturgy  
Incense 

"Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a gold censer. He was given a great quantity of incense to offer, along with 
the prayers of all the holy ones, on the gold altar that was before the throne. The smoke of the incense along with the prayers of 
the holy ones went up before God from the hand of the angel." (Revelation 8:3-4) The Church takes this passage from John's 
vision of the heavenly liturgy in the Book of Revelation as the Scriptural foundation for the use of incense in the Holy Mass and in 
Eucharistic Adoration. The incense principally represents the prayers of the faithful gathered at the Holy Sacrifice rising up to 
God, as King David prayed in Psalm 141: "Lord, I call to you... Let my prayer be as incense before you..." This notion is echoed in 
the prayer traditionally prayed by the priest as he incenses the offerings during the Mass: "May this incense blessed by You, arise 
before You, O Lord, and may Your mercy come down upon us." The word "incense" is from the Latin "incendere," which means 
"to set on fire" as in a sacrifice. That is, burning incense is sacrificial, because incense is not cheap. Remember that incense 
(frankincense) was one of the precious gifts offered to the Infant Jesus by the Magi. We offer it to God as a sweet-smelling  
oblation in His presence, recognizing that we should always offer our best things to God, and that we should not merely give to 
God from our excess, but from a posture of true sacrifice. 
   
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

VIP Seating 

In ancient Mediterranean cultures, table fellowship – hosting and attending dinners – was an 
integral part of maintaining one’s status. People invited their peers – or even their superiors 
– to dinner with the expectation that they would in turn be invited by those same guests to 
their own dinner occasions. In shame-and-honor societies like that of first century Israel, establishing one’s place in the social 
hierarchy – and preserving one’s status – was crucial. Therefore, inviting someone who was significantly below you in social 
standing would be unheard of, let alone agreeing to attend a dinner they hosted. 

In this weekend’s Gospel (Luke 14:1, 7-14), Jesus’ story of the wedding banquet isn’t meant to offer a clever way of being 
acknowledged as an honored guest by feigning humility. Instead, as the evangelist Luke makes clear, Jesus is offering the story 
of the wedding banquet as a parable. And, as with all parables, the point is to shake us out of our complacency and see the 
world in a new way, to see the world through the lens of the Kingdom of God. 

Thus Jesus is speaking not of a worldly banquet, but of the heavenly banquet, with God as the one inviting us to the feast. We 
find favor with God – our host – not through our own actions, our status in worldly affairs, our popularity, wealth, good looks, 
or wit, but only through our relationship with God. We must come to him in humble obedience, in poverty of spirit, with hearts 
turned meekly towards him. We can do nothing to merit our place at the table. It is only God’s mercy and generosity that grant 
us a seat. 

By the same token, however, we must be as merciful and welcoming to others as God is to us. As followers of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, we must welcome to our worship, our fellowship, to a place at God’s table, those whom we would otherwise look 
down upon or be unlikely to associate with. We shouldn’t be seeking out those who can benefit our parish the most 
(financially, for instance), but instead should be seeking those who themselves will benefit the most from encountering our 
Savior through our parish community. 

Participation in the life of the Church isn’t a means of establishing one’s worth or one’s social status within the Christian  
community, but instead it is a means of extending God’s invitation (as the true and ultimate host) to the lost and broken, the 
weak and wounded, the ones who God particularly desires to know his Son and hear the Good News of his Gospel message. 
And we need to be willing to get down in the metaphorical (or sometimes literal) dirt and mud and filth with the poor, the 
abandoned, the failures, and the fallen. Not so we can give them a “hand out” or show them the “right” way to do things, but 
because in so many ways we're no different: all of us in some way are failed versions of the person God has created us to be. If 
we are any different it is only because through grace we have heard and accepted the invitation to God’s table fellowship, and 
so we should want others to learn of that invitation too.  

In the end, Jesus is calling us to live like the God we believe in. Like the God we would hope to encounter when we've failed, 

when we've messed up, when we are humbled and humiliated, when we are pressed into the dirt that we came from 
(humility after all comes from the Latin word humus, which means “of the earth”) and are hoping for someone to lift us up, not 
look down their nose at us. 

That's the God most of us hope to encounter and that's the kind of Christian the world needs to encounter if we want them to truly know 
Jesus Christ: one who is standing at the door inviting others into the feast, rather than trying to sneak in early to stake out a 
claim for VIP seating before others can get the “good” seats. 

Deacon Tim 
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Martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist - August 29  

The martyrdom of John the Baptist is 
one of the most gruesome stories in 
the New Testament. Yet it is the story 
of the victory of faith and loyalty over 
cowardice and hate.  

 

Saint Jeanne Jugan - August 30  

Canonized in 2009, Saint Jeanne  
Jugan had a history of helping the 
elderly and the poor. She founded 
the Little Sisters of the Poor to help 
her with her work, and by the time of 
her death the community numbered 
2400 women.  
 

Saints Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus - August 31  

We know little about Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus except 
what we find in scripture. We do 
know that they were Jewish men 
of some standing who were not 
afraid to express their respect for 
Jesus.  

 

Saint Giles - September 1   

One of the 14 Holy  
Helpers of Germany, Saint 
Giles was a popular saint 
in Germany, England, and 
elsewhere. While we know 
little about him, his wide 
popularity attests to his 
holiness.  
 

Blessed John Francis Burté and Companions - September 2  

Victims of the French  
Revolution, these blesseds 
witnessed to their faith by 
refusing to take a civil oath 
which amounted to a denial 
of their faith. On a single 
day in Paris, 185 people 
were martyred.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Perspective of Justice 
22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time C  

Resembling God 
The God we worship is “the father of orphans and the 

defender of widows who gives a home to the forsaken 

and leads forth prisoners to prosperity and has made a 

home for the poor.” The God we worship tells us: “when 

you have a reception, invite beggars and the crippled, 

the lame and the blind.” 

Does our ministry bear any resemblance to the God we 

worship? Do we provide shelter to homeless children? 

Do we stand up for the lonely elderly? Do we lead  

prisoners to prosperity? Do we make our church a 

home for the poor? Do we invite the helpless to our  

party? 

Today’s liturgy challenges us to a different lifestyle, one 

based on forgiveness, love and faith, humble living, the 

following of Jesus, who is gentle and lowly of heart, 

peacemaking and suffering persecution, and service of 

others. 

We know that we have responded to this challenge 

when we begin to resemble the God we worship, the 

“God who has made a home for the poor.” 

It is not merely a matter of ‘giving from one’s 

surplus,’ but of helping entire peoples which 

are presently excluded or marginalized to 

enter into the sphere of economic and  

human development. 

 

It is not enough to draw on the surplus goods 

which in fact our world abundantly produces; 

it requires above all a change of lifestyles, of 

models of production and consumption, and 

of the established structures of power which 

today govern societies. 

           Pope John Paul II,     
             Centesimus Annus, 1991: 58 

    Gerald Darring 
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http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_01051991_centesimus-annus.html#-35
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       Our Lady of Hope Parish                                               22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Sunday Offertory – Our Lady of Hope Parish 
August 15th – 23rd, 2022 

$8,133.00  
Weekly Collections for all 3 Churches 

Thank You! 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at https://
ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on https://facebook.com/olhgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office –  508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office – 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Mass Intentions August 27th through September 4th 

 
August 27, Saturday Masses:  
8:00am St. James – Memorial Paul Jordan by Philippe  
Lavallee 
4:00pm St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Henry Gibson 
by Janet LaMarche, Birthday Remembrance Brother  
Llewellyn Kouba by Janet LaMarche, 14

th
 Anniversary  

Jessica Ann Jackman by her Family 
4:30pm St. James – Memorial Doris, Norman, and Donna 
Wood by Carol Bagdist and Debbie Hill 
August 28, Sunday Masses: 
7:30am St. Mary – 33

rd
 Anniversary Richard Fleming by 

the Family, Birthday Remembrance Rosemary Hutt by her 
Family 
7:30am St. James – Memorial Brian Silver by his Family 
9:00am St. Philip – Months Mind James Bolack by his 
Family, Memorial Walter, Mary, John, and Mary Ann  
Pollinger by the Family 
10:00am St. James – Memorial Maria Suoi Cao by the 
Ponce Family, Months Mind Francis Jacques 
10:30am – St. Mary – Months Mind Francis Jacques,  
Memorial John Fabiano and Memorial Kathleen Fabiano 
by their Family 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass – 4

th
 Anniversary  

Janet Charest 
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass 
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass 
Thursday, St. James – 7:00pm Mass – 1

st
 Anniversary 

Margaret “Peg” Gronberg 
Friday, St. James – 8:00am Mass – Memorial Robert 
Guertin by Matt Baril 
September 3, Saturday Masses:  
8:00am St. James – 
4:00pm St. Mary – Anniversary Memorial for Florence & 
Irving Shanley by the Family, Birthday Remembrance 
Marge Spence by the Family, 34

th
 Anniversary James 

Rynn by the Family 

4:30pm St. James – Memorial John Nhan La by the  
Ponce Family 
September 4, Sunday Masses: 
7:30am St. Mary – Holy Souls in Purgatory 
7:30am St. James – Memorial Kenny Taylor by Peter & 
Elaine Wojnar & Family 
9:00am St. Philip – 
10:00am St. James – All Grandparents & Ancestors’ Souls 
by the Pham Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – Memorial Betty Benoit by her Family, 
Memorial Shirley Sullivan by her Family 

Special Collections: 

Fr. Henault Haiti Collection 
August 28th 

 Annual Catholic Schools Appeal   
September 25th  

Finance Council 
Members 

Nancy Atchue 
Brian Langevine 
Helder Machado 
Rolande Parent 

John Riemer 
Tina Skowronek 

Lisa Stewart (Ex Officio 
member) 

  Partners in Charity 2022  

   Collected this past weekend:  

                  $345.75 
   Thank you for you generosity! 

 

Pastoral Council Members 

  
 Ron Dennis Lori Lauria 
 Thomas Grauski Ed Romeo 
 Katie Hanna Mary Sevon 
 Patti Hart Joan Shanley 
    

Ex Officio Members 
Deacon Tim Cross 

Darleen Farland 
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

Lisa Stewart 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 5:15 p.m. ET. 

Go to - > ourladyofhopegrafton.org/prayer-ministry   
and click on "PRAY WITH US"   

For details, email  olohpray4us@gmail.com 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
https://facebook.com/olohgrafton
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/prayer-ministry
https://meet.google.com/uix-mwrj-zmh
mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com
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HELP NEEDED FOR FALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
 
Your help is needed! Please consider sharing your faith as a Catechist or Aide with the young people of our parish. Please 
contact Darleen at  dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org for more info or if you can help. Training is provided. 
 
Sunday  9:15-10:15am     Grades N-6         St. Mary campus  
Monday 4:30-5:30pm     Grades N-6       St. Mary campus  
Sunday  6:00-7:00pm       Grades 7-HS      St. Philip campus 
Monday 6:30-7:30pm       Grades 7-HS      St. James campus  (Note: information incorrect in past bulletins) 

We are also in need of Substitute Catechists and Aides for all grades as well as Office Helpers during each of the above 
time periods. 

Adult Education Series on our soon to be newly  
beatified Pope John Paul 1 
 
Known as the “Smiling Pope”, come learn more about  
Albino Luciani, Pope John Paul 1, who is scheduled to 
be beatified on September 4

th
. Sessions will include 

looking at his writings, his correspondence to figures 
such as  Pinocchio, King David, and other famous  
people and characters, viewing a movie about his life 
and connection to Sr. Lucia of Fatima, learning about 
his papal motto, and playing an interactive trivia game. 
 
Tuesdays 6:30-8:00pm  Sept 13

th
, 20

th
, 27

th
 

Our Lady of Hope Parish St. Mary Campus 
  
To register email Darleen at: dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

 

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Divine Mercy  
 

 

We had a beautiful  
pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of Divine Mercy 
with about 25 people 
attending. Father Derek 
gave a wonderful talk, 
and the day was filled 
with graces including 
adoration, walking rosary, Confession, Mass, praying the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet and a wonderful dinner! 

  
 

 
Ongoing Registration for Fall  
Religious Education Classes 

 
See link at: 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/religious-education 
 

Fall classes begin week of Sept 11/12  

CONFIRMATION 
 

Confirmation information and registration forms have 
been emailed to Our Lady of Hope RE and Catholic 
School families with potential Confirmation students. If 
you did not receive this email, please contact Darleen 
at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
 
Confirmation Request Letters and Preconfirmation 
Interview Questions—Students should be working on 
these now. They need to be submitted before  
scheduling the Confirmation interview.   
 
Confirmation Interview sign up link can be found at: 
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/confirmation 
 
 
 

Save the Date! Grafton Troop 106 Recycle Day  
Saturday, September 24th, 2022, 9am – 1pm  
Drop off at St. Mary’s Lower Lot 
17 Waterville Street, North Grafton 

What to bring?  
Scrap metal: washing machines, dryers, metal 
car parts, ovens, etc. (no hazardous material) 
Clothing: including torn items (no shoes) 

All Parish offices will be closed 
on Monday, September 5th  
in observance of Labor Day. 
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Market Sunday    
 
Our next Market Sunday is September 3/4.  We welcome & very much appreciate all  
donations! As we move into the Fall, we are particularly in need of: Pasta sauce & Canned  
tomatoes. Hot cereal, Juice & Juice boxes, Peanut Butter, Pancake mix & syrup, Cookies & 
Crackers, Tissues & Paper Towels 

If you know of anyone needing assistance providing for themselves or their families, please 
refer them to the Society of St Vincent de Paul at 508 839-3993 x35. All information is kept 
strictly confidential 

August 28, 2022                                                                                                                         22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time       

THE HARVEST FAIR NEEDS YOU!  

The Fair has been a 30-year tradition @ St James, a big fundraiser and wonderful community event. 
Now that all 3 campuses are involved, we look forward to a more diverse experience for our fairgoers. 

We are having a Harvest Fair meeting on Mon. Sept 12th in the St James parish hall @ 6:30 PM. All are welcome to 
attend. Come join us, see what it's all about and where you can contribute your time or donation to the various tables. 

The basket committee has been working hard putting themed baskets together for purchase and some larger ones for   
raffle. We could use some items to complete a few baskets such as hand towels (not Christmas themed), teacups, wine 
glasses, cat themed items like toys for the cat lovers, bird lovers' items like suet, bird houses or feeders, art supplies, adult 
coloring books, colored pencils, men's themed items & car supplies. These donations can be dropped off in a marked box 
in all 3 church entrances. Any already filled theme baskets are also very welcomed. Please include list of contents and  
value of these baskets.  

Donations for the craft and silent auction tables can be dropped off at St James church entrance in marked bins or      
basement of church. Please label what table they are for and value of item. Gift certificates may be mailed directly to 
St. James campus, drop off in mail slot located on rectory side door or drop in collection basket @ the campus 
you are attending but please label what it's for. 

White Elephant drop off is located in large labeled gray bin on St James rectory porch. If it doesn't fit and you need garage 
door opened, please come after all Masses, during business hours 9-2 on Wed - Thurs or contact Maryellen or Lillian to 
make arrangements for garage drop off. 

If you have questions or want to be involved, please contact Lillian (Lil) Jones ldjones14@verizon.net, 508-839-3738 (H), 
508-826-7608(C);  Maryellen Kuras mekuras@verizon.net, 508 868 1547(C); or Al Lapan 508-868-0901(C). Thank you for 
your generous donation of time, talent and treasures!  See our website: https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/harvest-fair.    

 
Grandparents/Family Day 
An Intergenerational Celebration 
 
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2022 
 
Who: All Grades K-6 Religious Ed  

Families (Grades 7-H.S. students invited to help) 
 
When: 9:00 – 11:30am (Including Mass) 
 
Where: Our Lady of Hope St. Mary Campus 

Refreshments Available 

More Information: 
 Contact Darleen at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

       
      STOP & SHOP 
   BLOOMIN’ 4 GOOD    
    PROGRAM: 

During the month of  
September, the Soup Kitchen 
Ministry will receive $1 from 

every “Bloomin 4 Good”  
bouquet purchased at Stop & 

Shop, North Grafton.  We are 
grateful for your support! 

We are planning a BIG Celebration for our new parish on Saturday, Sept. 

17th, 2022 at The Grafton Lions Club!  There will be lots of fun, food,  

activities and MORE!   

Please see https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/welcome-to-olh for details. We'll need lots of help and  

enthusiasm to make it a GREAT celebration!" 

mailto:ldjones14@verizon.net
mailto:mekuras@verizon.net
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/harvest-fair
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/welcome-to-oloh


7                                                                                                                                                                                       970 

 

Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 
Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 

 
Office Hours 

St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 
Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 

 
St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 

Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am  -  2:00pm 
 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

  Saturday Vigil Masses     Weekday Masses 
  4:00pm St Mary       Monday 8am at St Mary 
  4:30pm St. James     Tuesday 12pm at St Mary 
  Sunday Masses      Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
  7:30am St. Mary     Thursday 7pm at St James 
  7:30am St. James      Friday 8am at St James 
  9:00am St. Philip      Saturday 8am at St James 
  10:00am St. James  
  10:30am St. Mary   

 
 
 
 

 

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         978-490-6925      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager             508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@stmarysgrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager           rdennis@stmarysgrafton.org 
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 
 
Ministries: 
St. Vincent de Paul Society        508-839-3993 x35      All information kept confidential 
Prayer Line          508-839-3993 x18      Pray online details:   
              olohpray4us@gmail.com        
Soup Kitchen          508-839-3993 x10 
Youth Group Ministry            GraftonYouthGroup@gmail.com 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:30 PM at St. 
Mary Church, Saturdays 3:00 PM-4:00 PM at St. James Church or call the office to schedule an appointment  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the office to 
make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year  
prior to the wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home because of age or illness. 

Please submit your bulletin articles to lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org no later than Tuesday at 5pm 

mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com

