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Symbols and Signs of the Liturgy  
The Confiteor  

The Book of Proverbs says, “The just is the first accuser of himself.” (18:17) Thus, we begin the Holy Mass with the Confiteor,    
(“I confess…”) as an acknowledgment of our sins so that we celebrate the sacred mysteries from a posture of humility. The 
prayer’s essential structure and placement in the Holy Mass dates back to at least the 11th century. The prayer itself dates to at 
least the 7th century, as forms of it appear in preparations for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and as a prayer for the priest to 
pray in the sacristy before offering the Holy Sacrifice.  

When we strike our breasts thrice during the prayer, we do so in imitation of the publican who stood before the Temple saying,   
“O God, be merciful to me, a sinner,” in Luke 18:13. We strike our breasts thrice for the three types of sins we commit: in thought, 
word, and deed, (with sins of omission included as sins of deed.) Even thought we do not often think about where our eyes look 
during Mass, traditionally, the eyes are downcast during the Confiteor. This is to symbolize that we should not presume the mercy 
of God and to acknowledge, as we are reminded every Ash Wednesday, that we are dust and to dust we shall return.  

Fr. Derek Mobilio 

Some of you might have heard that the actor Shia LeBeouf, famous for his roles in the 
movies Holes, Transformers, and The Greatest Game Ever Played and for the television 
series Even Stevens has converted to Catholicism. In a recently released 80-minute 
interview with Bishop Robert Barron, LeBeouf spoke at length about his experience 
coming to the Catholic faith. Much of his conversion can be attributed to his research for 
his role as Padre Pio in a forthcoming movie about the saint’s life. His interview with 
Bishop Barron is insightful and frank. The candor of their conversation is refreshing. 
There is much that we might be able to glean from his story, but let me draw your  
attention to two particular points he made. 
 
In the interview, LaBeouf spoke about his previous views of Jesus Christ. LeBeouf was raised Jewish, but reported that 
even though he made his bar mitzvah at 13 years old, he never totally embraced the Jewish faith in his life. He said that 
before reading the Gospel of Matthew in preparation for his movie role, he thought Jesus was just a man who was “soft, 
fragile, all loving, all listening” but who had “no ferocity, no romance.” But, he then said that who he encountered upon 
actually reading the Gospels was a very different person -- the authentically masculine Jesus Christ.  
 
We might also carry, even subconsciously, the same unthreatening and comfortable vision of Jesus that LeBeouf had 
before his encounter with the Word of God. We might slowly and unwittingly reduce Jesus to a mere feel-good guru or 
to a teacher of trite platitudes, depending on what we pay attention to. But, if we have been attentive to the Gospel of 
Luke over the last month or so, we should immediately recognize that Jesus is not so mushy. Much will be required of 
the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more. … I have come to 
set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were already blazing! … Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. … Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to 
enter but will not be strong enough. … Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself 
will be exalted. Those statements are not the words of a genteel and domesticated self-help guru. They are the words 
of the Incarnate Son of God, true God and true man, who entered into our human condition to suffer and die for us, so 
that we might have true life with Him for all eternity. The false vision of Christ as the hippy-dippy lover does nothing to 
convert souls, nothing to change lives, nothing to break through the disillusionment of our post-Christian era. The false 
Christ does especially little for men like Shia LeBeouf, who want to be challenged and who want to harness their virility 
toward something worth fighting for. The church of the domesticated and effeminate Jesus is not worth joining.  
 
Secondly, but along the same lines, LeBeouf made very interesting statements about being drawn to Catholicism by 
the Traditional Latin Mass. He said, “The Latin Mass affects me deeply… Because it feels like they’re not selling me a 
car.” This statement points to a greater characteristic that should imbue all Catholic worship, whether it is the  
Traditional Latin Mass or the Novus Ordo Mass with which we are most familiar. True worship is entirely focused on 
giving praise and thanks to God, and thus, it should not become a performance that highlights the accomplishments of 
man, nor should it be a listening session of therapeutic deism. We come to Mass to worship God. What we “get out of 
it” is secondary to the chief purpose of our participation in the Holy Sacrifice: “The celebration of Sunday observes the 
moral commandment inscribed by nature in the human heart to render to God an outward, visible, public, and regular 
worship as a sign of his universal beneficence to all.” (CCC 2176) 
 
If we sincerely desire to make our parish a place of true worship and a place in which the splendor of the one true faith 
shines forth in all that we do, we should pay attention to the conversion stories and personal testimonies of men like 
Shia LeBoeuf. Our world offers more than enough in the way of cheap diversions and fleeting titillations. Our world  
offers plenty of soft platitudes by which people can choose to live their lives. Only the Catholic faith offers the fullness of 
the truth, in her authentic teachings which challenge us as Jesus Christ challenged his disciples, and in her solemn 
liturgies which direct their sole focus to the glory of God. If we can get those things right, many more good things will 
follow, please God.  
 
Fr. Derek Mobilio 
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Saint Teresa of Calcutta — September 5 

Mother Teresa was born in  
Albania, but is known for her 
work in India. A member of the 
Sisters of Loreto, she felt a call  
to live among the poor. While  
working with the poorest of the 
poor in India, she founded the 
Missionaries of Charity who  
continue her work. 

Blessed Claudio Granzotto - September 6  

Claudio was the youngest of nine 
children whose father died when 
the boy was only nine years old. 
At the age of 15 he entered the 
army where he served for three 
years. Eventually Claudio joined 
the Franciscans, and was known 
for his artistic abilities. 
 

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam - September 7  

Blessed Frédéric Ozanam 
proved to be a leader who helped 
others help the poor. He also 
formed a newspaper to push the 
cause of justice. In 1833, he 
founded the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society, which continues to 
the present day. 
 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary - September 8   

Affirming the humanity of Jesus, 
the Church celebrates the birth of 
Mary, his mother. While Scripture 
does not record the birth of Mary, 
the apocryphal Protoevangelium 
of James notes the development 
of Christian piety around Mary's 
parents and her birth.  

Saint Peter Claver - September 9  

A native of Spain, young Jesuit 
Peter Claver left his homeland 
forever in 1610, to be a missionary 
in the colonies of the New World. 
He sailed into Cartagena, and  
began a ministry to the slaves 
brought there from West Africa,  
as well as becoming a moral force 
in the city of Cartegena. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Perspective of Justice 
23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time C  

Being Successful 

We Christians tend to gloss over the most startling        
one-liners passed down to us from Jesus such as the one 
that closes today’s Gospel: “None of you can be my     
disciple if he does not renounce all his possessions.” 

The statement shocks, and yet it reflects that basic human 
wisdom which tells us that “the corruptible body burdens 
the soul and the earthen shelter weighs down the mind 
that has many concerns.” 

The issue, then, is true freedom, the ability to follow  
Onesimus (Second Reading) out of slavery. The other  
issue involved here is true worship, the question of priority 
in our lives: who or what is more important. God or our 
possessions? 

Today’s liturgy encourages us to put God first, to long for 
God “like a deer that longs for running streams,” and to 
recognize that “in every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge.” 

It is not evil to want God to prosper the work of our hands. 
It is evil to make a god of creatures and to replace worship 
of the true God with worship of worldly possessions. 

It is not merely a matter of ‘giving from one’s surplus,’ but 
of helping entire peoples, who are presently excluded or 
marginalized, to enter into the sphere of economic and 
human development. 

For this to happen, it is not enough to draw on the surplus 
goods which in fact our world abundantly produces; it   
requires above all a change of lifestyles, of models of   
production and consumption, and of the established   
structures of power which today govern societies. 

 There are some people—the few who possess 
 much—who do not really succeed in ‘being’  
 because, through a reversal of the hierarchy  
 of values, they are hindered by the cult of  
 having. … 
 
 The evil does not consist in ‘having’ as such,  
 but in possessing without regard for the  
 quality and the ordered hierarchy of the  
 goods one has. 
 
 Quality and hierarchy arise from the  
 subordination of goods and their availability  
 o man’s ‘being’ and his true vocation. 

  Pope John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 1987: 28 

Gerald Darring 

 

September 4, 2022                                                                                                                     23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time       

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/090813.cfm
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis.html#-1E
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Sunday Offertory – Our Lady of Hope Parish 

August 24th – 30th, 2022 
$5,978.00 

Weekly Collections for all 3 Churches 
Thank You! 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at https://
ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on https://facebook.com/olhgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office –  508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office – 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Mass Intentions September 3rd through September 11th 

 
September 3, Saturday Masses:  
8:00am St. James 
4:00pm St. Mary – Anniversary Memorial Florence 
and Irving Shanley by the Family, Birthday  
Remembrance Marge Spence by the Family, 
34th Anniversary James Rynn by the Family 
4:30pm St. James – Memorial John Nhan La by the 
Ponce Family 
September 4, Sunday Masses: 
7:30am  St. Mary – For the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
7:30am  St. James – Memorial Kenny Taylor by Peter 
and Elaine Wojnar and Family 
9:00am St. Philip 
10:00am St. James – Memorial for All Grandparents 
and Ancestors’ Souls by the Pham Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – Memorial Betty Benoit by her 
Family, Memorial Shirley Sullivan by her Family 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass 
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass 
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass 
Thursday, St. James – 7:00pm Mass – Memorial 
Joffre and Grace Lavallee by Philippe Lavallee  
Friday, St. James – 8:00am Mass – Memorial Rev. 
Joseph Whalen by Matt Baril 
September 10, Saturday Masses:  
8:00am St. James – Memorial Stevan Remillard by 
his Family 
4:00pm St. Mary – Anniversary for Deceased  
Members of the LaMarche and Paradis Families by 
the Family, 3rd Anniversary Evelyn Davieau 
4:30pm St. James – Memorial Rev. Joseph Garafalo 
and Family by Matt Baril 
September 11, Sunday Masses: 
7:30am  St. Mary – Anniversary George W. Hutt by 
the Family, Birthday Remembrance George R. Hutt 
by the Family, 5th Anniversary Francis McClure by the 
Family 
7:30am  St. James – Memorial Jane and William 
Radzik by the Family 
9:00am St. Philip 
10:00am St. James – Memorial Joseph Hoi La by the 
Ponce Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – 1st Anniversary Peter Carroll by 
Carol and Jim Mulcahy, 5th Anniversary Francis 
McClure by the Family 

Special Collections: 

 Annual Catholic Schools Appeal   
September 25

th
  

ALL ARE WELCOME to the next OLH Property  
Meeting, September 14th 6:30-8:00PM at Saint Philip 
Church. We will be reviewing the status of the 114       
projects we currently have on our FY2023 list. We  
welcome your input, suggestions and HELP. Hope to see 
some newcomers. We meet 3 times a year. Don’t miss 
this one! 

Finance Council 
Members 

Nancy Atchue 
Dan Crossin 

Brian Langevine 
Helder Machado 
Rolande Parent 

John Riemer 
Tina Skowronek 

Lisa Stewart (Ex Officio 
member) 

 

Pastoral Council Members 

  
 Ron Dennis Lori Lauria 
 Thomas Grauski Ed Romeo 
 Katie Hanna Mary Sevon 
 Patti Hart Joan Shanley 
    

Ex Officio Members 
Deacon Tim Cross 

Darleen Farland 
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

Lisa Stewart 

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER  

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 5:15 p.m. ET. 

Go to - > ourladyofhopegrafton.org/prayer-ministry   

and click on "PRAY WITH US" 

For details, email  olhpray4us@gmail.com 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
https://facebook.com/olohgrafton
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/prayer-ministry
https://meet.google.com/uix-mwrj-zmh
mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
Vacation Bible School 

 
 

Adult Education Series on our soon to be newly  
beatified Pope John Paul 1 
 
Known as the “Smiling Pope”, come learn more about  
Albino Luciani, Pope John Paul 1, who is scheduled to 
be beatified on September 4

th
. Sessions will include 

looking at his writings, his correspondence to figures 
such as  Pinocchio, King David, and other famous  
people and characters, viewing a movie about his life 
and connection to Sr. Lucia of Fatima, learning about 
his papal motto, and playing an interactive trivia game. 
 
Tuesdays 6:30-8:00pm  Sept 13

th
, 20

th
, 27

th
 

Our Lady of Hope Parish St. Mary Campus 
  
To register email Darleen at: dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

  
 

 
 

Ongoing Registration for Fall  
Religious Education Classes 

 
See link at: 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/religious-education 
 

Fall classes begin week of Sept 11/12  

 

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Divine Mercy  
 

 

We had a beautiful  
pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of Divine Mercy 
with about 25 people 
attending. Father Derek 
gave a wonderful talk, 
and the day was filled 
with graces including 
adoration, walking rosary, Confession, Mass, praying the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet and a wonderful dinner! 

All Parish offices will be closed 
on Monday, September 5th  
in observance of Labor Day. 
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Grandparents/Family Day 
An Intergenerational Celebration 

 
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2022 
 
Who: All Grades K-6 Religious Ed  
Families (Grades 7-H.S. students invited to help) 
 
When: 9:00 – 11:30am (Including Mass) 
 
Where: Our Lady of Hope St. Mary Campus 

Refreshments Available 

More Information: 
 Contact Darleen at dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

Check out these 
photos from our  
Vacation Bible 
School! The     

children enjoyed 
games, scripture 

stories and music, 
and participated in 
prayer, skits, and 

arts & crafts! 

Thank you 
 to our VBS  
volunteers!  

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Children received a special prayer at the August 27th 
4:00 PM Mass at St. Mary Campus — a great way to 

to start the  
school year! 

mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/religious-education
mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
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THE HARVEST FAIR NEEDS YOU!  

The Fair has been a 30-year tradition @ St James, a big fundraiser and wonderful community event. 
Now that all 3 campuses are involved, we look forward to a more diverse experience for our fairgoers. 

We are having a Harvest Fair meeting on Mon. Sept 12th in the St James parish hall @ 6:30 PM. All are welcome to 
attend. Come join us, see what it's all about and where you can contribute your time or donation to the various tables. 

The basket committee has been working hard putting themed baskets together for purchase and some larger ones for   
raffle. We could use some items to complete a few baskets such as hand towels (not Christmas themed), teacups, wine 
glasses, cat themed items like toys for the cat lovers, bird lovers' items like suet, bird houses or feeders, art supplies, adult 
coloring books, colored pencils, men's themed items & car supplies. These donations can be dropped off in a marked box 
in all 3 church entrances. Any already filled theme baskets are also very welcomed. Please include list of contents and  
value of these baskets.  

Donations for the craft and silent auction tables can be dropped off at St James church entrance in marked bins or      
basement of church. Please label what table they are for and value of item. Gift certificates may be mailed directly to 
St. James campus, drop off in mail slot located on rectory side door or drop in collection basket @ the campus 
you are attending but please label what it's for. 

White Elephant drop off is located in large labeled gray bin on St James rectory porch. If it doesn't fit and you need garage 
door opened, please come after all Masses, during business hours 9-2 on Wed - Thurs or contact Maryellen or Lillian to 
make arrangements for garage drop off. 

If you have questions or want to be involved, please contact Lillian (Lil) Jones ldjones14@verizon.net, 508-839-3738 (H), 
508-826-7608(C);  Maryellen Kuras mekuras@verizon.net, 508 868 1547(C); or Al Lapan 508-868-0901(C). Thank you for 
your generous donation of time, talent and treasures!  See our website: https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/harvest-fair.    

Market Sunday    
 
Our next Market Sunday is this weekend.  We welcome & very much appreciate all  
donations! As we move into the Fall, we are particularly in need of: Pasta sauce & Canned  
tomatoes. Hot cereal, Juice & Juice boxes, Peanut Butter, Pancake mix & syrup, Cookies & 
Crackers, Tissues & Paper Towels 

If you know of anyone needing assistance providing for themselves or their families, please          
refer them to the Society of St Vincent de Paul at 508 839-3993 x35. All information is kept strictly confidential. 

STOP & SHOP  
BLOOMIN’ 4 GOOD PROGRAM 

 

 

During the month of  
September, the Soup Kitchen Ministry 
will receive $1 from every “Bloomin 4 
Good” bouquet purchased at Stop & 
Shop, North Grafton. We are grateful for 

your support! 

We are planning a BIG Celebration for our new parish on Saturday, Sept. 
17th,  2022 at The Grafton Lions Club!  There will be lots of fun, food,  
activities and MORE!   

 

 Please see https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/welcome-to-olh for details. We'll need lots of help and  

 enthusiasm to make it a GREAT celebration!" 

Save the Date! Grafton Troop 106 Recycle Day  
Saturday, September 24th, 2022, 9am – 1pm  
Drop off at St. Mary’s Lower Lot 
17 Waterville Street, North Grafton 

What to bring?  
Scrap metal: washing machines, dryers, metal 
car parts, ovens, etc. (no hazardous material) 
Clothing: including torn items (no shoes) 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PARISH TITHING COMMITTEE 
 

It is again thanks to your generosity that we are able to provide tithes to the  
following 501c3 organizations: 
 

Local:  $210.48 each to St. Luke’s Guesthouse* and Jeremiah’s Inn 
National:  $168.38 to Mercy Home for Boys and Girls 
International:  $126.00 to Project Hope and Feed the Hungry. In addition, a monthly 
donation of $600.00 continues to be provided to our twinning parish, Sts. Pierre and 

Paul in Haiti. 

*To learn more about  
 St. Luke’s Guesthouse,  
 please visit their website:    
www.stlukesguesthouse.org 

Committee members: Nancy Atchue, 
Peter Cardoza, Sharon Doane, Sue 
Treveloni, Joan Shanley 

mailto:ldjones14@verizon.net
mailto:mekuras@verizon.net
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/harvest-fair
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/welcome-to-oloh
http://www.stlukesguesthouse.org


7                                                                                                                                                                                       970 

 

Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 
Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 

 
Office Hours 

St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 
Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 

 
St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 

Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am  -  2:00pm 
 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

  Saturday Vigil Masses     Weekday Masses 
  4:00pm St Mary       Monday 8am at St Mary 
  4:30pm St. James     Tuesday 12pm at St Mary 
  Sunday Masses      Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
  7:30am St. Mary     Thursday 7pm at St James 
  7:30am St. James      Friday 8am at St James 
  9:00am St. Philip      Saturday 8am at St James 
  10:00am St. James  
  10:30am St. Mary   

 
 
 
 

 

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         978-490-6925      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager             508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@stmarysgrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager           rdennis@stmarysgrafton.org 
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 
 
Ministries: 
St. Vincent de Paul Society        508-839-3993 x35      All information kept confidential 
Prayer Line          508-839-3993 x18      Pray online details:   
              olhpray4us@gmail.com        
Soup Kitchen          508-839-3993 x10 
Youth Group Ministry            GraftonYouthGroup@gmail.com 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:30 PM at St. 
Mary Church, Saturdays 3:00 PM-4:00 PM at St. James Church or call the office to schedule an appointment  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the office to 
make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year  
prior to the wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home because of age or illness. 

Please submit your bulletin articles to lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org no later than Tuesday at 5pm 

mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com

