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Symbols and Signs of the Liturgy  

“Let Us Pray”  
What’s the good of saying “Let us pray” when we are already praying? The Mass began a few minutes ago, so what is the priest 
doing when he invites the people to pray? Well, firstly, to speak directly to the assembled people is an act of graciousness that 
the Church demands of the priest, so that he remembers that he is praying on behalf of the gathered people. This was perhaps a 
more obvious need when the priest faced the same direction as the people (ad Deum, “toward God”) for most of the Mass, 
(which, we should note, was not outlawed by the liturgical reforms of the Second Vatican Council.) Nevertheless, since the 
priest’s eyes might still be downcast so that he is not distracted during prayer by looking out directly at the people during the  
Confiteor and the Gloria, this is certainly still a good reminder for him that with the Collect, he is about to offer a priestly prayer as 
a mediator between the people and God. Secondly, if we are honest with ourselves, “Let us pray” is also for those whose minds 
might have wandered during the Gloria, perhaps because we found the melody too meandering or the tempo too slow, or  
perhaps because we too were looking at the people around us a bit too much. If we find ourselves liable to distraction at Mass, 
then “Let us pray” is the wake-up call to tell us the Collect is coming—a very important prayer which can set the tone for the entire 
Mass, indicating how we are to listen to the Word of God and how we are to direct our personal prayers the rest of the way.   
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

God or Mammon 
 

This weekend’s Gospel reading (Luke 16:1-13) offers one of Jesus’ most challenging 
and misunderstood parables. If we read the parable as one of Christ’s example stories 
(“go and do likewise”), rather than as a true parable, we will completely miss the point 
he was making to his audience. Just as the parable a few weeks ago encouraging his 
disciples to take the lowest place at table was not an instruction on dining etiquette, this weekend’s parable is not meant to 
give instructions on how to be a good cheat. Instead, Jesus is encouraging his followers to focus on the greatest of  
treasures – eternal salvation.  
 
Parables, by definition, are meant to offer fictional depictions of events in everyday life that force listeners (and readers) to 
look at the world in a new way in light of the coming Kingdom of God. They were meant by Jesus to provide a lesson, but 
not meant to be understood literally. 
 
In the current parable, the dishonest steward – who is dishonest because he forgives portions of debts that were owed not 
to him but to his master, and therefore were not his to forgive – is praised for his shrewdness in looking after his own future 
well-being. Jesus has the steward acknowledge that he is unfit for manual labor and is too proud to beg, so he needs to 
secure his future by ingratiating himself with his master’s clients. Jesus is not encouraging his disciples to cheat, lie, or 
steal. Instead, he is warning that those who claim to follow him must be just as energetic and foresightful as this steward in 
preparing for the Kingdom of God that Jesus has come to proclaim and bring about. 
 
Christ encourages us to “make friends with dishonest wealth” not in the sense of cozying up to dirty money, but to use the 
wealth and possessions of this world – which he has been warning us for the past several weeks in the Gospel readings 
can lead to our ruin – to bring about the reign of God, rather than for our own luxury and personal benefit (in this lifetime). 
In Luke’s Gospel, wealth is seen as a significant hindrance to discipleship; more often than not leading one away from  
gospel values, rather than enhancing our life of discipleship. Jesus encourages us – like the dishonest agent – to be  
generous in giving away our money. The last line of the Gospel reading makes this clear: we “cannot serve both God and 
mammon.” We must choose one or the other. 
 
Mammon is an Aramaic word (the language Jesus would have spoken) for possessions, wealth, or other things of value, 
and comes from the same root as the Hebrew word amen, which means “it is true.” In other words, mammon are those 
physical or worldly things that we put faith or belief in over God. Ironically, American currency has the words “In God We 
Trust” printed on it; yet our capitalist and consumption-oriented society places far more value on the dollar and the things it 
can buy than on God or salvation. 
 
As “people of the light” (followers of Jesus Christ), we must re-orient ourselves and put our service of God and his people – 
especially the poorest, weakest and most vulnerable of society – ahead of our own narrow self-interests or personal  
accumulation of wealth, status, power, or possessions. Unlike the dishonest steward though, it is not so much so that we 
can curry favor with God or with the poor. Instead, living lives of generosity, compassion, charity, and mercy are visible 
signs of who we serve and what we value most: God and His kingdom. As Christians, it is not just at the end time and in 
the afterlife that we seek to see God’s reign made visible. We are called to collaborate with Christ in bringing about his 
kingdom of peace, justice, mercy, and forgiveness every day of our lives.  
 
As retired U.S. Army chaplain Richard Niell Donovan writes: “Wrong attitudes about money can bring about spiritual ruin. 
Nevertheless, it is possible to use money in Christ-like ways. This world prepares us for eternity and tests us to see if we 
are willing to live by kingdom values. Those who live by kingdom values in this world gain access to true riches in the next, 
but those who fail to do so are denied access to those riches.” 
Deacon Tim 
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The Perspective of Justice 
25th Sunday of Ordinary Time C   

Lifting Up the Poor 
 
Today’s liturgy contains a double-barreled attack on the 
rich. The Gospel warns us that “you cannot give yourself 
to God and money.” We cannot serve two masters, trying 
to worship at the altars of both God and wealth. 
 
The First Reading is harsher. It contains Amos’  
diatribe against the wealthy “who trample upon the needy 
and destroy the poor of the land!” 
 
Contrasting this image of rich people at war with the poor 
is the image of God lifting up the poor and of Christ  
becoming poor to make us rich out of his poverty. 
 
“I am the Savior of all people, says the Lord. What-ever 
their troubles, I will answer their cry.” God saves both rich 
and poor and answers the cry of both rich and poor. 
 
The important thing to notice is that in God’s world the 
poor are heard and they are lifted up, unlike in the world 
we ourselves have created. In God’s world, it isn’t just the 
rich who have it all. 
 
If we worship the true God, and if we want to enter the 
world that God rules, then we will do as God does,  
listening to the cry of the poor and lifting them up. To  
ignore and mistreat the poor is to invite God’s justice: 
“Never will I forget a thing they have done.” 
 

We ought to sharpen the awareness  
of our duty of solidarity with the poor, 
to which charity leads us. This solidarity  
means that we make ours their problems  
and their struggles, that we know how to  
speak with them. This has to be concretized  
in criticism of injustice and oppression, In the 
struggle against the intolerable situation  
which a poor person often has to tolerate,  
in the willingness to dialogue with the groups  
responsible for that situation in order to make 
them understand their obligations.” 
 
Latin American Bishops, Medellin Documents, 
Poverty of the Church, 1968:10    

 
Gerald Darring 

 
 
 
 
Saint Januarius - September 19   
Little is known about the life of 
Januarius. Legend has it that he 
and his companions were thrown 
to the bears in the amphitheater 
of Pozzuoli, but the animals failed 
to attack them. They were then  
beheaded, and Januarius' blood 
ultimately brought to  
Naples. 
 
Saints Andrew Kim Taegon, Paul Chong Hasang, and 
Companions - September 20  
The Korean martyrs, including 
Saints Andrew Kim Taegon and 
Paul Chong Hasang, spread the 
gospel in their native land under 
extremely difficult circumstances. 
The holy companion martyrs  
include bishops, priests, and laity, 
some of whom where French  
missionaries. 
 
Saint Matthew -  September 21    
Matthew was a Jew who worked 
for the Romans as a tax collector. 
His fellow Jews considered him a 
traitor and resented him. The 
Pharisees viewed him, and all tax  
collectors, as sinners. So it was a 
real shock to hear that Jesus 
called such a man to be one of 
his followers. But that’s the kind 
of thing that Jesus did. 
 
Saint Lorenzo Ruiz and Companions - September 22    
Saint Lorenzo Ruiz, the first  
canonized Filipino martyr,  
became a witness to the faith  
almost by accident. Fleeing a  
legal charge, he ended up with a 
group of Dominicans headed for 
Japan, where they were all  
arrested, tortured, and finally  
executed. 
 
Saint Pio of Pietrelcina - September 23    
Saint Pio of Pietrelcina,  
popularly known as Padre Pio, 
grew up in southern Italy. At the 
age of 15, he joined the  
Capuchins and was ordained in 
1910. In 1918 he received the 
stigmata, the markings of the  
crucified Jesus, which he then 
bore for the next 50 years. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/091822.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/091822.cfm
http://online.fliphtml5.com/hivl/inui/#p=3
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-januarius
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-andrew-kim-taegon-paul-chong-hasang-and-companions
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-andrew-kim-taegon-paul-chong-hasang-and-companions
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-matthew
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-lorenzo-ruiz-and-companions
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-pio-of-pietrelcina
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Sunday Offertory - Our Lady of Hope Parish 
September 7th - 13th, 2022 

$8,998.50 
Weekly Collections for all 3 Churches 

Thank You! 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at https://
ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on https://facebook.com/olhgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office –  508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office – 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Mass Intentions September 17th through  
September 25th 

 
September 17, Saturday Masses:   
8:00am St. James 
4:00pm St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Fr. John Burke 
by a Friend, Birthday Memorial Catherine Mignone by her 
Goddaughter, Memorial Msgr. James McMurtrie by a 
Friend, 59

th
 Anniversary Mary Hebert by the Family 

4:30pm St. James – Memorial Charlie Hill by his Wife and 
Son, Personal Intention of Robert 
September 18, Sunday Masses:  
7:30am St. Mary – 28

th
 Anniversary Adel Moroney by the 

Family, 32
nd

 Anniversary Russell Dickinson by the Family 
7:30am St. James – Memorial Maryann Lavallee by Peter 
and Elaine Wojnar and Family, 53

rd
 Anniversary Joseph W. 

Wojnar by Walter Wojnar and Family 
9:00am St. Philip – For Deceased Members of OLH St. 
Philip 
10:00am St. James – 6 Month Anniversary Anthony 
Sacovitch by his Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – Memorial Anthony Smolskis 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass  
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass – 3

rd
 Anniversary Leo 

Joncas 
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass  
Thursday, St. James – 7:00pm Mass – Special Intention 
by Philippe Lavallee, 2

nd
 Anniversary Kevin Kuras, 2

nd
  

Anniversary Harold Tower  
Friday, St. James – 8:00am Mass – For the Living –  
Renato Sampaga, Craig and Pamela Johnson, and Walter 
and Camille Sampaga 
September 24, Saturday Masses:   
8:00am St. James – For the Living – Oliver and Elinor 
Sampaga, Birthday Remembrance Luisito Quimel, Birthday 
Remembrances Ma. Beatriz Corpuz by Pamela Johnson 
4:00pm St. Mary – 10

th
 Anniversary Donald Welch and 1

st
 

Anniversary Emilie Welch by Janet LaMarche, 14
th
  

Anniversary Gary Lindblad by the Family 
4:30pm St. James – 15

th
 Anniversary Nicholas S. Dujnic by 

Cheryl Dujnic, Memorial Maria Huong La by the Ponce 
Family, Memorial Marsha (Desrosiers) Lord by her Parents 
September 25, Sunday Masses:  
7:30am  St. Mary – 9

th
 Anniversary Harry Dennis by the 

Family 
7:30am  St. James – Memorial Jim Creelman by Peter and 
Elaine Wojnar and Family 
9:00am St. Philip – For Deceased Members of OLH St. 
Philip 
10:00am St. James – 2

nd
 Anniversary Maryann Lavallee by 

Philippe Lavallee and Family 
10:30am – St. Mary – For the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Special Collections: 

 Annual Catholic Schools Appeal   
September 25

th
  

Finance Council 
Members 

Nancy Atchue 
Dan Crossin 

Brian Langevine 
Helder Machado 
Rolande Parent 

John Riemer 
Tina Skowronek 

Lisa Stewart (Ex Officio 
member) 

 

Pastoral Council Members 

  
 Ron Dennis Lori Lauria 
 Thomas Grauski Ed Romeo 
 Katie Hanna Mary Sevon 
 Patti Hart Joan Shanley 
    

Ex Officio Members 
Deacon Tim Cross 

Darleen Farland 
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

Lisa Stewart 

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER  

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 5:15 p.m. ET. 

Go to - > ourladyofhopegrafton.org/prayer-ministry   

and click on "PRAY WITH US" 

For details, email  olhpray4us@gmail.com 

 STOP & SHOP  
BLOOMIN’ 4 GOOD PROGRAM 

 
During the month of September, the Soup Kitchen Ministry 

will receive $1 from every “Bloomin 4 Good” bouquet  
purchased at Stop & Shop, North Grafton. We are grateful for 

your support! 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
https://facebook.com/olohgrafton
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/prayer-ministry
https://meet.google.com/uix-mwrj-zmh
mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com
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Adult Education Series on our soon to be newly beatified Pope John Paul 1 
 
Known as the “Smiling Pope”, come learn more about Albino Luciani, Pope John Paul 1, who is 
scheduled to be beatified on September 4

th
. Sessions will include looking at his writings, his  

correspondence to figures such as  Pinocchio, King David, and other famous people and  
characters, viewing a movie about his life and connection to Sr. Lucia of Fatima, learning about 
his papal motto, and playing an interactive trivia game. 
 
Tuesdays 6:30-8:00pm  Sept. 20

th
, 27

th
, Oct. 4

th   

     
(Series start pushed out 1 week) 

Our Lady of Hope Parish  St. Mary Campus   
 
To register email Darleen at: dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 

Registration for Religious Education Classes 
See link at: 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/religious-education 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 

 Sun. Sept 18 Gr. N-6  9:15-10:15am St. Mary campus 
   Gr. 7-HS 6:00-7:00pm  Parent/Student meeting  St. Philip church 
 
 Mon. Sept 19 Gr. N-6  4:30-5:30pm St. Mary campus 
   Gr 7-HS 6:30-7:30pm Parent/Student meeting  St. James church 
 
 Sun. Sept 25 Gr. N-6  9:15-10:15am St. Mary campus 
   Confirmation Rite of Enrollment 10:30am Mass   St. Mary church 
   Gr. 7-HS 6:00-7:00pm St. Philip campus 
 
 Mon. Sept 26 Gr. N-6  4:30-5:30pm St. Mary campus 
   Gr. 7-HS 6:30-7:30pm St. James campus 

GRADE 7-HS PARENT- 
STUDENT MEETINGS 

Our RE program for Grades 7-
HS will begin with Parent  
Student meetings which will  
provide an overview of the  
junior high and high school  
programs and curriculum.  

 
This will be considered our first session. Sunday 
September 18th from 6-7pm at St. Philip campus 
and Monday September 19th from 6:30-7:30pm  
at St. James campus. 

Join the Children’s Choir! 
 

Calling all children in Our Lady of Hope parish!   
Children’s choir is back!  Starting on Sunday,  
September 11th, children’s choir will be meeting once 
again.  We rehearse from 8:30-9:15 a.m. each Sunday 
morning by the piano in the church.  At 9:15 Mrs. 
Cross will walk the children to the hall to meet for  
religious education class, if they attend at this time.  
It’s a great way to learn all about music and singing 
and learn lots of fun new 
songs too! 

 

 Join us on Thursday nights in October for an evening of devotion to Mary 
Marian Nights   

October 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th at  St. James Church 
Guest Speakers: Fr. Alfredo Porras, Fr. Frederick Fraini III, Fr. Robert LeBlanc  

& Sr. Susi Miranda X.M.M. 

mailto:dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/religious-education
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THE HARVEST FAIR NEEDS YOU! The Fair has been a 30-
year tradition @ St James, a big fundraiser and wonderful 
community event. Now that all 3 campuses are involved, we 
look forward to a more diverse experience for our fairgoers. 

We are having a Harvest Fair meeting on Mon. Sept 12th in the St James 
campus hall @ 6:30PM. All are welcomed to attend. Come join us, see what it’s all 
about and where you can contribute your time or donation to the various tables. 

 
The basket committee has been working hard putting themed baskets together for 
purchase and some larger ones for raffle. We could use some items to complete a 
few baskets such as hand towels (not Christmas themed), teacups, wine glasses, 
cat themed items like toys for the cat lovers, bird lovers' items like suet, bird houses 
or feeders, art supplies, adult coloring books, colored pencils, men's themed items 
& car supplies. These donations can be dropped off in a marked box in all 3 church 
entrances. Any already filled theme baskets are also very welcomed. Please include 
list of contents and  value of these baskets.  
 
Donations for the craft and silent auction tables can be dropped off at St James 
church entrance in marked bins or basement of church. Please label what table 
they are for and value of item. Gift certificates may be mailed directly to St. 
James campus, drop off in mail slot located on rectory side door or drop in 
collection basket @ the campus you are attending but please label what it's 
for. 
 
White Elephant drop off is located in large labeled gray bin on St James rectory 
porch. If it doesn't fit and you need garage door opened, please come after all 
Masses, during business hours 9-2 on Wed - Thurs or contact Maryellen or Lillian to 
make arrangements for garage drop off. 
 
If you have questions or want to be involved, please contact Lillian (Lil 
Jones ldjones14@verizon.net, 508-839-3738 (H), 508-826-7608(C);  Maryellen  
Kuras mekuras@verizon.net, 508 868 1547(C); or Al Lapan 508-868-0901(C).  
 
Thank you!    
 
See our website: https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/harvest-fair.    

To get to know the  
people of Our Lady of 
Hope Parish better 
and to ask for God's 
blessing and protection upon their 
homes, Father Mpagi and Father 
Mobilio will be visiting the 
homes of  parishioners in the 
fall.   
 
Be on the look out for more  
information on how to schedule a 
home blessing soon. 

Extended Thursday Adoration at Saint James - Adorers Needed 

Thursday Adoration at Saint James will soon be extended for the whole 
afternoon, from 12 noon until the 7 pm evening Mass. In order for this 
extended schedule to begin, we need adorers to sign up for a regular 
weekly hour so that we can guarantee that at least two people are adoring Our Lord at all times. 
To sign up for a regular hour of adoration every Thursday at Saint James Campus, please email 
Maria Maglitta at maria@parlapromotions.com.  

Stewardship Prayer 
 
My church is composed of people like 
me. I help make it what it is. 
 
It will be friendly, if I am. 
 
Its pews will be filled, if I help fill 
them. 
 
It will do great work, if I work. 
 
It will make generous gifts to many  
causes, if I am a generous giver. 
 
It will bring people into its worship 
and fellowship, if I invite and bring 
them. 
 
It will be a church of loyalty and love, 
of fearlessness and faith, and a church 
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it 
what it is, am filled with these same 
things. 
 
Therefore, with your help, Lord, I 
shall dedicate myself to the task of 
being all the things that I want my 
church to be. 
   Amen. 

                                        Are You Ready for the Next Step? 
Are you or someone you know an adult 

• Interested in becoming a Catholic or learning more 
about the Catholic way of life? 

• Baptized as a Catholic but not yet confirmed? 

Either way, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
may be the next step in your faith journey.    

Contact Deacon Tim for more information: 
Cell/Texts: (978) 490-6925 

 Email: deacontimcross@gmail.com 
 
             Sessions will begin in October.  

mailto:ldjones14@verizon.net
mailto:mekuras@verizon.net
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/harvest-fair
mailto:maria@parlapromotions.com
mailto:deacontimcross@gmail.com
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 
Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 

 
Office Hours 

St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 
Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 

 
St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 

Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am  -  2:00pm 
 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

  Saturday Vigil Masses     Weekday Masses 
  4:00pm St Mary       Monday 8am at St Mary 
  4:30pm St. James     Tuesday 12pm at St Mary 
  Sunday Masses      Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
  7:30am St. Mary     Thursday 7pm at St James 
  7:30am St. James      Friday 8am at St James 
  9:00am St. Philip      Saturday 8am at St James 
  10:00am St. James  
  10:30am St. Mary   

 
 
 
 

 

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         978-490-6925      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager             508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@stmarysgrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager           rdennis@stmarysgrafton.org 
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 
 
Ministries: 
St. Vincent de Paul Society        508-839-3993 x35      All information kept confidential 
Prayer Line          508-839-3993 x18      Pray online details:   
              olhpray4us@gmail.com        
Soup Kitchen          508-839-3993 x10 
Youth Group Ministry            GraftonYouthGroup@gmail.com 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:30 PM at St. 
Mary Church, Saturdays 3:00 PM-4:00 PM at St. James Church or call the office to schedule an appointment  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the office to 
make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year  
prior to the wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home because of age or illness. 

Please submit your bulletin articles to lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org no later than Tuesday at 5pm 

mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com

