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       Our Lady of Hope Parish                                                                        The Nativity of the Lord 
 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at https://
ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on https://facebook.com/olhgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office –  508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office – 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Mass Intentions December 24th 
through January 1st: 

 

December 24, Saturday Masses:   
CHRISTMAS EVE 
There is no 4:00pm Mass at St. Philip  
8:00am St. James – Memorial Paul W. Tonelli by 
Catherine Ryan 
4:00pm St. James 
4:00pm St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Florence 
Shanley by the Family, Memorial Jessica Ann  
Jackman by the Family, Memorial Raymond F. Balser 
Sr. by his Family 
10:00pm St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Thomas 
Killoran by his daughter Elizabeth Killoran 
December 25, Sunday Masses: 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
12:00am St. James – Midnight Mass  
8:00am St. Mary – 15th Anniversary Etta (Fleming) 
Dickinson by the Family, 35th Anniversary Arthur 
Fleming by the Family, 2nd Anniversary Patrick Legor, 
Memorial Maillet Family by the Maillet Family 
9:00am St. Philip  
10:00am St. James – In Memory of James E. Magill 
by his Family, Memorial Jeanne E. Mathieu by her 
Family, Memorial Joffre and Grace Lavallee by 
Philippe Lavallee and Family, Memorial Stanley and 
Mary Kostka by Philippe Lavallee and Family 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass  
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm - Mass 
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm  - Mass 
Thursday, St. James - 7:00pm – In Honor of St.  
Joseph for favors received by a parishioner 
Friday, St. James – 8:00am Mass – For fallen away 
Catholics, that they return to the fold by a  
Parishioner, 20th Anniversary Stanley Bien by the 
Wojnar Family 
December 31, Saturday Masses  
8:00am St. James – Memorial Paul W. Tonelli by 
Catherine Ryan 
Adoration at St. Philip: 9:00am – 3:00pm  
Vigil for the Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother 
of God (holy day of obligation)  
4:00pm St. Philip – Memorial Paul W. Tonelli by 
Catherine Ryan 
January 1, Sunday Masses – Solemnity of Mary, 
The Holy Mother of God (holy day of obligation)  
7:30am St. Mary – Memorial Mary E. Sylvester by the 
Family 
No 7:30am Mass at St. James today 
9:00am St. James 
No 10:30am Mass at St. Mary today 

Special Collections: 

Catholic University of America - January 8th 

Finance Council 
Members 

Nancy Atchue 
Dan Crossin 

Brian Langevin 
Helder Machado 
Rolande Parent 
Tina Skowronek 

Lisa Stewart (Ex Officio 
member) 

 

Pastoral Council Members 

  
  Ron Dennis Lori Lauria 
  Thomas Grautski Ed Romeo 
  Katie Hanna Mary Sevon 
  Patti Hart Joan Shanley 
    

Ex Officio Members 
Deacon Tim Cross 

Darleen Farland 
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

Lisa Stewart 

Due to the required early transmittal of this  
bulletin, no offertory amounts are available  

at this time. 

Both St. James’ and St. Mary’s parish offices will 
be closed Monday, December 26th for Christmas.  

 
Due to the Christmas holiday, only St. Mary’s  

parish office will be staffed  
December 27th through December 29th. 

If you would like to send a Christmas card to Fr. Leo  
LeBlanc, his address for the winter months is: 

11001 SE Sunset Harbor Road, D-24 
Summerfield, FL 34491 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
https://facebook.com/olhgrafton
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
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Christmas is one of the most important days of the Church year, second only to Easter itself.  
Celebrating the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is the culmination of the mystery of the  
incarnation, the feast of God becoming flesh (the Latin "in carne" means "enfleshment"). It is a 
uniquely Christian teaching, the Divine choosing to become one of us. Because of this belief, God 
is not only Transcendent, but also wholly Immanent, Emmanuel (God-with-us). While remaining 
Transcendent (meaning we must rise above our present condition to reach Him), He is at the 
same time Immanent (meaning He is with us as we rise toward Him). Every Eucharist is like 
Christmas where the bread and wine are transformed into His flesh, His Body and Blood, and, in 
a sense, He is born anew on the altar.  
 
The liturgical season of Christmas begins with the vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and concludes 
on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. During this season, we celebrate the birth of Christ into 
our world and into our hearts and reflect on the gift of salvation that is born with him, including the 
fact that he was born to die for us. 
 
The Christmas tree and the Nativity scene are popular symbols 
of the season and a tradition in many Christian homes. It is also 
traditional to exchange Christmas gifts with family and friends to 
honor God the Father's gift of his only son to the world. Having 
received the gift of Christ, we naturally want to pass that gift 
along to our loved ones. 
 

Symbols and Signs of the Liturgy  
 

The Roman Martyrology 
The Roman Martyrology is the official catalog of the martyrs of the Roman Church, arranged  
according to the liturgical calendar.  The Martyrology also announces the major feasts of the year 
as they come up.  It is the custom in many religious houses to read or chant the Martyrology in 
daily communal prayer.  To make this custom more accessible to the faithful for the special  
occasion of Christmas, the announcement of the Nativity of our Lord may be chanted or recited 
before the beginning of Christmas Mass during the Night.  The rubrics explain, “The  
announcement of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord from the Roman Martyrology draws  
upon Sacred Scripture to declare in a formal way the birth of Christ.  It begins with creation and 
relates the birth of the Lord to the major events and personages of sacred and secular  
history.  The particular events contained in the announcement help pastorally to situate the birth 
of Jesus in the context of salvation history.”  

 
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

Eucharist Adoration 
 
Are you looking for some peace and quiet after all the busyness of the 
season? Come and spend some time with the Lord!  
 
Come for an hour or even 10 minutes. Come and sit in the presence of 
the one who came to save us. 
 
Join us any time between 9am and 3pm on Saturday, December 31st at 
St. Philip Church. 
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The Outreach ministry at St. James campus is committed to 
the corporal works of mercy by assisting families and  
individuals in need in a confidential way. Our service  
includes:  

 

 Food and personal care items monthly distribution.  

 School supplies and Summer Rec programs.  

 Annual Giving Tree for families and senior citizens.  

 Address other emergency situations.  
 

If you know someone in need, please email to out-
reachstj@gmail.com or call the parish 
office. All contact is strictly confidential. 

Market Sunday at St. Mary Campus 
 
We are so appreciative of your generosity! 
Our next Market Sunday is January 1. 
We welcome all donations! We are very 
much in need of  Rice Mixes, Macaroni & 
Cheese, Cookies, Tea & Coffee (1 lb 
bags/cans), Juice, Tissues and Laundry 
Detergent. 
 
If you know of anyone needing assistance providing for 
themselves or their families, please refer them to our  
chapter of Society of St Vincent de Paul at 508 839-3993 x 
35. All information is kept strictly confidential. 

Join Bishop Barron as we explore the meaning of “belief” and whether it contradicts 
reason; the creative love of God the Father, the shocking mystery of his Son’s  
Incarnation, and the great drama of his Crucifixion and Resurrection; the life-giving 
power of the Spiritus Sanctus, or “holy breath,” shared between them; and the  
mystical reality of the Church, which calls all of humanity out of the world of sin to 
receive forgiveness and participate in Christ’s divinity—not only in the next world but 
here and now. 
 
WHEN:  TUESDAYS 6:30-8:00PM 
WHERE: OUR LADY OF HOPE-ST. MARY CAMPUS  
DATES:  Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7, 14, 21 

Thank You for Thanksgiving and Christmas Donations:  
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank the  
parishioners of Our Lady of Hope for their generous support 
to our families. This year we have been able to give them 
some hope and security by helping with rent, utilities, and  
other expenses because of your donations.  Market Sunday, 
a separate ministry, partners with us to provide groceries 
each month to our now 23 families.  The holidays were 
made a little warmer by parish groups. With the support of 
the Religious Education families and turkeys donated by  
parishioners and distributed by Erin Wajer, Shannon Cahill 
and the entire Flynn family, beautiful Thanksgiving food  
baskets with all the fixings for dinner and dessert were  
provided to 18 families.  Thank you to Jeremy Gendron and 
Cub Scout Pack 106 and their families for providing 23 bags 
with treats and a Stop & Shop gift card for each of the 23 
families.  Parishioner donations of Stop & Shop gift cards 
made it possible to give each family cards at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas to help purchase traditional items they  
personally enjoy.  SVDP children were included in the Giving 
Tree this year.  Twenty-four tags were returned to provide 
cards to parents to purchase gifts for their  
children.  As the need continues into 2023, we are blessed 
and continuously grateful for your support.   
 
If you or someone you know is in need, 
please call us at 508-839-3993 Ext. 35.   
 
All calls are confidential. 

From the Choir Loft 
 
I began my music ministry at the age of four when I started singing in the children’s choir at our church.  This began a  
life-long love of music and the peace and joy to be found in praise and worship.  My sisters and I would sing our church 
songs at home, bringing a little bit of prayer into our everyday lives.  Singing as part of a choir at church, not only builds 
confidence and develops good singing skills, but also deepens the faith of the child, as we talk about what the words in the 
songs mean, and how much God loves us.  Music children can relate to, and easily sing, helps make the celebration of 
mass special for them, and supports a feeling of being welcomed and belonging to their parish family. 
 
We now have Children’s Choir back at our new parish, and I am so excited to be working once again with children.  I have 
my degree in Music Education, grades K-12, so I have lots of great ways to teach singing technique.  We also learn about 
different rhythm instruments and how to play them while we sing – the children really enjoy this! We meet on Sundays at 
8:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s on weeks when there are religious education classes. 
 
It is my hope that people from all three campuses join in our Music Ministry! We rehearse every Monday night at 6:30 p.m. 
at St. Mary’s to prepare for the 10:30 mass there.  Teens and adults are most welcome!  Or just join in for Christmas or 
Easter!  There will be special masses for teens next year, so we will also have some opportunities for teens to participate in 
music ministry. I’m so looking forward to sharing music, faith, and fellowship with all of you! 
 
Blessings, Pam Cross 

mailto:outreachstj@gmail.com
mailto:outreachstj@gmail.com
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 

 
Sun Dec 25 Christmas NO RE CLASSES 
 
Mon Dec 26   NO RE CLASSES 
 
Sun Jan 1 New Years NO RE CLASSES 
 
Mon Jan 2   NO RE CLASSES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lectionary’s first reading for The Nativity of the Lord 
(Christmas) Day mass includes the reading from the 
Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 52:7-10)  The beginning verses of 
this reading  always remind me of the awesome blessing 
and privilege it is to be involved in catechetical ministry.  
  
When we reflect on Our Savior’s Incarnation and celebrate 
the wonderful GIFT of the Father’s Love for us in sending 
us His only begotten Son so that all might believe and 
have eternal life, we also are reminded of the invitation 
God extends to each of us to be messengers of this “Good 
News”.   
 
“In the multiplicity of ministries and services with which the 
Church realizes her mission of evangelization, the ministry 
of catechesis occupies a significant place, indispensable 
for the growth of faith.” (DC #110).   Those who are called 
to the  ministry and vocation of catechist are God’s  
instruments of love, healing, and presence (see GDC 
#231) making known “’the Person of Jesus of Nazareth’” 
and leading “people… in communion… with Jesus Christ”  
(CCC #426).  Catechists are the messengers in a world 
that longs to know and hear the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
We are so blessed at Our Lady of Hope Parish to have 
wonderful people serving in catechetical ministry.  (And 
parents, don’t forget, you are the first catechists for your 
children)  We thank you all for your generous service and 
the “hope” you bring us in proclaiming glad tidings of the 
Good News. 
 
Darleen Farland 
Director of Religious Education 

The Sacrament of Confirmation is the Sacrament of 
Initiation that confers the grace of the Holy Spirit by 
a laying on of the hands, anointing of Sacred 
Chrism (holy oil), and the words, "Be sealed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit." 
 
Confirmation perfects the grace of Baptism through 
the action of the Holy Spirit.  With the graces of this 
Sacrament, a person is enabled to spread and  
courageously defend the teachings of Christ and his 
Church. (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church 1212, 
1303, 1316, 1320, 1533) 
 
Confirmed Christians share more completely in the 
mission of Jesus Christ and the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit.  They witness Christ's love and wisdom; in 
the words of Saint Paul, they exude the "aroma of 
Christ" (2 Corinthians 2:15) 
 
Are you an adult seeking to receive 
the Sacrament of Confirmation? 
 
Through this Sacrament your life in the 
Spirit will be strengthened and  
enriched! 
 
Our diocese will be celebrating Adult  
Confirmation on Sunday, February 19

th
 at 3pm at 

the Cathedral of St. Paul.  A retreat will be offered 
here at Our Lady of Hope on Sunday February 5

th
 

from 2-8pm.  If you are an adult (18 years of age or 
older) who has been baptized as a Roman Catholic 
and are interested in the sacrament of Confirmation, 
please contact the parish office for more information 
regarding preparation classes being offered. 

Mrs. Sanfacon’s High 
School Class Trip to 
Crescent Manor: 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2corinthians/2
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Saturday, December 24th 

 

Vigil Masses 
4pm at St. James 
4pm at St. Mary 

 
Christmas Eve Night Mass 

10pm at St. Mary 

Sunday, December 25th 

 

Christmas Midnight Mass 
12am at St. James 

 
Christmas Day Masses 

8am at St. Mary 
9am at St. Philip 

10am at St. James 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

New Mass Schedule as of November 26th 
 

            Saturday Vigil Mass             
4:00 pm at St. Philip 

  
Sunday Masses 

7:30 am at St. James 
7:30 am at St. Mary 

9:00 am at St. James 
10:30 am at St. Mary 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
 

Monday 8am at St. Mary 
Tuesday 8am  at St. Mary (through 12/20/22) 

Wednesday 12pm  at St. Mary 
Thursday 7pm  at St. James 

Friday 8am  at St. James 
Saturday 8am at St. James 

NEW YEAR’S 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

Saturday, December 31
st

 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy  

Mother of God (Vigil) 
4pm at St. Philip 

 
Sunday, January 1st 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy  
Mother of God 

7:30am at St. Mary 
9am at St. James 

 Saturday, December 31
st

 
All day Eucharistic Adoration 

9am to 3pm at St. Philip 
 
 

Sunday, January 8th 
Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord  

First Christmas Blessing of  
The Newly Baptized  

at  
9am at St. James 

10:30am at St. Mary 

New Year’s Mass Schedule Events 
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 
Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 

 
Office Hours 

St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 
Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 

 
St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 

Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am  -  2:00pm 
 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

  Saturday Vigil Masses     Weekday Masses 
  4:00pm St Philip      Monday 8am at St Mary 
  Sunday Masses      Tuesday 12pm at St Mary  
  7:30am St. James      Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
  7:30am St. Mary     Thursday 7pm at St James 
  9:00am St. James     Friday 8am at St James 
  10:30am St. Mary       Saturday 8am at St James 
     (Effective November 26th/27th) 
   

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         978-490-6925      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager             508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@stmarysgrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@stmarysgrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager           rdennis@stmarysgrafton.org 
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 
 
Ministries: 
St. Vincent de Paul Society        508-839-3993 x35      All information kept confidential 
Prayer Line          508-839-3993 x18      Pray online details:   
           TEXT 508-887-1717      olhpray4us@gmail.com        
Soup Kitchen          508-839-3993 x10 
Youth Group Ministry            GraftonYouthGroup@gmail.com 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Tuesdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. Mary Church, Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. 
James Church, Saturdays 7:00-7:45 AM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:45 PM at St. Philip Church or 
call the office to schedule an appointment  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the office to 
make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year  
prior to the wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home because of age or illness. 

Please submit your bulletin articles to lstewart@stmarysgrafton.org no later than Tuesday at 5pm 

mailto:olohpray4us@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The grace of God has appeared, saving all 
  
‘The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light’ (Isaiah 9, 1)  
  
If there is anything that the last 3 years have taught us, it is not to be too sure of ourselves and 
the future. Our plans for the present and future can change just like that. The pandemic was a 
real check for all of us (even if many would like to dismiss this fact). If things are so 
unpredictable, why even celebrate Christmas? What is there to rejoice about? Just look around 
and see how many still ‘walk in darkness’ and dwell in ‘lands of gloom’! Why Christmas?  
  
The believer/Christian celebrates Christmas because ‘the grace of God has appeared [to save 
all]’ (Titus 2,11). God has manifested his goodness to all people. We gather to celebrate the act 
of God’s grace here to intervene and save us from the drudgery of uncertainty and 
hopelessness. With God we have hope. 
  
Now, the Christmas joy we receive or celebrate must not just stay with us. To receive is to give. 
Christmas joy means including everyone. To receive the glad tidings is to extend/share this with 
others (the world).  The angels appear to the shepherds with good news that must be 
proclaimed to all. Therefore, to celebrate Christmas is to be summoned to share the good 
news.  There is an imperative to participate in the saving mission of Jesus, bringing the 
presence of God to others.  
  
The temptation to exclude is growing ever deeper in society today. We find it even harder to 
include others. We easily prefer to contain ourselves and not break free. We find it easier to 
relate to a select few or limit our relationship with Jesus to a one-on-one relationship. We don’t 
want to share our time and our energy with ‘those people’. In a heartbeat, we remove others 
from our worldview of concern. Egoism is becoming the order of the day. Yet Christmas joy 
means including everyone. 
  
We are a new parish, Our Lady of Hope! Might we find inspiration and mission in our name this 
Christmas, (our first Christmas as parish)? Bring the hope and presence of God to all, by our 
way of life. Share Jesus’ sense of self giving. We must communicate that Christmas joy ‘to all’.  
  
Thank you to all who make this parish already the ‘fertile soil’ for spreading the Good News: our 
parish staff, pastoral council, finance council, the various committees and the army of volunteers 
and parish faithful.  
  
A blessed Christmas to all. 
Fr. Anthony Mpagi 




