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       Our Lady of Hope Parish                                                                               2nd Sunday of Lent 
 

Welcome to Our Lady of Hope Parish! 
 
Please visit our website for all the upcoming events and for 
the latest details on our parish at: 
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
 
Please sign up for Flocknote on our website for  
continuous updates on your phone or email.  
 
You can find us on https://facebook.com/olhgrafton 
 
You will find St. Mary Church's recorded weekly Mass on 
your local cable channels at 6:30 AM daily on Channel 191 
for Charter or Channel 34 for Verizon.  Link for GCTV 
schedule http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/
schedule?channel=1  
 
Campus Mailing Addresses and Phone Numbers:  
 
St. James Office –  508-839-5354 
89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 
 
St. Mary Office – 508-839-3993  
17 Waterville St., North Grafton, MA 01536   

St. Philip Office – 508-839-3325 
12 West St., Grafton, MA 01519 

Mass Intentions February 25th through March 5th: 
 
March 4, Saturday Masses:  
8:00am St. James 
4:00pm St. Philip – Memorial Anita and Leo Joncas by the 
Family, 1

st
 Anniversary Marien Chartier by Parishioners of 

Our Lady of Hope 
March 5, Sunday Masses: 
7:30am St. Mary 
7:30am St. James – 36

th
 Anniversary Mary Zacek by 

Philippe Lavallee and Family, Memorial Gerard Walsh by 
Peter and Claire Wojnar and Family 
9:00am St. James – For the Living:  Renato Sampaga and 
Lauro Lasquite by the Sampaga-Johnson Families 
10:30am St. Mary – Memorial Mary E. Sylvester by the 
Family, 16

th
 Anniversary Elizabeth Flynn Barry by her  

Family 
Monday, St. Mary – 8:00am Mass 
Tuesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass 
Wednesday, St. Mary – 12:00pm Mass 
Thursday, St. James - 7:00pm – Memorial Grace and  
Joffre Lavallee by Philippe Lavallee 
Friday, St. James – 8:00am Mass – Memorial Thomas 
Palayoor by Philippe Lavallee 
March 11, Saturday Masses:  
8:00am St. James – Memorial Rita and Joseph Gautreau 
by Philippe Lavallee 
4:00pm St. Philip – Memorial Jeannine Caissie by Bob and 
Ann McCarthy 
March 12, Sunday Masses: 
7:30am St. Mary – 3

rd
 Anniversary Cornelius J. Flynn by his 

Family, 38
th

 Anniversary Rosemary Hutt and 3
rd

   
Anniversary Richard Hutt by their Family, Anniversary  
Henry Gibson by Janet LaMarche, 4

th
 Anniversary Bernard 

LaMarche by the Family 
7:30am St. James – Memorial Joffre P. Lavallee Jr. by 
Philippe Lavallee 
9:00am St. James – 12

th
 Anniversary Jane Radzik by her 

Family 
10:30am St. Mary – Birthday Remembrance Bill Quigley by 
his Family, Birthday Remembrance Robert Gentile by Judy 
Gentile 

Special Collections: 

The Church in Latin America  -  March 5th 
Partners in Charity In Pew  -  March 12th 

St. Vincent de Paul  -  March 19th 
Catholic Relief Services  -  March 26th 

Finance Council 
Members 

Nancy Atchue 
Dan Crossin 

Brian Langevin 
Helder Machado 
Rolande Parent 
Karen Salvatelli 
Tina Skowronek 

Lisa Stewart (Ex Officio 
member) 

 

Pastoral Council Members 

  
  Ron Dennis Lori Lauria 
  Thomas Grautski Ed Romeo 
  Katie Hanna Mary Sevon 
  Patti Hart Joan Shanley 
    

Ex Officio Members 
Deacon Tim Cross 

Darleen Farland 
Fr. Derek Mobilio 

Lisa Stewart 

Our Lady of Hope Parish Collection 
February 23rd –27th, 2023 

$6,020.12 
 

Priest Retirement 
$3,239.37 

(Ash Wednesday Collection) 
 

Thank you! 

PARTNERS IN CHARITY 
 
Our Lady of Hope is called upon to  
support the work of our Lord Jesus made 
possible through the annual appeal. Our 
parish goal is $80,000.00. Next weekend will be our 
annual In Pew appeal at all three churches. It is  
important for all of us to participate in order to support 
our mission as a diocese. Please prayerfully consider 
your gift or pledge and bring your envelope to church 
next weekend. We greatly appreciate your  
generosity. If you have already made a gift to the 
2023 appeal, we thank you. You can also make your 
gift online at www.partners-charity.net.   Thank you!  

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org
https:/philipsgrafton.org
https://facebook.com/olhgrafton
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://grafton.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/schedule?channel=1
http://www.partners-charity.net
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 A Brief Catholic Moral Analysis:  
Is it ever good for a professional hockey player to fight?   

 

First, we should ask whether fighting itself is ever good. We can make the initial distinction between 
provoking a fight and being provoked to fight. Provoking a fight is gravely immoral and can thus never be a 
good act. In Galatians 5:20-21, Saint Paul lists this type of conflict under the works of the flesh which exclude 
the offender from inheriting the kingdom of God. The Catechism specifies that when such anger “reaches the point of a deliberate 
desire to … seriously wound a neighbor, it is gravely against charity; it is a mortal sin.” The NHL recognizes this distinction in its 
rules, by assigning additional penalties to “instigators” who provoke fights and to “aggressors” who continue fights beyond reason. 
These rules affirm the common-sense right to self-defense, in which the object chosen by the defensive fighter is not to inflict harm, 
but rather, to preserve bodily integrity. Thus, for fighting in hockey to be good, the first constitutive element of the act, the object 
chosen, must be to defend others or to preserve bodily integrity. 

The provoked fighter does not have license to fight without restraint. To establish the morality of a fight, the fighter’s  
intention must be considered as the second constitutive element of the act. The fighter can taint the good object chosen by intend-
ing to inflict harm that goes beyond what is necessary for defense. This distinction also holds in the NHL rules. 

The third constitutive element of the morality of an act is the set of circumstances around the action, which either increase 
or decrease the goodness or the evil of an act. This is to ask whether fighting can actually make the game safer by what we might 
call the “principle of hockey subsidiarity” in which players have a responsibility to enforce play that is free from recklessness and 
malevolence. The NHL’s relative tolerance of fighting is at least tacit bestowal of authority to self-police to a degree. Catholic 
thought maintains that each individual has a natural responsibility to reprove the sinner in an appropriate manner. Saint Thomas 
Aquinas agrees, “It is lawful for anyone to impart correction to a willing subject.” Thus, a fight between two willing subjects need not 
be described as “instigator versus defender,” but rather, “just punisher versus justly punished.” This is a more accurate description 
of the majority of fights in the NHL.  

The question of scandal also falls under the discussion of circumstance. Given that the fighter’s chosen object is to defend 
or to pursue justice with appropriate means and that the fighter’s intention is free from hatred or vengeance, the act of fighting could 
still scandalize spectators, especially youth. If fighting in hockey is so normal that the hockey game stirs the spectator’s bloodlust 
rather than his enjoyment of competition, then the good object and intention are tainted by these scandalous circumstances. On the 
other hand, we might wonder how scandalous a hockey fight actually is in our present day, as saturated as it is with much worse 
forms of violence. The answer to the question of scandal rests therefore not in the fighter himself, but rather, in how spectators react 
to and speak about fighting. When a player virtuously comes to the defense of his teammate, or when he fights to help restore order 
to the game, the fan should applaud the fighter and explain his reaction to his children. Likewise, the media should avoid  
glamorizing unnecessary violence in promotional materials, but should rather find ways to emphasize the courage that players  
exhibit when coming to the defense of their teammates.  

Finally, we should consider that a playful fight between two willing combatants may happen. It is not rare for two NHL  
players to smile and laugh at one another as they skate to the penalty box. What we witness here is the virtue of eutrapelia, or  
wittiness. The fighters have not chosen the object of defense or of the pursuit of justice, but rather, have engaged in a temperate 
sporting conflict. This kind of fight can be witnessed early in hockey games, when one or both teams start the game languidly and 
need a shot of energy to restore their desire to play well. In this way, fighting is an application of sporting pleasure that serves as a 
remedy for weariness of soul—a literal re-creation of the lively attitudes and energy required for virtuous athletic competition. This 
kind of fight raises no objection assuming that every professional athlete enjoys a certain control over his body that also allows him 
to fight safely. Once again, spectators and commentators should use such an example not to glorify violence, but to point to the 
need for the virtuous athlete to maintain a certain level of commitment and passion in his play, such that when that passion begins 
to flag for an entire team, it is good to revive that energy, even by the means of friendly sparring.     

In conclusion, fighting in professional hockey can be good: as an act of courageous defense, as a means of implementing 
subsidiarity, and as a way to promote the virtues of athletic competition. 

           Fr. Derek Mobilio 

Symbols and Signs of the Liturgy  
 

Prostration: On Good Friday, the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion begins in silence to mark the sorrowful solemnity of the day. 
The rubrics specify, “The priest and the Deacon … wearing red vestments as for Mass, go to the altar in silence and … prostrate 
themselves and pray in silence for a while.” The Dicastery for Divine Worship’s document on preparation for the Easter Feasts 
notes that this prostration “signifies both the abasement of earthly man and also the grief and sorrow of the Church.” We might 
say that our Lenten exercises are about coming to the ground in humility after having exalted ourselves in so many ways. (The 
word humility comes from the Latin humus, meaning “earth” or “ground”.) The sight of our crucified Lord should bring us to the 
lowest place in adoration of Christ, who for our salvation humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a 
cross.  (Philippians 2:8)  
            Fr. Derek Mobilio 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 

Sun Mar 5  Gr. N-6    9:15-10:15am  St. Mary Campus 

   Gr. 7-HS   7:00-8:00pm  St. Philip Campus 

   *Note change of time-students will attend parish mission 

Mon Mar 6  Gr. N-6    4:30-5:30pm  St. Mary Campus 

   Gr 7-HS    7:00-8:00pm  St. James Campus 

   *Note change of time-students will attend parish mission 

Fri Mar 10  Gr 7-HS    Deanery Youth Event St.  James Campus 

Sat Mar 11  1st Penance Retreat snow date 

Sun Mar 12  Gr. N-6    9:15-10:15am  St. Mary Campus 

   Gr. 7-HS   6:00-7:00pm  St. Philip Campus 

Mon Mar 13  Gr. N-6    4:30-5:30pm  St. Mary Campus 

Lenten Small Groups 
Now through April 1st 

 
PAUSE AND REFLECT  

 
Lent is an opportunity to rearrange our priorities. What could be more important than preparing ourselves to  
experience this Holy Week and Easter in a way that deeply affects our lives? A good way to do that is to join a small 
group and take part in Lenten Longings. You will meet other members of your parish once a week to reflect on  
Scripture and talk about how our faith applies to our everyday lives. It’s a good way to prepare for our observance of 
the Paschal Mystery — the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
Sign up sheets are at all church entrances or sign up online at https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/small-groups. You 
can even sign up after these sessions begin! 
 

Available Sessions: (sessions are 90 minutes in duration) 

 Mondays at 6:30pm; Facilitators: Deacon Tim, Mark Chapleau in St. Mary's parish office conference room 

 Tuesdays at 9:30am; Facilitators: Sue Robbins, Denise Spence in St. Mary's parish office conference room 

 Wednesdays at 6:30pm; Facilitator: John Nadeau in St. James church basement classroom 

 Wednesdays at 6:30pm; Facilitator: Darleen Farland, Fr. Anthony Mpagi St. Mary's parish hall 

 Saturdays at 2:30pm; Facilitators: Ed Romeo, Rolande Parent in St. Philip's large upper classroom & Zoom 
 
For more information, contact: 

 Contact Deacon Tim Cross at deacontimcross@gmail.com or (978)490-6925 

 Contact Roland Parent at rolandelparent@comcast.net 

 
Our Parish Mission starts this Sunday, March 5th and runs through Tuesday, March 7th 

Fr. Frederick Fraini III is our preacher. 
See page 5 for more details. Please join us. 

https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/small-groups
mailto:deacontimcross@gmail.com
mailto:rolandelparent@comcast.net
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Lent  -  February 22nd through April 1st 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR FASTING AND ABSTINENCE  
Lenten fast and abstinence regulations for the Diocese of Worcester are as follows:  

 Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics fourteen (14) years of age and older on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent.  

 Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics who are eighteen (18) years of age but not yet fifty nine (59) years 
of age on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  

 Those who are bound to fast may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to 
maintain strength according to one's needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted. Catholics 
should not lightly excuse themselves from these prescribed Lenten penitential practices. 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday (April  2) 
Normal Mass Schedule 

 
Holy Thursday  -  Mass of the Lord’s Supper (April 6) 

7pm at St. James 
 

Good Friday  -  Passion of the Lord (April 7) 
7pm at St. Philip 

 
Holy Saturday  -  Easter Vigil (April 8) 

7:30pm at St. James & St. Mary 
 

Easter Sunday (April 9) 
7:30am at St. James and St. Mary 

9am at St. James 
10:30am St. Mary 

Lenten Weekday 
Mass Schedule 

 
Monday 8am at St. Mary 

Tuesday 12pm at St. Mary 
Wed. 12pm at St. Mary 

Thursday 7pm at St. James 
Friday 8am at St. James 

Saturday 8am at St. James 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Come join us as we make a 
contemplative, spiritual  

pilgrimage of the Passion of 
Christ.  

 
We will gather on Fridays at 

St. James at 6pm  
through March 24th. 

 
On Friday, March 31st  our 
Youth Group will be leading 
stations at St. Mary at 6pm 

 
Good Friday, April 7th join 

Bishop McManus for  
Stations of the Cross at noon 
in Worcester or join us at 3pm 

at St. James. 

Confession: 
Tuesdays 6:00-6:45 pm  

at St. Mary 
Thursdays 6:00-6:45 pm 

at St. James  
Saturdays 7:00-7:45 am 

at St. James 
Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm 

at St. Philip  
or call the office to schedule an appoint-

ment 

Lenten Celebrant/Homilist Series  
Saturdays 4pm Saint Philip 

 

Saturday Mar 4 
Father David Cotter 

Saturday Mar 11 
 Msgr. Stephen Pedone 

Saturday Mar 18 
Father John Gavin SJ 

Saturday Mar 25 
 Father Carlos J. Ardila 

Lenten Mission 
Sunday, March 5th through  

Tuesday, March 7th 
 

“From Death Into Life” 
 

“He who hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life; he does not come into 

judgment, but has passed from death to 
life.” (John 5:24)  

 
Preached by Fr. Frederick Fraini III 
Pastor, North American Martyrs Parish 

 
Sunday, March 5  

  Evening Prayer at 7pm at St. Philip 
 

Monday, March 6 
 Evening Prayer at 7pm at St. James  

 
Tuesday, March 7 

Mass at 7pm at St. Mary 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Come and spend some quite 
time with the Lord. 

 
Every Thursday at St. James 

from 3pm to 7pm 

March 5, 2023                                                                                                                              2nd Sunday of Lent 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passion_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passion_(Christianity)
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The Outreach ministry at St. James campus is  
committed to the corporal works of mercy by assisting 
families and individuals in need in a confidential way.  
 
Our service includes:  
 Food and personal care items monthly distribution.  
 School supplies and Summer Rec programs.  
 Annual Giving Tree for families and senior citizens.  
 Address other emergency situations.  

 
If you know someone in need, please email to out-
reachstj@gmail.com or call the parish office.  
 
All contact is strictly confidential. 

 

Help save lives by praying for an end to abortion in your community.  40 Days for Life is an  
internationally coordinated 40-Day campaign that aims to end abortion locally through prayer,  
fasting, community outreach, and a peaceful all-day vigil in front of abortion businesses.  
 

Please join other Our Lady of Hope parishioners in prayer and peaceful vigil in front of the Planned 
Parenthood on Pleasant Street in Worcester on the following Fridays from 3:00pm - 5:00pm:  3/10, 
3/17, 3/24, and 3/31. 
 

Email jldewar@verizon.net for more information.  

Join us for Holy Week Choir! 
Email Pam Cross at p.cross@shoplegacy.com or just come and join us at a  
rehearsal.   All are welcome! 
 
Children’s Choir:  We meet Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. in the church at St. 
Mary’s. We follow the religious education schedule, so if there is no religious  
education class that day, there is no choir rehearsal. Children will be singing at the 
10:30 am Easter Sunday mass at St. Mary’s church. 
 

Teen/Adult Choir: Rehearsals are on Monday nights at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Church and we will be singing at the 
Holy Week Masses – Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  We would love to have singers from all 
churches participate!  Rehearsals begin February 13

th
.   

 
Some Saturday rehearsals will be available for those who cannot come on Monday nights.  Email Pam Cross for 
more details.  
 
Percussionist Needed:  We’d love to add percussion to our 10:30 mass! Email Pam Cross. 

Worcester Catholic Men’s Conference 
Saturday, March 25 
Assumption University  
 
For more information on the conference, please take a        
brochure at any of our churches or visit  
www.catholicmenworc.com 
 

 
LORD'S DAY Pasta and  

Meatballs DINNER  
  

SAINT JAMES CHURCH AND HALL 
SUNDAY, March 19th 
4:30 PM EVENING PRAYER 
5:00 PM DINNER 
 
Tickets are transferable from the original 
postponed February 5th dinner or you can 
buy tickets through St. Mary’s parish office by 
calling Jill (508-839-3993 x10) or Lisa (508-
839-3993 x11). 
 
If you would like a refund, please call Jill or 
Lisa. 

mailto:outreachstj@gmail.com
mailto:outreachstj@gmail.com
mailto:jldewar@verizon.net
mailto:p.cross@shoplegacy.com
http://www.catholicmenworc.com
https://catholicmenworc.com
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Our Lady of Hope Parish 
 

Main Office: 17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 
Office Phone Number: 508-839-3993 

 
Discover Our Lady of Hope ~ Visit our website at www.ourladyofhopegrafton.org 

 
Office Hours 

St. Mary Campus  -  17 Waterville Street, North Grafton, MA 01536 (508-839-3993) 
Monday through Thursday 9:30am  -  4:30pm 

 
St. James Campus  -  89 Main Street, South Grafton, MA 01560 (508-839-5354) 

Wednesday & Thursday 9:30am  -  2:00pm 
 
 

The Celebration of Eucharist 
 

  Saturday Vigil Masses     Weekday Masses 
  4:00pm St Philip      Monday 8am at St Mary 
  Sunday Masses      Tuesday 12pm at St Mary  
  7:30am St. James      Wednesday 12pm at St Mary 
  7:30am St. Mary     Thursday 7pm at St James 
  9:00am St. James     Friday 8am at St James 
  10:30am St. Mary       Saturday 8am at St James 
       

Parish Staff:          Phone:       Email: 
Rev. Anthony Mpagi, Pastor        508-839-3993 x10      mpagianthony@gmail.com 
Rev. Derek Mobilio, Associate Pastor       508-839-3993 x12      fr.mobilio@gmail.com 
Deacon Tim Cross         978-490-6925      deacontimcross@gmail.com 
Lisa Stewart, Business Manager             508-839-3993 x11      lstewart@ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
Darleen Farland, Religious Education Director      508-839-3993 x13      dfarland@ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
Pam Cross, Music Director        508-839-3993 x37      p.cross@shoplegacy.com 
Jill Sullivan, Administrative Assistant &       508-839-3993 x10      jsullivan@ourladyofhopegrafton.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
Ron Dennis, Facility Manager            
Kevin Wooldridge, Custodian 
     
Ministries: 
St. Vincent de Paul Society        508-839-3993 x35      All information kept confidential 
Prayer Line          508-839-3993 x18      For details, visit https://  
                           ourladyofhopegrafton.org/prayer-ministry       
Soup Kitchen          508-839-3993 x10 
Youth Group Ministry            GraftonYouthGroup@gmail.com 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE Tuesdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. Mary Church, Thursdays 6:00-6:45 PM at St. 
James Church, Saturdays 7:00-7:45 AM at St. James Church, Saturdays 2:45-3:45 PM at St. Philip Church or 
call the office to schedule an appointment.  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Baptism is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month at noon. Call the office to 
make arrangements.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Couples planning for marriage should contact the rectory one year prior to the 
wedding date.  
CARE FOR THE SICK Please contact the office if you know of anyone who is hospitalized or confined to 
home because of age or illness. 

Please submit your bulletin articles to msevon@verizon.net and  
lstewart@ourladyofhopegrafton.org no later than 5pmTuesday 
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