
FAQ’s for
Our Lady of Hope Parish of Grafton, MA

at St. James, St. Mary and St. Philip 
Churches

As most of you know, Bishop Robert J. McManus has announced the 
merger of the three Catholic parishes in Grafton, MA into one parish to 
be named Our Lady of Hope Parish. The three churches - St. James, St. 
Mary and St. Philip - shall remain open and be referred to individually as 
a church instead of a parish under this new arrangement.

The change becomes official as of 12:01 am on July 1, 2022. Parishioners 
should expect some changes to take effect on that date, while others will 
happen on Sept. 1 or later in the fall.
 
To help the parishioners of St. James, St. Mary and St. Philip churches 
prepare for those changes, we offer the following information to make 
the transition easier.

 
 
Who will oversee our new parish?
 
The new parish will have a new pastoral team that will include:  
 
Fr. Anthony Mpagi, currently the pastor of St. James Church in South Grafton, will be the pastor of the 
new parish. The Rev. Mr. Derek Mobilio (to be ordained June 18) has been named our new Associate 
Pastor as of July 1. Deacon Tim Cross will continue to serve the new parish.  
 
Father Leo-Paul LeBlanc, currently the pastor of St. Mary Church in North Grafton and St. Philip 
Church in Grafton, is retiring as of July 1.
 
There will be several receptions to celebrate Fr. Leo!s retirement — one on June 19 following the 9am 
Mass at St. Philip, and three at St. Mary Church (receptions will follow the Saturday, June 25 4:30 pm 
Mass and the Sunday, June 26 Masses at 7:30 and 10:30 am). Parishioners from all three churches are 
welcome to join us in celebrating Fr. Leo at any of the receptions.
 
A reception to welcome our new priest will be held in early July. Details will be coming soon in the 
bulletin and in the announcements from the altar at Mass.



Will there be any changes to the Mass schedule?
 
Yes, as of July 1, the weekday Mass schedule will change. It will be as follows:
 

Monday 8am St. Mary
Tuesday 12noon St. Mary
Wednesday 12noon St. Mary
Thursday 7pm St. James
Friday 8am St. James
Saturday 8am St. James

 
The Weekend Mass schedule will remain as is for the months of July and August.  As of September 1, a 
new weekend Mass schedule will take effect.  More information will be communicated soon.
 
 
How do I make my weekly donations?
 
Until the new parish donation envelopes arrive, we ask that you continue to use your usual church 
envelopes. However, please make your check out to Our Lady of Hope Parish starting July 1.
 
Those who contribute electronically won’t need to make any changes. Those who would like to sign up 
for electronic tithing should go to our new website OurLadyOfHopeGrafton.org/online-giving and select 
the appropriate link to set up your contributions. You may also contact the parish offices for assistance.

Will I automatically be registered in a new parish?
 
Yes, all registered parishioners at St. James, St. Mary and St. Philip churches will be automatically 
registered with the new parish.
 
 
How do I contact my church office? Will the phone number
or e-mail address change?

There will be NO changes to phone numbers, but office hours will change. As of July 1, St. James office 
will be staffed on Wednesdays and Thursdays. St. Philip’s office will remain unstaffed, so please 
continue to call St. Mary’s parish office for assistance. St. Mary’s office will be staffed Monday through 
Thursday. Office hours will be published in the church bulletin and on the website by July 1.

 
Will there be a new website?    

The new parish website is https://OurLadyOfHopeGrafton.org and is operational now. This is the same 
website as https://GraftonCatholic.org.  Both of these links will be valid for the foreseeable future.  The 

http://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/online-giving
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/
https://graftoncatholic.org/


individual websites https://StJamesGrafton.com and https://StMarysGrafton.org / https://
StPhilipsGrafton.org will no longer be updated as of June 30 and the sites will be taken down this fall.

Will there be changes to the Religious Education schedule?

Weekday Religious Education classes will remain as currently scheduled.  Weekend classes will be 
scheduled around the weekend Mass schedule.  Any necessary changes will be communicated to 
families by the Director of Religious Education.

Will the three existing church properties keep their names?
 
Yes. On July 1, the three properties will be considered former parishes but going forward will be called 
churches. They will be suppressed with the decree of the Bishop forming the new parish named Our 
Lady of Hope.

However, each church building will keep its name. As of July 1, each will be recognized/addressed as 
Our Lady of Hope Parish at St. James Church, or Our Lady of Hope Parish at St. Mary Church, or Our 
Lady of Hope Parish at St. Philip Church.

 
How does the creation of the new parish affect our finances?
 
As of July 1, when we become one parish with three different physical locations, all parish finances will 
become one entity. 

Starting July 1, all monies will be deposited and distributed from accounts under the name of Our Lady 
of Hope Parish.
 
Also, a new interim Finance Council and Pastoral (parish) Council will be appointed by the existing 
pastors by July 1. The term for those serving on these boards is one year. The current pastoral (parish) 
and finance councils for the 3 individual churches will cease to exist.

What happens to the Legacy of Hope monies that we donated?
 
All monies collected as part of the Legacy of Hope Capital Campaign and all future pledges will be used 
for their originally stated purpose. These monies are deposited in separate, restricted accounts, e.g., 
“Legacy of Hope, St. (James, Mary or Philip) Church.”
 

How do I reserve space for a meeting or event?

Effective July 1, please contact St. Mary’s parish office (508) 839-3993 x10 to reserve a church, a hall, a 
classroom, a parking lot, etc. at any location for your meeting or event.

https://stjamesgrafton.com/
https://stmarysgrafton.org/
https://stphilipsgrafton.org/
https://stphilipsgrafton.org/


Will our bulletins be different?

Effective the weekend of July 9/10, there will be one combined bulletin for all three churches.

Will those in liturgical positions at each church continue to be with us?
 
Absolutely, yes. There are no changes planned at this time for those serving in those roles — lectors, 
ministers of Holy Communion, altar servers, musicians, greeters, or ushers.

 
What will happen to my ministry?
 
You and the ministries of this new parish are needed and will be more important than ever in bringing 
the people of the now three churches into one community.
 
The Transitional Team is working on ways we can work together and strengthen each other during the 
integration of the parish communities.

 
What is my role during this period of transition?
 
This time of transition is a time for all of us to dream of how this new parish could be even more. We 
need to be creative, to share our talents, time, and treasure to make this new parish family vibrant in 
worship, fellowship, and mission.

We are now to be one Catholic family and we are invited to participate and use our gifts for the building 
of a more vibrant Catholic Church in Grafton. We are a family that "walks together in Christ’. We go out 
to the ends of the earth on a mission to proclaim the Gospel by our lives; a mission entrusted to us by 
Jesus Christ.


