
Iob Description for Parish Catechist

QUALTTIES

1. Practices the Catholic faith, attends Mass regularly and is actively involved
in parish life.

2. Knows and supports the teaching of the Catholic Church.
3. Shows a concern for ongoing personal spiritual growth.
4. Maintains a positive attitude in relating to others.
5, Holds diocesan certification./openness to working towards it
5. Relates will to the assigned age level.

GENERAL RESPONSI BILITI ES

The catechist, under the leadership of the DRE/ARE, will provide qualiry
instruction to the students at the grade level assigned. Being aware of the call to
proclaim the Good News, the catechist will enrich and guide the spiritual
formation of the students by witnessing as a true disciple of lesus Christ.

A. Class Planning
l. Cooperates with the DRE/ARE in implementing the goals and objectives

of the parish program of faith formation.
2. Observes parish guidelines for using resource materials.
3. Makes arrangements with parish director for accessing Diocesan training

and resources.
4. Requests needed supplies from the DRE/ARE.
5. Prepares weekly lesson plans for students.

B. Classroom Management
l. ls punctual for each class.
2. Notifies the DRE/ARE when there is a need to be absent.
3. Arranges teaching area to be attractive, orderly, and conducive to

learning.
4. Greets students as they enter the classroom.



5. Establishes routine procedures for carrying out instructional process.
6. Sets few, simple and clear rules of discipline
7. ls firm, but kind, with students.
8. Leaves teaching area in order.

C. Classroom lnstruction
l. Begins and ends lesson on time.
2. lncludes prayer in every lesson.
3. Keeps the attention of all students.
4. Presents material clearly, with enthusiasm, and in an interesting

manner.
5. Reviews previous lesson.
6. Relates new material to previous learning.
7. Uses a variety of methods to present material.
8. Uses audiovisuals to reinforce, enrich or review material.
9. Summarizes lesson at the end of class presentation.
10. Makes appropriate assignments being aware of students' family

structure.
ll. Evaluates each class session

RETATIONSHIPS

l. Cooperates with the parish DRE/ARE
2. Attends in -service opportunities for catechists at the parish level
3. Attends Diocesan in -service opportunities for catechists
4. lnforms parents of children's progress.
5. Keeps parents informed of discipline, special learning difficulties, or special

needs observed about their children.
6. ls sensitive to the various family structures.
7. Follows the directives of the pastor and/or DRE/ARE in planning liturgies

and sacramental programs.



Competencies of the Catechist

A Solid Grasp of Catholic Doctrine and Worship
The individual should have a mature understanding of the basic teachings of the
Catholic faith and understand the sacramental nature of the Christian life.

Familiarity with Scripture
The individual should be familiar with the sacred scriptures and be able to use
them for teaching, prayer and reflection.

Communication Skills
The individual should be able to effectively utilize a variety of communication
skills, creative activity skills and group skills, Thus he/she will be able to select
suitable activities for desired leaning environments.

Ability to Use Various Methodologies
The individual recognizes the unique needs of the participants and is able to
adapt and plan a class to meet those needs

Understanding of the Stages of Development
The individual understands and is able to appty the basic elements of the
psychology of learning. He/She will know the stages of moral development and
be able to integrate these into teaching. The catechist will understand the stages
of faith and be able to orient religious content to the level of the participant's
readiness.



Qualities of the Catechist

Response to a Call:
The individual must respond to the call to minister. The response to call
includes the willingness to give time and talent, not only to catechizing others,
but to one's own continued growth in faith and understanding.

Witness to the Gospel:
For catechesis to be effective, the individual must be fully committed to lesus
Christ. Faith must be shared with conviction, jon love, enthusiasm and hope.
He/She must be a person of prayer, one who reflects on the scriptures and
whose Christ=like living testifies to deep faith.

Commitment to the Church:
The individual strives to be an instrument for the Lord's people and a sign of the
Holy Spirit's presence.

Sharer in the Communiqr:
Awareness of membership in a Christian community leads to awareness of the
many other communities in the world which stand in need of seruice. The
individual seeks to cooperate with other leaders in making the parish a focal
point of community in the Church.

Seruant of the Communify:
The individual is committed to selving the Christian community, particularly in
the parish and the community at large. Such service means taking the initiative
to seek out the needs of others and to encourage students to do the same.


