
Mission Statement 
Holy Cross Parish, a community centered in the Eucharist, is committed in faith and love of Jesus Christ to fulfill the 
profoundly human and spiritual needs of its parishioners and the larger community it serves. We seek to inspire all, 

through deeds and by example, to do the work of Christ: to make God known, loved, and served. 
 

Pastoral Staff 
          Fr. Brad Metz, C.S.C., Pastor                                                  Margaret Dwyer-Hogan, Dir.of Faith Formation           
          Fr. Jim Preskenis, C.S.C., Parochial Vicar                              Paul Celia, Plant Manager 
          Deacon Gary Donahue, Pastoral Associate                             Deborah Kelley, Finance     
          Christopher Iannitelli, Director Of Music                                Lindsay Franzoni, Parish Administrative Assistant                                                           
 
     

Contact Information 
225 Purchase Street •  Easton, MA 02375         

Phone - (508) 238-2235      Email– info@holycrosseaston.org 
Web Address - www.holycrosseaston.org 

Please submit bulletin notices to the office in writing by noon. on Mondays 
 

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  4:00 p.m. - Sunday:  8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.  

Monday through Friday - 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation - 9:00 a.m. & 7 p.m. 

Sacraments 
Baptism: Contact a member of the pastoral team to schedule a baptism for your child or for preparation for adult baptism. 
Sacrament of Christian Marriage:  Please contact one of the priests eight months to a year in advance to schedule your 
wedding and begin preparations. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturday from 3:15 - 3:45 p.m. or anytime by appointment. 
Sacrament of the Sick: This sacrament is available to anyone who is ill.  Please let us know if you or anyone you know 
is hospitalized or homebound. 
                                         

Welcome 
Please introduce yourselves and register in order to become a member of this community of believers.  

We welcome your gifted presence in the life of our parish. 

HOLY CROSS PARISH COMMUNITY 
Founded and Staffed  

by the  
Congregation of Holy Cross  

Visit us on Facebook at: 
Holy Cross Parish Easton, MA 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
I am writing this column after finishing our first Parish Council meeting of 2021 this past Tuesday evening, January 19th.  
All fifteen members were in attendance which does not happen often attempting to coordinate fifteen different schedules.  
Many of them echoed many of your comments about how beautiful the church looked during the Christmas season.  I know 
we thanked everyone who donated to the flower/decoration fund in last weekend’s bulletin, but I want to again express grati-
tude to all who helped make the celebration of our Lord’s birth anew into our lives during this unique and challenging time 
so warm and comforting in person and from home.  The Council commended those responsible for getting the new stream-
ing camera installed and running for Christmas.  One of the best Christmas presents the parish could ask for in a pandemic.  I 
am still working on paying for it and fine-tuning telecasts, but overall, it is a blessing for the majority of parishioners view-
ing from home as the pandemic continues. 
 
We also discussed the recently more limited, or eliminated, Sign of Peace.  I agree it is jarring to move from the presider’s 
verbal exchange into the Lamb of God.  I am following the directive from the Bishop’s Office.  However, I also mentioned 
some places are briefly and reverently (another directive asks us to keep the liturgy moving to not be communally gathered 
in church longer than necessary mitigating possible exposure time) pausing to silently pray for peace.  This was decided to 
be better than nothing.  I will let our parish musician, Chris Iannitelli, know that we will pause briefly after the presider’s 
exchange with everyone silently pray for peace before moving into the Lamb of God.  We need everyone’s cooperation with 
this.  I want to avoid some trying to pray while others determined to wave and/or verbally say something to others nearby- 
that defeats the purpose of unified communal prayer.  It would also highlight a more self-centered desire to do what one 
thinks best rather than what is being asked of all of us as a parish community at prayer.  I guess that is part of the reason Je-
sus sometimes compares people to sheep, we can be stubborn sometimes.  Let us all remember it is a temporary change and 
sometime this year we will return to Mass as usual, ironically, as many parishioners pre-covid already changed from shaking 
hands to a more reserved slight wave or nodding gesture.  Nonetheless all the above fit the rubric in the Missal that states: 
“And all offer one another a sign, in keeping with local customs, that expresses peace, communion, and charity.”  I appreci-
ate the feedback of the Council on your behalf.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Our next Outreach Sunday drive is coming up in two weeks during the first weekend of February, the 6th & 7th.  Please see 
the list of requested items on page 4 in this bulletin and spread the word that if someone wants to drive up and drop off 
items, they can do so in the front horseshoe drive on that Sunday morning from 9am-11am.  Volunteers will be outside to 
receive needed donations.  Agencies always appreciate our support.  The lengthy pandemic has made the need even greater 
for many families.  Thank you for your generosity the first weekend of every month.     
I 
 realize I spoke about Christmas at the beginning of this column, but life moves on and Lent begins in less than a month.  
Ash Wednesday this year is February 17th.  We are working on opportunities for parishioners and parish families to enter the 
season of prayer, fasting, and alms giving limited by what is prudent to do together as covid numbers remain high.  If you 
have any ideas or know of resources please let me or any parish staff member know about what you have found helpful and 
nurturing in your past Lenten journeys toward Easter joy and renewed life.   
 
Lastly, Fr. Jim Fenstermaker’s mother, Agnes, recently passed into eternal life and her funeral was last Saturday, January 
16th in New Hyde Park.  I can remember Fr. Jim sharing how much family meant to him and how grateful he was to be as-
signed on the East Coast making visits home to see his Mom and family possible the years he served here at Holy Cross Par-
ish.  He is still serving Holy Cross Parish, except this one is back in South Bend, Indiana where I served as the associate pas-
tor from 2006-2010.  If you would like to send a note of support to Fr. Jim, his mailing address is: 920 N. Wilber St., South 
Bend, IN 46628.  May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.          
 
God Bless, 
 
Fr. Brad        
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January 24, 2021 

  
Saturday, January 23 
4:00p.m.   James “Kevin” Burns, one month anniversary  
             Requested from Sheila Canning 
Sunday, January 24 
8:30 a.m.   
10:00 a.m. Paul Iaria 30th anniversary 
       Requested from Angela Grazioli and family 
Monday, January 25 
9:00 a.m.  Sacha Smith 
       Requested from Robert Zarella  
Tuesday, January 26 
9:00 a.m.  John Brown 
                 Requested from Harrold and Claire Smith                
Wednesday, January 27 
9:00 a.m.    
Thursday, January 28 
9:00 a.m.   
Friday, January 29 
9:00 a.m.  
Saturday, January 30 
4:00p.m.   Jillian Allison  
             Requested from family 
Sunday, January 24 
8:30 a.m.   

Parish Special Appeal 
  

Our sincere thanks to all who have already made a pledge on  
behalf of our Parish Special Appeal, dedicated to raising funds 
needed for the ongoing maintenance and upkeep of our parish 
plant as well as some major projects. 

  
  Our Goal:  $45,000 
  Pledged as of 1/10/21: $61,890 !!   
 

It is through your generous support that we are able to maintain 
our high level of parish activity as well as the quality of our par-
ish facilities. We appreciate your generosity in this year’s Spe-
cial Appeal. 

  
Please place your pledge card and envelope in the regular  
Sunday collection baskets in the back of the church. You can 
also mail or bring it to the parish center. Extra pledge cards are 
available upon request after Masses or call the parish office. 
 
You can also give online.  
Click the “Online Giving”  
button on our website 
holycrosseaston.org.   
 
Thank you to the following 
parishioners that gave during 
the week ending 1/17/21: 
 
Marianne Conboy 
 
Linda LaRock 
 
Edward & Patricia Miller 
 
Elizabeth & William Morgan 
 
Nivalda Pedro 
 
Debra Porter 
 
Owen Shea 
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Observances for week of January 24, 2021 
 
 
Sunday: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Monday: The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 
 

Tuesday: Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops 
 

Wednesday: St. Angela Merici, Virgin 
 

Thursday: St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of 
the Church 
 

Friday: 
 

Saturday: BVM 
 

Next Sunday: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
Catholic Schools Week 

From the Parish Nurse and Health Ministry 
 
In need of having your blood pressure checked?  The Parish 
Nurses are going to try something new starting January 30th.  In 
addition to our regularly scheduled blood pressure screenings, 
you may request that your blood pressure be taken after any 
weekend mass and a nurse will do so. It is important during these 
stressful times with the COVID 19 Pandemic, that you monitor 
your blood pressure. Hypertension is known as the silent killer 
and many people with it experience no symptoms.  If you would 
like to have your blood pressure taken you can email Katherine 
Reynolds, Parish Nurse at kreynolds0075@gmail.com with the 
weekend mass you’re going to attend and we’ll arrange for you 
to have it taken.  In the event you haven’t prearranged, don’t 
hesitate to stop in when you see a nurse in the right side confes-
sional taking blood pressures.  We’ll be happy to do yours!    



3rd Sunday In Ordinary Time 
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He (Jesus) told them, “Let us go on to the nearby  
villages that I may preach there also. For this purpose, 

have I come.” (Mark1:38)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In what new direction might Jesus be leading me today?  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Thanks to the loyal members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
who, during this current pandemic, have continued, diligent-
ly, to knit, crochet and pray. Thanks to your commitment, 
even though we  
currently cannot meet as a group, we have been able to con-
tinue donating 20 plus shawls and other items every month 
to nursing homes, infusion  
centers, grieving families and birthright. You are amazing!!  
 
And, a special thanks to those who have donated yard, espe-
cially Pepperell Braid Company, who constantly fills our 
bins.  
 
If you knit or crochet, or know someone who does, I invite 
you to join us in this ministry. The need is great, the work-
ers are few!  
 

Contact Pat at 508 238 2194 or mimibr015@comcast.net 

Respect Life Committee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join our Spiritual Adoption Program! 
 

Share in prayer for parents who are expecting a child, 
learn and educate others about the development of the 

preborn and provide mothers in need with a “gift 
card” (CVS or Walmart are suggested). These will be  

collected at Masses February 6th and 7th or dropped off at 
the parish center the week of February 9-13th.  

 
The donations will be brought to: Birthright of Taunton. 

 
Watch for a Flocknote invitation to join the program,  

that begins February 1, 2021 (you do not have to make a 
donation to join) or email. clairepacchielat@gmail.com 

PART TIME JOB OPPORTUNITY:  
 
A parishioner of Holy Family parish in East Taunton, 
who was paralyzed by polio back in the 1950s, is in need 
of additional aides (at $15.75/hour, paid by MassHealth). 
She needs overnight & morning coverage. She is a petite 
woman in her early 70s who is also on a ventilator.  
Whoever helps her would have to be able to use a Hoyer 
lift.  
 
If interested, please email mjphillips112@comcast.net or 
call 508-824-0072. The person in need would prefer a 
woman to work with her. 

Outreach Sunday Curbside Drive 

    To support our local agencies 
 

When: Sunday February 7th,  9–11 am 
 

Where: Outside of Holy Cross Church.  Volunteers will 
collect donations following safety standards 
 

What’s most needed??? 
 

Family and Community Resources 

non-perishable items for their food pantry 
 

My Brother’s Keeper 

pantry items, cooking staples, cleaning and laundry sup-
plies 
 

Louison Shelter 

snacks for the kids 

PLUS BIRTHDAY PARTY SUPPLIES  
cake mixes, frosting, cake pans, party supplies and decora-
tions.  Help a child in the shelter have a Happy Birthday!!! 
 

Mainspring House 

toiletries for both men and women 
 

Birthright of Taunton 

diapers and wipes 
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Holy Cross Church 

THE NICENE CREED 
  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy 
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin  Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

READING 1  Jon 3:1-5, 10  
 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah, saying: “Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the 
message that I will tell you.” So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh, according to the LORD’S bidding. 
Now Nineveh was an enormously large city; it took three days to go through it. Jonah began his journey 
through the city, and had gone but a single day’s walk announcing, “Forty days more and Nineveh shall be 
destroyed, “when the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and small, 
put on sackcloth. When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, he repented of the evil 
that he had threatened to do to them; he did not carry it out. 

READING 2   1 Cor 7:29-31  
 

I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time is running out. 
From now on, let those having wives act as not having them, 
those weeping as not weeping, 
those rejoicing as not rejoicing, 
those buying as not owning,  
those using the world as not using it fully. 
For the world in its present form is passing away.  

GOSPEL   Mk 1:14-20  
 

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of fulfill-
ment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, 
“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Then they abandoned their nets and followed him. 
He walked along a little farther and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a 
boat mending their nets. Then he called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired 
men and followed him. 
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